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4. Let them share their experi-

ences.

5

.

See to it that they have the basic

necessities of life.

6. Provide care for them when
they are sick.

7. Treat them as dignified human
beings, not as charity cases.

Let us take advantage of having

parents, grandfathers, grandmothers,

great-grandparents, friends, and neigh-

bors around us. May we in our own
special way reach out to them—not

with pity, but with love. Consider
again, brothers and sisters, this counsel

from the Lord: "Honour thy father and

thy mother," that their days—and
ours—might be long upon the earth.

(See Exodus 20:12; italics added.)

Finally, may we do unto the aged
what we would want to have done to us

.

Remember: our time is coming. In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

Elder Paul H. Dunn, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, has

just spoken to us.

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu, also a

member of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty, will be our next speaker.

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu

In recent months we have seen the

completion and dedication of several

temples in the Church—one in Atlanta,

Georgia; one in Apia, Samoa; one in

Nuku'alofa, Tonga; and another in

Santiago, Chile. Others are now in the

planning and construction stages, and
of course many are in operation in vari-

ous parts of the world.

Why temples

I am grateful for the special calling

that I have at the present time to serve

as the president of the Tokyo Temple.
It is a joy and a privilege to visit with

the Saints who come to that holy edifice

to partake of the blessings there.

Why does the Church build and
maintain temples?

This question was asked by the

contractor for the Tokyo Temple when
he was engaged to begin that construct-

ion about five years ago. He noted that

the Buddhist and Shinto religions in

Japan build many shrines and temples,

but this was the first time he had heard

of a Christian church building a temple

.

Christian religions are noted for build-

ing beautiful chapels and cathedrals,

but he had never heard of a Christian

temple before. Of the many churches

that profess Christianity, The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is

the only one that builds temples.

The contractor was told that the

temple would be a sacred building, a

holy house, where the glorious work of

salvation for the living and the dead
would be carried out, where baptisms

for the dead and other ordinances

would be performed to bring about the

joining of wife to husband, children to

parents, for the living as well as the

dead, and where families would be

sealed together for time and for all eter-

nity.

The house of the Lord

The direction to the Prophet

Joseph Smith was clear when he re-

ceived this revelation on August 2,

1833, only three years after the Church
was organized, instructing that a

temple should be built:

"Verily I say unto you, that it is

my will that a house should be built

unto me in the land of Zion, like unto

the pattern which I have given you.

"Yea, let it be built speedily, by
the tithing of my people.

"Behold, this is the tithing and the

sacrifice which I, the Lord, require at
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their hands, that there may be a house
built unto me for the salvation of

Zion

—

"For a place of thanksgiving for all

saints, and for a place of instruction for

all those who are called to the work of

the ministry in all their several callings

and offices;

"That they may be perfected in the

understanding of their ministry, in the-

ory, in principle, and in doctrine, in all

things pertaining to the kingdom of

God on the earth, the keys of which
kingdom have been conferred upon
you.

"And inasmuch as my people

build a house unto me in the name of the

Lord, and do not suffer any unclean

thing to come into it, that it be not

defiled, my glory shall rest upon it;

"Yea, and my presence shall be

there, for I will come into it, and all the

pure in heart that shall come into it shall

see God.
"But if it be defiled I will not come

into it, and my glory shall not be there;

for I will not come into unholy temples"

(D&C 97:10-17).

The Kirtland Temple

There were very few members of

the Church at this time, but they all

greatly sacrificed, and the Kirtland

Temple was completed and dedicated.

The Lord appeared in glory and ac-

cepted the temple. Moses, Elias, and
Elijah also appeared, each to commit
his keys and dispensations. (See

D&C 110.)

However, before the temple work
could really begin in the Kirtland

Temple, the Saints had to flee the at-

tacks of mobs. The temple fell into the

hands of wicked men, and, as was
stated in the revelation, when it became
defiled, it was disowned by the Lord.

Efforts were made by the Saints to build

a temple in Missouri, but again they

were forced to flee for their lives.

"The fulness of the priesthood"

Again, after nearly five years, the

Prophet Joseph Smith received the fol-

lowing revelation:

"For there is not a place found on

earth that he may come to and restore

again that which was lost unto you, or

which he hath taken away, even the

fulness of the priesthood.

"For a baptismal font there is not

upon the earth, that they, my saints,

may be baptized for those who are

dead

—

"For this ordinance belongeth to

my house, and cannot be acceptable to

me, only in the days of your poverty,

wherein ye are not able to build a house

unto me. . . .

"And verily I say unto you, let this

house be built unto my name, that I may
reveal mine ordinances therein unto my
people;

"For I deign to reveal unto my
church things which have been kept hid

from before the foundation of the

world, things that pertain to the dispen-

sation of the fulness of times" (D&C
124:28-30, 40-41).

In this revelation, which is

recorded in section 124 of the Doctrine

and Covenants, reference is made to

"the fulness of the priesthood." What is

the meaning of that and how is it ob-

tained? The Prophet Joseph Smith

taught: "If a man gets a fullness of the

priesthood of God he has to get it in the

same way that Jesus Christ obtained it,

and that was by keeping all the com-
mandments and obeying all the ordi-

nances of the house of the Lord"

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph

Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1938],

p. 308).

President Joseph Fielding Smith

further taught: "If you want salvation in

the fullest, that is exaltation in the king-

dom of God, so that you may become
his sons and his daughters, you have

got to go to the temple of the Lord and

receive these holy ordinances which
belong to that house, which cannot be

had elsewhere. No man shall receive
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the fulness of eternity, of exaltation,

alone; no woman shall receive that

blessing alone; but man and wife, when
they receive the sealing power in the

temple ofthe Lord, . . . shallpass on to

exaltation, and shall continue and be-

come like the Lord. And that is the

destiny of men; that is what the Lord
desires for his children" {Doctrines of
Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie,
3 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,

1954-56], 2:44).

