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I bear testimony that the destiny of

every individual, every prince, every

emperor, of every king, president,

statesman, or ruler under heaven is in

the hands of God. He made the world

and all that is in it. They may not go
further than the Master permits. Adver-

sity will purify Zion. Opposition will

make us stronger in our courage and
firmer in our faith.

I bear testimony that this work will

continue to roll forth in strength and
power throughout all the earth until all

things which have been predicted by
the prophets are fulfilled.

May the Lord bless all the Saints

of God throughout the world. May He
bless all the house of Israel, all of the

dispersed of every tribe, all the righ-

teous, the pure, the holy and good in

every nation, is my humble prayer, in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just listened to Elder

George P. Lee, a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Derek A. Cuthbert, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Seventy,

will now address us.

Elder Derek A. Cuthbert

Over nineteen hundred years ago,

the Apostle Paul, in writing to the

Saints at Ephesus, declared: "One
Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephe-

sians 4:5). How far we have drifted

over the intervening years, for there are

now more than a thousand different

churches claiming to be Christian.

For the first twenty-four years of

my life I was an active member of one
of this multitude of churches of Chris-

tendom. However, I had many unan-

swered questions which prompted me
to listen to the young Mormon mission-

aries when they knocked on our door in

England. Similar questions remain un-

answered for millions of people who
claim membership in some church but

who do not have a clear understanding

of the Savior's teachings.

I would therefore like to suggest

ten questions which members of any
church might ask our missionaries, or,

indeed, any Latter-day Saint. My life

was changed, along with my dear

wife's, as we met with the missionar-

ies, asked questions, and prayed to

know the truth.

Question no. 1: Why doesn't God
speak to us today?

My wife and I grew up as teen-

agers during the Second World War,
and this question often came to our

minds. We felt strongly the need for

God's guidance then, as we do today in

these challenging and perilous times.

Anciently, through the prophet Amos,
the Lord had declared, "Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, but he revealeth

his secret unto his servants the proph-

ets" (Amos 3:7). I never felt that reve-

lations had ceased just because those

already given had been bound into a

book, the Holy Bible.

It was not until five years after the

hostilities of war had ceased that I re-

ceived the answer. God does speak

again, through prophets, and revelation

once more flows down from the heav-

ens. These and many other wonderful

truths enlightened our minds and lifted

our souls as the missionaries taught us.

How exciting to realize we are living in

the latter days, "the times of restitution

of all things, which God hath spoken by

the mouth of all his holy prophets since

the world began" (Acts 3:21). How
wonderful to learn of another book of

scripture, the Book of Mormon, re-
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vealed through a latter-day prophet as

another testament of Jesus Christ.

Question no. 2: What is God like?

The Lord himself, in his beautiful

intercessory prayer, petitioned: "And
this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus

Christ, whom thou hast sent"

(John 17:3). What a contrast to the

teachings of most churches that it is a

mystery, that we cannot know and
should not know what God is like.

How wonderful that the Almighty
God has identified himself to us

through his beloved son, Jesus Christ.

He has revealed himself as our Father

in Heaven, who wants us, his children,

to keep in touch with him while we are

away from our heavenly home. Ask a

little child to close his eyes and think of

God and then describe him. Will he

describe a spirit? No! He will tell of a

loving, kindly faced, white-robed per-

sonal being. In his epistle to the He-
brews, Paul describes Jesus, in relation

to God the Father, as "being the bright-

ness of his glory, and the express image
of his person" (Hebrews 1:3). Yes, the

Holy Bible answers the question as to

what God is like, but people have been
led astray by nonbiblical teachings and

by half-truths. To correct the traditions

of error handed down through the cen-

turies, God himself has appeared in a

pillar of light, together with his beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to the Prophet

Joseph Smith.

Question no. 3: What does your
church teach about family life?

The strength and moral fiber of a

nation is in its families, and any church
purporting to be Christian must cherish

family life, both as a precious, God-
given heritage and as a priceless, prom-
ised inheritance. I shall be eternally

grateful that our missionary teachers

expanded our vision of family signifi-

cantly. They encouraged us to gather

our children around us night and morn-
ing in family prayer. We were then

introduced to family home evening, an

institution in Latter-day Saint homes
throughout the world. It is indeed a

great anchor and fortress to gather to-

gether at least one evening a week to

discuss applications of gospel prin-

ciples, have happy, healthful activity,

develop talents within the family circle,

and to pray together. We often remi-

nisce about the family home evenings

we have had over the years, but there is

something to be prized even more. Al-

though previously married "until death

do you part," we have now been mar-

ried in a Latter-day Saint temple for

"time and eternity." Our family can be

forever!

Question no. 4: How can God be
just if baptism is essential and
many die without knowing this?

I had been baptized by sprinkling

as a baby, but I came to realize that

baptism is for remission of my own
sins, not for Adam's or anyone else's

transgressions. I was happy to learn

that little children need no baptism, for

they are innocent until the age of ac-

countability. But what of those who
were accountable who had not received

baptism before dying?

I remember a fine minister, visit-

ing Salt Lake City from South Africa,

who came to my office inquiring:

"What is the basis for your doc-

trine of baptism for the dead?"

"Is baptism essential?" I asked.

"Yes," he responded.

"Do you believe God is just?"

"Of course," he replied.

"Then what of those who died

without baptism?" I inquired, and he

indicated that he had often wondered
about that. I asked whether he had over-

looked Paul's teaching: "Else what

shall they do which are baptized for the

dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are

they then baptized for the dead?"

(1 Corinthians 15:29). The minister

looked at me and quietly said: "Thank
you for explaining that doctrine." I was
glad he had been enlightened but sad

that he and so many others had failed to
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see before. Yes, our Father in Heaven
loves all of his children and has pro-

vided a way for every one of them to

return to him.

