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Elder M. Russell Ballard

My dear brothers and sisters, my
wife, Barbara, our family, and I ex-
press to you our deep appreciation for

your messages of love and support
since my call last October to the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles.

Calling of an Apostle

All of my life I have held the

Apostles of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in great esteem.
From the early days of my childhood,
the term Apostle has been one that my
father and mother used with deep rever-

ence. Since my ordination to this spe-

cial calling, I have had many hours to

ponder the sacred responsibility that

now rests upon my shoulders.

The calling of an Apostle is to be
a special witness of the name of Jesus
Christ in all the world, particularly of
his divinity and of his bodily resurrec-

tion from the dead. The Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles is "a Traveling Pre-
siding High Council, to officiate in the

name of the Lord, under the direction of
the Presidency of the Church, agree-
able to the institution of heaven; to

build up the church, and regulate all the

affairs of the same in all nations, first

unto the Gentiles and secondly unto the

Jews" (D&C 107:33).

The Lord said to Thomas B.
Marsh, the President of the Council of
the Twelve:

"Now, I say unto you, and what I

say unto you, I say unto all the Twelve:
Arise and gird up your loins, take up
your cross, follow me, and feed my
sheep.

"And again, I say unto you, that

whosoever ye shall send in my name,
by the voice of your brethren, the
Twelve, duly recommended and autho-
rized by you, shall have power to open
the door of my kingdom unto any na-
tion whithersoever ye shall send them"
(D&C 112:14,21).

South America dedicated

Twelve days ago I returned from
South America, where I had visited the

people of Uruguay, Argentina, and
Colombia. Last December I visited

Peru and Brazil. Reflecting upon these

two recent assignments, I observed the

dramatic growth of the Church among
these people.

Elder Parley P. Pratt visited South
America in 1851. The work was at-

tempted again in 1925. On Christmas
Day of 1925, in the park of Tres de
Febrero in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
my grandfather, Elder Melvin J.

Ballard, dedicated South America for

the preaching of the gospel. I quote
from the dedicatory prayer:

"Bless the presidents, governors,

and the leading officials of these South
American countries, that they may
kindly receive us and give us permis-
sion to open the doors of salvation to

the people of these lands. . . .

"And now, oh, Father, by author-

ity of the blessing and appointment by
the President of the Church, and by the

authority of the holy apostleship which
I have, I turn the key, unlock, and open
the door for the preaching of the Gospel
in all these South American nations,

and do rebuke and command to be
stayed every power that would oppose
the preaching of the Gospel in these

lands; and we do bless and dedicate

these nations of this land for the preach-
ing of thy Gospel. And we do all this

that salvation may come to all men, and
that thy name may be honored and glo-

rified in this part of the land of Zion"
{CrusaderforRighteousness [Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1966], p. 81; italics

added).

The words "by the authority of the

holy apostleship" have special meaning
to me now as my ministry bears that

same authority to accomplish the pur-

poses of our Heavenly Father.
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Early missionary work—South

America

The original recorded history of

the three General Authority missionar-

ies who visited Buenos Aires in 1925

was found there a few days before my
arrival this last March 14. I read with

great interest of the extreme difficulties

that they encountered. The trip from

Salt Lake City to Buenos Aires for El-

ders Melvin J. Ballard, Rey L. Pratt,

and Rulon S. Wells was by land and

sea, taking thirty-four days. In com-
parison, my recent trip covering the

same distance took twenty-one hours.

There were only four members of

the Church in South America in 1925;

they greeted the missionaries upon their

arrival. To conserve resources, the mis-

sionaries rented one hotel room to

house all three of them. They moved
several times until they finally located

a low-cost apartment in which the three

of them could live.

Efforts to advertise the first public

meetings in the Buenos Aires news-

papers were fruitless. The newspapers

refused to print an ad. Elder Pratt pre-

pared a handbill in Spanish. Elder

Ballard, who spoke only English, dis-

tributed these handbills each day. Elder

Pratt spent most of his time translating

doctrine and hymns into Spanish. Elder

Wells, who spoke German, became ill

and returned to Church headquarters

shortly after his arrival in Argentina.

