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so many scriptures are being fulfilled,

and so much history is being made.

You are an important part of it.

Let me express my true feelings to

you about the Church. I know,

Michael, in a decisive, indelible

manner — due to the Spirit — that Jesus

is our Redeemer. He lives, as does his

Father. He is the living Son of a living

God. President Benson and the First

Presidency are his living servants

through whom His will is given to all

the world. Watch them, Mike, listen to

them, follow them. This is the only

church of Jesus Christ on the earth,

Michael, and you are just as important

as any human being in all history. You
are of infinite worth. I love you, pal. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Ted E. Brewerton of the

First Quorum of the Seventy has just

spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder M.
Russell Ballard of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, and he will be fol-

lowed by President Howard W.
Hunter, Acting President of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Proclaim the gospel to all people

The Prophet Joseph Smith was of-

ten asked to inquire of the Lord to learn

what people should do. In the case of

John Whitmer, the Lord said, "And
now, behold, I say unto you, that the

thing which will be of the most worth

unto you will be to declare repentance

unto this people, that you may bring

souls unto me, that you may rest with

them in the kingdom of my Father"

(D&C 15:6).

Jesus repeatedly called upon his

disciples to preach the gospel to every

living soul. Those who would believe

were to be baptized in his name and

enter into his church. After the Savior's

forty-day fast and the temptation by
Satan, "Jesus began to preach, and to

say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven

is at hand.

"And Jesus, walking by the sea of

Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon
called Peter, and Andrew his brother,

casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers.

"And he saith unto them, Follow

me, and I will make you fishers of men.
"And they straightway left their

nets, and followed him. . . .

"And Jesus went about all Galilee,

teaching in their synagogues, and

preaching the gospel of the kingdom"
(Matthew 4:17-20, 23).

With loving patience, Jesus taught

his disciples, and especially his twelve

Apostles, to "preach the kingdom of

God" (Luke 9:2). After the three years

of his ministry, crowned by the Atone-
ment, which included his glorious res-

urrection, Jesus gathered his eleven

disciples in Galilee.

"And Jesus came and spake unto

them, saying, All power is given unto

me in heaven and in earth.

"Go ye therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost:

"Teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world" (Matthew
28:18-20).

These instructions were clear.

When Peter, the chief Apostle, finally

understood them, he became a power-
ful leader. For example, on the day of

Pentecost, he stood "with the eleven,

lifted up his voice, and said unto them,

Ye men of Judea, . . .

"This Jesus hath God raised up,

whereof we all are witnesses. . . .

"Therefore let all the house of

Israel know assuredly, that God hath
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made that same Jesus, whom ye have

crucified, both Lord and Christ.

"Now when they heard this, they

were pricked in their heart, and said

unto Peter and to the rest of the

apostles, Men and brethren, what shall

we do?
"Then Peter said unto them, Re-

pent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-

mission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost. . . .

"Then they that gladly received

his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about

three thousand souls" (Acts 2:14, 32,

36-38, 41).

When Jesus visited this continent,

Nephi went forth and bowed himself

before the Lord.

"And the Lord commanded him
that he should arise. And he arose and

stood before him.

"And the Lord said unto him: I

give unto you power that ye shall bap-

tize this people when I am again as-

cended into heaven.

"And again the Lord called others,

and said unto them likewise; and he

gave unto them power to baptize"

(3 Nephi 11:20-22).

To every people through all ages

his message remains the same: "Preach

the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:2).

Share the message of the

Restoration

The First Presidency has said that

one of the threefold missions of the

Church is to proclaim the gospel. If we
accept this mission, we should be will-

ing to center our efforts on bringing

souls unto the Lord on condition of

repentance.

Two years ago I spoke on this sub-

ject, and I continue to feel an urgent

need that we must constantly remind

and help each other in our responsibili-

ties to share the message of the Restora-

tion with others.

Stories of helping others receive

the gospel

We often hear members say, "I

know I should share the gospel, but I

don't know how to do it." Perhaps the

following success stories that have
come to me may help you. These expe-

riences resulted when members of the

Church exercised their faith and fol-

lowed some simple steps, such as set-

ting a date to have someone prepared to

be taught by the missionaries.

From England:

"In my calling as branch presi-

dent, I decided one day to invite our
whole community to join us in fasting

[and giving a fast offering] for the

people of Ethiopia. I had four thousand
leaflets produced, which we distributed

to homes in our area.

"One of the leaflets was delivered

to a nonmember, and his wife felt im-

pressed to take part. It was the name of

the Church on the leaflet which first

impressed them.

