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President Gordon B. Hinckley

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

feel profoundly grateful for the sustain-

ing faith and prayers of the Latter-day

Saints. To stand before you in this ca-

pacity is a most serious and sacred re-

sponsibility. I claim no special talent. I

hope that all of you realize that I am not

here of my own choice. I did not seek

this responsibility. It was placed upon
me by the prophet of the Lord. It is one
from which I cannot shrink.

Resolutions and gratitude

I am driven by two resolutions.

The first is to serve the Lord to the very

best of my ability. I think I understand,

in some small measure at least, what
that means. The second is to serve His

chosen prophet, President Spencer W.
Kimball, and lift from his shoulders

every burden that I legitimately can. I

consider these to be sacred and binding

obligations and more important than all

other considerations.

I am profoundly grateful to my
brethren of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, who consistently and without

exception have met every request and

every assignment given them. They
have been most supportive. The same
holds true for the members of the First

Quorum of the Seventy and the Presid-

ing Bishopric. I repeat what I have said

before at this pulpit, that there is perfect

unity among the Brethren. They are not

yes-men. Each is a man of understand-

ing, of conviction, of great proven abil-

ity. Each is also a man of humility, with

a willingness to subdue all personal

considerations and place first the work
of the Lord.

A constantly unfolding miracle

My constant association with

these able and dedicated Brethren is for

me a constantly unfolding miracle. We
deal with many problems of a serious

nature, with many forces impacting on
the solution to those problems. Each

man is encouraged and is free to give

his opinion and express his judgment.
It is a most remarkable and wonderful

thing to witness how, under the influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit, there is a grad-

ual melding of judgment, which
invariably leads to a united decision.

No policy of importance, no ac-

tion of consequence, is taken without

consideration in the highest councils of

the Church and without unanimity of

feeling on the decisions reached. No
such action is taken without earnest and
sincere prayer and without a plea to the

Almighty for guidance and revelation,

and, further, without the approval of

the President of the Church.

Some wonder about who is direct-

ing the Church. I give you my solemn
testimony that inspiration from on high

is received and that it is our Father in

Heaven and His Beloved Son, the Re-
deemer of the world, who are guiding

and directing this church to bring to

pass their eternal purposes in behalf of

the sons and daughters of God.

Tribute to modern prophets

These are important and vital days

in the work of the Lord. For instance,

we are living in one of the most signifi-

cant and important epochs in the history

of the Church and in the history of

God's work among His people. We are

living in the greatest era of temple

building ever witnessed, and of that I

wish to speak for a few minutes.

I sing with conviction our great

Latter-day Saint hymn, "We thank

thee, O God, for a prophet, to guide us

in these latter days" (Hymns, 1985,

no. 19). I sing it in appreciation for and
tribute to the Prophet Joseph Smith,

through whom the foundation of this

work was revealed in this the dispensa-

tion of the fulness of times. I sing it in

appreciation for and tribute to him
whom we today honor as our prophet,

President Spencer W. Kimball.
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Temple building and opposition

Temple building and the dedica-

tion of temples have gone on at such a

pace in the last few years that some pay
little attention and feel it is of small

significance.

But the adversary has not been un-

mindful of it. The building and dedica-

tion of these sacred edifices has been
accompanied by a surge of opposition

from a few enemies of the Church as

well as criticism from a few within.

This has brought to mind a statement of

Brigham Young in 1861 while the Salt

Lake Temple was under construction.

Evidently when someone with previous

experience was asked to work on the

Salt Lake Temple, he responded, "I do
not like to do it, for we never began to

build a Temple without the bells of hell

beginning to ring."

To which Brigham Young replied,

"I want to hear them ring again. All the

tribes of hell will be on the move, if we
uncover the walls of this Temple. But
what do you think it will amount to?

You have all the time seen what it has

amounted to" (in Journal of Dis-

courses, 8:355-56).

Yes, in these recent times we have
felt much of opposition, but we have
also noted the frustration of those who
have tried to stop this work. We have
been strengthened, and we have moved
forward under the promise of the Lord,

who said: "I will not suffer that they

[the enemy] shall destroy my work;

yea, I will show unto them that my
wisdom is greater than the cunning of

the devil" (D&C 10:43).

this is. The sacred and important work
that goes on in temples must be acceler-

ated, and for this to happen, it is neces-

sary that temples be taken closer to the

people rather than having the people

travel so far to temples.

