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Use what comes wisely

Cheerfulness will never be a

blending of self-deceit and ratio-

nalization. Being of good cheer permits

us to rise above the moment and situa-

tion. Generally, rationalization is un-

conscious. We slip into it unaware and
gradually. It becomes a crutch for those

who choose to walk in crooked paths.

The major responsibility for good
cheer lies with the individual.

Good cheer is best shared by
those who will discard fear, cheerfully

accept what comes and use it wisely,

become converted, obey the command-
ments of God, avoid self-deceit and
rationalization.

Being of good cheer makes it pos-

sible for us to turn all of our sunsets into

sunrises.

With good cheer, carrying our

cross can be our ladder to happiness.

When Jesus comes into our lives, cheer

lights the way. How powerful and com-
forting is the Savior's declaration, "In

the world ye shall have tribulation: but

be of good cheer; I have overcome the

world" (John 16:33).

Be of good cheer, and not fear

He promises to stand by us. He
invites us to bear record and witness of

him. What a joy and honor it is for me
to declare in good cheer and without

fear that Jesus Christ is the Son of the

living God, that he was the Only Begot-

ten of the Father, that he is, and that he

will yet come again in God's name. I

thank God for the Savior's life, his

cheerful love, and his example. "There

is no fear in love; but perfect love

casteth out fear" (1 John 4:18).

To all mankind everywhere I

cheerfully testify that our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ is our Redeemer.
He will sustain us now and forever ifwe
will walk in his paths, be ofgood cheer,

and not fear. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder Marvin J.

Ashton , a member of the Council of the

Twelve.

We shall now hear from Elder

James M. Paramore, a member of the

First Quorum of the Seventy, and he

will be followed by Elder Jacob de

Jager, also a member of that quorum.

Elder James M. Paramore

My beloved brothers and sisters, I

want to sustain with all my heart and
soul this day President Benson and his

Counselors. My sixteen years of expe-

riences with them has taught me that

they are true prophets, true ministers,

and servants of the Lord, Jesus Christ.

I know that they love me, and I know
that they love you.

"My gratitude knows no bounds"

A few years ago while I was serv-

ing as stake president, I had some
special, spiritual experiences, one of

which I'd like to share with you today.

One time in a stake conference, one
of my great friends and reactivated

brothers stood and bore his testimony

of the power that had come into his life

because of the teachings of Jesus Christ

and of those who had ministered unto

him. His heart was full, his eyes over-

flowed, as he stood before the audience

with his arms around his two sons. He
said, "My gratitude knows no bounds.

My life has been totally changed by the

gospel and by the people who have

truly loved me. I will need to spend the

rest of my life ministering and teaching

others as partial repayment for all that

I have received."
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And minister and serve he did,

with love, unending effort, and great

personal concern. As a home teacher,

he was assigned to some special, great

families who, as he had once
been, were away from the Church
and had challenges—some almost
overwhelming.

"When you lose the Spirit"

He began his work in earnest, go-
ing to them as a friend and servant—

a

true minister. He visited and visited and
served them in every way that he could.

At first (just as he had been), they
didn't want to talk to him or hear his

message, and often they would leave
the room when he came. But he under-

stood, for he had done it himself a hun-
dred times to others, leaving his wife
alone to hear them. He understood how
they felt, expressed as follows by a
reactivated man who is currently a

bishop in the Church:
"Because I wasn't living a righ-

teous life, I looked down my nose at

others. When you lose the Spirit of the

Lord, you don't judge things properly.

You look to judge negatively and to

find fault. You wrap yourself in your
own cocoon, so to speak, and you ratio-

nalize. But when I started working with
these men, I found some of these fel-

lows like to do the things that I like to

do. I found out that they put their shoes
on the same way I did. It was the influ-

ence of those men; they accepted me.
They put their arms around me, and
they accepted me for what I was and
who I was. And we went to work, and
I ate in their homes. And I just started

catching the Spirit."

Servant, minister, friend

My friend prayed harder and
harder for guidance and direction, went
to the homes more often, and began to

teach and encourage his families to

pray for help to overcome problems.
He became their servant, their minister,

their friend, and now he was able to

teach them.

One of the fathers he was teaching

had what was thought to be an incurable

alcohol problem. Every day after work
for twenty years, he bought alcohol and
consumed it until he could hardly find

his way home. He received friendship

and encouragement to pray to heaven
for help. One day after his work, while

he was driving into the countryside

with his bottle, a voice came into his

heart to stop his car, walk out into the

field, and pray to Father in Heaven for

help. His simple prayer was heard by
his Father in Heaven, and as he stood

up and walked back to his car, all desire

to drink liquor left his life. The powers
of heaven had descended upon him,
and he knew that God lived and loved

him.

I heard him later stand before the

members and testify of the love of God
and of my friend and others who had
ministered unto him and taught him.

My heart has been touched as I think of

how powerful and important the words
are: "They taught and did minister one
to another" (3 Nephi 26:19).

A holy gift

President Spencer W. Kimball
gave these insights about the ministry

of the Savior: "Never did the Savior

give in expectation. I know of no case

in his life in which there was an ex-

change. He was always the giver, sel-

dom the recipient. Never did he give

shoes, hose, or a vehicle; never did he
give perfume, a shirt, or a fur wrap. His

gifts were of such a nature that the re-

cipient could hardly exchange or return

the value. His gifts were rare ones: eyes

to the blind, ears to the deaf, and legs

to the lame; cleanliness to the unclean,

wholeness to the infirm, and breath to

the lifeless. His gifts were opportunity

to the downtrodden, freedom to the op-

pressed, light in the darkness, forgive-

ness to the repentant, hope to the

despairing. His friends gave him shel-

ter, food, and love. He gave them of

himself, his love, his service, his life.

