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sion, let us support the enactment of

reasonable laws and regulations that

would help reduce the number of those

whose lives will otherwise become
marred by addiction, child abuse, and

many of the other socfal ills that porno-

graphy helps foster. These laws should

be carefully drawn within constitu-

tional limitations, so that the freedoms
we seek for ourselves now and in the

future are not denied for others.

Faith and prayer

And fifth, let us exercise our faith

and prayerfully seek help from God our

Father in this vital task. There are some
who believe that the pornography in-

dustry is out of control, already too

powerful to curb. I would disagree with

this dim view, but recognize the im-

mensity of the task before us. We know
that people of good will, united in such

a worthy cause, where the moral fiber

of our nations may be at stake, and
aided by divine power, can overcome
any obstacle and meet any challenge to

help our Lord and Savior to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of

man.

Personal morality

"There is a line of demarcation,"

said President George Albert Smith,

"well defined, between the Lord's terri-

tory and the devil's. If you will stay on
the Lord's side of the line, you will be

under his influence and will have no
desire to do wrong; but if you cross to

the devil's side of the line one inch, you
are in the tempter's power, and if he is

successful, you will not be able to think

or even reason properly, because you
will have lost the Spirit of the Lord"

(The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 232).

As a man soweth, so shall he reap.

May we strive to purify our per-

sonal lives, strengthen our homes—and
not just talk about it, but strengthen our

homes—and recognize the evil forces

that are working through insidious

ways to thwart our eternal progress, I

humbly pray, as I declare the reality of

our eternal Father in Heaven and His

beloved Son Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Redeemer. In His holy name,
amen.

President Benson

Elder David B. Haight, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder

Hugh W. Pinnock, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy. He
will be followed by Elder Spencer H.

Osborn, also a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Hugh W. Pinnock

The Holy Spirit sometimes works
upon our minds fervently. We then

know with a sure knowledge which
subject to address. I shall speak of the

inherent necessity of learning more
thoroughly the will of our loving Heav-
enly Father.

Be as perfect as your Father

While serving in Pennsylvania

several years ago, I was pleasantly sur-

prised to be visited by a minister of a

huge Protestant congregation. We ex-

changed pleasantries and discussed the

doctrinal subjects on which we could

find benign agreement. Suddenly he in-

terrupted our conversation by stating,

"You teach one belief with which I

could never agree. It is your idea, that

'as God is, man may become.' " (See

History of the Church, 6:302-17.) He
held a well-worn white Bible in his

hand. I asked him to turn to Matthew
5:48. His nimble fingers quickly turned

to that reference, and he read, "Be ye
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therefore perfect, even as your Father

which is in heaven is perfect."

He gasped and then hesitatingly

agreed to man's great potential. We
read other scriptures, such as: "And
God said, Let us make man in our im-

age, after our likeness" (Genesis 1:26).

He understood, and found a new re-

spect for our teachings. He left a wiser

man, and I felt a renewed gratitude for

the inspiring truths that we understand

and teach.

God's word as our guide

A young woman had almost left

the Church. While I visited the distant

city where she lived, she asked if we
could talk for a few minutes, and 1

agreed. She had heard many of the mis-

conceptions that our detractors have

used to discredit the Church for de-

cades. We read from the scriptures for

about an hour together. With relief re-

flected in her eyes, she finally said, "I

have been misled, haven't I?"

I said, "Yes, you have."
She was disappointed with what

those erring enemies of the Church
were teaching, but was excited to find

herself back thinking clearly again. All

we had done was read from the scrip-

tures together. Confusion and mistakes

come when we forget the importance of

God's word as our unwavering guide.

A friend asked me several months
ago why so many problems have been

plaguing a number of the members of

the Church recently. 1 hesitatingly an-

swered, "Well, the last days are surely

approaching when even the elect shall

be deceived." (See Matthew 24:24.) He
looked at me momentarily and said,

"Well, perhaps that might be a little of

it, but I believe the real reason that so

many are wandering on strange paths is

because they do not follow prophetic

counsel to study the scriptures and at-

tend the classes in Church."
I have thought of that conversation

many times.

Understand Jesus' teachings

Would a person languish in self-

pity and guilt if he understood the

teachings of Jesus: "In my Father's

house are many Mansions. ... I go to

prepare a place for you" (John 14:2).

Also, the episode when the Master

asked those without sin to cast the first

stone at the woman caught in adultery

and then, when they left, asked her,

"Woman, where are . . . thine ac-

cusers? hath no man condemned
thee? . . . Neither do I condemn thee:

go, and sin no more" (John 8:10-11).

Or how could an individual de-

fraud his customers, employer, or em-
ployees if he understood thoroughly

Paul's words: "But evil men and seduc-

ers shall wax worse and worse, de-

ceiving, and being deceived"

(2 Timothy 3:13). Such an individual

would know that his life will progres-

sively become more injured and that he

will lose the spirit of discernment.

How could anyone claim that we
are not Christian people if they had

even a minimal understanding of the

original Church as described in the

New Testament, with baptism for the

dead (see 1 Corinthians 15-29), the

Melchizedek Priesthood (see Hebrews
5:6, 10), Apostles, prophets, evan-

gelists, and teachers (see

Ephesians 4:11).

Or how could an individual com-
mit the heinous crime of child abuse if

he or she remembered the protecting

words of Jesus when he taught, "But

whoso shall offend one of these little

ones which believe in me, it were better

for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea"

(Matthew 18:6).

Or would it be possible for a per-

son to be caught in the subtle humanist

philosophy that appears to be spreading

everywhere if he thoroughly under-

stood these words of Nephi: "Cursed is

he that putteth his trust in man, or

maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken

unto the precepts of men, save their
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precepts shall be given by the power of

the Holy Ghost" (2 Nephi 28:31).

