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We can succeed in sharing the

gospel

Oh, that I could have the power to

touch your hearts that you would have

the faith to take the simple steps that

will bring the light of the gospel to

many more of our Father's children.

The more I am involved in this work,

the more I realize that Satan would have

you and me believe that we cannot suc-

ceed in sharing the gospel. He lies to

us. In fact, he is the father of all lies.

Do not listen to him. Listen to the

prompting of the Holy Ghost, and then

act in faith in sharing the gospel.

I testify to you, my brothers and

sisters, that I know the Lord lives. I

know that when we are willing to seek

his help and guidance, when we trust in

him completely, he will bless us to un-

derstand what to do and how to proceed

in the wonderful work of sharing this

glorious message with others.

We do appreciate all you have

done in the past. The leaders of the

Church have great faith that, united to-

gether, the members and the missionar-

ies of this church can do much more in

the future to build the kingdom of God.
May the Lord bless us all with

increased faith to move his work for-

ward, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Elder M.
Russell Ballard of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles. Brother Ballard,

when Elder LeGrand Richards asked

me that same question, "Will 1 be able

to find Mommy there?" I gave him a

different answer. I said, "Brother

Richards, don't worry about it.

Mommy will find you!"
It will now be our opportunity to

hear from President Howard W.
Hunter, Acting President of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles, who will be
our concluding speaker.

President Howard W. Hunter

In ancient times, one test of the

purity of gold was performed with a

smooth, black, siliceous stone called

a touchstone. When rubbed across the

touchstone, the gold produced a streak

or mark on its surface. The goldsmith

matched this mark to a color on his

chart of graded colors. The mark was
redder as the amount of copper or

alloy increased or yellower as the per-

centage of gold increased. This process

showed quite accurately the purity of

the gold.

The touchstone method of testing

the purity of gold was quick and was
satisfactory for most practical pur-

poses. But the goldsmith who still

questioned the purity completed a more
accurate test by using a process that

involved fire.

The Lord's touchstone: the two
great commandments

I suggest to you that the Lord has

prepared a touchstone for you and me,
an outward measurement of inward
discipleship that marks our faithfulness

and will survive the fires yet to come.
On one occasion while Jesus was

teaching the people, a certain lawyer

approached him and posed this ques-

tion: "Master, what shall I do to inherit

eternal life?"

Jesus, the master teacher, replied

to the man, who obviously was well-

versed in the law, with a counter-

question, "What is written in the law?
how readest thou?"

The man replied with resolute

summary the two great command-
ments: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy

God with all thy heart, and with all thy

soul, and with all thy strength, and
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with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as

thyself."

With approval Christ responded,

"This do, and thou shalt live" (Luke
10:25-28).

Eternal life, God's life, the life we
are seeking, is rooted in two command-
ments. The scriptures say that "on these

two commandments hang all the law

and the prophets" (Matthew 22:40).

Love God and love your neighbor. The
two work together; they are insepara-

ble. In the highest sense they may be

considered as synonymous. And they are

commandments that each of us can live.

The answer of Jesus to the lawyer

might be considered as the Lord's touch-

stone. He said on another occasion, "In-

asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me" (Matthew 25:40). He will

measure our devotion to him by how we
love and serve our fellowmen. What kind

of mark are we leaving on the Lord's

touchstone? Are we truly good neigh-

bors? Does the test show us to be twenty-

four-karat gold, or can the trace of fool's

gold be detected?

"Who is my neighbour?"

As if excusing himself for asking

such a simple question of the Master,

the lawyer sought to justify himself by
further inquiring, "And who is my
neighbour?" (Luke 10:29).

We all ought to be eternally grate-

ful for that question, for in the Savior's

reply came one of his richest and most
appreciated parables, one that each of

us has read and heard over and over

again:

"A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among
thieves, which stripped him of his rai-

ment, and wounded him, and departed,

leaving him half dead.

"And by chance there came down
a certain priest that way: and when he

saw him, he passed by on the other side.

"And likewise a Levite, when he

was at the place, came and looked on
him, and passed by on the other side.

"But a certain Samaritan, as he

journeyed, came where he was: and
when he saw him, he had compassion
on him,

"And went to him, and bound up
his wounds, pouring in oil and wine,
and set him on his own beast, and
brought him to an inn, and took care of

him.

"And on the morrow when he de-

parted, he took out two pence, and gave
them to the host, and said unto him,

Take care of him; and whatsoever thou

spendest more, when I come again, I

will repay thee" (Luke 10:30-35).

