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The leader looked me squarely in

the eye and challenged, "By what right

do you ask us to hold? Have you not

seen the evil of the land?"

I replied, "Yes, I know of the sor-

didness of the world. I see the constant

mocking of God's laws, the merchan-
dising on his holy day, the constant

breaking of his commandments. I see

the evil that exists almost universally.

Yes, yes, all these things are true,

still ..." Then I became concerned.

What right had I to ask them to hold?
My eyes began to fall from his

penetrating gaze, but something inside

kept searching, searching, until finally

a laserlike beam locked onto a misty

memory made many months ago and
faithfully filed away for such a time as

this. A vista of a beautiful green valley

passed before me and moved to the

front of my consciousness.

I raised my eyes and met his as he

again said, "What right do you have to

ask us to hold?"

Then with the confidence of sure

knowledge and spiritual direction, 1 re-

plied, "You must hold, for you see, I

have been through Cache Valley on a

Sunday afternoon."

There was no hesitation, no anger,

no look of surprise, no disappointment,

only obedience; and he turned and re-

joined his group, and they left.

Oh, my dear brothers and sisters,

there is power in keeping the Sabbath

day holy—power to help others as well

as ourselves. If we would have God's
blessings and protection as individuals,

as families, as communities, and as na-

tions, we must keep His Sabbath day

holy.

May we all live that someday,
someway, somewhere, somehow, as

we face that which is very serious, we
may be able to say, "Hold, hold, hold";

and, when challenged as to why (even

by ourselves), be able—through obedi-

ence and the confidence of the Spirit

—

to say in our own way, "For I have been

through Cache Valley on a Sunday af-

ternoon," I do humbly pray in the name
of our Savior, who lives. I know he

lives, even Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

There's a vacancy up there in

Cache Valley in the Chamber of Com-
merce; I think they have a good sup-

porter. Elder John H. Groberg, a

member of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty, has just spoken to us.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie, a

member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will now address us.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie

Examine yourselves

I propose some simple tests that all

of us may take to determine if we are

true to the faith. They consist of a few
basic questions, all of which must be

answered correctly in order to gain the

full blessings of the gospel in this life

and inherit eternal life in the realms

ahead.

Our well-beloved brother Paul, an

Apostle of old, counsels us in these

words: "Examine yourselves, whether

ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves" (2 Corinthians 13:5).

And we may well ask ourselves:

Do we believe all of the doctrines of

salvation? Are we keeping the com-
mandments? Are we valiant in the

cause of truth and righteousness? Will

we be saved in the kingdom of God?
From among many questions that

all of us must one day answer, let me
test you on these:
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Worship only true God?

Test one: Do I worship the only

true and living God?
There is no salvation in worship-

ing a false god—neither a cow; nor a

crocodile; nor a cedar post; nor even a

spirit essence, without body, parts, or

passions, that fills the immensity of

space.

True believers worship that Holy
Being who "made heaven, and earth,

and the sea, and the fountains of

waters" (Revelation 14:7).

He is the Father of spirits with

whom we dwelt before the foundations

of the earth were laid. He is our Father

in Heaven, who ordained and estab-

lished a plan of salvation by which his

spirit children might advance and
progress and become like him.

He is a Holy Man, a personage of

tabernacle, having a body of flesh and
bones; and he created mortal man in his

own image, "male and female created

he them" (Genesis 1:27).

He is a glorified and exalted being

in whom all fulness and perfection

dwell, who knows all things and has all

power, all might, and all dominion.

Believe in fall of Adam?

Test two: Do I believe in thefall of
Adam?

There is no salvation in a system
of religion that rejects the doctrine of

the Fall or that assumes man is the end
product of evolution and so was not

subject to a fall.

True believers know that this earth

and man and all forms of life were cre-

ated in an Edenic, or paradisiacal, state

in which there was no mortality, no
procreation, no death.

In that primeval day Adam and
Eve were "in a state of innocence, hav-

ing no joy, for they knew no misery;

doing no good, for they knew no sin"

(2 Nephi 2:23).

But in the providences of the

Lord, "Adam fell that men might be;

and men are, that they might have joy"

(2 Nephi 2:25).

By his fall, Adam introduced tem-

poral and spiritual death into the world

and caused this earth life to become a

probationary estate.

Believe in atonement of

Jesus Christ?

Test three: Do I believe in the

atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ?

As to this question, I give my own
personal answer. It is:

I know that my Redeemer lives;

with Job I testify. What though the rav-

ages of disease destroy my body; what

though I am slain by the sword of

death—yet I know that he who bought

me with his blood shall soon reign on

earth and that "in my flesh shall I see

God" (Job 19:26; see also verse 25).