The wise men brought him gold and
frankincense. He gave them and all
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their fellow mortals resurrection, salva-

tion, and eternal life. We should strive

to give as he gave. To give of oneself

is a holy gift" (The Wondrous Gift [Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1978],

p. 2).

Ammon ministering among
Lamanites

One of the great stories on minis-

tering to others comes from Alma in the

Book of Mormon. (See Alma 17-19.)

Ammon, one of the sons of Mosiah,

truly gave himself to teaching and min-

istering unto the people for over four-

teen years. He had waxed strong in the

knowledge of truth by searching the

scriptures diligently, by much prayer

and fasting, and he received the spirit of

prophecy and revelation and taught

with power and authority from God. He
prayed that he might be an instrument

in the hands of God to bring the knowl-

edge of the truth unto the Lamanites, a

wild and hardened and ferocious

people. As he came to the land of Ish-

mael, the Lamanites bound him and

carried him before the king, Lamoni, to

slay him or to make a slave of him. And
now the ministry and teaching began.

The king asked him if he desired

to stay among the Lamanites.

"Yes," he responded, "for a

time—perhaps even until the day I

die."

And the king was pleased with

Ammon and untied him and offered

him one of his daughters to wife.

But Ammon offered instead him-

self to be a servant to the king. He
tended the flocks with others until a

certain day came, and a number of the

Lamanites scattered their flocks, caus-

ing grave concern, for the king usually

killed those who lost their flocks. But

this scattering filled Ammon' s heart

with joy, for he said, "Now I will show

the power that is within me." He over-

powered the enemy and gathered the

flocks, and all were astonished at his

power, for none of the enemy could

touch him.

As the servants returned and testi-

fied of the miraculous things that had

happened, the king sought to talk to

Ammon, who was even at that moment
feeding the king's horses and preparing

his chariots. The king was even more

astonished and said, "He doth even re-

member all of my commandments to

execute them."

And now, after this type of minis-

try, of concern for others, even greater

opportunities would be offered him to

teach and minister unto the king and

others. His words as he came unto the

king were, "I am a man and thy servant;

therefore, whatever thou desirest which

is right, that will I do."

And the king, seeing and feeling

the great power and spirit of Ammon,
asked, "Art thou the great spirit who
knows all things?" For Ammon had

perceived his very thoughts.

The king, feeling this power, told

Ammon that he would grant unto him

anything he desired. Ammon now had

that great opportunity to really influ-

ence the king and all of the people, to

now teach them of God, and His truths

and to extend His blessings. Miracles

had already occurred and would follow

as the king himself was raised from his

bed by Ammon. Many did believe,

were baptized, and became a righteous

people. The Church was established

among them.

Promise to those who minister,

serve, love, and teach the gospel

Ponder these points as you feel the

influence of Ammon' s teachings, his

ministry and great example:

1

.

The desire of his heart was to

bring people to God.
2. He was always a servant, a

minister. He was out among the people.

3

.

He prepared himself by fasting

,

studying the scriptures, and prayer.

4. He went forth believing he

could make a difference with the help

of God.
5

.

He anxiously looked for every

possible opportunity to serve.
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6. He kept all of the command-
ments.

7. As a result of doing all of these
things, he taught with power and au-
thority and established the Church of
God.

The great promise to all of God's
children who truly minister, serve,

love, and teach the gospel is that one
day they may sit at the right hand of the

Savior and be received into His pres-

ence. May the Lord make us "able min-
isters" (2 Corinthians 3:6), as were
Ammon and my friend. This should be
the end result of every principle and
truth we learn in the gospel. This is

truly the gospel in action.

May we truly minister and teach
all of our people, but especially reach

out to those who plead in their hearts

and through the long, lonely nights for

help—our widows, our divorced, our
nonmembers, our aged, our less

active—to let them know of our con-
cern, our love, and the love of God,
until a happier people cannot be found
upon the whole land, for "they taught
and did minister one to another." In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder James M.
Paramore.

We shall now be pleased to hear
from Elder Jacob de Jager of the First

Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder Jacob de Jager

My dear brothers and sisters, it is

a great pressure to stand before you.
Nevertheless I want Elder [Marvin J.]

Ashton to know that I follow his teach-

ings and that I am of good cheer.

"Word deafness"

My assignment this afternoon, as

I understand it, is to speak; and your
assignment this afternoon, as I under-
stand it, is to listen . If you finish your
assignment before I do, please raise

your hand!

Furthermore, I want you to know
that this is an assignment in which I

"rejoice exceedingly," as Alma the

Younger in the Book ofMormon would
say. And having journeyed from the

land of Japan eastward, away to the

state of Utah, to attend this general con-
ference, what adds more to my joy, as

Alma continues, is to see that you are

still my brothers and sisters in the Lord;
yea, and that you have waxed strong in

the knowledge of the truth. (See
Alma 17:2.)

May I also, by way of introduc-

tion, add that when foreigners like my-

self are taught the English language,
they are usually advised by their teach-
ers to shy away from difficult and com-
plicated words because they may not
sound right when spoken with a foreign
accent; that is, trying to impress rather

than express! Language teachers do,
however, allow an exception to this

general rule in the case of medical
terms, when properly used. I would
like, therefore, to share with you a few
thoughts on the medical term logo-
kophosis, which literally means "word
deafness" or, in an extended gospel
meaning, "the inability to hear or un-
derstand spoken directions."

Some suffer badly from
logokophosis

The scriptures are replete with di-

rections spoken by holy prophets in all

dispensations because "the voice of the
Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that

all that will hear may hear"
(D&C 1:11). Yet time and again we
have to be asked to be better listeners.

President Marion G. Romney some-
times wonders out loud, "How many


