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pate the results before you submit your
recommendations?

Do you jump to conclusions with-

out taking the time to know the facts

before you make your decision?

Do you properly sustain those

working under your jurisdiction?

Do you sincerely sustain those to

whom you are responsible?

Do you young men and young
women stand loyal, in the face of oppo-

sition, to those moral principles you
have been taught in the home?

Do you, as a wife and mother,

strive earnestly to create an atmosphere

of love and harmony in the home?
Do you fathers and mothers seri-

ously strive to inculcate values of integ-

rity, morality, charity, and good
manners in your children?

Are you completely honest with

yourself and others?

Are you obedient to Him who
gave you life?

"... Every tree is known by his

own fruit" (Luke 6:43-44).

May I suggest a formula for

bringing forth good fruit and helping

one to gain eternal salvation? (1) Have
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and in

yourself, (2) study eternal truths,

(3) ponder and pray for understanding,

(4) strive to incorporate principles of

truth into daily living, (5) exercise in-

tegrity in all that you do, and (6) strive

to do everything you do to a standard of

excellence.

Let us diligently strive to under-

stand the wonderful things of God. The
jewels of the gospel of Jesus Christ are

within our reach. But we must seek

—

ask and strive for—and live the prin-

ciples of truth. When we do so, we will

become better men and better women
and contribute to a better community, a

better nation, and a better world, for

which I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Formula for bringing forth

good fruit

The Lord said to the people in his

day, and to us too: "By their fruits ye

shall know them." (Matt. 7:20.)

"For a good tree bringeth not forth

corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree

bring forth good fruit.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder Derrick.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Ronald E. Poelman of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Ronald E. Poelman

Both the gospel of Jesus Christ

and the Church of Jesus Christ are true

and divine, and there is an essential

relationship between them that is sig-

nificant and very important. Under-
standing the proper relationship

between the gospel and the Church will

prevent confusion, misplaced priori-

ties, and failed expectations and will

lead to the realization of gospel goals

through happy, fulfilling participation

in the Church. Such understanding will

avoid possible disaffection and will re-

sult in great personal blessings.

The gospel and the Church

As I attempt to describe and com-
ment upon the essential relationship be-

tween the gospel and the Church, it is

my prayer that a perspective may be

developed which will enhance the in-

fluence of both the gospel and the

Church in our individual lives.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a

divine and perfect plan. It is composed
of eternal, unchanging principles,

laws, and ordinances which are uni-

versally applicable to every individual



ELDER RONALD E. POELMAN 79

regardless of time, place, or cir-

cumstance. Gospel principles never

change.

The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is the kingdom of

God on earth, administered by the

priesthood of God. The Church has au-

thority to teach correctly the principles

and doctrines of the gospel and to ad-

minister its essential ordinances.

Revealed eternal principles

The gospel is the divine plan for

personal, individual salvation and exal-

tation. The Church is divinely commis-
sioned to provide the means and
resources that implement this plan in

each individual's life.

Procedures, programs, and poli-

cies are developed within the Church
to help us realize gospel blessings

according to our individual capacity

and circumstances. Under divine direc-

tion, these policies, programs, and pro-

cedures may be changed from time

to time as necessary to fulfill gospel

purposes.

Underlying every aspect of

Church administration and activity are

the revealed eternal principles con-

tained in the scriptures. As individually

and collectively we increase our knowl-
edge, acceptance, and application of

gospel principles, we can more effec-

tively utilize the Church to make our
lives increasingly gospel centered.

Conformity to God's standards

The eternal principles of the gos-

pel implemented through the divinely

inspired Church apply to a wide variety

of individuals in diverse cultures.

Therefore, as we live the gospel and
participate in the Church, the conform-
ity we require of ourselves and of others

should be according to God's stan-

dards. The orthodoxy upon which we
insist must be founded in fundamental

principles, eternal law, and direction

given by those authorized in the

Church.

A necessary perspective is gained

by studying and pondering the scrip-

tures. Reading the scriptures, we learn

the gospel as it is taught by various

prophets in a variety of circumstances,

times, and places. We see the conse-

quences as the gospel is accepted or

rejected by individuals and as its prin-

ciples are applied or not.

In the scriptures we discover that

varying institutional forms, proce-

dures, regulations, and ceremonies

were utilized—all divinely designed to

implement eternal principles. The prac-

tices and procedures change; the prin-

ciples do not.

Through scripture study we may
learn eternal principles and how to re-

late them to institutional resources. As
we liken the scriptures unto ourselves,

we can better utilize the restored

Church to learn, live, and share the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

A favorite scriptural source for me
is the Old Testament book of Leviticus.

It is basically a handbook for Hebrew
priests and contains many rules, regula-

tions, rituals, and ceremonies which
seem strange and inapplicable to us. It

also contains eternal principles of the

gospel which are familiar and very

much applicable to everyone.

It is interesting and enlightening to

read the nineteenth chapter of Leviti-

cus, noting both the principles and the

rules and practices.

In the first two verses we read,

"And the Lord spake unto Moses, say-

ing, Speak unto all the congregation of

the children of Israel" (Leviticus

19: 1-2). Here is the principle of revela-

tion. God speaks to his children

through prophets. He does so today.

Continuing, the Lord said to Mo-
ses, "Say unto them, Ye shall be holy:

for I the Lord your God am holy" (Le-

viticus 19:2). Jesus, in the Sermon on

the Mount, said, "Be ye therefore per-

fect, even as your Father which is in

heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:48).

