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Israel, the ten tribes included, to return

to Him whom their fathers worshipped.

It contains the word that will gather the

whole house of Israel and make them
once again one nation upon the moun-
tains of Israel, as it was in the days of

their fathers.

It is an account of the ministry of

the Son of God to his other sheep in the

day they saw his face and heard his

voice and believed his word.

It is the divine evidence, the

proof, that God has spoken in our day.

Its chiefpurpose is to convince all men,
Jew and Gentile alike, that Jesus is the

Christ, the Eternal God, who manifests

himself, by faith, in all ages and among
all peoples.

Prepare men for now and for

eternity

It came forth in our day proving to

the world that the Bible is true; that

Jesus, by whom the Atonement came,

is Lord of all; that Joseph Smith was
called of God, as were the prophets of

old; that The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is the one place on

earth where salvation is found.

It is the book that will save the

world and prepare the sons of men for

joy and peace here and now and ever-

lasting life in eternity.

As it happens, I am one of the

many who have come to know, by the

revelations of the Holy Ghost to my
soul, that the Book of Mormon is true.

And, knowing that I will be account-

able for that witness before the bar of

the great Jehovah when he judges all

men, I testify that as he lives the Book

ofMormon is true, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Benson

Elder Bruce R. McConkie, a

member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us.

Before hearing President

Hinckley's concluding remarks, we
should like to express, on behalf of all

who have listened to the singing during

sessions of the general conference, ap-

preciation and our sincere gratitude to

the Tabernacle Choir and Mormon
Youth Chorus and to their conductors

and organists.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this conference, and
the Relief Society and Church Health

Unit nurses who have been on hand to

render service throughout the confer-

ence, and the ushers and interpreters.

We express appreciation to the lo-

cal and national press representatives

for the coverage given to the confer-

ence and to the owners and managers of

the many radio and television stations

and cable systems which have given

public service time to carry sessions of

this conference in many countries.

We shall now be pleased to listen

to President Gordon B. Hinckley, Sec-

ond Counselor in the First Presidency,

who will be the concluding speaker of

the conference, after which the Taber-

nacle Choir will sing "Precious Savior,

Dear Redeemer."
The benediction will be offered by

Elder Rex C. Reeve, Sr. , a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy.

This conference will then stand

adjourned for six months.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

My brethren and sisters, it has

been customary for President Kimball

to speak at the conclusion of the confer-

ence, but because of his age and the

infirmities of his health, that is not pos-

sible. I know that you would have ap-

preciated hearing from him. I know
likewise that I am a poor substitute. It

has been wonderful that he and Presi-

dent Romney have been able to be with
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us. Just to see them has lifted the hearts

of many, many people.

The spirit of the conference

While we were at lunch, we sat

with a man who is now a grandfather

who said that his little four-year-old

grandson came to him the other day and

said, "Grandpa, why do the humming-
birds hum?" Grandpa said, "I don't

know. Why?" The little boy said,

"Because they don't know the words."

It is unlikely that we will remem-
ber very many of the words that we
have heard during the meetings of this

conference. But I hope that we shall be

able to "hum" the spirit of this confer-

ence and that we shall carry with us a

great feeling of uplift because of our

participation together. It has been a glo-

rious time. The Spirit of the Lord has

been with us. We have every reason to

be grateful. We have been refreshed in

our testimonies and strengthened in our

faith.

Read and implement the counsel

We have heard sound counsel

from the Brethren who have spoken to

us. Having heard it, I hope we will read

it when the proceedings of the confer-

ence are published, and again savor to

our benefit that which has been said.

They have testified of our Eternal

Father and of his Beloved Son, and they

have done so by the power of the Holy
Ghost. By that same power they have

spoken of the Prophet Joseph and that

which came of his faith and industry

and calling as a servant of the Lord.

They have counseled us concern-

ing our families, our lives, our affairs.

All of us will be the stronger as we
implement in our lives and in our

homes the things to which we have lis-

tened.

Critics mock the sacred

Do not fear concerning the

Church. We have had mentioned in this

conference some of our critics. They

mock that which is most holy to us.

They jest over and hold up to ridicule

that which has come by revelation from
the Almighty. Any man who tries to

find humor at the expense of that which
is sacred to another is deeply flawed in

character. Shame on those who stoop to

such actions in the name of fun and on
those who witness and laugh. Simple
courtesy would dictate a decent respect

for that which is sacred to neighbors

and associates in one's society.

The Lord himself has said,

"Remember that that which cometh
from above is sacred, and must be spo-

ken with care, and by constraint of the

Spirit" (D&C 63:64).

Would a true Christian injure

another?

As has been indicated, there are a

few who have taken it upon themselves

as their mission to belittle and demean
and destroy the faith of the weak, with

a badly flawed argument that we are not

Christians.

To all of these we have a twofold

answer, quietly spoken. The first is

this: Would a true follower of Christ, a

follower ofhim who was the epitome of
love and mercy and consideration, so

seek to injure another?

"By their fruits ye shall know
them"

The second: We ask only that we
be judged by our fruits. Said the Mas-
ter:

"Ye shall know them by their

fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns,

or figs of thistles?

"Even so every good tree bringeth

forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree

bringeth forth evil fruit.

"A good tree cannot bring forth

evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree

bring forth good fruit. . . .

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall

know them" (Matthew 7:16-18, 20).