The new and everlasting covenant

It is clear, then, that unless we go
to the temple of the Lord and receive all

the ordinances and obey the command-
ments, we cannot receive a fulness of

priesthood blessings and neither can we
receive exaltation. These are wonderful

blessings that have been made available

to us through temple work.
I have been a member of the

Church most of my life. I was baptized

when I was seventeen and was ordained

to the Melchizedek Priesthood at age

twenty-one. While still a young man, I

served in many assignments and had
many good experiences in the Church
that helped me to learn many concepts

that were helpful to me in building my
faith and testimony. But I never felt that

I had completed myfull membership in

the Church until I took my bride to the

temple and received the new and ever-

lasting covenant and the blessings and
understanding of the work performed

there.

Baptism for the dead

I was the first member of my fam-

ily to be baptized into the Church and
thus have the responsibility to perform

vicariously the temple work for my an-

cestors who did not have the opportu-

nity to hear the gospel during their time

on this earth. I also have had the re-

sponsibility to teach my children the

gospel and to instill in their hearts and
minds the importance of temple work.

My wife and I have four children, the

oldest of whom is married and has two
children—our grandchildren, who are

very special to us. Our children were
born under the covenant, and our

grandchildren have also been born un-

der the covenant. The greatest gift I

might give to my children or grand-

children in this life, or the most valu-

able legacy I might leave them, would
be a testimony of the truthfulness of the

gospel and the importance of genealogy

and temple work, which binds us all

together down through the generations

in love and in happiness.

Importance and blessings

of the work

There are many people in the

world who travel great distances at

great personal sacrifice to go to the

temple. I know our Heavenly Father is

aware of their righteous desires and
blesses them abundantly for their ef-

forts. Recently a group came to the

Tokyo Temple from Okinawa—nine

hundred miles by plane—among them
a young couple who had come to be

married. It had required all the money
they could possibly save to pay for their

transportation, and there was nothing

left for a wedding celebration or honey-

moon. When those who accompanied
the couple realized their plight, they

dug deep into their own pockets and
contributed what little they had so the

couple could have money for a delight-

ful one-day honeymoon in Tokyo. Not
only did the young couple enjoy the

blessings of the temple, but they also

enjoyed and appreciated the generosity

and kindness of their brothers and sis-

ters. Surely Paul's teachings to the

Ephesian Saints apply, when he said,

"Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-

citizens with the saints, and of the

household of God" (Ephesians 2:19).

I have a firm and abiding testi-

mony of the importance of this work
and the blessings it can bring into our

lives. I express gratitude for this testi-

mony and for the small part I now enjoy
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in teaching genealogy and temple

work. May we all be blessed to receive

the fulness of the blessings of the house

of the Lord, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Benson

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Seventy

,

has just addressed us.

Elder Mark E. Petersen, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will be our concluding speaker.

Elder Mark E. Petersen

The Angel Moroni came!

About two weeks ago we noted

one of the most important anniversaries

in our Church history.

It was on September 21, 1823,

when the angel Moroni first appeared to

the young prophet Joseph Smith in his

farm home near Palmyra, New York.

As we remember it today, we de-

clare our solemn testimony to all man-
kind that, indeed, Moroni did come! It

is a fact, a firm and unshakable truth.

Moroni came!
As an angel of God, a messenger

from heaven, this glorious personage
visited Joseph Smith in physical real-

ity. It was no dream, nor any kind of

mystic occurrence.

It was a visitation. Two physical

beings communed together—with

Moroni, a resurrected person of flesh

and bones, emerging from the eternal

veil and paying repeated and never-to-

be-forgotten visits to this mortal farm

boy, Joseph Smith. (See Joseph
Smith—History 1 :30-54

.

)

The ministry of angels!

Many people no longer believe in

the ministry of angels. But God does!

He has used this means of communica-
tion from the days of Adam. Is there

any reason why He should not continue

the procedure in our day?

Angels ministered to many people

in both Old and New Testament times,

delivering messages from the Lord.

Abraham walked and talked with

angels. An angel assisted Israel

at the time of the Exodus. (See

Exodus 14:19.) An angel fought an in-

vading army in the days of the prophet

Isaiah. (See Isaiah 37:36.) When
Daniel was in the lion's den, an angel

closed the mouths of the lions, and
Daniel's life was spared. (See

Daniel 6:22.)

The angel Gabriel announced to

the virgin Mary in Nazareth that she

would become the mother of the

Savior. (See Luke 1:30-33.) The same
angel told the father of John the Baptist

of his prophet-son soon to be born. (See

Luke 1:13.)

When Joseph and Mary and the

Divine Infant fled to Egypt, it was an

angel who gave them direction, and
upon the death of the wicked King He-
rod, the angel told them to return home.
(See Matthew 2:13, 19-20.)

When the Savior spoke of the

sanctity of little children, he said,

"Take heed that ye despise not one of

these little ones; for I say unto you,

That in heaven their angels do always

behold the face of my Father which is

in heaven" (Matthew 18:10; italics

added).

When Jesus neared His crucifix-

ion, He could have called twelve le-

gions of angels to His assistance if He
had wished to avoid the bitter cup. (See

Matthew 26:53.) Then, are there an-

gels? Would Jesus have spoken like

that if they were nonexistent?

At His resurrection, an angel

rolled the stone away from the tomb.

The women saw him there and heard

him speak. (See Matthew 28:2, 5.)