Question no. 5: If God loves us so

much, why doesn't he warn us

about the evils of alcohol, tobacco,

and other drugs?

So many of God's children de-

grade themselves by becoming chem-
ically dependent. He is concerned, and

in the year 1 833 he gave such a warning
through the latter-day prophet, Joseph

Smith. This health law is called the

Word of Wisdom. Oh, that the world

would heed this counsel from the Lord
through a prophet, for a great part of

crime, sickness, and unhappiness in the

world is drug related.

Question no. 6: How does your
church care for you and fulfill

your needs in addition to your
Word of Wisdom?

Over the years of my membership
in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, I have greatly appreciated

the opportunities for service, for there

is no paid ministry. Every worthy male

member of the Church above the age of

twelve may hold an office in the priest-

hood. Similarly, the girls and women
of the Church receive many assign-

ments to lead and teach and serve. Each
family is visited monthly by priesthood

home teachers, who care for their

needs, and by visiting teachers from the

women's Relief Society, whose motto

is "charity never faileth." We also en-

joy all kinds of physical, spiritual and

social activity, and receive instruction

on such subjects as personal and family

preparedness, including home produc-

tion and storage.

For those who fall on hard times

due to unemployment or sickness, help

is given to rehabilitate and reestablish.

Such assistance comes from the general

membership, who fast two meals each

month and give the money to relieve the

poor and the needy. Yes, the Lord does

watch over us and counsel us and warn
us through his appointed and ordained

ministers. These teachings and inspired

programs are now being shared with

God's children all over the world.

Question no. 7: Why do you send

missionaries all over the world,

when most churches concentrate on
Third World countries?

I must confess that question was in

my mind when the young men knocked
on our door and announced they were
missionaries. Having studied the New
Testament, I should have known the

answer, for the Savior gave it so clearly

as he instructed his Apostles just before

his ascension. "Go ye therefore and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19).

The fact that the Lord gave the commis-
sion is sufficient justification for carry-

ing the gospel to the ends of the earth.

People of all nations need the truth and

purpose and happiness which the ful-

ness of the gospel brings. Everyone
should be interested in truth, and so we
say to people of all faiths, Keep all the

truth you have and we will add to it.

This is why tens of thousands of young
men and women and well over a thou-

sand retired couples are voluntarily giv-

ing eighteen months to two years,

preaching the restored gospel of Jesus

Christ to all the world.

Question no. 8: What is your
understanding of the purpose of

life?

In its basic form, this question

might be expressed as "Why am I

here?" There is a yearning deep down
in all people to know the answer in

order to live a purposeful life. As all

loving parents do, our Heavenly Father

had made a plan for us, his children,

before this earth ever existed. In that

period of time, which we call the pre-

mortal existence, we lived with God as

his spirit children. In order for us to

progress further, it was necessary for us
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to experience mortality by receiving a

physical body provided by earthly par-

ents. Being away from the presence of

God for a while, we learn to walk by
faith and develop qualities which will

eventually qualify us to return to our

heavenly home as resurrected beings.

The Almighty God, our Heavenly
Father, has declared his great purpose

and plan for his children: "For behold,

this is my work and my glory—to bring

to pass the immortality and eternal life

of man" (Moses 1:39). Without this pe-

riod of life on earth, we can achieve

neither immortality nor eternal life.

Question no. 9: How do you know
the answers you have given are

true?

I know because of my testimony,

which comes from deep inside me
and yet is from a divine source. The
wonderful missionaries brought a spe-

cial gift, which I received following

baptism.

"A gift you say? What did they

buy for you that has made you so happy
and made you so sure that God and
Jesus live and that they speak to us in

these days through prophets?"

No, it was not a gift purchased,

except by the atoning blood of Jesus

Christ. He promised that he would send

a Comforter, even the Holy Ghost, to

guide and bless and comfort and testify

of truth.

"You mean you have the gift of the

Holy Ghost as was promised and be-

stowed in the early Church?"
Yes. After I had come up out of

the water, hands were laid upon my
head by one having authority from
Jesus Christ himself, and I received the

Holy Ghost to be my constant compan-
ion. The Holy Ghost testifies of truth;

he bears witness of the Father and the

Son.

Question no. 10: How can I know
for myself that what you teach is

true?

To all who ask this question,

the promise found in the Book of Mor-

mon is powerful, true, and of eternal

significance.

"And when ye shall receive these

things, I would exhort you that ye

would ask God, the Eternal Father, in

the name of Christ, if these things are

not true; and if ye shall ask with a sin-

cere heart, with real intent, having faith

in Christ, he will manifest the truth of

it unto you, by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

"And by the power of the Holy
Ghost ye may know the truth of all

things" (Moroni 10:4-5).

Add to the truth you have

Yes, my dear inquiring friend, we
will add to the truth you have, for God
speaks again through prophets. He has

revealed himself to man in modern
times. It is possible for families to be
forever, for God has restored the sacred

temple ordinances for the living and the

dead. Furthermore, he has given us a

health law, a welfare program, and a

missionary system. He has revealed the

purpose of life and has given us the

Holy Ghost that we might testify to

others and know for ourselves that this

is the living Church of the living Christ,

and that he speaks through a living

prophet, even our beloved President

Spencer W. Kimball. I so testify, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

We have just heard from Elder

Derek A. Cuthbert, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy. The choir

and congregation will now join in sing-

ing "Now Let Us Rejoice," following

which we shall hear from Elder Robert

E. Wells, a member of the First Quo-
rum of the Seventy.

The choir and congregation sang

"Now Let Us Rejoice."

Elder Robert E. Wells spoke with-

out further announcement.


