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President Ezra Taft Benson

My beloved brethren, it is a joy

and an honor to greet you tonight. I

have enjoyed the program very much
thus far. Brother Durrant, I am grateful

for men like you. I love basketball. I

was never very good, but I played for

the Utah Aggies. And Father, who had
seven sons, challenged Franklin

County for a family competition. If

there were any teams that had enough
men, he challenged them. I guess, for-

tunate for us, we never had a taker. But
in any event, I love what you said.

To every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people

Tonight I would like to talk a bit

about the great missionary work of the

Church. Today the Church needs mis-

sionaries as never before! We are re-

quired to carry the gospel of Jesus

Christ to every nation of the world. The
Lord commanded it in these words:

"Send forth the elders of my
church unto the nations which are afar

off; unto the islands of the sea; send

forth unto foreign lands; call upon all

nations, first upon the Gentiles, and
then upon the Jews" (D&C 133:8).

This commission to take the gos-

pel to every nation, kindred, tongue,

and people is one of the signs by which
believers will recognize the nearness of

the Savior's return to earth. Concerning
this sign of His second coming, Jesus

prophesied:

"And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a

witness unto all nations; and then shall

the end come" (Matthew 24:14; italics

added).

Need thousands of missionaries

This task will require thousands of

missionaries, many more than are pres-

ently engaged in worldwide missionary

service today.

Many of you young men in the

listening audience have decided to

serve a mission for the Church. We
commend you for your preparation and
worthiness and are confident you will

receive immeasurable blessings, both

in the mission field and in the years to

come.
Some others of you have not yet

made the decision to serve a mission. I

would like to talk to you as well as to

some of you older brethren who, with

your wife, could serve.

You are needed in the service of

the Lord today as never before. "The
harvest truly is great, but the labourers

are few" (Luke 10:2).

Increased faith, devotion, and
leadership

Those who serve a faithful mis-

sion return from that experience with

increased faith, devotion, and leader-

ship. They learn by their sacrifice what
only personal experience and devoted

service to others can teach.

A missionary learns, for example,

that God can use him as an instrument

to accomplish His work. He can say, as

did Ammon, a Book of Mormon mis-

sionary, "This is [a] blessing which
hath been bestowed upon us, that we
have been made instruments in the

hands of God to bring about this great

work" (Alma 26:3).

A missionary learns that he must
be humble and dependent on the Lord.

He learns to pray with fervor and sin-

cerity, not only for himself but for oth-

ers, and to be led and directed by the

Spirit.

Experiences from first mission

It was while I was on my first

mission that I discovered the constant

need for dependence on the Lord.

I was a young missionary in north-

ern England in 1922. Opposition to the

Church became very intense. It became
so strong that the mission president

asked that we discontinue all street
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meetings, and in some places trading

was also discontinued. The opposition

started largely among the ministers,

and it became very, very severe. They
didn't know anything about us to speak

of. I remember trading one day when
a lovely lady came to the door. We
were having a nice conversation and the

name Mormon was mentioned by my
companion. Her husband came to the

door in a Navy uniform, and he said,

"Oh, you can't tell me anything about

those old Mormons. I've been in the

British Navy for twenty years. We
sailed right into Salt Lake port, and

they wouldn't even let us land." That

was so typical of what they knew about

us in those days.

My companion and I had been in-

vited to travel over to South Shields, on
the northwest coast, and speak in the

sacrament meeting.

In the letter of invitation, we were
promised there would be a number of

nonmembers present. They said,

"Many of our friends do not believe the

lies that are printed about the Church."

We fasted and prayed sincerely

and went to the sacrament meeting. The
hall was filled. My companion had

planned to talk on the first principles,

and I had studied hard in preparation for

a talk on the Apostasy. There was a

wonderful spirit in the meeting. My
companion spoke first and gave an ex-

cellent inspirational message. I fol-

lowed and talked with a freedom I had

never before experienced in my life.

