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man, no matter how many degrees he

has." I would also add that a thinking

man will want to serve. The greater

your service, the closer your access to

God. One who serves and sacrifices

goes to bed at night with peace of mind.

I think of a dear sister who has

crippling arthritis in her hands but faith-

fully each week, upon entering the ge-

nealogical name extraction center in

Denver, finds the joints of her fingers

limber enough to type the names with

efficiency and rapidity—the blessings

of unselfish service.

Jesus washed the feet of his dis-

ciples, feet that were hot, sweaty, and

soiled with dust and dirt. He washed
not their hands or face; he washed their

feet. He who is the greatest shall be the

least—he it is who learns to serve. (See

D&C 50:26.)

Well of spirituality has deepened

Within days of arriving in Europe,

Sister Taylor and I, still living out of

suitcases in a small hotel room in Ger-

many, were scheduled to attend a mis-

sion presidents' seminar in

Amsterdam, Holland. As we drove to

and from the seminar, as arranged by

the Regional Representative, we set out

to meet our leaders in western Europe.

We drove an hour each way into a small

village to bless a leader and his family.

We went to their homes. In each home
we met a lovely wife and handsome
children. We ate at their tables, slept as

invited, and in each case knelt in prayer

and blessed their homes, their families,

their callings, and the area for success-

ful missionary service. I now know our

leaders there. I felt a genuine love for

them, and I felt the same response from

them.

You have those feelings of ap-

proaching in some small degree the in-

describable joy of the celestial glory.

He that loses his life shall save it. (See

Luke 17:33.) My well of spirituality

has indeed been deepened.

I invite those yet to be members of

the Church to come off the back rows

as spectators and become participants

in the Lord's restored Church through

baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost,

that they might also lose their lives in

service and thereby save it.

Through the years my heart has

been changed and softened through ser-

vice. As the least of the Brethren, I

invite all to lengthen and strengthen

their service in God's kingdom. 1 bear

witness to the divinity of this work. I

also bear witness that this Church is led

by inspired leaders, whom I sustain

with all ofmy soul, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Benson

Elder Russell C. Taylor, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Seventy

,

has just addressed us.

Elder Robert B. Harbertson, who
was sustained at the April conference as

a member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, will be our next speaker. He
will be followed by Elder Devere

Harris, also a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Robert B. Harbertson

Brothers and sisters, I want you to

know that I stand before you as a living

example of Elder Ashton's definition of

endurance. Waiting to stand before

these microphones, I have endured

pain, anguish, and all the other charac-

teristics he spoke of.

Obedience and willingness to serve

Obedience to God's commands
and a willingness to serve have always

been requisites for a true disciple of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Paul teaches us that

even the Savior, "though he were a
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Son, yet learned he obedience by the

things which he suffered"

(Hebrews 5:8). Our willingness to

humble ourselves and shed the shackles

of selfishness seems imperative to our

progress and true happiness in this life.

Isaiah penned these truths:

"Come now, and let us reason to-

gether, saith the Lord: though your sins

be as scarlet, they shall be as white as

snow; though they be red like crimson,

they shall be as wool.

"If ye be willing and obedient, ye

shall eat the good of the land"

(Isaiah 1:18-19).

The great test of time reveals that

he who refuses to accept these true prin-

ciples becomes unhappy and dissatis-

fied and, as the Prophet Joseph

indicated, "is left unto himself, to kick

against the pricks, to persecute the

saints, and to fight against God"
(D&C 121:38).

Alma's story and teaching

experience

In the Book of Mormon a great

story and teaching experience unfold as

Alma, the son of Alma, begins his min-

istry in establishing the Church among
his people. From Zarahemla to Gideon
the Church was set in order and the

gospel of Jesus Christ taught. After a

season Alma took his journeys into the

land of Melek. There Alma had great

success. The people heard and believed

the word of God and were baptized

throughout all the land.

With great happiness and joy

Alma departed and traveled to Am-
monihah, a city to the north of Melek.

There he continued his teaching, but

without success. Satan had gained a

great stronghold among the people of

the city. Despite the prayers and labors

of Alma, the people of Ammonihah
hardened their hearts and would not

believe anything he taught them. They
even reviled him, spit upon him, and

cast him out of their city.