By that standard we are willing to

be judged.
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In God's hands

At a time when we were under far

more intensive siege than we are today,

President Joseph F. Smith stood at this

pulpit in this Tabernacle and said:

"We thank God for His mercies

and blessings; and I do not know but

what we owe in some small degree

gratitude to those who have bitterly op-

posed the work of the Lord; for in all

their opposings and bitter strife against

our people the Lord has developed His

power and wisdom, and has brought

His people more fully into the knowl-
edge and favor of the intelligent people

of the earth. Through the very means
used by those who have opposed the

work of God, He has brought out good
for Zion. Yet, it is written, and I believe

it is true, that although it must needs be
that offenses come, woe unto them by
whom they come; but they are in the

hands of the Lord as we are. We bring

no railing accusation against them. We
are willing to leave them in the hands

of the Almighty to deal with them as

seemeth Him good. Our business is to

work righteousness in the earth, to seek

for the development of a knowledge of

God's will and of God's ways, and of
His great and glorious truths which He
has revealed through the instrumen-

tality of Joseph the Prophet, not only

for the salvation of the living but for the

redemption and salvation of the dead"
(in Conference Report, Apr. 1908,

pp. 2-3).

And so we let the matter rest there.

Live gospel standards

Now let those of us who have trav-

eled to the conference return to our

homes with resolution in our hearts,

and those of us who have participated

in the conference by means of satellite

transmission, television, and radio re-

solve also that we shall try a little harder

to live the standards of the gospel, of

which we have heard these days; that

we shall lower our voices of criticism

and negativism; that we will look for

good in the world; that as employees we

will be honest with our employers in

giving of our time and of our talents;

that we shall cultivate within our hearts

a love one for another, both within and
without the Church; that as husbands
and wives we shall be true to one an-

other in every respect; that every hus-

band and holder of the priesthood will

treat his companion and children with

love and deference; that we will culti-

vate in our homes family prayer, mak-
ing it the habit of our daily lives ; that we
will deal honestly with all men and
walk humbly and obediently with God
our Eternal Father. For this I humbly
pray.

Blessings upon this people

I remember as a boy sitting in this

Tabernacle and hearing President

Heber J. Grant, his voice trembling

with conviction, read these words:

"How long can rolling waters re-

main impure? What power shall stay

the heavens? As well might man stretch

forth his puny arm to stop the Missouri

river in its decreed course, or to turn it

up stream, as to hinder the Almighty
from pouring down knowledge from
heaven upon the heads of the Latter-day

Saints" (D&C 121:33).

I believed those words when I

heard President Grant read them then.

I believe them now. I believe without

any question, my brethren and sisters,

that this is the work of God and that he

is pouring out, in a marvelous and mi-

raculous way, his blessings upon this

people.

Walk without fear

We held in this hall a week ago last

evening a great meeting of the women
of the Church. And beyond this hall,

there were thousands and tens of thou-

sands assembled in more than six hun-

dred other halls, to which the

proceedings of this meeting were car-

ried by satellite transmission. I thought

of the miracle of it, the marvel of it, of

this great sisterhood of more than a

million wonderful women, devoted to
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the gospel of Jesus Christ, who walk
with faith in their hearts—mothers,

whose greatest desire is to rear another

generation of faithful sons and daugh-
ters, who love the Lord and are willing

to walk in obedience to the command-
ments of the Master.

And then last evening we had as-

sembled here the men, the priesthood

of the Church, hundreds of

thousands—here and across the world
in more than 1,153 other places , as well

as the 600 stake centers to which the

proceedings of the earlier meeting were
carried. And I said again to myself,

"What glorious things the God of

heaven has wrought in behalf of his

people." Let us be thankful; let us walk
in gratitude; let us walk without fear.

There comes into my mind these

great words from one of the letters of

Paul to Timothy:
"For God hath not given us the

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,

and of a sound mind.
"Be not thou therefore ashamed of

the testimony of our Lord" (2 Timothy
1:7-8).

I commend those marvelous
words to you: "God has not given us the

spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,

and of a sound mind.
"Be not thou therefore ashamed of

the testimony of our Lord."

"Deny yourselves of all

ungodliness"

I wish to read as we conclude this

great conference this challenge of

Moroni, among the last words that he

wrote after wandering in loneliness for

a long period. As he looked down to

this day when his record should come
forth, he gave this great charge to us of

this generation:

"And awake, and arise from the

dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy

beautiful garments, O daughter of

Zion; and strengthen thy stakes and en-

large thy borders forever, that thou

mayest no more be confounded, that

the covenants of the Eternal Father

which he hath made unto thee, O house

of Israel, may be fulfilled.

"Yea, come unto Christ, and be

perfected in him, and deny yourselves

of all ungodliness" (Moroni 10:31—32).

As we all sang together in this

meeting that stirring hymn, the chorus

of which contains these words, my
heart was lifted in a great surge ofemo-
tion concerning the faith of this people:

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and
cause thee to stand,

Upheld by my righteous,

omnipotent hand.

("How Firm a Foundation,"

Hymns, no. 66.)

Blessings of heaven

I leave you my testimony and in-

voke the blessings of heaven upon you.

I know that God our Eternal Father

lives. I know that Jesus is the Christ,

the Savior and the Redeemer of man-
kind. I know that this is the work of the

Lord, that this Church is established

upon a foundation of Apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief

cornerstone. (See Ephesians 2:20.) I

know these things, and I know that you
know them; and with that knowledge
may we go forward with our lives,

walking with integrity and gladness and
faith, I humbly pray, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

The Tabernacle Choir sang

"Precious Savior, Dear Redeemer."
Elder Rex C. Reeve, Sr., offered

the benediction.