I am a witness that he was lifted up

upon the cross of Calvary; that he was
crucified, died, and rose again the third

day; that he ascended into heaven,

where, sitting on the right hand of God,
the Father Almighty, he now reigns in

everlasting glory; and that he will soon

come again among the sons of men.
I know that he is the one Mediator

between God and man; that he brings to

pass the immortality and eternal life of

man; that his is a ministry of recon-

ciliation whereby fallen man can be

reconciled with his Maker.

I know that salvation is in Christ

and that only by faith in his name can

we hope for the riches of eternity.

He is my Brother and Friend, but

he is more. He is my Lord, my God,
and my King, whom I worship in the

full majesty of his Godhead and who
will continue to be my Savior, my Re-

deemer, and my God through all the

eternities that lie ahead.

Accept the plan of salvation?

Test four: Do I accept the true

plan of salvation?

As there is only one God and one
Savior, so there is only one salvation,

one strait and narrow path leading to

eternal life, one way in which the grace
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of God can be poured out upon us mor-

tals in full measure.

To gain salvation all men every-

where must have faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ. They must repent of their sins

and be baptized by a legal administrator

who has power to seal on earth and in

heaven. They must receive the gift of

the Holy Ghost, be sanctified by the

power of the Spirit, and keep the com-
mandments of God all their days.

Believe the restored gospel?

Test five: Do I believe the gospel

as it has been restored in this final

dispensation of grace?
Be it known to all men, let it be

proclaimed by the very trump of God,
let angelic choirs sing of its wonders
and glory, let all the hosts of men stand

in awe as the voice from heaven de-

clares that God has in these last days

restored the fulness of his everlasting

gospel.

Let every eye see, every ear hear,

every heart be penetrated—for the

voice of God is heard again. Angels

again are coming from the courts of

glory to declare eternal truths to mortal

men. The gift of the Holy Ghost is

being poured out upon the faithful, and

thousands again shout praises to the

Holy One of Israel.

Hear it, all ye ends of the earth.

God has spoken; the heavens have been

opened; we have his gospel; keys and
powers are again vested in men; and all

men are invited to come, without

money and without price, and feast

upon the good word of God, for salva-

tion is free.

Faithful member of true Church?

Test six: Am 1 afaithful member of
the true Church?

Am I keeping the commandments
of God? Do I love and serve him with

all my heart, might, mind, and
strength?

There is no such thing as gaining

salvation from a false god, or by con-

forming to a false plan of salvation, or

through membership in a false church.

Truth—pure, diamond truth

—

truth unmixed with error, truth and

truth alone can lead a soul to salvation.

Honor Joseph Smith as prophet of

the Restoration?

Test seven: Do I honor Joseph

Smith as the great prophet ofthe Resto-

ration?

In the days of Jesus, wicked and

evil men separated themselves from the

true Christians by defaming the name
of Jesus and cursing him as a false

prophet.

In our day the same approach is

made by ill-disposed persons to the

name of Joseph Smith. The way men
feel about him and his prophetic suc-

cessors divides true believers from
those who serve another master.

Unto Joseph Smith, seer of latter

days, the Lord of Heaven spoke these

words: "The ends of the earth shall in-

quire after thy name, and fools shall

have thee in derision, and hell shall

rage against thee;

"While the pure in heart, and the

wise, and the noble, and the virtuous,

shall seek counsel, and authority, and

blessings constantly from under thy

hand" (D&C 122:1-2).

Why will it ever be thus? Because
Joseph Smith is the restorer of the

knowledge of Christ and of salvation;

because he translated the Book of Mor-
mon, which contains the fulness of the

gospel; because he received revelations

as numerous and glorious as those

given to Moses and Isaiah; because an-

gelic ministrants gave him keys and

powers and priesthoods, which enabled

him and his successors to bind on earth

and have their acts sealed everlastingly

in the heavens—all these are but a few
of the reasons why we honor the name
of Joseph Smith.

I, for one, want to seek counsel,

and authority, and blessings constantly

from the hands of such a man!



104

Sunday, October 7

GENERAL CONFERENCE

Enduring to the end?

Test eight: Am I enduring to the

end, growing in grace, and gaining the

attributes of godliness?

That is to say: Am I growing in

faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,

patience, godliness, brotherly kind-

ness, and charity—as Peter exhorted?

(See 2 Peter 1:5-7.)

Am I working out my salvation

with fear and trembling before the

Lord—as Paul counseled? (See Philip-

pians 2:12.)

Am I walking in the light, as God
is in the light, enjoying fellowship with

the Saints, so that "the blood of Jesus

Christ his Son" will cleanse me from all

sin—as John promised? (See

1 John 1:7.)

Am I pressing forward "with a

steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect

brightness of hope, and a love of God
and of all men, . . . feasting upon the

word of Christ" and enduring to the

end—as Nephi taught? (See 2 Nephi
31:20.)

Do I have a special and holy love

for the Saints, thus identifying me as a

true disciple—according to the word of

the Lord Jesus? (See John 13:35.)

Put God's kingdom first?