When I sat down, I realized that I had
not mentioned the Apostasy. I had

talked about the Prophet Joseph Smith

and had borne my witness of his divine

mission and of the truthfulness of the

Book of Mormon. I couldn't hold back

the tears.

After the meeting ended, many
people came forward, several of whom
were nonmembers, and said to us,

"Tonight we received a witness that

Mormonism is true. We are now ready

to consider baptism."

This was an answer to our prayers,

for we had prayed to say only those

things which would touch the hearts of

the investigators.

Joy in bringing souls into the Church

Yes, a missionary discovers the

indescribable joy of bringing other

souls into the Church. I have just re-

cently had three grandchildren return

from the mission field; two more are on
their way to the field. I believe in mis-

sionary work with all my heart. It's

good for any young man to have the

experience of a mission.

One of the most inspiring mission-

ary stories recorded in scripture con-

cerns the fourteen-year mission of the

four sons of Mosiah to their Lamanite
brethren. They brought thousands into

the Church, the record tells us, which
caused one of them, Ammon, to ex-

claim: "My joy is full, yea, my heart is

brim with joy" (Alma 26:1 1).

Brethren, no joy is equal to

bringing another to the light of the gos-

pel, for the Lord promised:

"If it so be that you should labor all

your days in crying repentance unto this

people, and bring, save it be one soul

unto me, how great shall be your joy

with him in the kingdom of my Father!

"And now, if your joy will be
great with one soul that you have

brought unto me into the kingdom of

my Father, how great will be your joy

if you should bring many souls unto

me!" (D&C 18:15-16.)

Power of God and answers
to prayer

A missionary learns that the

priesthood conferred upon him is the

power of God. Opportunities are pre-

sented for exercise of the priesthood

through the ordinances of baptism,

confirmation, and administrations to

the sick. Almost without exception, our
missionaries testify that God has not

ceased to be a God of miracles! (See

Mormon 9:15.)

A missionary learns that God, our
Heavenly Father, can and does answer
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prayers. He learns to recognize the

promptings of the Holy Spirit and to be
directed by that Spirit. He prays for his

own welfare—to be humble and sus-

ceptible to the influence of the Holy
Ghost—as well as for the people with

whom he is laboring. Through these

experiences of prayer and service, he
learns to love the Lord with all his heart

and to more fully love his fellowmen.

Every young man should serve

a mission

The question is frequently asked,

Should every young man fill a mission?

The answer to this inquiry has been
given by the Lord. It is yes. Every
young man should fill a mission.

While every young man should

serve a mission, we realize that every

young man is not physically, emotion-

ally, or morally prepared. As a conse-

quence, some may be deprived of

missionary opportunities. But all

should prepare to go—to be worthy to

serve the Lord. The Lord has said:

"And . . . every man [notice the

words every man] should take righ-

teousness in his hands and faithfulness

upon his loins, and lift a warning voice

unto the inhabitants of the earth; and
declare both by word and by flight that

desolation shall come upon the wicked"
(D&C 63:37).

Prepare physically, morally,
spiritually, emotionally

Some young men, because of

transgression, say they are not inter-

ested in serving a mission. The real

reason, of course, is feelings of unwor-
thiness. If such young men would go to

their bishop, confide to him their prob-

lem, and sincerely repent, they may yet

fill honorable missions.

We, your Brethren, sincerely in-

vite you to prepare. Prepare now to

serve the Lord. Prepare yourself physi-

cally, morally, spiritually, and emo-
tionally.

Visit with your bishop. Tell him
your desires. Confide your problems.

Seek his counsel. Then pray to your
Heavenly Father about this important

decision in your life.

One of the Church's great mis-

sionaries, Elder LeGrand Richards,

said, "I have had many people ask me
what my greatest Church experience

has been, and I unhesitantly say, My
first mission! That is where I began to

really love the Lord and His Church and
developed a desire to help build His
kingdom."

I hope that each of you young men
in the audience tonight has a savings

account and is looking forward to a

mission.

