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Saturday, October 4

GENERAL CONFERENCE
First Day

Elder Joseph Anderson

Associations with prophets of God

I feel greatly honored in being in-

vited to bear testimony regarding my
acquaintance and relationship with the

leadership of the Church during the past

nearly sixty-five years.

The major part of my life has been

devoted to association with prophets of

the living God. It was in February 1922

that I became the secretary to the Presi-

dent of the Church, President Heber J.

Grant, and I continued in that position

until he passed away in 1945.

During the administrations of his

successors, George Albert Smith,

David O. McKay, Joseph Fielding

Smith, and Harold B. Lee, I was secre-

tary to the First Presidency; and I have

served as a General Authority since

1970 with Presidents Joseph Fielding

Smith, Harold B. Lee, Spencer W.
Kimball, and Ezra Taft Benson. Over
the years, these men have been sus-

tained by the Church as prophets, seers,

and revelators. Whenever the gospel

has been on earth, there have been

prophets of God, men holding the

priesthood of God, through whom the

Lord has made known His will.

What a glorious blessing it has

been to serve with prophets and their

associates! I think of the General Au-
thorities today. I can testify to you that

they are truly men of God. When we
meet in the quorum and other meetings

with these Brethren, the Spirit of the

Lord is there in rich measure; particu-

larly is this the case when we meet in

the temple.

Keys of former dispensations

restored through Joseph Smith

What about the Prophet Joseph

Smith? Do you believe that he was a

prophet? I want to testify that he was
perhaps the greatest prophet who ever

lived, except, of course, the Savior of

the world. He gave the world a knowl-
edge of the true and living God.
Through Joseph, the Lord introduced

this, the greatest of all dispensations,

the dispensation of the fulness of times.
John the Baptist restored the keys of the

Aaronic Priesthood, and Peter, James,
and John restored the keys of the Mel-
chizedek Priesthood. Joseph saw the

Father and the Son, and at the dedica-

tion of the Kirtland Temple, Moses,
Elias, and Elijah appeared to him and
restored to him the keys of former dis-

pensations. This is the last dispensa-

tion, a time of preparation for the

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in

glory, His second coming. There were
given to Joseph Smith the keys for car-

rying the message of life and salvation

to the living and the dead.

The following is an excerpt from
Joseph Smith's letter written in 1842 to

Mr. John Wentworth of Chicago:

"No unhallowed hand can stop the

work from progressing; persecutions

may rage, mobs may combine, armies

may assemble, calumny may defame,
but the truth of God will go forth

boldly, nobly, and independent, till it

has penetrated every continent, visited

every clime, swept every country, and
sounded in every ear, till the purposes

of God shall be accomplished, and the

Great Jehovah shall say the work is

done" (History of the Church, 4:540).

Living prophets given the keys to

guide Israel

Those who have succeeded the

Prophet Joseph Smith have been given

these same keys that I have mentioned.
Each of these Brethren of the General

Authorities has been called of God, by
prophecy and by the laying on of hands
by those who are in authority to preach

the gospel and administer in the ordi-

nances thereof. They are set apart from
all other men upon this earth. They are

authorized by ordination to do things

that no other men upon this earth can

do.

President Lee said upon one occa-
sion that just as the waters are purest at
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the mountain source, the purest word of

God, and the least apt to be polluted, is

that which comes from the lips of the

living prophets who are set up to guide

Israel in our own day and time.

What a great prophet is our present

President, Ezra Taft Benson, who, with

his counselors, the Council of the

Twelve, other General Authorities, and
other inspired leadership, is directing

the work of God under inspiration and
revelation from the Lord Jesus Christ,

who is our Savior and Redeemer.

President Grant's testimonies of

early Church leaders

It has been my good fortune and
blessing to have become somewhat ac-

quainted with all the Presidents of the

Church.
During my association with Presi-

dent Grant, we did much traveling

together— on occasion going by train to

New York and other places which re-

quired our being together in a drawing
room on the train, normally for several

days at a time.

President Grant became an

Apostle in the days of John Taylor, who
was with the Prophet Joseph in Car-

thage Jail at the time of the Prophet

Joseph's martyrdom. President Grant

knew Brigham Young, Orson Pratt,

Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, and
others who served as Apostles during

the leadership of the Prophet Joseph.

President Grant retold to me on various

occasions the testimonies and experi-

ences of those great men regarding the

Prophet Joseph and the manifestations

they personally enjoyed.

It was also my privilege to have in

my custody the records of the General

Authority council meetings held in the

temple, which later council meetings I

recorded during my many years as sec-

retary. Yes, I have known all these

Brethren in a very real sense.

Prophets of this dispensation know
God and Christ

The Savior, in praying to our

Heavenly Father just before his cruci-

fixion, said, "This is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent" (John 17:3).

These Brethren to whom I have

referred know God and Jesus Christ,

whom He has sent.

I know that God lives, that Jesus

is the Christ, that these Brethren whom
I have mentioned were and

ji

are true

prophets of the living God and have

served and do serve under the direction

of the Lord, who is the true head of the

Church. I say this in the name of our

Lord, Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Elder

Joseph Anderson, an emeritus member
of the First Quorum of the Seventy.

President Benson has invited me to say

a few words on this occasion at triis

time on the program.

President Thomas S. Monson

Tonight, those who hold the

priesthood fill the Tabernacle on
Temple Square, have overflowed to the

adjacent Assembly Hall, and are as-

sembled in chapels and halls ranging in

size from the mammoth Marriott Cen-
ter at Brigham Young University to the

smallest building located many miles

away. All of you have come to be up-

lifted, to be instructed, to be inspired.

A favorite word of my nine-year-old

granddaughter describes the responsi-

bility to speak to such a vast throng:

awesome.

Courage counts!

I seek your prayers; I need your
faith; I petition our Heavenly Father for