My brothers and sisters, it is diffi-

cult to express my feelings as I read of

the early beginnings of missionary

work in South America. I am deeply

touched to realize that for nearly eight

months my grandfather walked the

streets of Buenos Aires giving out two
hundred to five hundred handbills

every day but Sunday, inviting the

people to learn the message of the

Restoration.

The work among the native Ar-

gentines was very difficult. Only one

was baptized during the first eight

months. On 4 July 1926, Grandfather

said:

"The work of the Lord will grow
slowly for a time here just as an oak

grows slowly from an acorn. It will not

shoot up in a day as does the sunflower

that grows quickly and then dies. But

thousands will join the Church here. It

will be divided into more than one mis-

sion and will be one of the strongest in

the Church. The work here is the small-

est that it will ever be. The day will

come when the Lamanites in this land

will be given a chance. The South

American Mission will be a power in

the Church" (Vernon Sharp diary, in

Melvin J. Ballard, p. 84).

Growth of the Church

Sixty years later, the Church in

South America has 30 missions, with

5,140 full-time missionaries, of which

approximately 60 percent are natives of

South America. One hundred eighty-

six stakes cover the land, with 2,148

wards and branches dotting the coun-

tryside. Approximately 776,000 mem-
bers of the Church are an evidence of

the fulfillment of the dedicatory prayer.

At the regional conference last

month in Montevideo, President and

Sister J. Thomas Fyans and I met with

3,350 Saints. President and Sister

Helio R. Camargo and I met with more

than 3,100 Saints in Bogota, Colom-
bia, the following Sunday. The work is

prospering in this part of the Lord's

vineyard.

Faith, commitment, and love for

the Lord

The effective work of the General

Authorities of the past and of those of

today is evidenced in the faithful lives

of the Saints. Thousands of missionar-

ies have served with distinction. Dedi-

cated men and women are leading the

Church in their own countries in a mag-
nificent way. It is a joy to see second-

and third-generation members living

worthy to be leaders in South America.

My brothers and sisters, as I vis-

ited with the Saints in South America,

the words of Nephi came to mind:
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"He doeth not anything save it be
for the benefit of the world; for he
loveth the world, even that he layeth

down his own life that he may draw all

men unto him. Wherefore, he com-
mandeth none that they shall not par-

take of his salvation" (2 Nephi 26:24).
The gospel ofJesus Christ radiates

in the faces of the Saints. They express
faith and commitment and love for the
Lord. They are seeking to be worthy of
the full blessings of the gospel. Several
Aaronic Priesthood boys dressed in

their Scout uniforms greeted me in Bo-
gota. Without hesitation they all told

me they will serve as missionaries as

soon as they are old enough. With such
a spirit, the future of the Church in

South America will be in good hands.
I visited the temple in Buenos

Aires. Feelings of gratitude welled up
within me to know that within the four
dedicated temples of South America
the fulness of the gospel is blessing the
members of the Church.

An example of the marvelous
commitment of the Saints of South
America was demonstrated by the dear
sisters hand crocheting sixty-four altar

cloths for the Buenos Aires Temple
when only seven were requested.

Responsibility to prepare for
temple blessings

My dear brothers and sisters, as a
member of the Council of the Twelve,
I now know as never before that we live

in a big world. Nearly five billion ofour
Heavenly Father's children live on it.

The responsibility of taking the gospel
to them rests upon our shoulders. I am
impressed, as I now start to see the

larger picture, that the stake presidents

must take more of the responsibility for

preparing their people to receive all the

blessings of the gospel. Bishops and
branch presidents must do likewise.

Our work is not complete until our Fa-
ther's children enter the temple to re-

ceive all of the necessary ordinances to

prepare them for celestial living in the

presence of our Heavenly Father and
His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

Teaching and preparing the mem-
bers of the Church to be worthy of the

temple blessings rests upon the shoul-

ders of the priesthood. There is no sub-

stitute, in my opinion, for inspired local

leaders. I was most impressed with the

conversion stories told by the stake

presidencies in Bogota. One stake

president, who has served for more
than eight years, reported that he was
called after only two and one-half years
ofmembership in the Church. The Lord
does bless his leaders when they put
their trust in him.