Test nine: Do I put first in my life

the things of God' s kingdom? Is it with

me and mine the kingdom of God or

nothing?

President Brigham Young—of

blessed memory who now reigns in

heavenly courts—devised this rallying

cry: "The Kingdom of God or nothing"

(Discourses of Brigham Young, sel.

John A. Widtsoe [Salt Lake City: Des-

eret Book Co., 1941], p. 444; see also

Journal of Discourses, 11:249).

It was echoed by his associates

and might well be revived among us.

A wise cleric of a former day
leaves us this counsel: "If you have not

chosen the kingdom of God first, it will

in the end make no difference what you
have chosen instead."

The kingdom of God on earth is

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, which prepares men for an

inheritance in the kingdom of God in

heaven, which is the celestial kingdom.

When we put first in our lives the

things of God's kingdom, we are

speaking of the earthly kingdom which

prepares us for the heavenly kingdom.

With us, in this life and in the life

to come, it is and should be the king-

dom of God or nothing.

This kingdom of God, both in time

and in eternity, is governed by the spirit

of inspiration. It always sends forth

the mind and will of the Lord, whether

by his own voice or by the voice

of his servants it is the same. (See

D&C 1:38.)

On every issue it behooves us to

determine what the Lord would have us

do and what counsel he has given

through the appointed officers of his

kingdom on earth.

No true Latter-day Saint will ever

take a stand that is in opposition to what

the Lord has revealed to those who di-

rect the affairs of his earthly kingdom.

No Latter-day Saint who is true

and faithful in all things will ever pur-

sue a course, or espouse a cause, or

publish an article or book that weakens

or destroys faith.

There is, in fact, no such thing as

neutrality where the gospel is con-

cerned.

Jesus said: "He that is not with

me is against me; and he that gathered

not with me scattereth abroad"

(Matthew 12:30).

And it was Jacob who said: "They
who are not for me are against me, saith

our God" (2 Nephi 10:16).

If we do not sustain and uphold

and support the kingdom of God in all

things, we are thereby aiding a cause

other than the Lord's.

Only the valiant are saved. Mem-
bers of the Church who are not valiant

in the testimony of Jesus, not valiant in

the cause of Christ, not valiant in de-

fense of his prophets and in preaching

his word are not heirs of the celestial

kingdom.
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Living to be saved in kingdom
of God?

Test ten: Am I so living that I will

be saved in the kingdom of God?
This is our goal and aim and pur-

pose in life. Everything we do should

please the Lord and further our

strivings for salvation.

And, the Lord be praised, there

comes a time in the lives of faithful

Saints when, having kept the faith and
been true and faithful at all hazards, the

Lord says to them: Thou shalt be ex-

alted.

These, then, are a few of the many
tests of true discipleship.

The caravan moves on

Now, I have what every true dis-

ciple has. It is called the testimony of

Jesus. In our day it includes the re-

vealed knowledge that the earthly

kingdom—The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints—will triumph. In

this connection may I set before you
this illustration:

The Church is like a great

caravan—organized, prepared, follow-

ing an appointed course, with its cap-

tains of tens and captains of hundreds

all in place.

What does it matter if a few bark-

ing dogs snap at the heels of the weary
travelers? Or that predators claim those

few who fall by the way? The caravan

moves on.

Is there a ravine to cross, a miry

mud hole to pull through, a steep grade

to climb? So be it. The oxen are strong

and the teamsters wise. The caravan

moves on.

Are there storms that rage along

the way, floods that wash away the

bridges, deserts to cross, and rivers to

ford? Such is life in this fallen sphere.

The caravan moves on.

Ahead is the celestial city, the

eternal Zion of our God, where all who
maintain their position in the caravan

shall find food and drink and rest.

Thank God that the caravan moves on!

In the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just heard from Elder

Bruce R. McConkie, a member of the

Council of Twelve Apostles.

Before hearing President

Hinckley's concluding remarks, we
should like to express, on behalf of all

who have listened to the singing during

sessions of this general conference,

deep appreciation and our sincere grati-

tude to the Tabernacle Choir and Mor-
mon Youth Chorus and to their

conductors and organists.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this conference; the

Relief Society and Church Health Unit

nurses, who have been on hand to ren-

der service throughout the conference;

and the ushers and interpreters.

We express appreciation to the lo-

cal and national press representatives

for the coverage given to the confer-

ence and to the owners and managers of

the many radio and television stations

and cable systems who have given pub-

lic service time to carry sessions of this

conference in many foreign countries.

We shall now be pleased to listen

to President Gordon B. Hinckley, Sec-

ond Counselor in the First Presidency,

who will be the concluding speaker of

the conference, after which the Taber-

nacle Choir will sing "Abide with Me;
'Tis Eventide."

The benediction will be offered by

Elder Franklin D. Richards, a member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy.

This conference will then stand

adjourned for six months.


