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blessings that Heavenly Father has in

store for those that truly serve him, in

the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder M. Russell Ballard spoke

without further announcement.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Blessings of the holy priesthood

Just fifteen days ago, by assign-

ment, I left Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

which is approximately ten thousand
miles from here. The world is very

small in some ways. Had I been able to

fly directly from Addis Ababa to Salt

Lake City, it would have taken approxi-

mately nineteen hours. In many other

ways, however, the world is very large.

Billions of our Heavenly Father's chil-

dren live upon the earth in all kinds of

circumstances; the plight of those who
are living in the drought-stricken areas

of Africa is disastrous. Human suffer-

ing there is almost beyond description.

I do not know all the reasons for the

suffering. However, this most recent

experience in my life has had a pro-

found effect on me. I will never be the

same.

I can testify to you, my brethren,

that I know as I have never known be-

fore that to enjoy the privilege of hold-

ing the holy priesthood is a most
treasured blessing. If every one of you
young men of the Aaronic Priesthood

could have been on the mission to Ethi-

opia with Bishop Glenn Pace and me,
your hearts surely would have been
filled with the desire to honor your
priesthood. I do not believe even one of

us in this vast priesthood gathering

should take for granted the great bless-

ings that we enjoy as bearers of the holy

priesthood.

When we arrived in Ethiopia, we
found one member of the Church,
Brother Harry Hadlock from Seattle,

Washington. He was overjoyed to meet
two brethren of the priesthood. On Sun-

day morning, the three of us held a

testimony meeting and then, with our

priesthood, blessed and passed the sac-

rament. The Spirit of the Lord was
present. Because we had a deep yearn-

ing to help our Father's children who
were suffering, we offered a special

prayer that rain might come to that

drought-stricken area. We felt a deep

sense of the importance of our mission.

I knew that if we called upon the Lord
to bless the land the elements would be

tempered. We prayed, brethren, for

rain. During the balance of the time we
were in Ethiopia it rained every day

wherever we traveled. We were grate-

ful to our Heavenly Father because the

rain was a special witness to us that he

was aware that his sons, bearing his

holy priesthood, were about his busi-

ness in that part of the world.

Training to serve missions

But there was more we could do
for them, much more. We have a spiri-

tual gift, the living waters, to share.

(See John 4:10.) Could we but give

them this, they would not thirst there-

after. My brethren, tonight I feel a deep

urgency to touch the heart of every boy
in the Church that each one might have

a desire to live worthy to hold the Mel-

chizedek Priesthood and serve a mis-

sion. You young men must live worthy

to become elders so you can carry the

light of the gospel of Jesus Christ to

every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people as the Lord has commanded us

to do. (See Mosiah 15:28.)

The light of the gospel of Jesus

Christ is needed desperately in the far

reaches of the earth. You young men
who are here tonight need to prepare

now for your future service. I would
ask, which one of you knows what the
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Lord has in mind for you to do in the

future? May I ask also, which of you
may someday sit here in the Tabernacle

in these red chairs on the rostrum? As
unlikely as it may seem to you young
men tonight, all of the General Authori-

ties were boys once, much like you.

Even I was your age once. No young
man should aspire to a calling, but as

surely as you are sitting in this priest-

hood meeting tonight, many of you will

preside over wards, stakes, missions,

quorums, and, of course, your own
families. Priesthood training, my
brethren, starts when a young man is

ordained a deacon in the Aaronic

Priesthood. You Aaronic Priesthood

bearers need to understand that you are

in training.

Nephi had a good training plan. I

recommend it to all of the boys here

tonight: "And it came to pass that I,

Nephi, being exceedingly young [he

was in his teens], nevertheless being

large in stature, and also having great

desires to know ofthe mysteries ofGod,
wherefore, I did cry unto the Lord; and
behold he did visit me, and did soften

my heart that I did believe all the words
which had been spoken by my father;

wherefore, I did not rebel against him
like unto my brothers" (1 Nephi 2:16;

italics added). The key, my brethren,

was Nephi's desire to "know of the

mysteries of God." You young men,
fill your hearts with this desire.

Training for later calls

Of all the training I have received

in my Church assignments, none has

been more important to me than the

training I received as a nineteen-year-

old elder serving a full-time mission in

the British Isles. As I look back now,
I can see that no training in my life was
more important for what I am now do-

ing in the Church than the training I

received as a full-time missionary.

I am convinced, boys, that the

Lord has no better place to get ac-

quainted with you than when you serve

him in the mission field. When you are

serving your mission, he will send you

on errands to act in his name. He will

give you experience with the power of

the Holy Ghost. He will authorize you
to teach, to convert, and then to per-

form the sacred ordinances of salvation

in his name. He will come to know you.

He will come to know that he can trust

you and can rely on you. He will help

you learn the lessons that will qualify

you for the great work that you must
perform as you do your part in carrying

the message of the Restoration to

everyone in the world.

Prompting of Spirit, and goodness
of people

On the recent errand to Ethiopia,

the Spirit prompted Bishop Pace and
me. We knew what to do. We knew
what to say. We knew where to go. In

many ways, boys, I relived some of my
missionary experiences of thirty-four

years ago. For example, we needed a

permit from the government to travel to

Makale to visit the food stations and the

distribution centers where tens of thou-

sands of homeless refugees were gath-

ered. When the permit was delayed,

desiring to fill our mission, we knelt in

prayer and asked the Lord for help. The
next morning the permits were issued.

Then we needed to get from Addis Ab-
aba to Makale. We again prayed for

help and then found passage with a

British Royal Air Force mercy flight in

a C- 1 30 Hercules transport plane . From
Makale, we had no way to travel to

Asmara. The Lord knew of our need.

Late in the afternoon we hitched a ride

with a Swedish Air Force mercy flight.

