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heard the cock crow. "And he went out,

and wept bitterly" (Matthew 26:75),

but this strengthened Peter to fulfill his

calling and to die for the cause.

Listen to the still, small voice for

life-changing messages

There is one unerring voice that is

ever true. It can always be relied upon.

It should be listened to, although at

times this voice too may speak un-

welcome warning messages. I speak of

the still, small, inner voice which
comes from the divine source. As the

prophet Elijah learned, "the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an

earthquake; but the Lord was not in the

earthquake:

"And after the earthquake a fire;

but the Lord was not in the fire: and

after the fire a still small voice"

(1 Kings 19:11-12).

One single unwanted message
may be a call to change our lives; it may
lead to the specially tailored opportu-

nity we need. I am grateful that it is

never too late to change, to make things

right, to leave old activities and habits

behind.

I wish to testify that the prophetic

messages of this conference will lead

any who will listen — and follow the

counsel given — to the promise of the

Savior, which is peace in this life and
eternal life in the world hereafter. I so

testify in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder James E. Faust of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles has just spo-

ken to us.

The chorus and congregation will

now join in singing "Put Your Shoulder

to the Wheel," following which Elder

Marion D. Hanks, a member of the

Presidency of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, will speak to us.

The chorus and congregation sang
"Put Your Shoulder to the Wheel."

Elder Marion D. Hanks

Importance of daily decisions

In the early days of the Restora-

tion, the Lord commanded one of his

servants to "declare glad tidings" and to

do this "with all humility, trusting in

me, reviling not against revilers"

(D&C 19:29-30). In the constructive

spirit of that directive, I desire to bear

my testimony this morning about the

vital effect in our lives and the lives of

others of the day-by-day decisions all

of us are making — and where we can

find help in making them.

A teacher once wrote of the un-

anticipated consequences of some of

our decisions. We didn't really ever

intend those consequences, but we fol-

lowed the paths that led to them. "He
who chooses the beginning of a road

chooses the place it leads to," he said.

"He who picks up one end of a stick,

picks up the other." And it is not only

our own course we are affecting when
we choose the beginning of a road; we
inevitably travel with others, and some-
times we bring anguish and distress to

those we love and to other innocent

persons.

Agency a peril and a privilege

Over this pulpit President David
0. McKay taught us:

"Next to the bestowal of life itself,

the right to direct that life is God's
greatest gift to man. . . . Freedom of

choice is more to be treasured than any
possession earth can give" (in Confer-

ence Report, Apr. 1950, p. 32).

The oppressing presence of prob-

lems all about us — personal, family,

and in our society — accentuates the
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peril as well as the privilege of free

agency. The ancient Psalmist surely

seems to be singing to our time: "Have
mercy upon me, Lord, for I am in

trouble" (Psalm 31:9).

Why is there so much trouble?

"With all that fairway, why do we
spend so much time in the rough?"

someone said.

Part of the answer is that without

opposition and testing, free agency

loses its meaning. Opposition, tribula-

tion, afflictions, the refining fire are

part of the eternal plan.

Choose sound sources of guidance

Much that happens to us in this life

we cannot control; we only respond.

But much of the pain we suffer and

inevitably impose upon others is self-

induced through our own bad judg-

ment, through poor choices. Where can

we look for help?

The ancient prophet Micah per-

haps surprisingly seemed to rule out the

nearest and most normal sources of

assistance — family, friends, and lead-

ers. Some of us have perhaps experi-

enced a measure of the deep

disappointment he felt because of Is-

rael's rebelliousness when he declared

that "the good man is perished out of

the earth" (Micah 7:2). He spoke of

princes and judges asking for rewards,

and of great men uttering "mischievous

desire" (v. 3). For Micah, the source of

help was clear and sure: "Therefore I

will look unto the Lord," he said. "I

will wait for the God of my salvation:

my God will hear me" (v. 7).

Jeremiah warned "the man that

trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his

arm, and whose heart departeth from

the Lord" (Jeremiah 17:5). Other

prophets have similarly spoken.