"The husband came to the chapel

with the fast offering as invited, and I

met him there. I gave him a tour of our

small building, shared my testimony

with him, and invited him to come to

church Sunday. He came, and I intro-

duced him to our missionaries, who
arranged to call on the home.

"I was privileged to join with the

missionaries on several joint teaching

visits, and I developed a close relation-

ship with the family.

"On the evening of March 2, the

night before the date I had set, I bap-

tized the wife. Her husband will follow

soon, and their daughter.

"We have now met other families

through this one, who are being taught.

As for my wife and me, we have set

another date!"

From Oregon:

"I set a date of just under two
months and proceeded to ask for divine

guidance in all ofmy daily prayers, and
to fast for strength not to lose sight of

my goal.

"My date came and went, with a

few pangs of guilt. However, I received
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a message one week later that an old

friend of mine that I had gone to school

with wanted me to call. I gave him a

call and invited him over that night. My
friend went with me to pick up some
pizza. As we drove into town, I told

him that I was a member of the LDS
church. He was interested, so I related

some of the many blessings I had re-

ceived. I then asked him to attend

church with me that next Sunday,

which he did.

"From the beginning, he accepted

it all. We invited him to be baptized. He
said he didn't want to be rushed into

anything. At this time, I was impressed

to read to him from the Book of Mor-
mon, using the words that Alma used at

the waters of Mormon. As I read those

verses from Mosiah 18 to him, I paused

at each question that Alma asked and

asked him if he were willing to do it

also. He said yes to all of it . Then I read

him verse 10 and asked him, 'What
have you against being baptized?'

"He looked at me and said,

'You're right, I have nothing to wait

for.' So the date was set, and I baptized

and confirmed him a member of the

Church."
From Florida:

"As I knelt in prayer, I expressed

a sincere desire to share the gospel with

someone and asked my Heavenly Fa-

ther to please send someone to me.

"The very next morning there was
a knock on my door, and it was a neigh-

bor wanting to borrow a pan. Although

she had lived by us for some time, we
had not had much contact. Two days

later both she and her husband came
over to visit with us. During our con-

versation she mentioned that they had

been looking for a church. I told her

how my husband and I were once in that

very same position and how our church

filled that very special need we had. We
invited them to church that Sunday, and

they eagerly accepted. Afterward, we
asked them if they would be interested

in learning more by having the mission-

ary lessons in our home. They told us

that, indeed, they would be interested.

"On Christmas Day, my husband
baptized and confirmed them members
of the Church. They have grown so

strong, and they set a shining example
to all. They are looking forward to the

day when they and their new baby girl

can be sealed in the temple for time and
eternity."

Then, from far-off Buenos Aires:

"In our family prayers we began to

include the names of nonmembers who
had not yet joined the Church. My chil-

dren prayed for them. Our prayers were
different. We were changing our atti-

tude toward missionary work from
waiting for opportunities to share the

gospel to asking the Lord to prepare

specific people, by name, to receive the

lessons.

"We have seen one person come
into the Church who is now fully ac-

tive. Three other families, chosen with

the Lord's help, have received the third

discussion. All have been to church at

least twice. All have been in our home
for friendshipping and encouragement.

They are receiving the opportunity to

accept or reject the gospel message."

Seek the Lord's help in sharing the

gospel

My brothers and sisters, from the

experiences of these people and many
more like them, we learn that we can

give the saving ordinances of the gospel

to others when we allow the Lord to

help us with someone we know and
love. Sharing our feelings about God
and religion should be easy since most
Latter-day Saints are loving, sharing,

and trusting people. With a relationship

of trust established and with help from
the Lord, we generally can feel com-
fortable moving beyond the realm of

friendship and can invite our friends to

learn more about the Church.

Four steps of helping others receive

the gospel

There are many ways to share the

gospel. I know that the following four
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simple steps will help you in your effort

to find and to share the gospel with

others because many members have

used them and have had successful mis-

sionary experiences.

Step one: Prayerfully set a date by
which you will have someone prepared

to hear the gospel. We must start some-

where, and this simple act of faith on

our part will serve to motivate us. Do
not worry if you do not have someone
already in mind. Let the Lord help you.

Step two: Prayerfully choose a

friend or someone you already know,
someone with whom you may have al-

ready discussed the gospel, or given a

Book of Mormon or other Church lit-

erature, or taken to church.

Step three: Share your date and

your plans with your bishopric, ward
mission leader, and the full-time mis-

sionaries. They will help you.

The most important step is step

four: With the help of the Spirit, invite

your nonmember friend to hear the mis-

sionary discussions. This step, extend-

ing an invitation to hear the gospel,

requires the most faith — faith to do as

you are prompted by the Holy Ghost.