Or would our youth show, in some
instances, almost wholesale disrespect

for parents if they had carefully ana-

lyzed this verse: "Children, obey your

parents in all things: for this is well

pleasing unto the Lord"
(Colossians 3:20).

Likewise, would the parents be

more sensitive toward their little ones if

they understood the concept taught in

the very next verse: "Fathers, provoke
not your children to anger, lest they be

discouraged" (Colossians 3:21.)

Or would immorality be running

rampant if people comprehended those

precious words found in the first letter

to the Corinthians where we learn that

a person who commits fornication sins

against his own body, which is the

temple of the Holy Ghost, and that our

bodies are not our own but have been
bought through the sacrifice of Jesus.

He bought our bodies and our spirits,

and they belong to God. We surely are

to take care of His possessions. (See

1 Corinthians 6:15-20.)

Or would divorce be used so

quickly as a solution to marital differ-

ences and frustrations if the loving

words of our Heavenly Father as

recorded in modern-day scriptures

were understood more thoroughly?

"Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy

heart, and shalt cleave unto her and
none else.

"And he that looketh upon a

woman to lust after her shall deny the

faith, and shall not have the Spirit; and
if he repents not he shall be cast out"

(D&C 42:22-23).

What can we do to keep ourselves

more in tune doctrinally with our Heav-
enly Father? There are three simple

steps:

Attend Church meetings

First, attend our Church meet-

ings. Several years ago we were given

a meeting schedule that consolidated

formal worship into a three-hour time

frame. To each is given the identical

commodity of 168 hours each week.
The knave is given the same amount of

time as the knight. The scriptural

scholar is given the same amount of

time as the doctrinal dumbo. Yes, for

three hours each week we are asked to

attend our formal Church meetings to

become familiar with the word of God.
This is less than two percent of our

time. Yet too often presidencies hold

meetings, members visit in the hall-

ways, and leaders interview during this

precious period. Yes, our leaders

would lead better, our counselors

would counsel better, and our mem-
bers, by worshiping more studiously,

would be able to cope more enduringly

and satisfactorily.

What better lesson can a bishop,

a Relief Society or Young Women
president, a Melchizedek Priesthood

quorum leader, or stake president teach

than by being in a Gospel Doctrine

class with his or her mate studying

the word of God? Children certainly

become more committed to doctrinal

learning when they see their parents

with scriptures in hand going to Church
meetings and studying God's word
together.

Learn our Father's will

Too often we forget our teachings

and doctrine and, by so doing, err to our

own injury and those we love the most.

Within the teachings of God are found

the answers to the dilemmas and chal-

lenges of life. The examples are end-

less, while the solution is fixed; it does

not vary.

Study the scriptures

Second, study the scriptures with

our family, with other members, and
with friends, but also search the words
of God in private contemplation.

Search the scriptures as they relate to

our priesthood, Relief Society, Sunday
School, Young Women, and Primary

lessons. Study the scriptures for addi-

tional enlightenment on how to be more
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happy and less frustrated in what only

too often is at least temporarily a sad

and dreary world. Every four years we
are guided carefully through all of the

scriptures in the adult curriculum of the

Church. In a lifetime, each member can

become a spiritual scriptorian instead

of remaining a scriptural simpleton.

How blessed we are to have our four

books of scripture in editions that in-

clude efficient indexes, chapter head-

ings, and other study helps such as the

Topical Guide.
Last April I was deeply impressed

with the words of Elder J. Thomas
Fyans when he reported to the First

Quorum of the Seventy the method he

and his wife, Helen, use to study the

scriptures. Because his stake confer-

ence assignments kept them from sit-

ting together in the Gospel Doctrine

class, learning from the Book of Mor-
mon this year, they studied the Sunday
School manual together at home, care-

fully marking the scriptures as they

went along. They completed their study

of the Book of Mormon in just four

months and were looking forward to

repeating the experience.

Practice what we learn

Third , brothers and sisters, we are

to practice what we learn and teach. To
overcome scriptural stupor, we must
put what we learn into action. The
scriptures lived for those who wrote

them; we can make them just as real

for us today if we will live by their

teachings.

Often the self-control exercised by

our youth under a full moon results

from remembering a scripture learned

in a seminary, priesthood, Sunday
School, or Young Women's meeting.

Often the discipline or total integ-

rity needed in a business interview or

sales situation comes from a principle

learned through personal scriptural

study or from a well-prepared teacher.

And how we appreciate and love you

teachers in the kingdom!
So often our single members

are able to overcome discomfort, dis-

tress, and discouragement by making
decisions that are based on gospel

teachings.

Yes, each of us is in the business

of managing his own life to be happy
now and forever. We can do so only by

learning and doing our Heavenly Fa-

ther's will.

Perhaps we would consider a man
or woman foolish if he or she did not

claim a rich inheritance. Yet how fool-

ish we are if we do not lay claim on the

doctrinal endowment that we have been

given.

May each of us attend our meet-

ings regularly, study and ponder the

words of God and our prophets dili-

gently, and practice constantly what we
have learned. These words I leave with

you in the name of our King, Re-

deemer, and Master Teacher, Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder Spencer H. Osborn spoke

without further announcement.

Elder Spencer H. Osborn

Prior to this present calling, 1

served as a counselor to President

Marion D. Hanks in the Salt Lake
Temple. The spirit encouraged by him
for all temple workers was taken from

a hand-lettered sign on the wall of a

little boys' clubhouse: "Nobody act

big; nobody act little; everybody act

medium." 1 confess that I feel a great

deal less than medium as I stand here

at this pulpit, this spot hallowed by
prophets and other great leaders who
have stood here and proclaimed eternal

truths.