I wish that anyone who has any

doubt concerning the strength and

power of this cause could have had the

experiences that I have had in recent

months in these dedicatory services in

the United States, in Asia and Aus-

tralia, in Mexico, Central America, and

South America, in Europe and Africa.

I have looked into the faces of tens of

thousands of Latter-day Saints. Their

skins are of varying colors and hues.

But their hearts beat as one with testi-

mony and conviction concerning the

truth of this great restored work of God.
I have heard their testimonies spoken

with sincerity. I have listened to their

prayers. I have heard them lift their

voices in anthems of praise. I have seen

their tears of gratitude. I have known of

their sacrifices made in appreciation for

the blessings that have come to them.

Their languages have been many,
but they have spoken as with one voice

in testimony of divine and eternal truth

restored to earth. These are men and
women who love the Lord, who under-

stand His eternal plan, who are imbued
with a selflessness that prompts dedi-

cated service without expectation of

thanks or reward. It has been the same
everywhere we have been. I wish there

were time to speak of experiences in

each of these many temple dedication

services. I can touch only lightly on

three or four.

Experiences at temple dedications Mexico City Temple

In little more than two and a half

years we have dedicated sixteen new
temples and rededicated the restored

Manti Temple. Before the end of the

year, we shall dedicate at least one
more, so that we will have dedicated six

in 1983, six in 1984, and six in 1985.

This great impetus in temple building

was given by President Kimball under
revelation from the Lord, whose work

I have been to Mexico a number of

times extending over a period of many
years. Once our people there seemed so

poor, their education so meager. They
appeared to be seriously handicapped
in many ways.

Now, recently, when the Mexico
City Temple was dedicated, they came
by the thousands. They were clean,

their faces bright and smiling, their
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clothes neat and attractive. They bore

every mark of education and refine-

ment. There was something of great-

ness apparent in them. Most of them
have the blood of Lehi in their veins.

The shackles of darkness have fallen

from their eyes, as promised by the

prophets of the Book of Mormon. They
have become "a pure and a delightsome

people" (2 Nephi 30:6). What a won-
derfully uplifting experience it was to

be with them and to witness the miracu-

lous power of God in their lives.

Philippines temple

I could not hold back the tears

when we were in the Philippines. It was
my privilege to participate in the open-

ing of missionary work in that land in

1961. At that time we did not have a

building of any kind, and we had only

one native member of the Church of

whom we were aware. In 1984, only

twenty-three years later, it was our
privilege to dedicate a beautiful temple
of the Lord in a choice area of the great

metropolis of Manila. I looked into the

faces of those thousands of enlightened

and faithful Latter-day Saints on whom
the Lord is pouring out His blessings in

a marvelous and wonderful way. In less

than a quarter of a century, from the one
native member we found in 1961, the

Church has grown to well over a hun-
dred thousand. These are my friends,

the people I love, among whom I have
worked and to whom I have taught the

gospel. The opening of the temple rep-

resented the fulness of gospel opportu-

nity for them, the longed-for fruition of

their dreams.

Freiberg Temple

In Freiberg, Germany, this past

August we dedicated another beautiful

and sacred house of God. Before the

dedication, when the building was open
for public viewing, only a few less than

ninety thousand came to enter its pre-

cincts. Many stood in the rain for

hours.

The faithful Saints sacrificed their

money, their jewelry, their comfort to

assist in building that temple.

One of their number who attended

the dedication wrote: "There was a sol-

emn stillness, and there was not a dry

eye. The sun was shining after a long

time. . . . You could sense gladness

and enthusiasm and the wish for a

never-ending harmony. . . . Tears,

laughter, and gladness; everything was
present."

While recognizing the different

political philosophies under which we
live, I express sincere appreciation to

the officials of the government of that

nation for their help in making possible

this sacred edifice for the blessing of

our brethren and sisters in that land.

Johannesburg Temple

We recently returned from Johan-

nesburg, South Africa. Here in the

United States we see in the public press

and on television much of conflict in

that area. But in the house of God, that

beautiful Johannesburg Temple, there

was peace, the peace of the Lord, the

peace that "passeth all understanding"

(Philippians 4:7). Mingling together as

brethren and sisters, bound by eternal

covenants with the Almighty, were

people with different roots. Among
them were those descended from the

Dutch who long ago went to that land,

those who descended from the British

who had fought the Dutch, and also

those who came of the native peoples of

Africa. There was fellowship, there

was love, there was unity and mutual

respect among all assembled in the

house of the Lord.

