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terest and hope that somehow they will

recognize the divine discourse de-

scribed as a testimony.

He invited us to seek after the sin-

gular sheep that was lost. He made us

to understand that a lost sheep is really

a lost soul that we need to seek and
search for, that a lost coin is one who
needs to be counted and then con-

verted, and that a prodigal son is one
that can be saved by serving and then

giving service himself.

He invited little children to come
unto Him and each of us to become as

one of them. He invited men to love one
another as He has loved us, and then He
would call them His disciples. He ex-

tended His love to his Apostles on con-

dition that they understood what
unconditional love for their fellowman
was.

He invites men to receive the

priesthood of God and to magnify it by
service. He invites us to pay our tithing

and fast offering, to teach the gospel,

and to be baptized, and receive the

Holy Ghost. And He invites us to

preach the gospel in all the world be-

cause we are a worldwide church.

Last month my faithful and youth-

ful companion, Timmy Manners, and I

did our home teaching. Sixteen-year-

old Timmy was born in the British Is-

les, I was born in the DDR [German
Democratic Republic], and we teach a

family from France. We visit them in

Germany, and speak English—and we
all understand each other.

Each of our families was con-

verted to this, the Lord's true church,

by dedicated missionaries in different

lands. We were taught by the sweet

Spirit of the Lord. As we meet monthly

in the lovely home of Jean Collin and

his wonderful family, we have the op-

portunity to enlighten one another in

our home teaching visit by that same
sweet Spirit.

We invite the Spirit of the Lord on
bended knee in the attitude of prayer.

On this wise shall ye pray. What an

invitation to communicate in the name
of Christ! We are invited to cry repen-

tance and bear our testimony, and then

as a crown ofcommitment He allows us

to go to His Holy House and be sealed

for eternity.

Before 1830, April 6 was also just

an ordinary day. Since the coming of

the Book of Mormon and the organiza-

tion of His church, the Spirit of the

Lord has touched men and women
around the world. Apostles and proph-

ets and fellow Saints have borne wit-

ness of the divinity of the restoration of

the gospel. Light, knowlege, and truth

have been restored, and the Spirit of the

Lord has been felt by members of His

Church.

My beloved brothers and sisters, I

testify that the Book ofMormon is true,

that Jesus is the Christ and that Spencer

W. Kimball is a prophet of God, and I

invite you to follow them and enjoy the

Spirit of the Lord, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder F. Arthur Kay spoke with-

out further announcement.

Elder F. Arthur Kay

My beloved brothers and sisters,

words are so inadequate to express the

deep and tender feelings of my heart as

I stand at this pulpit, which has been

hallowed by the prophets of God and

their associates, the General Authori-

ties of the Church. Yes, "holy men of

God spake as they were moved by the

Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 1:21), for "they

spake the word of God with boldness"

(Acts 4:31).

I love and revere these valiant ser-

vants of our Heavenly Father and feel

honored and very humbled to be num-
bered among them.
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Testimony of the prophets

I come to this calling knowing that

God lives—that he is our Father, that

Jesus Christ is the very Son of God, our

Savior and the Redeemer of the world.

I say, as did Job:

"For I know that my redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the

latter day upon the earth:

"And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall

I see God:
"Whom I shall see for myself

(Job 19:25-27).

I know that Joseph Smith was a

prophet, called of God, an instrument

in His hands to restore the gospel in its

fulness.

The accounts of the marvelous
manifestations and experiences of his

youth, and throughout his life, have
always been very real to me. I have
identified with him as if they had al-

most been experiences of my own.
I sustain our beloved prophet,

Spencer W. Kimball, with all the

strength that I possess. I never cease to

marvel at the lengthened stride and
progress of the Church under his in-

spired leadership and that of his noble

associates.

I express special appreciation to

President Gordon B. Hinckley this day
for his great and dedicated service at

this time in the history of the Church.

To strengthen others

Now, the great desire of my heart

is to always be found in step and in

unity with the Brethren and to be in

harmony with the revealed word and
will of God, for I know that obedience

is the first law of heaven and the first

law of his kingdom here on earth.

Therefore, I desire to do well that

which is assigned to me, wherever and
under whatever circumstances. "I'll go
where you want me to go, dear Lord."

