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that it was time for Elijah to be trans-

lated. Elijah and Elisha stood at the

banks of the River Jordan. Fifty other

priesthood holders stood in view far off

as the two stood by the Jordan. "And
Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it

together, and smote the waters, and
they were divided hither and thither, so

that they two went over on dry ground."

And Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I

shall do for thee." Can you imagine?

Then Elijah was translated and de-

parted in a flaming chariot, and the only

thing that was left was his mantle. El-

isha picked up the mantle, then turned

toward the fifty priesthood leaders who
were standing afar off. He had to return

over the river, so he picked up the

cloak, smote the River Jordan, and it

parted. (See 2 Kings 2:1-15.)

I now stand at the Jordan with two
sweet counselors, Bishop Eyring and
Bishop Pace, as we attempt to cross the

River Jordan to serve together. I ask for

the blessings of Bishop Brown, Bishop
Clarke, and Bishop Peterson, and all

those who are here, that my counselors

and I might also have that river part so

we may return and go about our mis-

sion.

Bishop Pace said to me when he
received his call, "You don't know me
that well." My response was, "No, but

the Lord does." Bishop Eyring and I

have known each other since boyhood.
He is a man of God. Sitting in this

audience today is Wilber Cox. Both
Bishop Eyring and I have served as

counselors to him in a stake presidency.

He molded us in a way in which we
have been blessed.

I appreciate being taught by the

example of my mother and father.

Mother, for fifteen years, was a Relief

Society president. After I received my
driver's license, she had me drive her to

deliver the welfare supplies and care for

the needy. Father would always have

me polish the sacrament trays when I

was a deacon, and we would bring them
home and wash the sacrament cloths

and honor the priesthood. When he was
in the bishopric, he took care of the

outside of the building; and we, as

Aaronic Priesthood boys, assisted him.

May the Lord's blessings be with

each and every one of us. It is my tes-

timony that God lives, that Jesus is the

Christ. Of this I have no doubt. I give

you my testimony with those who have

prophesied this day. As I look into their

eyes and feel the love I have for them,

I ask that we might be able to work
together in harmony. I say this in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

Bishop Robert D. Hales, the new
Presiding Bishop of the Church, has

just addressed us.

Elder James E. Faust, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will now address us. He will be fol-

lowed by Elder Boyd K. Packer, also a

member of the Council of the Twelve.

Elder James E. Faust

Christian and disciple

In World War II, I was in a mili-

tary hospital in Africa for a few days
with a respiratory infection. The hospi-

tal was staffed with native orderlies

who were to keep the hospital clean,

change the beds, and generally be of

help to the patients. Because of the

prevalence of malaria and its carrier,

the mosquito, we slept under large

mosquito nets which hung from the

ceiling and covered the whole bed. One
night as I went to bed I slipped my
wallet under my pillow and drifted off

to sleep.

Some time later in the night I was
awakened and startled to feel some
hands slipping under my bedclothes. I

suspected that a thief was after my wal-
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let. I instinctively grabbed one of the

hands and switched on the light. My
wallet slipped out from under the pil-

low. To my surprise, I held the arm of

the native boy who was the orderly as-

signed to clean my room. All he said in

defense of his action was, "Don't
worry. I am a disciple." He could tell

from the look on my face that I did not

understand. In further explanation, he

said simply, "I am a disciple. I am a

Christian. I do not want your purse. I

was only tucking the mosquito netting

around your bed to protect you from the

mosquitoes while you slept." I came to

know that this young man was not only

a Christian, he was a disciple.

True disciples believe, act, speak,
know

True disciples are those who go
beyond simply believing. They act out

their belief. Said the Savior, "If any
man will do his will, he shall know of
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or

whether I speak of myself (John 7:17;

italics added). Disciples follow the Di-

vine Master. Their actions speak in

symphonic harmony with their beliefs.

They know who they are. They know
what God expects of them. They mirror

inner peace and certainty concerning
the mission and resurrection of Christ.

They hunger and thirst after righteous-

ness. They know they are here on this

earth for a purpose. They understand

life after death. They believe that the

transcendent event in the ministry of

the Christ was the Atonement, culmi-

nating in the Resurrection.

The prophet Ether says that a dis-

ciple may with "surety hope for a better

world, . . . which hope cometh of

faith, maketh an anchor to the souls of

men, which would make them sure and
steadfast, always abounding in good
works" (Ether 12:4).

Divine gift

I should like on this afternoon be-

fore Easter to testify concerning the

surety of hope all disciples may have

through the resurrection of the Christ.

The resurrection of Jesus is one of the

greatest messages of all Christianity. It

is a divine gift of the Atonement for all

mankind. The idea that one who has

died can live again was so unprece-

dented, so foreign to all human experi-

ence, that even the Apostles, who had

been told it would happen, could hardly

believe it.

When Mary Magdalene, Joanna,

Mary (the mother of James), and the

other women told the Apostles that they

had seen the resurrected Lord, "their

words seemed to them as idle tales, and

they believed them not" (Luke 24:11;

see also Matthew 28:9-10).

