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Elder Theodore M. Burton

Many people, both Church mem-
bers and nonmembers, wonder what
General Authorities do. They ask me:
"How do you spend your time? I know
you travel a lot, hold stake conferences,

and speak on Sundays, but what do you
do with the rest of your time—just

study and prepare your sermons?"
When someone asks me that question,

I feel like answering, "What extra

time?" I prepared this sermon on planes

and in airports waiting for planes to

leave. If it sounds a little bumpy, I hope
you'll understand.

Learned to live by faith

I was called to be a General Au-
thority twenty-five years ago and had
no idea at first what I would be asked

to do. I was assigned to hold a stake

conference the very next weekend and
went for advice to my former stake

president, Elder Harold B. Lee, who
was then a member of the Council of

the Twelve Apostles. I asked him to tell

me what to do. His answer both

shocked and frightened me. He said,

"Theodore, you are a General Author-

ity now. No one tells a General Author-

ity how to act in his special calling. If

you have questions, ask the Lord and

He will instruct you." I had prayed be-

fore, never expecting a direct answer,

but now I prayed soberly and with real

intent.

The Lord did answer my
prayers—not in ways I expected, but by
speaking things into my mind. But that

only happened after I had studied the

problem and prepared myself to receive

an answer. I have been startled by some
of the things that have come to me.
Scriptures I had not understood before

suddenly were made meaningful. An-
swers I had previously passed over in

reading the scriptures took on new sig-

nificance. I have truly learned over

these years line upon line and precept

on precept. I have learned to follow

living prophets as well as those proph-

ets who have passed on. Of necessity I

have learned to live by faith.

During the course of my service,

I have been given many different as-

signments. Each General Authority is

given one or more special duties to per-

form which occupy his full time. Some
are research or teaching assignments;

some are difficult administrative re-

sponsibilities. Some are highly spiri-

tual experiences such as managing
temples where work begins early in the

morning and continues until late in

the evening. All General Authority as-

signments require managerial ability,

and General Authorities have to bring

spiritual and organizational skills into

financial, personnel, or other adminis-

trative work. The work is demanding of

time and energy, and I often marvel at

how well my associates carry out these

assignments.

Assisting those who have strayed

I am presently serving on a special

committee to assist the First Presidency

in bringing back into full Christian fel-

lowship those individuals who have

strayed from the fold and who now
have reached a point in their lives

where they feel a need to regain their

full priesthood and temple blessings.

Each case requires the personal ap-

proval of the First Presidency. Our
committee assignment is to organize

each of these cases with full informa-

tion in concise form so that the First

Presidency can make a final disposition

of each case, based on justice and

mercy.

I have been asked the question,

"Isn't it depressing to have to review

the sins and transgressions of people

involved in such difficulties?" It would
be if I were looking for sins and trans-

gressions. But I am working with

people who are repenting. These are

sons and daughters of God who have

made mistakes—some of them very se-

rious. But they are not sinners. They
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were sinners in the past but have

learned through bitter experience the

heartbreak that results from disobedi-

ence to God's laws. Now they are no
longer sinners. They are God's repen-

tant children who want to come back to

Him and are striving to do so. They
have made their mistakes and have paid

for them. Now they seek understand-

ing, love, and acceptance.

"Wickedness never was happiness"

I often wish that in the first place

they had believed the words of the

prophet Alma which he spoke to his

wayward son, Corianton:

"And now behold, my son, do not

risk one more offense against your God
upon those points of doctrine, which ye

have hitherto risked to commit sin.

"Do not suppose, because it has

been spoken concerning restoration,

that ye shall be restored from sin to

happiness. Behold, I say unto you,

wickedness never was happiness"

(Alma 41:9-10, italics added).

Just as a sewing pattern deter-

mines the dress or clothes we wear, so

our present lives determine our future

existence. Why do people have to go
through the "school of hard knocks" to

learn this truth? The scriptures and in-

structions from our spiritual leaders

teach us how to avoid the heartache

which always results from sin.

I have had people tell or write

me how much they have learned as

they have overcome their sins and thus

have brought new happiness to them-

selves and their families. But how
much better had it been if husbands and
wives had learned to be kind and con-

siderate, loving and thoughtful, virtu-

ous and true, and had avoided that

heartbreak right from the beginning?

Many people have done so and have
been happy. Others have had to learn to

do the right things the hard way before

they found happiness.

General Authorities as spiritual

healers

But the people I work with are on
the road back. So I rejoice as I organize

and summarize each case for First

Presidency consideration. If an appli-

cation from a former transgressor is ap-

proved by the Presidency, one of the

General Authorities is assigned to inter-

view that person to determine his or her

present worthiness and readiness to re-

ceive back those priesthood and temple

blessings which he or she possessed

before excommunication occurred.

Thus, when President Benson appoints

me, for example, to such a task, I inter-

view the applicant to determine that

repentance truly has taken place.

Then I take time to teach that per-

son how to avoid a recurrence of the

problem. Once a person has trans-

gressed, Satan tries hard to discourage

that individual and take away his (or

her) hope of ever being completely

freed from that sin. I explain that God
truly loves him and that through the

love and atonement of Jesus Christ

even personal sins can and will be for-

given, and completely wiped away, if

he will only forsake sin and never give

way to that temptation again. As Gen-
eral Authorities, we are spiritual heal-

ers trying to help people put their

lives—and where possible their

families—back in order again so that

the person involved, if he or she will

continue to live righteously, can even-

tually return to the very presence of

God, the Eternal Father.