Recently, in Dallas, Texas, I had
the pleasure of addressing nearly two
hundred missionaries. Among them
were several young sisters. As I spoke
to them, I had the feeling that they are

a good example of a group of young
people who are living in this wicked
world and yet are not partaking of the

sins of the world.

I rejoice in our youth. I am proud
of them and grateful for them and know
that the Lord is blessing and magnify-

ing them. It is my greatjoy to meet with

them whenever we go to a mission

headquarters. They are choice young
people.

Older members should serve

Now I want to say a few words to

some of you older brethren. We have
need for select missionary couples.

My father was called on a mission

and left mother at home with seven

young children, and the eighth was
born four months after he arrived in the

field. There came into our home a spirit

ofmissionary work that never left it, for

which I am deeply grateful.

Some ofyou who are grandparents

can have more influence on your grand-

children by letters from the mission

field than by any other means.

I remember so well, after the

chores were done, sitting around the

kitchen table as mother read letters

from father. It seemed as though it

was halfway around the world as she
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mentioned the towns where he was la-

boring; but it was only Cedar Rapids,

Iowa; Chicago and Springfield,

Illinois; and other towns in the great

Midwest.
Two of my sisters, widows—one

the mother of ten, and the other the

mother of eight—after sending their

children on missions, talked to their

bishops about going on missions them-

selves.

I well remember the day they

called me on the telephone and said,

"Guess what? We've received our mis-

sionary calls."

I said, "What missionary calls?"

They replied, "Don't you know?"
I said, "No, I hadn't heard."

They responded, "Yes, we're both

going to your old field of labor in

England."

The mission president assigned

them to work as companions—twenty

months without a transfer. I think that

is some kind of a record.

My father's family later grew to

eleven children. All eleven of us have
now had thejoy of filling missions. The
last one recently returned from filling a

mission with her husband in San Diego.

The Lord's service

To you young men and some of

you older brethren, I again emphasize:

you are needed in the Lord's service

—

missionary service—today.

I testify to all of you brethren

within the sound of my voice that this

Church—The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints—is "the only true and
living church upon the face of the

whole earth" (D&C 1:30). We are

privileged through the covenants and
ordinances of baptism and confirma-

tion to be members of His church.

Membership in this Church is the only

means by which others may have the

opportunity for eternal life. We have
the truth, and we invite you to share that

truth and the privilege of introducing

His gospel to others who do not have it.

Learn to love Book of Mormon
and missionary work

I encourage you to become famil-

iar with the Book of Mormon, particu-

larly. I remember an incident with my
own son. He called me one day to ask

if I wouldn't come up to his bedroom.

When I got there, I found he had several

books on the bed. He said to me, "You
know, I have a job with my uncle her-

ding turkeys this summer. I once heard

you say that the turkey is the dumbest
animal on the farm, so I assume I'm
going to have time on my hands." Then
he asked me to pick out the books I

would recommend.
I picked up a little military edition

of the Book of Mormon. I said, "This

will fit in your hip pocket."

He said, "You mean to tell me I'm

to take only one book?"
I said, "Yes, and you'll learn to

love it, and you'll learn to love mission-

ary work"—and he did.

Yes, this is His work. I know that

as I know that I live.

May God bless us all with the

Spirit and the desire to bring souls unto

Him. It is our duty.

God bless, my brothers, that we
may respond to this great need. It is the

Lord's will that we do more in the great

work of missionary proselyting. This I

know and bear humble witness of, in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

President Ezra Taft Benson has

just spoken to us.

Before giving my closing re-

marks, I call your attention to the fact

that the nationwide CBS Radio Taber-

nacle Choir broadcast will be from 9:30

to 10:00 Sunday morning. Those desir-

ing to attend must be in their seats

before 9:15 a.m.

As you leave this meeting tonight,

we remind you to drive carefully and to

obey traffic rules for your safety.

The beautiful music which we
have enjoyed has been furnished by a

father-son priesthood choir from the re-