Nevertheless, Peter and John must
have experienced a confirmation of the

Spirit that the women's testimony was
not to be ignored. John testified that

Peter and John literally ran to the sep-

ulchre to see for themselves. They
found that the tomb was empty, just as

the women had said, except for the

linen burial clothes. (See John

20:3-10.) Peter departed "wondering
in himself at that which was come to

pass" (Luke 24:12).

Witnesses of the miracle

As Mary stood without the sep-

ulchre weeping, she was addressed by

an apparent stranger with two ever-so-

tender, compassionate questions:

"Woman, why weepest thou? whom
seekest thou?" In her grief and blinded

by tear-filled eyes, she pleaded with the

stranger, whom she supposed to be the

gardener, "Sir, if thou have borne him
hence, tell me where thou hast laid him,

and I will take him away."

"Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She

turned herself (John 20:15-16).

One, only one, person could speak

her name that way. With that single

word all doubt, confusion, and uncer-

tainty was swept away. Mary, in that

instant, came to the grand, sublime re-

alization that He for whom she

mourned, even Jesus that was cruci-

fied, had risen from the dead, just as the
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angels early that very morning had tes-

tified, "He is risen." (See Luke 24:6.)

Mary was not to be the only wit-

ness of the miracle of the Resurrection.

Although the Savior was the "first-

fruits" of them that slept

(1 Corinthians 15:23), the scriptures

testify that "many bodies of the saints

which slept arose, and came out of the

graves after his resurrection, and went
into the holy city, and appeared unto

many" (Matthew 27:52-53).

Jesus appeared to two followers in

Emmaus whose "eyes were holden that

they should not know him"
(Luke 24:16), and they entreated him:

"Abide with us: for it is toward eve-

ning, and the day is far spent. And he
went in to tarry with them" (Luke
24:29). As Jesus ate with them, their

eyes were opened, and they knew him.
Upon his first appearance to the

ten Apostles following the Resurrec-

tion, they were terrified and thought

they had seen a spirit, and he comforted
them by saying, "Behold my hands and
my feet, that it is I myself: handle me,
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have.

"And when he had thus spoken, he
shewed them his hands and his feet"

(Luke 24:39^0).
Thomas was absent, and when the

others told him of Jesus' resurrection,

his response was disbelief: "Except I

shall see in his hands the print of the

nails, and put my finger into the print

of the nails, and thrust my hand into his

side, I will not believe." At his next

appearance a week later, Christ said to

Thomas: "Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my hands; and reach hither thy

hand, and thrust it into my side: and be
not faithless, but believing.

"And Thomas answered and said

unto him, My Lord and my God" (John

20:25, 27-28).

And so for forty days the Savior

ministered to his Apostles and other

disciples and taught them.

During these forty glorious days,

Christ was also "seen of above five

hundred brethren at once; of whom the

greater part remain unto this

present. . . . After that, he was seen of

James; then of all the apostles." Paul

adds, "And last of all he was seen of

me" (1 Corinthians 15:6-8).

Latter-day witnesses

Latter-day Saints have additional

witnesses of the reality of the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ and of the certainty

of life after death. One of these wit-

nesses is the Book ofMormon, a record

containing the ministry of the resur-

rected Christ upon the American conti-

nent after his death and resurrection in

Jerusalem. The appearance was pre-

ceded by a voice as if it came out of

heaven: "And it was not a harsh voice,

neither was it a loud voice; neverthe-

less, and notwithstanding it being a

small voice it did pierce them that did

hear to the center . . . ; yea, it did

pierce them to the very soul, and did

cause their hearts to bum"
(3Nephi 11:3).

The voice announced, "Behold

my Beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased, in whom I have glorified my
name. . . .

"And behold, they saw a Man de-

scending out of heaven; and he was
clothed in a white robe; and he came
down and stood in the midst of them;

and the eyes of the whole multitude

were turned upon him" (3 Nephi

11:7-8).

He stretched forth his hand and

said, "Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom
the prophets testified shall come into

the world" (3 Nephi 11:10). And he in-

vited the multitude: "Arise and come
forth unto me, that ye may thrust your

hands into my side, and also that ye

may feel the prints of the nails in my
hands and in my feet, that ye may know
that I am the God of Israel, and the God
of the whole earth, and have been slain

for the sins of the world"

(3 Nephi 11:14).

The testimony of modern wit-

nesses is also recorded in the Doctrine

and Covenants. The Prophet Joseph

Smith and Sidney Rigdon testified:
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"And now, after the many testi-

monies which have been given of him,
this is the testimony, last of all, which
we give of him: That he lives!

"For we saw him, even on the

right hand of God; and we heard the

voice bearing record that he is the Only
Begotten of the Father

—

"That by him, and through him,

and of him, the worlds are and were
created, and the inhabitants thereof are

begotten sons and daughters unto God"
(D&C 76:22-24).

The glorified appearance of Jesus

Christ in the temple in Kirtland, Ohio,
was described by the Prophet Joseph
Smith as follows:

"His eyes were as a flame of fire;

the hair of his head was white like the

pure snow; his countenance shone
above the brightness of the sun; and his

voice was as the sound of the rushing of

great waters, even the voice of

Jehovah, saying:

"I am the first and the last; I am he
who liveth, I am he who was slain; I am
your advocate with the Father"

(D&C 110:3-4).

