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Sunday, October 2, 1983

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

President Benson

Elder Robert D. Hales, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy, has

just addressed us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder William R. Bradford, also

a member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder William R. Bradford

Heavenly Father gave us a plan

I proclaim unto you that I know
there is a God in the heaven. He is our

Father. We are His children, begotten

in His image and likeness. We are His

seed and have the potential within us to

become as He is.

For this to happen, our Heavenly
Father prepared a plan. An earth would
be created upon which our spirits could

be born into physical bodies, a place

where we could have experiences that

would teach and test us, a place to de-

velop the godly potential within us.

Here we, the seed of God, can mature

into the product of the harvest of the

Father's work, which is "to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of

man" (Moses 1:39).

The plan provides us with the

needed resources and instruction to be-

come as He is. By obedience we may
become lawful heirs to the quality of

life He lives and to a fulness of that

which He possesses.

Our Father taught us the plan in

our pre-earthly life. He gave us free

agency to choose for ourselves whether

or not we would accept the plan. The
fact that we are here on the earth with

physical bodies is prima facie evidence

that we did accept it.

Lucifer brought sin and
transgression

However, others of God's chil-

dren chose not to accept the plan. Led
by Lucifer, they rebelled against our

Father and sought to gain power and

glory through force. They were de-

feated in this attempt and were cast out

of the Father's presence. They are here

upon the earth without physical bodies.

They are still led by Lucifer, who be-

came Satan, the devil. They are not

involved in developing godly poten-

tials; rather, they are continually strug-

gling to influence man to misuse the

resources and to disobey the instruc-

tions of our Father. Even more in-

sidious is their relentless influence to

deceive man into doing nothing with

the resources and remaining ignorant of

the instructions. Through this influence

have come sin and transgression: sins

of commission and sins of omission.

Death and separation

We refer to the instructions the

Father has given us as commandments.
It is because of sin and the transgression

of these commandments that man be-

comes sensual, devilish, and fallen

man. (See D&C 20:20.)

"Fallen man" means that man is

subject to death and separation from
God. When death comes to the physical

body, the spirit body lives on, sepa-

rated from the presence of God. Thus,

the condition of fallen man is death and
separation.

"How do you know?"

What I have said, I declare in so-

berness to be true. I declare it to the

receptive ear, to those who also know
it is true. I declare it, unashamedly, to

the doubting ear, to those who would
mock and scorn, as we can imagine
could have been the case when the dec-

larations fell from the lips of Noah and
the people surely demanded from him
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an answer: "How do you know? How
do you know?" I declare it to the slum-

bering, who, in their ignorance of

God's plan and their darkness of mind,
can but think the question, "How do
you know? How do you know?"

Messages of the Book of Mormon

I hold in my hand the Book of
Mormon, another testament of Jesus

Christ. This book has cost the sacrifice,

even the lives, of countless thousands

to preserve and bring forth. Its coming
forth is part of the marvelous restora-

tion by God of His resources and His
instruction to His children.

Now that we have the Book of
Mormon, which has been inspired, pro-

tected, and delivered by divine powers
into our hands—now that we can read

it—to our amazement we find that one
of the two major messages it contains

for us is the record of a fallen people.

In this book, page after page, story

after story, character by character, we
are taught that there is a God in the

heaven; that He framed the heaven and
the earth; that we are His children and
He is our Father; that we are begotten

in His image and after His likeness; that

there is a plan for our becoming as He
is; that the plan was challenged by him
who rebelled against the Father and
who was cast down to the earth to be-

come Satan, the devil, the father of lies

and transgression; that our Father al-

lowed our spirit bodies to come to this

earth to take upon them physical bod-
ies; that here on earth we may, if we
will, obey the Father's command-
ments, which will qualify us to return

to His presence and live the glorious

style of life He lives. "But by the trans-

gression of these holy laws man be-

came sensual and devilish, and became
fallen man" (D&C 20:20).

Problem: Man transgressed holy

commandments

Yes, it is with amazement that we
discover that one of the two major mes-
sages in the Book of Mormon is the

record of a fallen people; but that

amazement turns to gratitude as we re-

alize that God is explaining the truism

that "you can't know the solution if you
don't first understand the problem."

The problem is that man has trans-

gressed the holy commandments of

God and has become fallen man, to

suffer death and everlasting separation

from the presence of God.

Solution: Fulness of the gospel of

Jesus Christ

But this Book ofMormon contains

a second message. It contains the solu-

tion. It contains the fulness of the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ. Just as the doctrine

of fallen man lays before us the fulness

of our fallen condition, so does the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ lay before us the

fulness of the way to overcome that

condition. It is the solution.

Central to the gospel of Jesus

Christ is the plan of redemption. God
gave His children commandments that

they "should love and serve him, the

only living and true God, and that he

should be the only being whom they

should worship" (D&C 20:19). By the

transgression of these holy laws came
the Fall; "wherefore, the Almighty God
gave his Only Begotten Son"
(D&C 20:21).

The Resurrection and the

Atonement

He came to the earth and did a

work. He fulfilled the requirements of

the plan of redemption. The work He
did brought about the resurrection,

meaning the reuniting of our spirit bod-

ies with a renewed physical body.
The work He did was an atone-

ment which opens again the way for us

to reach our potential as the seed of

God. Now, although we have become
fallen man, if we repent and obey the

commandments, we can return to our

Father's presence:

"And since man had fallen he

could not merit anything of himself; but

the sufferings and death of Christ atone
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for their sins, through faith and repen-

tance, and so forth; and that he breaketh

the bands of death, that the grave shall

have no victory, and that the sting of

death should be swallowed up in the

hopes of glory" (Alma 22:14).