Understanding of the Lord's plan

The Church is organized properly.

We need to be sure that every man
learns his duty and acts "in the office in

which he is appointed, in all diligence"

(see D&C 107:99).

It seems clear to me, as this great

work continues to roll forth, that the

leaders of the Church at every level,

and particularly at the stake and ward
levels, need to understand God's plan

for his children and then teach these

principles to their people.

The building up of the Church will

surely be enhanced if all Church leaders

will teach the pure, simple, doctrinal

truths that bring the children of God to

a spiritual understanding. The Lord
said:

"And I give unto you a command-
ment that you shall teach one another
the doctrine of the kingdom.

"Teach ye diligently and my grace
shall attend you" (D&C 88:77-78).

In my judgment, the greatest mo-
tivator that we have in the Church is to

have Church members understand the

plan of salvation. Stake presidents and
bishops, you are the key to having your
members come to this understanding.

Every leader should strive to moti-
vate the people to good works by teach-

ing the doctrines of the kingdom. The
scriptures are our text, for "in them ye
think ye have eternal life" (John 5:39).

From them we glean the truths that will

open to us a clear understanding of
man's eternal possibilities.
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Power of priesthood to bless lives

of the Saints

I very humbly commit to you, my
dear brothers and sisters, that in my
calling as a member of the Council of

the Twelve, I will do everything within

my power to teach the plan of our Fa-

ther in Heaven for the redemption and
exaltation of his children. I will strive

to clarify the truths that can provide

eternal life for the sons and daughters of

God. I pledge to the First Presidency

and to you that I will so live that if I ever

should be sent to unlock the way for the

restored gospel to enter a nation of the

earth, I will be prepared the way the

first missionaries were when they dedi-

cated and blessed the lands of South

America.

We are living in a most exciting

time. What a joy it is to know that the

power of the holy priesthood is operat-

ing throughout the Church to bless the

lives of the Saints. It is wonderful to

know that the priesthood vested in the

latter-day Apostles has, in this dispen-

sation, opened many nations to the

preaching of the gospel. Surely in the

future we will see other nations opened

in the same remarkable way.

I testify to you that Jesus Christ is

the Only Begotten Son of our Eternal

Heavenly Father. He is our Savior, our

Redeemer, our Friend and Brother. I

love him with all my heart and count it

the greatest privilege that could ever

come to a man to be a special witness

to his name throughout the world.

May the Lord bless us, my
brothers and sisters, in doing his work,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Though Deep-

ening Trials" without announcement.

President Hinckley

Elder M. Russell Ballard, a mem-
ber of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has spoken to us, following

which the choir sang "Though Deep-

ening Trials."

President Howard W. Hunter,

Acting President of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, will now address us.

President Howard W. Hunter

Christ conquered death

Alexander the Great, king of Mac-
edon, pupil of Aristotle, conqueror of

most of the known world in his time,

was one of the world's great young
leaders. After years of exercising mili-

tary pomp and prowess and after ex-

tending his kingdom from Macedonia
to Egypt and from Cyprus to India, he

wept when there seemed to be no more
world to conquer. Then, as evidence of

just how ephemeral such power is,

Alexander caught a fever and died at

thirty-three years of age. The vast king-

dom he had gained virtually died with

him.
Quite a different young leader also

died at what seems such an untimely

age of thirty-three. He likewise was a

king, a pupil, and a conqueror. Yet he

received no honors from man, achieved

no territorial conquests, rose to no po-

litical station. So far as we know, he

never held a sword nor wore even a

single piece of armor. But the kingdom
he established still flourishes some two
thousand years later. His power was not

of this world.

The differences between Alex-

ander and this equally young Nazarene

are many. But the greatest difference is

in their ultimate victories. Alexander

conquered lands, peoples, princi-

palities, and earthly kingdoms. But he

who is called the Perfect Leader, he

who was and is the Light and Life of the

world—Jesus Christ the Son of God

—