We experienced much of rejoicing

on these sacred occasions, not only in

the temples I have named, but in every

other as well. Following the dedication

of each of these temples, the ordinance

work was begun, and it has gone for-

ward without let or hindrance to the

blessing of thousands on this side of the

veil and tens of thousands on the other

side of the veil. If there is any work in

all the world that demonstrates the uni-
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versality of God's love, it is the selfless

work that goes on in these sacred

houses.

"Fulness of the priesthood"

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gave

His life on Calvary's cross as an atone-

ment for the sins of mankind. His was
a vicarious sacrifice for each of us.

Through that sacrifice came the prom-
ise of the resurrection for all. This has

come through the grace of God, with-

out effort on the part of men. And be-

yond this, through the keys of the holy

priesthood conferred upon the Twelve
by the Lord when He walked among
them, which keys were restored in this

dispensation by those who held them
anciently—through these have come
great added blessings, including those

unique and remarkable ordinances ad-

ministered in the house of the Lord.

Only in those ordinances is there real-

ized the exercise of "the fulness of the

priesthood" (D&C 124:28).

I assume there is no Christian who
does not acknowledge the necessity for

and the importance of baptism "of wa-
ter and of the Spirit." None could legiti-

mately deny this necessity in view of

the statement given by the Master to

Nicodemus: "Except a man be born of

water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5).

Baptism for the dead

Are the uncounted millions who
have died without baptism to be
denied the blessings of the kingdom
of God because they were innocent

of the requirement?

It is inconceivable to me that any-

one could believe that the God who is

the Father of us all would so discrimi-

nate among His children in terms of

their eternal blessings.

No, there must be universal

opportunity if there is to be universal

justice.

Paul's question to the Corinthian

Saints offers scriptural confirmation of

the practice of proxy baptism in behalf

of the deceased: "Else what shall they

do which are baptized for the dead, if

the dead rise not at all? why are they

then baptized for the dead?"

(1 Corinthians 15:29).

The word of Jesus to Nicodemus
did not allow for exemption. In each of

the temples of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints is a font

wherein living proxies may be baptized

in behalf of the dead. I do not like to

speak of them as "the dead." I believe

that under the great plan of our Eternal

Father and through the atonement of

Christ, they are living. Though they

have died as to their mortal bodies, they

have retained their identity as individu-

als. They are personalities as much so

as are we, and as entitled to the bless-

ings that pertain to eternal life. Am I

more worthy of these transcendent

blessings than are my forebears through

whom has come my inheritance?

A house of purity

The house of the Lord is a house

of purity. Those who serve therein

dress in spotless white. They partici-

pate in sacred ordinances. They are in-

structed in the eternal plan of the Lord.

They make covenants enjoining per-

sonal morality and rectitude, unselfish-

ness and service. Their activities are

anticipatory of that scene described by
John the Revelator: "What are these

which are arrayed in white robes? . . .

"Therefore are they before the

throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple: and he that sitteth

on the throne shall dwell among them.

"They shall hunger no more, nei-

ther thirst any more; neither shall the

sun light on them, nor any heat.

"For the Lamb which is in the

midst of the throne shall feed them,

and shall lead them unto living foun-

tains of waters: and God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes"

(Revelation 7:13, 15-17).
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Keys of the kingdom

Here in these holy houses hus-

bands and wives are sealed together

under that same authority which the

Lord gave His Apostles anciently.

"When Jesus came into the coasts of

Caesarea Philippi," he conversed with

His disciples, and out of that conversa-

tion came Peter's moving declaration:

"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

living God" (Matthew 16:13, 16).

The Savior then spoke of the

power of revelation through which that

knowledge had come and of that prin-

ciple of revelation upon which His

church should be built. He then went on
to say to these, His chosen brethren:

"And I will give unto thee the keys of

the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt

loose on earth shall be loosed in

heaven" (Matthew 16:19).

Marriage, solemnized in the

temples of the Church, is performed in

the authority of that same holy priest-

hood, not only for this life, but for the

next as well.

The separation of loved ones in

death is always fraught with sorrow.

It would be fraught with hopelessness

if there were not some alternative to

the finality of the "until death do thee

part" pronouncement in most marriage

ceremonies.

It need not be so. Reason would
deny that the Father who loves us all

would tear asunder the most sacred re-

lationship of all human experience and
banish the companionship of marriage

by those who love, honor, and respect

one another. But there must be rules.