Overtures in spirit of compassion

It saddens me when I hear how
some of our members and even some-
times our local leaders treat people who
have to be disciplined for transgres-

sion. I realize there is a tendency to

equate the word discipline with the

word punish, but there is a difference

between these words. In English, at

least, the word discipline has the same
root as the word disciple . A disciple is

a student, to be taught. In dealing with
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transgressors, we must remember that

they desperately need to be taught. Oft-

times the transgressor is so belligerent

that it is impossible to teach him at the

moment.
.However, ifwe can remember that

he or she is a child of God, we will

never abandon him or her. For a branch

president or bishop to advise his people

to avoid further contact with transgres-

sors is most unwise and unkind. It is at

such moments of rebellion or anger

when they most need help. We should

continue to make friendly overtures to

them, not in a spirit of challenge or

criticism, but in a spirit of compassion.

Teach, befriend, and help to

repent

The more I study the Book of

Mormon, the more I appreciate the

spirit of kindness and love with which
that book was written. In speaking of

those not yet ready to repent, Jesus told

his disciples:

"And behold, ye shall meet to-

gether oft; and ye shall not forbid any

man from coming unto you when ye

shall meet together, but suffer them that

they may come unto you and forbid

them not;

"But ye shall pray for them, and
shall not cast them out; and if it so be

that they come unto you oft ye shall

pray for them unto the Father, in my
name" (3 Nephi 18:22-23).

Unworthy persons are not to par-

take of the sacrament that they may not

mock that holy ordinance in which we
covenant to obey and keep the laws of

God. The Savior then continues:

"Nevertheless, ye shall not cast him out

from among you, but ye shall minister

unto him and shall pray for him unto the

Father, in my name" (3 Nephi 18:30).

I understand that to "minister"

means we should teach, befriend, and

help that person to understand, repent,

and return to God. If that person then

repents and is baptized, that is good.

But if that person refuses to repent, he

or she is not yet ready to be numbered
among the members of the Church of

Christ. The Savior then instructs us

how to treat those who have not yet

repented:

"Nevertheless, ye shall not cast

him out of your synagogues, or your

places of worship, for unto such shall

ye continue to minister; for ye know not

but what they will return and repent,

and come unto me with full purpose of

heart, and I shall heal them; and ye shall

be the means of bringing salvation unto

them" (3 Nephi 18:32).

Families of transgressors

I urge you especially to consider

the problems which families of trans-

gressors have to face. When a person

has to be disciplined, remember the im-

pact this has on his or her family. That

family is already crushed by what has

occurred. The family has been betrayed

and abused, and individual family

members often feel the taint of that

transgression upon them even though

they may be personally innocent. Do
not abandon them in their hour of need.

Never will they need friends more than

at that moment. Never will they need

acceptance, kindness, and understand-

ing more than in those first few months

after their betrayal. Do not widen the

breach. Do not further condemn the

offender in the minds of family mem-
bers. That will only delay the healing

process and make forgiveness more dif-

ficult. Put yourself in their place. They
need strength and encouragement and

often financial or physical aid. A
spouse left alone finds it difficult to

cope with the many changes that have

to be made. I ask you just to be there—

a

pillar of friendship on which they can

lean, a comforter and protector of the

children within that family.

Thus, as one of the General Au-
thorities, and in fulfilling part of my
present duty, I plead with you to be

kind to these distressed children of

God who need you now more than

ever. May we heed the advice of our

Savior: "A new commandment I give

unto you, That ye love one another; as
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I have loved you, that ye also love one
another.

"By this shall all men know that ye

are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another" (John 13:34-35).

That we may do so I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Theodore M. Burton of the

First Quorum of the Seventy has just

spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member
of the Presidency of the First Quorum.

Elder Dean L. Larsen

Tests of religious work

In recent months, several items of

historical interest have surfaced in one
way or another, stirring a renewed in-

terest in the life of Joseph Smith and the

means through which he established the

Church. A wide range of opinions has

been expressed regarding the extent to

which these new disclosures should af-

fect our perceptions of the traditional

and scriptural accounts of Joseph's di-

vine calling and his part in bringing

about the restoration of the gospel and
the church of Jesus Christ.

In my remarks today I do not wish

to make any assessment of the validity

of the newly discovered documents nor

the extent to which they might, in the

eyes of some, affect the reconstruction

of Church history. I would like, in-

stead, to point to some ultimate tests

that can be applied to determine the

divine nature of any religious work.

These are tests which the Lord himself

prescribed. They overreach the tenta-

tive significance of any historical docu-

ment that may survive the passage of

time, whether it relates to specific

events or to the people who participated

in the events. The Lord's work is

known by its fruits. Often, documents
of historical interest reflect, at best, the

way one individual recalls or perceives

events or the actions and motives of

those who participated in them. Such
reflections may be interesting, but they

may not always be accurate. They may
even tell more about the one doing the

reflecting than the one being reflected

upon.

In any case, the Lord's test is the

only one that will stand with the pas-

sage of time and reveal the truth about

those who claim to do his work.

"Know them by their fruits"

The Savior acknowledged that

there would be imposters who would
attempt to pass themselves off as his

authorized representatives. He warned
of false prophets who would come in

sheep's clothing but who would have

their own selfish motives to fulfill. "Ye
shall know them by their fruits," he

said.

"Do men gather grapes of thorns,

or figs of thistles?

"Even so every good tree bringeth

forth good fruits; but a corrupt tree

bringeth forth evil fruit.

"A good tree cannot bring forth

evil fruit; neither can a corrupt tree

bring forth good fruit. . . .

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall

know them" (Matthew 7:15-20).

It is interesting that this declara-

tion by the Savior was made in response

to accusations from the scribes and
the Pharisees that he was performing

his miracles and healings by the power
of the devil. "This fellow doth not

cast out devils, but by Beelzebub, the

prince of the devils," they protested

(Matthew 12:24).


