
ELDER M. RUSSELL BALLARD 99

Elder M. Russell Ballard

My brothers and sisters, I am
deeply humbled at the confidence of the

Lord and my Brethren and pledge to

you that I will do the very best I know
how. The past nine and a half years, as

I have been sent on errands for the Lord
throughout the earth, have caused me to

know that this Church is filled with

righteous, good, dedicated men. Each
of us obediently learns that we will

come forth as we are called, to try to do
the very best we can in our callings,

whether it be home teacher, whether it

be stake president, or whether it be
General Authority.

Source of the call

1 understand the source of the call.

I have learned during the past nine and
a half years that this is our Heavenly
Father's church. The errands that I have
been sent on to act in the name of the

Lord enable me to witness to you today

that 1 know, as I know that I stand

before you, that Jesus is the Christ, that

he lives. He is very close to this work
and very close to all of us who are asked
to perform the work throughout the

earth in his name.
I would like also to bear witness

that in my particular case the veil be-

tween here and the hereafter is rather

thin. I acknowledge that it has been a

great blessing in my life to be born of

goodly parents, grandparents, and

great-grandparents who have given

everything they have been asked to give

to the building of the kingdom of God
upon the earth.

Now, my brothers and sisters, I

would ask for an interest in your faith

and prayers. I express my affection to

my wife and my children, who sustain

me in whatever the Lord might ask me
to do. I am grateful for this abundant

blessing and pray humbly that I might

serve you, the membership of this

Church, in a way that would be pleas-

ing and acceptable unto our Heavenly
Father, and ask this prayer humbly, in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Benson

Elder M. Russell Ballard, a new
member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just addressed us. The
choir and congregation will now join in

singing "Come, Come, Ye Saints." El-

der Rex C. Reeve, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, will then

speak to us. Following him, we will

hear from Elder Boyd K. Packer of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

The choir and congregation sang

"Come, Come, Ye Saints."

Elder Rex C. Reeve spoke without

further announcement.

Elder Rex C. Reeve

Spirit in this conference

I am humbled and privileged to

have participated with you in this great

conference, whether you have been
viewing it by satellite or at home, or

whether you will yet see it on video. I

am thrilled and touched by the calls

which have been announced here today

and sustain the Brethren with all my

heart. I am grateful to be part of the

Lord's work.

The Lord has said:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, as

I said unto my disciples, where two or

three are gathered together in my name,
as touching one thing, behold, there

will I be in the midst of them—even so

am I in the midst of you" (D&C 6:32).