Joseph Smith also testified of the

appearance of the Father and the Son to

him as a young boy: "When the light

rested upon me I saw two Personages,

whose brightness and glory defy all de-

scription, standing above me in the air.

One of them spake unto me, calling me
by name and said, pointing to the

other

—

This is My Beloved Son. Hear
Himl" (Joseph Smith—History 1:17).

What is the resurrection?

What, then, is the resurrection? A
very good description comes from the

Book of Mormon; the prophet Alma
explains that Christ loosed the bands of

temporal death for all of us.

"All shall be raised from this tem-
poral death.

"The spirit and the body shall be
reunited again in its perfect form; both

limb and joint shall be restored to its

proper frame . . . ; and we shall be
brought to stand before God, knowing

even as we know now, and have a

bright recollection of all our guilt.

"Now, this restoration shall come
to all, both old and young, both bond
and free, both male and female, both

the wicked and the righteous; and even

there shall not so much as a hair of their

heads be lost; but every thing shall be

restored to its perfect frame, as it is

now. . . .

"And also concerning the resur-

rection of the mortal body. I say unto

you that this mortal body is raised to an

immortal body, that is from death, even

from the first death unto life, that they

can die no more; their spirits uniting

with their bodies, never to be divided;

thus the whole becoming spiritual and

immortal" (Alma 11:42-45).

The members of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints be-

lieve in universal salvation as well as

individual salvation. We believe that

through the Resurrection and Atone-

ment there will be a resurrection of both

the just and the unjust: "For as in Adam
all [men] die, even so in Christ shall all

be made alive" (1 Corinthians 15:22).

Jesus of Nazareth—the resurrected

Savior

How do we accept Jesus of Naza-

reth?

We joyfully accept him without

reservation as the greatest personage

who ever lived on the face of the earth.

We believe him to be the Messiah,

the Redeemer.
We glory in his mission and his

doctrine.

We delight in him as the firstfruits

of them that slept.

We worship him as the second
member of the Godhead of three.

We humbly come to the Father

through him, believing his words. "I

am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by

me" (John 14:6).

A hallmark of a disciple is de-

scribed in the words of the Master: "By
this shall all men know that ye are my
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disciples, if ye have love one to an-

other" (John 13:35).

We can ask, with Job, the age-old

question, "If a man die, shall he live

again?" (Job 14:14). And the answer-

ing testimony is that Jesus Christ made
the resurrection possible:

"For I know that my redeemer

liveth, and that he shall stand at the

latter day upon the earth:

"And though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall

I see God" (Job 19:25-26).

We testify with Isaiah that "his

name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlast-

ing Father, The Prince of Peace"

(Isaiah 9:6). Of the Resurrection we
can declare with Paul: "O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy

victory?" (1 Corinthians 15:55.)

With the abundance of testimony,

both ancient and modern, sealed by the

witness of the Holy Spirit of God, we

stand firm and unequivocating in our

knowledge that Jesus of Nazareth is the

resurrected Savior. His arms are

stretched forth to all men, including my
native friend in Africa, who, by accept-

ing Him in His appointed way, may
become not just believers but true dis-

ciples and with Paul hope to "obtain a

better resurrection" (Hebrews 11:35).

To all we say, "May Christ lift

thee up, and may ... the hope of his

glory and of eternal life, rest in your

mind forever" (Moroni 9:25). In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just heard from Elder

James E. Faust, a-member of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Boyd K. Packer, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will be our concluding speaker.

Elder Boyd K. Packer

Brethren and sisters, I had in mind
speaking on another subject today.

However, during the last few
days, I have had pressing upon me, by
inspiration as I believe, the feeling that

I should present some counsel on an-

other subject.

Ordained by one having authority

I have here in my hand a most
interesting document. Let me quote

from it: "To whom it may concern:

"This certifies that Parley P.

Pratt, has been received into the church

of the Latter Day Saints, . . . and has

been ordained an elder according to the

rules and regulations of said church,

and is duly authorized to preach the

gospel, agreeably to the authority of

that office. . . .

"Given by the direction of a con-

ference of the elders of said church,

assembled in Kirtland, Geauga

County, Ohio, this 26th day of April,

in the year of our Lord one thousand,

eight hundred, and thirty-five. [Signed]

Joseph Smith Jr. . . . Oliver Cowdery,
Clerk" (Parley P. Pratt Collection, Ar-
chives of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City).

So that you may sense the signifi-

cance of this document, I quote from
the forty-second section of the Doctrine

and Covenants:

"I say unto you, that it shall not be
given to any one to go forth to preach

my gospel, or to build up my church,

except he be ordained by some one who
has authority, and it is known to the

church that he has authority and has

been regularly ordained by the heads of
the church" (D&C 42:11; italics

added).

I read that elder's certificate to

show that from the very beginning of

the Church very careful procedures of

authorization have been followed.