The need for a savior

If you had a son, your very own
seed, would you not want him to ma-
ture into the fulness of his potential?

While he was yet young and tender,

would you not give him teachings, in-

struction, even commandments?
Would these commandments not be to

protect him from harm and evil, even
death?

If, by his disobedience to your
teachings and commandments, he fell

into a situation from which he had no
power to extract himself—a situation in

which he would surely die, a situation

from which, without help, he could not

return to be in your companionship

—

would you not do all in your power to

bring about his salvation?

God is our Father. We are His

children. In our state as fallen man, He
has sent a savior. He is Jesus Christ.

Since all men have sinned, there is

not one who can return to the Father

except through Jesus Christ. He is the

only one of the Father's children who
has not transgressed the holy laws. If

He had, He too would have become
fallen man. If this had happened, who
would be our savior? But Christ is sin-

less, and He has brought about our
atonement on the terms of our repen-

tance and obedience.

His own declaration comes to us

by way of stern commandment:
"Wherefore, I command you to

repent, and keep the commandments
which you have received by the hand of

my servant Joseph Smith, . . .

"And it is by my almighty power
that you have received them"
(D&C 19:13-14).

Did we not receive the Book of

Mormon from the Lord by the hand of

Joseph Smith, God's mighty prophet of

the Restoration?

Christ, speaking to the Nephite

nation as revealed to us in the Book of

Mormon, gave us further instruction

regarding the steps we must take to

overcome our condition as fallen man.
Said He:

"And I bear record that the Father

commandeth all men, everywhere, to

repent and believe in me.
"And whoso believeth in me, and

is baptized, the same shall be saved;

and they are they who shall inherit the

kingdom of God.
"And whoso believeth not in me,

and is not baptized, shall be damned"
(3Nephi 11:32-34).

To be damned simply means to be

stopped in your progress. It means to

remain in the condition of fallen man.
Christ continues:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you,

that this is my doctrine, and I bear

record of it from the Father; and who-
so believeth in me believeth in the

Father also; and unto him will the

Father bear record of me, for he will

visit him with ... the Holy Ghost"

(3Nephi 11:35).

Another testament of Jesus Christ

I ask you to ponder the question,

"How can anyone understand the role

of, or the need for, a savior if he does

not first understand what it is he must
be saved from?"

The Book ofMormon contains the

record of a fallen people. It outlines

how man got into a condition which
subjects him to death and separation

from God.
The Book of Mormon also con-

tains the fulness of the gospel of Jesus

Christ. It outlines for us in perfect clar-

ity what has been done for us and what
we must do ourselves to overcome our

fallen condition and return to the pres-

ence of God.
Now, O fallen man, with so great

a witness, do you yet dare to ask, "How
do you know? How do you know?"

The Book of Mormon holds out to

us a fulness of what we must be saved

from. It gives us a complete under-
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standing of the role of, and the need for,

a savior. It is another testament of Jesus

Christ, which I proclaim and testify in

the sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "Ye Simple Souls

Who Stray" without announcement.

President Benson

Elder William R. Bradford, a

member of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty, has just addressed us, following

which the Tabernacle Choir sang "Ye
Simple Souls Who Stray."

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing "How Firm a Foun-

dation," following which Elder

Richard G. Scott, a member of the

Presidency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, will address us.

The Choir and congregation sang

"How Firm a Foundation."

Elder Richard G. Scott

I have been deeply humbled by the

call that has come to serve as one of the

Presidents of the First Quorum of the

Seventy. I have talked to the Lord about

it and have promised him I would give

him everything I have for that service.

I have pled with him that he will help

me qualify to receive his inspiration

and support, so that I may do his will

and that of his servants.

I have prayed earnestly that the

Lord would guide me to say that which
would benefit some of his children here

on earth. After considerable effort on
my part, there have come a series of

impressions and a sacred feeling that

somewhere there are those to whom I

can provide much-needed help from the

Lord. I pray that I may faithfully com-
municate those impressions, so that

they will sink deeply into the con-

sciousness of the individuals to whom
they are intended and there find perma-
nent root. May they transmit the Lord's

love and his desire to show you how to

get help urgently needed to bring pur-

pose and happiness into your life.

The Savior knows you

I do not know who you are. Per-

haps you are one in maturing years

who, because of long physical illness or

growing feelings of loneliness, has be-

gun to express bitterness and self-pity.

Perhaps you are a young man or woman
struggling with serious misunder-

standings within the family circle. You
may be a husband estranged from your

wife or a single-parent mother with the

frightening task of raising children

without a loving, understanding, sup-

portive companion. Perhaps you are a

choice, obedient daughter who with

each passing day is concerned that life-

long dreams of eternal companionship
seem to be slipping away. Whoever
you are, I solemnly testify that the

Savior knows you; he loves you and is

aware of your specific needs.

He allows others to help him in his

work. May I be such an instrument to-

day.

Service to others

I will share one principle of truth

which, if applied, can open the door to

all the others you need to lift your spirit.

It is a principle that will give you the

power to make a difference in the qual-

ity of your own life.

I speak of service—self-

sacrificing service to others in need. I

know it is hard to help another when
you feel you have been wronged. I

know it is difficult to take the first step

when your own heart aches for com-
panionship or yearns for understand-

ing. Yet such acts of service open to us