Hitchhiking is not a good idea, and
especially not by air, but being on the

Lord's errand, it was all right.

I have deep affection for the good-

ness of people, many of whom I met in

far-off Ethiopia, who are not members
of the Church but who are giving un-

selfish Christian service. Brethren, I

was so grateful that the Church made a

significant contribution to help meet a

desperate need. I believe if we had
more missionaries in the world, render-

ing meaningful Christian service and
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helping people come to the knowledge
of the glorious message of the Restora-

tion, we would find favor with the

Lord.

Call every worthy boy to serve

mission

I say to you young men tonight,

get ready; every one of you, get ready.

This world needs your service. Repent

if you need to. Study from the standard

works every day. Say your prayers

morning and night. Develop in your
heart a desire to know the mysteries of

God. To lead the Church tomorrow,
you must prepare today. Train hard,

boys, and I promise you that you will

live to be grateful that you made the

effort to prepare.

Now, you young men, may I

speak a few words to your bishops and

stake presidents? You can listen if

you'd like to. The past four days we
have enjoyed historic meetings with the

mission presidents and their wives from
every mission in the Church, along

with all of the Regional Representa-

tives, and the stake presidents. We
have received instruction from the First

Presidency, the Council of the Twelve,

and others. We were instructed to call

every worthy boy to serve a mission. I

encourage each of you bishops in the

Church to review carefully the roster of

boys who are old enough to serve mis-

sions so you can extend a call to every

one. Don't miss one!

I would like to share with you a

personal experience. When I served as

bishop many years ago, a fine young
man in our ward had fallen in love be-

fore being called to serve his mission.

He made it known that he was going to

get married and would not be available

for missionary service. I worried how I

was going to approach this young man
because I felt an urgency as his bishop

to see that he served our Father in

Heaven as a missionary. When I invited

Doug into my office, I approached him
in a different way than I had ever ap-

proached a prospective missionary. I

was prompted to say, "Doug, the Lord

wants you to serve a mission." Doug
said he was not going to serve a mission

because he was going to be married. I

asked him to get together with his

sweetheart and his parents and to fast

and to pray. I asked him to come back
within a week and tell me what he was
going to do about the fact that he had
been called to serve the Lord.

One week later, with a great deal

of emotion, Doug said to me, "Bishop,

we did what you asked us to do. I can-

not ignore a call from the Lord. I desire

to serve. How do I proceed?" Doug
served his mission. In fact, he served as

a counselor to his mission president.

Upon returning, he married his sweet-

heart. She waited for him—that is not

always the case, and it may not always

be best that they do—but in Doug's
case it worked out. He has since served

as a bishop and presently serves as the

first counselor in his stake presidency.

His mission was one of the most impor-

tant training periods of his life.

Prepare to serve

May we ask all priesthood leaders,

especially you fathers, to help prepare

your sons. Prepare them both spiritu-

ally and temporally, to look and to act

as servants of the Lord.

Now you fine young men of the

Aaronic Priesthood, remember: the

Aaronic Priesthood is a preparatory

priesthood. You are in training. Train

hard. Get ready. The Lord needs you.

The world needs you. The Church
needs you.

A wonderful chorus of missionar-

ies sang to us yesterday these words:

"Called to serve him, heav'nly

King of glory,

Chosen e'er to witness for his

name; . . .

Onward, ever onward, as we glory

in his name."
("Called to Serve," Sing with Me,

B-85.)

May God bless all of you young
men to desire to serve him is my
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humble prayer. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

We have just heard Elder M.
Russell Ballard, a member of the Presi-

dency of the First Quorum of the Sev-

enty.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Praise to the

Man."

The choir and congregation sang

'Praise to the Man."

President Hinckley

I note that most of you in the bal-

cony have taken off your coats. It is

warm. If any of the others of you feel

to shed your coats, you may feel at

liberty to do so. We would like you to

be as comfortable as possible.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Marvin J. Ashton, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, following which we shall en-

joy seeing and hearing a visual and au-

dio clip featuring President Spencer W.
Kimball. This consists of clips taken

from previous talks given at this pulpit

at past general priesthood meetings.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

President Kimball: true disciple of

Christ

Each time I listen to the voice and
words of President Spencer W.
Kimball, my testimony that he is in-

deed a living prophet is reaffirmed

with great impact. I bear you my
special witness at the outset to that

great reality and truth. Through him we
have been blessed with continuous

guidance and direction in the ways of

the Lord. By his example we have
learned how to live the Christlike life.

From him we have learned the meaning
of endurance.

Day after day, trial after trial,

President Kimball has set his goals and
moved forward and upward, becoming
a true disciple of Christ.

We as members of the Church of

Jesus Christ have a prophet who has

shown us by his daily living the formula
for success. By sharing with you to-

night some personal experiences I have
had with President Kimball, I hope I

can encourage all of us to look to his life

for inspiration as we set our goals.

President Kimball: minister and
servant

When I was ordained an Apostle,

Spencer W. Kimball was President of

the Council of the Twelve. I remember
his saying to me, "Marvin, I am Acting

President of the Twelve. Harold B. Lee

is President of the Twelve. As long as

he is serving as a counselor in the First

Presidency and is my senior, I am
merely Acting President." He wanted

me to understand that. He has always

been careful never to assume any role

that was not rightfully his. He was indi-

cating also his respect for President Lee
and at the same time teaching me. He
has always applied Matthew
23:12—"He that shall humble himself

shall be exalted."

After one of our lengthy temple

meetings, when I had been a member of

the Twelve for only a short time, Presi-

dent Kimball took hold of my arm and

said, "Will you wait just a few minutes?

I want to talk to you." Of course I

waited. When we were alone he said, "I

don't want the First Presidency or the

other members of the Twelve to know,