There must be compliance. There must
be obedience. The way is clear, made
so through the exercise of the holy

priesthood in these sacred temples.

The other day I sat beside a friend

who had lost his beloved companion.
He wept in loneliness, now bereft of an

association of more than half a century

which had been the very bulwark of his

life. But shining through his tears and
towering above his doubts was the cer-

tain conviction that the marriage per-

formed many, many years ago had been

joined by an authority whose power
reached beyond the veil of death and

which would be as efficacious there as

it had been here.

Blessing of harmony

Small wonder, my brethren and

sisters, that with the opening of these

new temples I have seen the tears of

strong men who have embraced their

wives at the altars in these sacred

houses. I have seen the tears of fathers

and mothers as they have embraced
their children at these same altars.

Through the power here exercised they

have come to know that neither time

nor death can destroy the bonds which

bind them together.

And just as these bonds are effi-

cacious for the living, so are they for

the dead when living proxies stand in

their stead to receive these ordinances.

This work, unselfishly given in behalf

of those on the other side, comes nearer

to the unparalleled vicarious work of

the Savior than any other of which I

know. The great and important work of

teaching the gospel of Christ to the

people of the world is incomplete, at

best, if it does not also provide for that

teaching to those in another sphere and

making available to them those gospel

ordinances required of all if they are to

move forward on the way of eternal

life.

These temples are there to be

used, and those who use them will reap

a blessing of harmony in their lives.

They will draw nearer unto the Lord,

and He will draw nearer unto them.

There are those few who mock our

temple work. They may mock the lan-

guage, but they cannot mock the Spirit,

nor can they mock the truth. I bear

testimony of the universality of our Fa-

ther's love, of the universality of the

salvation from death which came
through the sacrifice of the Savior, of

the universality of the opportunity for

all generations of men and women to

the great blessings of our Father, who
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said, "This is my work and my glory

—

to bring to pass the immortality and
eternal life of man" (Moses 1:39). I so

testify in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

The Tabernacle Choir will now
sing "Lord, Accept into Thy King-

dom," following which Elder Dallin H.

Oaks, a member of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, will address us.

The choir sang "Lord, Accept into

Thy Kingdom."
Elder Dallin H. Oaks spoke with-

out further announcement.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Spirituality—a lens and a gauge

As faithful members of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, we have a distinctive way of

looking at life. We view our experi-

ences in terms of eternity. As we draw
farther from worldliness, we feel closer

to our Father in Heaven and more able

to be guided by his Spirit. We call this

quality of life spirituality.

To the faithful, spirituality is a

lens through which we view life and a

gauge by which we evaluate it. The
Apostle Paul expressed this thought in

two of his letters:

"We look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not

seen: for the things which are seen are

temporal; but the things which are not

seen are eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18).

"For they that are after the flesh do
mind the things of the flesh; but they

that are after the Spirit the things of the

Spirit.

"For to be carnally minded is

death; but to be spiritually minded is

life and peace" (Romans 8:5-6).

Evaluate experiences

To be spiritually minded is to view
and evaluate our experiences in terms

of the enlarged perspective of eternity.

Each of us has a personal lens

through which we view the world. Our

lens gives its special tint to all we see.

It can suppress some features and em-
phasize others. It can also reveal things

otherwise invisible. Through the lens

of spirituality, we can know "the things

of God" by "the Spirit 6f God"
(1 Corinthians 2:11). As the Apostle

Paul taught, such things are "foolish-

ness" to the "natural man." He cannot

see them "because they are spiritually

discerned." (See 1 Corinthians 2:14.)

How we interpret our experiences

is also a function of our degree of spiri-

tuality. Some interpret mortality solely

in terms of worldly accomplishments

and possessions. In contrast, we who
have a testimony of the gospel of Jesus

Christ should interpret our experiences

in terms of our knowledge of the pur-

pose of life, the mission of our Savior,

and the eternal destiny of the children

of God.
Spirituality is not a function of oc-

cupation or calling. A scientist may be

more spiritual than a theologian; a

teacher may be more spiritual than an

officer. Spirituality is determined by
personal outlook and priorities. It is

evident in our words and actions. Elder

John Taylor showed his spirituality in

these words, uttered as he reported on
his mission to Europe in 1852:

"Some people have said to me,
sometimes, Are you not afraid to cross

over the seas, and deserts, where there

are wolves and bears, and other fero-