Does this mean that we may never

have confidence in the integrity of oth-

ers? Must we never trust parents or

friends or caring counselors or humble
servants of God? This is obviously not

the meaning of the scriptures, which

themselves are the record of revelation

and inspired instruction; what they are

emphasizing is the care we must exer-

cise in choosing counsel or example.

Beware of unwholesome sources of
guidance

There is accessible, for those who
will accommodate it, much that is not

uplifting or wholesome, which some-
times seems so perverse in its portrayal

of marriage, and of the family, and of
personal integrity that the undiscerning

might be led to believe that this is the

normal way for people or families or

neighborhoods to behave.

Only last week a comment was
made by an assistant United States at-

torney general after she had witnessed

a popular play in which drug use was
made to appear acceptable and even
desirable: " 'We perpetuate the

falsehood that drugs make you cute,

bold, insightful, philosophical or

chic,' " she said (Lois Haight Herring-

ton, quoted by Godfrey Sperling, Jr.,

"Tolerance for Drugs Is Undermining
U.S. 'War' Commitment," Deseret

News, 24 Sept. 1986, sec. A, p. 9).

And a columnist, in quoting her, added
an interesting line: "Our society still

sanctions the use of alcohol. There is

really no more dangerous drug — and
certainly none that has done more
damage or wrecked more lives over

the years — than alcohol" (Sperling,

sec. A, p. 9).

Seek help from the Lord

But most of us also have available

sound sources of wise guidance if we
will look for them. There is great power
in trust and love, and, of course, we
must learn to trust because our confi-

dence in the integrity of man supports

our confidence in God. Yet, in matters

of lasting importance, one must not rely

only on "the arm of flesh" at the ex-

pense of looking to the Lord in scripture

and in prayer.
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Perils of immature, thoughtless

choices

In World War II, I had an experi-

ence aboard a United States naval ves-

sel in the South Pacific that was a

powerful example of the virtue of wise

choices and the peril of making deci-

sions that are immature or impetuous,

or are made in the heat of emotion, or

that go thoughtlessly along with the

crowd.
The young man aboard my ship

was obviously special. He was modest
and able and promising, and it was a

blessing to be with him on the few oc-

casions when our particular duties dur-

ing wartime made it possible to be
together.

But circumstance dictated that

much more of the time and attention of

my young associate was spent with oth-

ers with whom he worked intimately in

the compressed life of a crew aboard a

ship at sea. These associates had life-

styles and a view ofvalues that were far

removed from those to which this

choice lad was accustomed. Gradually,

the circumstances and the daily pres-

sures began to take their toll on a not yet

fully stable young man.
One day in a far-off port, I ob-

served him almost furtively preparing

to go ashore in the company of some of

those experienced individuals who
were taking him into town for one of

their "good times," as they supposed.

In the navy, these periods off duty were
ironically called "liberty."

I had a brief moment with him as

he went over the gangway and tried to

warn him that this adventure was peril-

ous and that these men meant him no
good. His furtiveness turned to defi-

ance, and he plainly told me that he was
a big boy now, able to make up his own
mind, and that he would do as he chose.

The consequences of the decisions

he made that day — and those that were
made for him when, through their in-

iquitous "help," he had lost the power
to think for himself or govern his own
behavior — were different than he ever

intended or could imagine. In his im-

maturity, he rebelliously chose the be-

ginning of a road without thinking

where that road would lead him. The
place at which he arrived in the next

few hours was one which he would
never in his right mind have chosen.

When he returned to the ship,

overleave overseas in wartime, out of

control, and in custody of the shore

patrol, he became subject to severe dis-

cipline. I cannot forget his tearful an-

guish as he awaited his ordeal. He
could not even remember anything of

the most serious of the tragedies that

had occurred to him. All he could recall

was lifting a glass they pressed on him,

not knowing that they had drugged the

drink, and then all was blank. They had
proceeded to take him on their rounds

with them.