Then Jesus asked the lawyer,

"Which now of these three, thinkest

thou, was neighbour unto him that fell

among the thieves?" (Luke 10:36).

There the Master holds out the touch-

stone of Christianity. He asks that our

mark be measured on it.

Both the priest and the Levite in

Christ's parable should have remem-
bered the requirements of the law:

"Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or

his ox fall down by the way, and hide

thyself from them: thou shalt surely

help him to lift them up again"

(Deuteronomy 22:4). And if an ox,

how much more should one be willing

to help a brother in need. But as Elder

James E. Talmage wrote, "Excuses
[not to do so] are easy to find; they

spring up as readily and plentifully as

weeds by the wayside" (Jesus the

Christ, 3rd ed. [Salt Lake City: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, 1916], p. 431).

The Samaritan gave us an example
of pure Christian love. He had compas-
sion; he went to the man who had been
injured by the thieves and bound up his

wounds. He took him to an inn, cared

for him, paid his expenses, and offered

more if needed for his care. This is a

story of the love of a neighbor for his

neighbor.

Love every neighbor

An old axiom states that a man "all

wrapped up in himself makes a small



44

Saturday, October 4

GENERAL CONFERENCE
First Day

bundle." Love has a certain way of

making a small bundle large. The key
is to love our neighbor, including the

neighbor that is difficult to love. We
need to remember that though we make
our friends, God has made our

neighbors— everywhere. Love should

have no boundary; we should have no

narrow loyalties. Christ said, "For if ye

love them which love you, what reward

have ye? do not even the publicans the

same?" (Matthew 5:46).

Love and serve neighbors to be
justified before God

Joseph Smith wrote a letter to the

Saints, published in the Messenger and
Advocate , on the subject of loving one

another to be justified before God. He
wrote:

"Dear Brethren: — It is a duty

which every Saint ought to render to his

brethren freely— to always love them,

and ever succor them. To be justified

before God we must love one another:

we must overcome evil; we must visit

the fatherless and the widow in their

affliction, and we must keep ourselves

unspotted from the world: for such vir-

tues flow from the great fountain of

pure religion. Strengthening our faith

by adding every good quality that

adorns the children of the blessed

Jesus, we can pray in the season of

prayer; we can love our neighbor as

ourselves, and be faithful in tribulation,

knowing that the reward of such is

greater in the kingdom of heaven. What
a consolation! What a joy! Let me live

the life of the righteous, and let my
reward be like this!" (History of the

Church, 2:229).

Willard Richards's test

These two virtues, love and ser-

vice, are required of us if we are to be

good neighbors and find peace in our

lives. Surely they were in the heart of

Elder Willard Richards. While in Car-

thage Jail on the afternoon of the mar-
tyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum, the jailer

suggested that they would be safer in

the cells. Joseph turned to Elder

Richards and asked, "If we go into the

cell will you go with us?"

Elder Richards's reply was one of

love: "Brother Joseph, you did not ask

me to cross the river with you — you did

not ask me to come to Carthage— you
did not ask me to come to jail with

you— and do you think 1 would forsake

you now? But I will tell you what 1 will

do; ifyou are condemned to be hung for

'treason,' I will be hung in your stead,

and you shall go free."

It must have been with consider-

able emotion and feeling that Joseph

replied, "But you cannot."

To which Elder Richards firmly

answered, "I will" ( B. H. Roberts, A
Comprehensive History of the Church,

2:283).

Elder Richards' test was perhaps

greater than most of us will face: the

test of fire rather than of the touchstone.

But ifwe were asked to do so, could we
lay down our lives for our families? our

friends? our neighbors?

The touchstone of compassion is a

measure of our discipleship; it is a mea-
sure of our love for God and for one
another. Will we leave a mark of pure

gold or, like the priest and the Levite,

pass by on the other side?

May the Lord bless us in our quest

to be true disciples and good neighbors.

I pray that each of us may be good
Samaritans, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

President Howard W. Hunter,

Acting President of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, has been our con-

cluding speaker. He meets every test of

the "touchstone."

We remind the brethren of the

general priesthood meeting which will

convene in the Tabernacle this evening

at 6:00 p.m.

The nationwide CBS Tabernacle

Choir broadcast tomorrow morning
will be from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. Those
desiring to attend this broadcast must
be in their seats no later than 9:15 a.m.


