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And when temptation's power is

nigh,

Our pathway clouded o'er,

Upon the rod we can rely,

And heaven's aid implore.

Hold to the rod, the iron rod;

Tis strong, and bright, and true;

The iron rod is the word of God,

'Twill safely guide us through.

(Hymns, no. 186.)

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

Sister Barbara B. Smith will now
address us.

Sister Barbara B. Smith

President Kimball, President

Hinckley, Brethren, and my dear

brothers and sisters, this afternoon I

feel somewhat like a former Chief Jus-

tice who explained his feelings on his

ninety-fifth birthday anniversary. In his

mind he rationalized, "It's just another

birthday like all the others." But as he

stood to acknowledge the occasion, his

words revealed a love of life, a love of

his work and of his fellowmen. He said:

"I have warmed both hands before

the fire of life. . . . The rich spoils of

memory are mine. . . . Mine, too, are

the precious things of today. . . . The
best of life is always further on. Its real

lure is hidden from our eyes somewhere
behind the hills of time" (Lillian

Eichler Watson, ed. , Lightsfrom Many
Lamps [New York: Simon and

Schuster, 1951], pp. 267-68).

Like that grand old man, I love

life. I love the work in which I have
been engaged for the past nine and one-

half years—the demanding, intense,

but beautiful work of Relief Society. It

has been so sweet to me that it has

seemed but a fleeting moment in time.

Montage of memories of Relief

Society

As I stand at this point of transi-

tion, a montage of memories crowd my
mind—of family, my good husband
supporting and patiently waiting for

me, of my children and their mates
straggling to arrange their busy sched-

ules to meet mine, and of grandchildren

often being my examples; of the

women with whom I have worked—

a

kaleidoscope of images, experiences,

and impressions come to me of them.

I see my devoted, talented, loyal

counselors, Marian R. Boyer, Janath

R. Cannon, Shirley W. Thomas, and
Ann S. Reese, and my secretary-

treasurer, Mayola R. Miltenberger, all

of whom I dearly love. I see the bril-

liant, gifted women who have served

with me on the Relief Society General

Board. And there is my personal secre-

tary and the dear women of our staff,

the hostesses who serve in the Relief

Society Building, our public communi-
cations representative, Moana B.

Bennett.

I also see the faithful stake and
ward Relief Society leaders and the

many, many sisters who comprise the

membership of the Relief Society

throughout the Church whom I have
come to know and appreciate.

Warmed by fire of their lives

At this moment, I can only echo
President Kimball's words: "God bless

the women—the wonderful, wonderful

women!" ("Women, Wonderful
Women!" Relief Society Magazine,
Jan. 1958, p. 8).

Certainly I have warmed both my
hands at the fires of their lives.

I have seen nobility emerge as I

have observed them overcome personal
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sorrows, disappointments, and trage-

dies. I have witnessed their compassion
and loving ministrations toward their

families and toward their neighbors.

I have savored their creativity, re-

joiced in their achievements, and

shared their joyous moments.
I have felt the strength of our sis-

terhood as we have met in Sunday Re-

lief Society meetings, in women's area

conference meetings, in socials, and in

significant historical events such as the

memorable occasion in Nauvoo, the

birthplace of our beloved organization,

where we memorialized that event with

a beautiful garden of monuments to

women.

"This is the day I saw"

I have read how Relief Society

observed its fiftieth year with a great

gathering of sisters in this Tabernacle.

President Zina D. H. Young addressed

the congregation and exclaimed:

"O that my words could be
heard by all people, not only by you my
brethren and sisters in this Tabernacle

but that they might be heard and under-

stood by all the people of this continent,

and not only this continent, but the con-

tinents of Asia, Africa, Europe and the

islands of the sea" (Minutes of the Re-
lief Society General Board, vol. 1,

17 Mar. 1892, p. 225).

I have come to feel that this may
have been more than just a wistful ex-

pression of a great former leader. Per-

haps it was instead a pleading with the

Lord for a time such as this. Let me
explain:

When I was a little girl I partici-

pated in a program here in the Taber-

nacle. At that time an impression came
to me that I have never forgotten, even

though I did not understand it then. I

was filled with an awareness that some-
time I would stand before a vast congre-

gation of the Church in this building.

I thought this vision of my child-

hood was realized in the 1974 Relief

Society conference when I was sus-

tained as the general president of the

Relief Society. But now I feel certain

that this is the day I saw. And perhaps

because of prayerful people like Presi-

dent Zina Young our voices are

heard proclaiming the truths of the

gospel to all the world, truths that can

be transmitted into the very hearts and
minds of people who will listen and try

to understand.

Testify of divine direction

In that spirit I am proud to testify

today that our prophets and Apostles

are men called of God. They will al-

ways lead the Church aright by divine

direction and by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

The women of the Church have an

important work to do. That work re-

quires great strength of character, faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and a pure

heart that will be a light unto the world

and a bulwark of righteousness against

the darkness that covers the earth with

contention and evil.

Testimony

In all humility I declare my ever-

expanding love for you. I assure you,

too, that I deeply love our newly called

and sustained general president of the

Relief Society. I know Relief Society is

in good hands. It will continue to grow
and move forward in countless ways to

bless the lives of all of the daughters of

God.
I know this is true. I feel it with

every fiber of my being, just as I know
that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ,

our Savior and our Redeemer.
May we all make the most of every

moment of our lives, that somewhere
beyond the hills of time we will be with

them again, I humbly pray in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just listened to Sister

Barbara B. Smith, recently released as

the general president of the Relief Soci-

ety.