In talking of faith and saving

souls, you should understand that when
the Spirit is present, people are not of-

fended when you share your feelings

about the gospel. By prayerfully fol-

lowing these steps, you are putting a

plan into effect that translates your faith

into action.

Preparing people to feel the Spirit

There are many good ways that

you can use to prepare someone to feel

the Spirit. A few examples are: bear

your testimony, pray together, read the

scriptures, give a Book of Mormon,
share a spiritual experience, take your

friend to church, present a gospel film

or tape, and discuss the gospel. Please

note that all of these same steps and

principles will also work when we use

them to invite the inactive member of

the Church to come back into full

activity.

In the fiftieth section of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, we are assured

that "he that receiveth the word by the

Spirit of truth receiveth it as it is

preached by the Spirit of truth.

"Wherefore, he that preacheth and
he that receiveth, understand one an-

other, and both are edified and rejoice

together" (D&C 50:21 -22).

"Bring many souls unto the Lord"

The key to success in bringing

souls unto Christ is to act at a time when
you feel the Spirit and you sense that

your friend does also.

Remember, brothers and sisters,

through our faith, our trust in the Lord,

and our good works, we can bring

many souls unto the Lord. We can en-

joy the blessings of living with them in

the kingdom of our Father.

"Who will be there to greet us?"

Shortly after the death of Sister

LeGrand Richards, I was assigned to be
Elder Richards' junior companion to

assist him in creating the Atlanta Geor-

gia Stake. As we were flying toward his

beloved Southern States Mission, he

said to me, "Brother Ballard, I am not

afraid to die; the only thing I worry
about is, will I be able to find Mommy
over there."

I was impressed to say to Elder

Richards that in his case that could be

a real problem. Immediately, I had his

full attention. He looked me directly in

the eye and said, "What do you mean
by that?"

With my emotions near the sur-

face, I answered this great missionary,

"Elder Richards, when you die, so

many people there will be anxious to

greet you because you introduced the

gospel to them that you might have
difficulty finding Mommy in the

crowd." His response was, "Oh, you
don't mean that."

We all might ask ourselves the

question, Who will be there to greet us?
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We can succeed in sharing the

gospel

Oh, that I could have the power to

touch your hearts that you would have

the faith to take the simple steps that

will bring the light of the gospel to

many more of our Father's children.

The more I am involved in this work,

the more I realize that Satan would have

you and me believe that we cannot suc-

ceed in sharing the gospel. He lies to

us. In fact, he is the father of all lies.

Do not listen to him. Listen to the

prompting of the Holy Ghost, and then

act in faith in sharing the gospel.

I testify to you, my brothers and

sisters, that I know the Lord lives. I

know that when we are willing to seek

his help and guidance, when we trust in

him completely, he will bless us to un-

derstand what to do and how to proceed

in the wonderful work of sharing this

glorious message with others.

We do appreciate all you have

done in the past. The leaders of the

Church have great faith that, united to-

gether, the members and the missionar-

ies of this church can do much more in

the future to build the kingdom of God.
May the Lord bless us all with

increased faith to move his work for-

ward, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Elder M.
Russell Ballard of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles. Brother Ballard,

when Elder LeGrand Richards asked

me that same question, "Will 1 be able

to find Mommy there?" I gave him a

different answer. I said, "Brother

Richards, don't worry about it.

Mommy will find you!"
It will now be our opportunity to

hear from President Howard W.
Hunter, Acting President of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles, who will be
our concluding speaker.

President Howard W. Hunter

In ancient times, one test of the

purity of gold was performed with a

smooth, black, siliceous stone called

a touchstone. When rubbed across the

touchstone, the gold produced a streak

or mark on its surface. The goldsmith

matched this mark to a color on his

chart of graded colors. The mark was
redder as the amount of copper or

alloy increased or yellower as the per-

centage of gold increased. This process

showed quite accurately the purity of

the gold.

The touchstone method of testing

the purity of gold was quick and was
satisfactory for most practical pur-

poses. But the goldsmith who still

questioned the purity completed a more
accurate test by using a process that

involved fire.

The Lord's touchstone: the two
great commandments

I suggest to you that the Lord has

prepared a touchstone for you and me,
an outward measurement of inward
discipleship that marks our faithfulness

and will survive the fires yet to come.
On one occasion while Jesus was

teaching the people, a certain lawyer

approached him and posed this ques-

tion: "Master, what shall I do to inherit

eternal life?"

Jesus, the master teacher, replied

to the man, who obviously was well-

versed in the law, with a counter-

question, "What is written in the law?
how readest thou?"

The man replied with resolute

summary the two great command-
ments: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy

God with all thy heart, and with all thy

soul, and with all thy strength, and


