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I have loved you, that ye also love one
another.

"By this shall all men know that ye

are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another" (John 13:34-35).

That we may do so I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Theodore M. Burton of the

First Quorum of the Seventy has just

spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member
of the Presidency of the First Quorum.

Elder Dean L. Larsen

Tests of religious work

In recent months, several items of

historical interest have surfaced in one
way or another, stirring a renewed in-

terest in the life of Joseph Smith and the

means through which he established the

Church. A wide range of opinions has

been expressed regarding the extent to

which these new disclosures should af-

fect our perceptions of the traditional

and scriptural accounts of Joseph's di-

vine calling and his part in bringing

about the restoration of the gospel and
the church of Jesus Christ.

In my remarks today I do not wish

to make any assessment of the validity

of the newly discovered documents nor

the extent to which they might, in the

eyes of some, affect the reconstruction

of Church history. I would like, in-

stead, to point to some ultimate tests

that can be applied to determine the

divine nature of any religious work.

These are tests which the Lord himself

prescribed. They overreach the tenta-

tive significance of any historical docu-

ment that may survive the passage of

time, whether it relates to specific

events or to the people who participated

in the events. The Lord's work is

known by its fruits. Often, documents
of historical interest reflect, at best, the

way one individual recalls or perceives

events or the actions and motives of

those who participated in them. Such
reflections may be interesting, but they

may not always be accurate. They may
even tell more about the one doing the

reflecting than the one being reflected

upon.

In any case, the Lord's test is the

only one that will stand with the pas-

sage of time and reveal the truth about

those who claim to do his work.

"Know them by their fruits"

The Savior acknowledged that

there would be imposters who would
attempt to pass themselves off as his

authorized representatives. He warned
of false prophets who would come in

sheep's clothing but who would have

their own selfish motives to fulfill. "Ye
shall know them by their fruits," he

said.

"Do men gather grapes of thorns,

or figs of thistles?

"Even so every good tree bringeth

forth good fruits; but a corrupt tree

bringeth forth evil fruit.

"A good tree cannot bring forth

evil fruit; neither can a corrupt tree

bring forth good fruit. . . .

"Wherefore by their fruits ye shall

know them" (Matthew 7:15-20).

It is interesting that this declara-

tion by the Savior was made in response

to accusations from the scribes and
the Pharisees that he was performing

his miracles and healings by the power
of the devil. "This fellow doth not

cast out devils, but by Beelzebub, the

prince of the devils," they protested

(Matthew 12:24).
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Eternal Father's testimony of Jesus

and Joseph Smith

The attempts by the Savior's ene-

mies to destroy his work by discrediting

him were futile. All he said and did has

stood the test of time and has borne

good fruit in the lives of millions of

people.

In addition to the record of the

good works performed by the Savior,

we are given the personal affirmation

and testimony of the Eternal Father re-

garding Jesus' divine nature and call-

ing. Those who were present at the

baptism of the Master heard the Fa-

ther's voice declare from the heavens,

"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased" (Matthew 3:17). Again,

on the Mount of Transfiguration, the

chosen Apostles of the Lord heard the

repeated affirmation: "This is my be-

loved Son, in whom I am well pleased;

hear ye him" (Matthew 17:5).

In a similar fashion we have the

Lord's own testimony as to the divine

calling of Joseph Smith.

"Wherefore, I the Lord, knowing
the calamity which should come upon
the inhabitants of the earth, called upon
my servant Joseph Smith, Jun. , and
spake unto him from heaven, and gave
him commandments" (D&C 1:17).

Also: "I, the Lord, am God, and
have given these things unto you, my
servant Joseph Smith, Jun., and have
commanded you that you should stand

as a witness of these things; . . .

"For hereafter you shall be or-

dained and go forth and deliver my
words unto the children of men. . . .

"But this generation shall have my
word through you" (D&C 5:2, 6, 10).

And: "The ends of the earth shall

inquire after thy name, and fools shall

have thee in derision, and hell shall

rage against thee;

"While the pure in heart, and the

wise, and the noble, and the virtuous,

shall seek counsel, and authority, and
blessings constantly from under thy

hand.

"And thy people shall never be
turned against thee by the testimony of

traitors" (D&C 122:1-3).

Fruits of the restored gospel

Joseph Smith declared that his

work was the Lord's work. His creden-

tials as a prophet of God are not ade-

quately tested by historical relics.

The fruits of the restored gospel of

Jesus Christ are the real test of Joseph

and his work.

Among these fruits which are eas-

ily available for assessment today are

the scriptures that came from his ef-

forts. These, of course, include the

Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and

Covenants, and the Pearl of Great

Price. They are tangible fruits that can-

not be displaced by all of the commen-
tary of those who have an interest in

reconstructing history. They contain

the revelations of God. The value of the

eternal principles which they propound
can be tested by daily application.

The only true test

In fact, this is the only true test.

Alma, in his segment of the Book of

Mormon record, issues a challenge for

such a test. "Behold," he says, "if ye

will awake and arouse your faculties,

even to an experiment upon my words,

and exercise a particle of faith, yea,

even if ye can no more than desire to

believe, let this desire work in you,

even until ye believe in a manner that

ye can give place for a portion of my
words" (Alma 32:27).

Comparing this experiment to the

planting of a seed, Alma continued:

"Now, if ye give place, that a seed may
be planted in your heart, behold, if it be

a true seed, or a good seed, if ye do not

cast it out by your unbelief, that ye will

resist the Spirit of the Lord, behold, it

will begin to swell within your breasts;

and when you feel these swelling mo-
tions, ye will begin to say within

yourselves—It must needs be that this

is a good seed, or that the word is good,

for it beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea,
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it beginneth to enlighten my under-

standing, yea, it beginneth to be deli-

cious to me" (Alma 32:28).