I'll do what you want me to do. (See

Hymns, no. 75.)

With all my heart I desire to share

my testimony with others of our Fa-

ther's children—those who may have
need of strengthening within the flock,

those who may have estranged them-
selves from God and his Church, or

those who may never have heard the

glorious gospel message.

My earnest desire is to kindle in

their hearts that which burns so deeply

and strongly within my own, that they,

too, may have the peace, the happiness,

the security, and the spiritual strength

that gospel living brings.

As President Kimball has said of

truth and of testimony, it "is the electric

light illuminating the cavern; the wind
and sun dissipating the fog. ... It is

much more than all else, for . . . 'this

is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent.' (John
17:3.)" (Faith Precedes the Miracle

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1972], p. 14).

Testimony, like the widow's cruse

of oil, will not fail (see 1 Kings 17:14),

neither be diminished as it is shared;

rather, it will be enlarged at its base and
renewed at its source.

Joy of service in the temples

With this calling comes the privi-

lege and the blessing and obligation of

sharing my testimony as an especial

witness of Him whose name we bear

and in whose image and likeness we
were created. (See D&C 107:25.)

I want to kindle in the hearts of our

Father's children a desire to receive the

sacred ordinances of His holy house
and help them to understand the impor-

tance of associated covenants and the

necessity of honoring those covenants

if they are to have eternal life.

I want to help them understand

and appreciate the joy of service in the

temples and to understand that service

is essential to their salvation. The
Savior taught this mighty principle

when he said, "Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matthew 25:40).
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It is in these holy edifices we be-

come Saviors on Mount Zion. (See

Obadiah 1:21.) Whenever one serves

selflessly, with an eye single to the

glory of God (see D&C 59:1), one re-

ceives joy unspeakable.

In closing, I wish to express my
eternal gratitude to the sweetheart of

my youth, my eternal companion, for

her long and loyal and faithful service

and devotion to that cause which we
both espouse. I express my love and
devotion to our five daughters, their

husbands, our grandchildren, and to

my sisters and their families, all of

whom extend to me their confidence

and their love. I bear this sacred witness

in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just listened to Elders

John Sonnenberg and F. Arthur Kay,
members of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder Keith W. Wilcox, also sus-

tained for the first time as a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy at Oc-
tober conference, will now address us.

Elder Keith W. Wilcox

Look for the beautiful

Not long ago, President Gordon
B. Hinckley, in a commencement ad-

dress at BYU—Hawaii, admonished
graduates to "stop seeking out the

storms and enjoy more fully the sun-

light" (Church News, 3 July 1983,

p. 10). He pointed out that we can be
negative and look for the ugly in life

and the faults and failings of those

around us, or we can develop positive

attitudes and see the beautiful in life

and the good, the strong, the decent,

and the virtuous in people, which
brings joy and happiness. It is a matter

of attitude.

Shortly after beginning three years

of service as a mission president, I was
reminded of my personal attitude con-

cerning the world and the people in it.

One evening I looked up to see my
thirteen-year-old daughter walking up
to my desk. She stopped and looked
intently at me, with her hands on her

hips. She finally said, "Dad, I think I

have you figured out." Now she had my
complete attention. Then she said,

"You have devoted your life to the

beautiful, haven't you?"
I thought for a few moments, and

then replied, "Yes, Carole, you do have
me figured out. Thank you."

Beauty in buildings and people

My lovely wife and our six beauti-

ful daughters had long been aware of

my interest in the beauty of buildings,

as expressed in my practice as a profes-

sional architect, and also of my interest

in the beauty of this world, as expressed

in my landscape paintings. Carole had

now correctly concluded that I had an

even greater interest in the creation of

beautiful people—the type of radiant

beauty that comes from righteous living

and acceptance of the gospel of Jesus

Christ, as taught by our missionaries.

In recent months in traveling to

many parts of the world, I have ob-

served this same beauty and spiritual

glow in so many of those with whom I

have associated.

During these travels I have also

observed many types of buildings.

More and more I see how buildings and

people resemble each other. The most
beautiful buildings I have seen are our

sacred temples.

The Lord has told us that we can

be beautiful, even like a temple. In

1 Corinthians he said, "Know ye not

that ye are the temple of God, and that

the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?"

(1 Corinthians 3:16.)