"He returned speedily"

He decided to take his journey to

the city of Aaron, being weighed down
heavily with disappointment, sorrow,

and anguish because of the wickedness

of the people of Ammonihah. While
Alma was in this state of woe, an angel

of the Lord appeared to him and told

him to rejoice because he had been
faithful in keeping God's command-
ments since he had received his first

divine message. This angel was the

same one who had appeared to Alma
and the sons of Mosiah when they were
being so rebellious and causing so

much harm to the Church. Now the

angel told Alma he was to return to the

city of Ammonihah and to preach unto

the people again, telling them that ex-

cept they repent the Lord God would
destroy them.

I wonder what his feelings were at

that moment, knowing and feeling so

strongly the experience he had just en-

dured with these people. He had been
reviled and physically thrown out of the

city, and I'm sure his life had been
threatened. And now he was being told

to return once again to these people.

Alma's reaction to this command
is most interesting. The scriptures say

this: "Now it came to pass that after

Alma had received his message from
the angel of the Lord he returned speed-

ily to the land of Ammonihah"
(Alma 8:18).

Isn't that interesting, brothers and
sisters? It says, "He returned speedily.

"

Maybe his earlier experience with the

angel caused him not to tarry or ques-

tion, but to react immediately. But I

believe he was motivated by love for

the Lord and his desire to be obedient.

Alma's reaction and attitude to this re-

quest have been of great strength to me
as I strive to serve the Lord.

Amulek called to serve

As Alma returned to the city, he

met a man who provided him with food

and shelter. This man, whose name was
Amulek, had received a vision and rec-
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ognized Alma as a prophet of God.
Alma tarried many days with Amulek
before he began to preach to the people.

Amulek, though a Nephite, had not

been as strong as he might have been in

defending the truths of God and had

fallen somewhat inactive. He was a

man of great reputation and was an in-

dustrious man who had acquired many
riches.

Alma was a blessing to Amulek
and his family while he abided with

them, and they loved him deeply. Fi-

nally, the word came again to Alma,
saying, "Go," and also telling him to

call Amulek to travel with him and be

his companion in teaching the gospel of

Jesus Christ. Amulek obeyed and be-

gan his missionary labors with Alma.
Here again, brothers and sisters, I

am strengthened and guided in how I

should live and react to the opportuni-

ties the Lord gives me to serve. Amulek
had much; he was comfortable and

well-to-do, had a good wife and chil-

dren, had a good position in the com-

munity, and yet he responded without

hesitation to the call to serve.

I have recently been called to

serve. I am deeply humbled by this

calling and responsibility. I know not

why I was called, but pledge to you, my
brothers and sisters, to react "speedily"

to whatever I am commissioned to do,

and I will do so without hesitation.

I love the Lord Jesus Christ and
bear solemn testimony to you that he

lives. He is the resurrected Son of God.
He is our Savior. This is his only true

church, and it is good, of which I bear

testimony in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Benson

We have just heard from Elder

Robert B. Harbertson, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Devere Harris, who was
also sustained last conference as a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, will now address us.

Elder Devere Harris

Dear brothers and sisters, this is

very humbling, and I pray sincerely for

the Spirit of the Lord to sustain me.
Since being called as a General Author-

ity last April, I have developed a

greater love for the gospel of Jesus

Christ and a much deeper appreciation

and love for a great and wonderful wife

who has stood by my side through

every facet of married life. I am grate-

ful for our five children, who sustain us

and live as they should, and thankful

for parents who taught correct prin-

ciples and set a marvelous pattern for us

to follow. I have learned to love and
appreciate good men and women who
have influenced my life and stood by
my side through many Church callings.

Dedication of temple in Australia

I am most thankful to a kind Father

in Heaven for the privilege of serving in

the Area Presidency of the South Pa-

cific Islands under the leadership and

direction of a great and spiritual leader,

Elder Robert L. Simpson, and of being

one with a counselor, companion, and

friend, Elder Philip T. Sonntag. What
a thrill it has been in the last month to

participate in the dedication of a beauti-

ful temple in faraway Australia, and to

see thousands of wonderful Saints as

they came from all corners of that great

land and raised their voices in song and
prayer and appreciation—true evidence

that temples are being built in many
countries across the face of the earth

and that thousands of righteous men
and women and children will visit them