The charges against him, indelibly

imprinted on his previously perfect ser-

vice record, were heartbreaking. I

won't forget his tearful anguish as he

said over and over, "What will I tell my
mom? What will I tell my girl?"

He had time now — and the dispo-

sition to listen and to think. We read

together the sweet counsel of the Lord
concerning Christ's atoning sacrifice

and his mission of redemption and of

forgiveness and mercy (see Alma 42).

Beware of those who wield evil

influence

About two thousand years ago, the

Apostle Peter wrote in remarkable de-

tail of our times and what is transpiring

in them as individuals, young and old,

are sometimes led into tragedy by oth-

ers who have no wholesome interest in

their happiness or their future. These
"others," and the results of their evil

influence, are clearly described. I pray

that some who sorely need it, or some
who can help those who sorely need
it, will hear these remarkable words.
They come from the book of 2 Peter,

chapter 2:

"The Lord knoweth how to deliver

the godly out of temptations, and to

reserve the unjust unto the day of judg-
ment. . . .
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"But chiefly them that walk after

the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and
despise government. Presumptuous are

they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to

speak evil of dignities, . . .

"... of the things that they un-

derstand not; . . .

"Having eyes full of adultery, and

that cannot cease from sin; beguiling

unstable souls: . . .

"These are wells without water,

clouds that are carried with a tem-

pest; . . .

"For when they speak great swell-

ing words of vanity, they allure through

the lusts of the flesh, through much
wantonness, those that were clean es-

caped from them who live in error.

"While they promise them liberty,

they themselves are the servants of cor-

ruption: for of whom a man is over-

come, of the same is he brought in

bondage" (vs. 9-10, 12, 14, 17-19;
italics added).

I have never been able to refer to

these powerful words without thinking

about a clean young man of strong

promise who followed bad counsel and
bad example into tragedy, with com-
promise to conscience and with heart-

break to himself and to those who loved

him. We cannot with impunity follow

the example or heed the counsels of

unwisdom or unrighteousness, or of ig-

norance or immaturity or ego or greed

or bravado.

Consequences of evil

There is no bravery in evil, no true

courage in behavior that can only result

in deep disappointment. There is no
lasting joy in the euphoria resulting

from substances taken into our bodies

which ultimately sabotage our self-

control, and overcome our capacity to

think for ourselves, and move us to act

in ways incompatible with our best un-

derstanding.

Reasons to seek the Lord's counsel

We see much that is glorious and
reassuring in good human beings, but

mortal men have limitations. None of

us has ever met a mortal in whom we
could comfortably rest our salvation.

Only one qualifies for that trust, and he

is the Holy One of Israel. His love for

us was and is so great that he volun-

teered for the unspeakable burden of

carrying the weight of our sins. He is

our Mediator and our Advocate with

the Father. The prophet Micah spoke

truthfully and faithfully long ago when,
in a time of great trouble, he testified:

"I will look unto the Lord; I will wait

for the God of my salvation: my God
will hear me" (Micah 7:7).

All of us have much to learn and
need good counsel. And beyond sound
human help, beyond the "arm of flesh,"

it is written, "Counsel with the Lord in

all thy doings, and he will direct thee

for good" (Alma 37:37). "He will con-

sole you in your afflictions, and he will

plead your cause" (Jacob 3:1).

Mormon's last words to his son

are my prayer for my children and

grandchildren also, and for the children

of men everywhere:

"My son, be faithful in Christ;

and may not the things which I have

written grieve thee, to weigh thee down
unto death; but may Christ lift thee up,

and may his sufferings and death, and

[resurrection], . . . and his mercy and

long-suffering, and the hope of his

glory and of eternal life, rest in your

mind forever" (Moroni 9:25).

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "Sweet Hour of

Prayer" without announcement.

President Hinckley

Elder Marion D. Hanks, a mem-
ber of the Presidency of the First Quo-
rum of the Seventy, has addressed us,