The Savior's sure test

For more than 150 years, since the

founding of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, millions of people

have tried the experiment proposed by
Alma as it pertains to the gospel that

Joseph Smith restored. They and others

in increasing numbers throughout the

world today bear testimony to the good
fruit that the experiment has borne.

They have applied the Savior's sure

test.

Within the context of the Savior's

prescribed testing of the fruit lies an

implied challenge and warning for all

who receive the restored gospel of

Christ, who accept Joseph Smith as a

prophet of God, and who claim

membership in The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. The chal-

lenge is given by the Savior in the Ser-

mon on the Mount;
"Ye are the salt of the earth: . . .

"Ye are the light of the

world. . . .

"Let your light so shine before

men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is

in heaven" (Matthew 5:13-16).

Beacon or stumbling block

Those who receive the gospel are

expected to manifest its fruits in their

lives, not only for their own benefit and
blessing , but for the purpose of drawing

others to the truth.

This does not suggest that all who
are obedient to the principles of truth

will be free of all earthly cares and

concerns, for all are tested. But those

who are compliant with the Lord's plan

of life will be able to meet the tests and
not be overcome. They will endure. In

significant ways their lives will mani-

fest the fruits of the gospel and set them
apart as a beacon to all who are seeking

for light and truth.

When we fail to measure up to this

trust, we betray the covenants we have
made. Not only do we then fail to gain

the full benefits of the gospel for our-

selves, but we become a stumbling

block for others . In such a case it is with

us as it was with the disobedient mis-

sionary son of Alma, who fell to the

temptations of the world, and of whom
Alma mourned: "Behold, my son,

how great iniquity ye brought upon the

Zoramites; for when they saw your con-

duct they would not believe in my
words" (Alma 39:11).

The Savior warned those who,
knowing the truth, pursue another

course: "But if the salt shall have lost

his savour, ... it is henceforth good
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to

be trodden under the foot of men"
(Matthew 5:13).

Manifest fruits of the gospel

Enjoying the fruits of the gospel

should not make us arrogant and aloof,

but it should set us apart from the world

in much of our conduct.

It is, perhaps, well in these times,

when so many of the fundamental

truths of the Restoration and the valid-

ity of the Lord's work are being chal-

lenged, that we ask ourselves to what
degree our conduct sets us apart and
manifests the fruits of the gospel. In our

homes and in our families, are we en-

joying and qualifying for the love and

support of family members? In our

business dealings , are we fair and hon-

est and prompt in meeting our obliga-

tions; is our word as good as our bond?
Are our private and innermost thoughts

free from the contaminations of the

world? Do they reflect our absolute loy-

alty and fidelity to those with whom we
have made eternal vows? Are we nour-

ishing through prayer and a regular

study of the Lord's revealed truths the

spiritual and moral strength which is

required in today's environment? In the

entertainment and recreation we seek,

are we keeping ourselves unspotted

from the world and in harmony with the

Lord's holy Sabbath? Are we generous
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with our means and inclined to be ser-

viceable to others? Do we acknowledge
our faults and shortcomings and seek

forgiveness from those whom we have
wronged or offended?

Let me repeat again that those who
do the Lord's work demonstrate it by
the fruits of their labors. Analyzing and
criticizing others, either from a histori-

cal perspective or from what we may
view of a contemporary life, will be of

little consequence unless it balances

with the Lord's assessment. The
Apostle Paul said:

"But why dost thou judge thy

brother? or why dost thou set at nought
thy brother? for we shall all stand be-

fore the judgment seat of Christ. . . .

"So then every one of us shall give

account of himself to God.
"Let us not therefore judge one

another any more: but judge this rather,

that no man put a stumblingblock or an

occasion to fall in his brother's way"
(Romans 14:10, 12-13).

Testimony

I bear testimony that Joseph Smith
was a prophet of God through whose
instrumentality the Lord has rees-

tablished his true church and the only

plan of life that can bring eternal happi-

ness and exaltation. I further testify that

those who have succeeded him in his

prophetic role down to the present day
have been men who are chosen and
endowed with power and authority to

accomplish the Lord's work.

I humbly acknowledge the respon-

sibility I share with you to make mani-

fest in my life the fruits of the gospel of

Jesus Christ. And to those who may
question the validity of this work, I

leave the Savior's challenge: "Either

make the tree good, and his fruit good;

or else make the tree corrupt, and his

fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by
his fruit" (Matthew 12:33).

In the name ofJesus Christ, amen.

The Choir sang "Ye Simple Souls

Who Stray" without announcement.

President Hinckley

Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member
of the Presidency of the First Quorum
of the Seventy, has addressed us, fol-

lowed by the choir singing "Ye Simple

Souls Who Stray."

Elder Marvin J. Ashton of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be

our concluding speaker.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

Peace that surpasseth all

understanding

Many years ago I heard a story that

impressed me. I share it with you today

as I endeavor for a few minutes to direct

your thinking toward the important

word peace. A beautiful little blind girl

was sitting on the lap of her father in a

crowded compartment in a train. A
friend seated nearby said to the father,

"Let me give you a little rest," and he

reached over and took the little girl on
his lap.

A few moments later the father

said to her, "Do you know who is hold-

ing you?"
"No," she replied, "but you do."

Some might be inclined to say,

"What a perfect trust this child had in

her father." Others may say, "What a

wonderful example of love." And still

others might say, "What an example of

faith." To me it indicates a beautiful

blending of all of these principles,

which brought a priceless inner peace

to the child. She knew she was safe

because she knew her father knew who
was holding her. Affection, respect,