Here is an eternal gospel principle.
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Eternal principles among Hebrews

There follow other eternal prin-

ciples, some from the Ten Command-
ments. Also included are rules and
programs intended to implement these

principles among the ancient Hebrews
in their particular circumstances.

For example, the divinely directed

responsibility to care for the poor is

taught. A program is presented,

namely, providing food for the poor by
leaving the gleanings of the crops and
not reaping the corners of the fields.

(See Leviticus 19:9-10.) Current pro-

grams to care for the poor are much
different. The divine law is the same.

Yet another principle underlies both

programs, ancient and modern: those

being assisted are given opportunity to

participate in helping themselves to the

extent of their capacity.

In verse 13 the principle of hon-

esty is taught, accompanied by a rule

requiring employers to pay employees
for their work at the end of each

day. Generally, today that rule is not

necessary. The eternal principle of hon-

esty is implemented by other rules and
practices.

Verse 27 contains a rule about per-

sonal grooming. It is clearly not appli-

cable to us. However, we also have

standards of dress and grooming. Nei-

ther is an eternal principle; both are

intended to help us implement and
share gospel principles.

The principle of forgiveness is

also set forth in the same chapter of

Leviticus, verse 18, concluding with

the second great commandment, "Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,"

with the added divine imprimatur, "I

am the Lord."

Personal witness of principles

and practices

Every Church member has the op-

portunity, right, and privilege to re-

ceive a personal witness regarding

gospel principles and Church practices.

Without such a witness, one may feel

confused and perhaps even burdened

by what may appear to be simply insti-

tutional requirements of the Church.
We should obey the command-

ments and counsel of Church leaders;

but also through study, through prayer,

and by the influence of the Holy Spirit,

we should seek and obtain an individ-

ual, personal witness that the principle

or counsel is correct and divinely in-

spired. Then we can give enlightened,

enthusiastic obedience, utilizing the

Church as a means through which

to give allegiance, time, talent, and

other resources without reluctance or

resentment.

Daily harmony between gospel and
eternal goals

Happy, fulfilling participation in

the Church results when we relate

Church goals, programs, and policies

to gospel principles and to personal

eternal goals. When we see the har-

mony between the the gospel and the

Church in our daily lives, we are much
more likely to do the right things for the

right reasons. We will exercise self-

discipline and righteous initiative

guided by Church leaders and a sense of

divine accountability.

The Church aids us in our effort to

use our free agency creatively, not to

invent our own values, principles, and

interpretations, but to learn and live the

eternal truths of the gospel. Gospel liv-

ing is a process of continuous individ-

ual renewal and improvement until the

person is prepared and qualified to en-

ter comfortably and with confidence

into the presence of God.

Facts, reason, and the Holy Spirit

My brothers and sisters, by incli-

nation, training, and experience most

of my life I have sought understanding

by the accumulation of facts and the

application of reason. I continue to do

so. However, that which 1 know most
surely and which has most significantly

and positively affected my life I do not

know by facts and reason alone, but
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rather by the comforting, confirming

witness of the Holy Spirit.

By that same Spirit I testify

that God is our Father, that Jesus of

Nazareth is the Only Begotten of the

Father in the flesh, and that he is the

Savior and Redeemer of all mankind
and each of us. Through his atoning

sacrifice, redemption and exaltation are

offered as a free gift to all who will

accept by faith, repentance, and sacred

covenants.

May each of us continue to learn

and apply the eternal principles of the

gospel, utilizing fully and appropri-

ately the resources of the divine, re-

stored Church.
In the words of the Nephite leader

Pahoran "May [we] rejoice in the great

privilege of our church, and in the

cause of our Redeemer and our God"
(Alma 61:14). In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The choir sang "The Lord Is My
Shepherd" without announcement.

President Hinckley

We have listened to Elder Ronald
E. Poelman of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, followed by the choir singing

"The Lord Is My Shepherd."

Elder Boyd K. Packer of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be

our concluding speaker.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

It is the Sabbath day, and outside

is such a glorious day that all nature

seems to bespeak the works of God. I

can't refrain from saying with the poet:

O suns and skies and clouds of

June,

And flowers of June together,

Ye cannot rival for one hour

October's bright blue weather.

(Helen Hunt Jackson, "October's

Bright Blue Weather.")

Doctrine based on convictions

I desire to share a few thoughts

about a basic doctrine of the Church.
What I say is based on these con-

victions:

First: instruction vital to our salva-

tion is not hidden in an obscure verse or

phrase in the scriptures. To the con-

trary, essential truths are repeated over

and over again.

Second: every verse, whether oft-

quoted or obscure, must be measured
against other verses. There are comple-
mentary and tempering teachings in the

scriptures which bring a balanced

knowledge of truth.

Next: there is a consistency in

what the Lord says and what He does.

that is evident in all creation. Nature

can teach valuable lessons about spiri-

tual and doctrinal matters. The Lord
drew lessons from flowers and foxes,

from seeds and salt, and sparrows and

sunsets.

Fourth: not all that God has said is

in the Bible. Other scriptures—the

Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and

Covenants, and the Pearl of Great

Price—have equal validity, and they

sustain one another.

Fifth: while much must be taken

on faith alone, there is individual reve-

lation through which we may know the

truth. "There is a spirit in man: and the

inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding" (Job 32:8). What may
be obscure in the scriptures can be

made plain through the gift of the Holy
Ghost. We can have as full an under-

standing of spiritual things as we are

willing to earn.

And I add one more conviction:

there is an adversary who has his own


