
ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 89

It shall be ours — through our faithful-

ness — I testify in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The choir

Morning."

sang "Joy in the

President Hinckley

I promise that when I look in the

mirror in the morning I will smile.

Elder Russell M. Nelson of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us, followed by the Tabernacle Choir

singing "Joy in the Morning."
We shall now hear from Elder

Franklin D. Richards of the First Quo-
rum of the Seventy, and he will be

followed by Elder A. Theodore Tuttle

of that same quorum.

Elder Franklin D. Richards

Temple work brings joy

We have heard how the Holy
Ghost directs us. I remember years ago
in a temple meeting that President

David 0. McKay suggested that even
though you prepare a talk ten days be-

fore conference, the Lord can inspire

you then as well as when you are at the

podium. I couldn't help but think of

that as I listened to Elder Russell M.
Nelson speak about joy and as the choir

sang about joy, as I am about to speak

to you about happiness and joy in

temple work. My dear brothers and sis-

ters, I am indeed happy to be with you
in this great conference, and I pray that

I may be guided by the Spirit of the

Lord in speaking to you.

The First Presidency of the

Church has outlined the mission of the

Church to be to take the gospel to all

mankind, to perfect the Saints, and to

do temple and genealogy work for our-

selves and the dead.

Many times I have spoken about

the joy and happiness one receives in

doing missionary work. Today I would
like to make specific reference to the

joy and happiness one receives in doing

temple work. A few months ago, Sister

Richards and I returned after having the

great privilege of supervising the

temple work in the Washington, D.C.,
Temple for a little over two years.

It may be rather late, but I would
like to bring you the love and greetings

of the workers and patrons of the Wash-

ington Temple, and I am pleased to

report to you that there is a great spirit

and substantial growth and develop-

ment in the kingdom in that part of the

Lord's vineyard.

Those two years in Washington
were a period of many beautiful spiri-

tual experiences for Sister Richards and
myself, and daily we were able to see

evidences of love and service to our

fellowmen.

Our Father in Heaven is a loving

parent. He has said, "For behold, this

is my work and my glory— to bring to

pass the immortality and eternal life of

man" (Moses 1:39). To this end, He
restored the gospel in this dispensation.

Why temples?

The Latter-day Saints build

temples because they have been in-

structed to do so, in order that holy

ordinances may be performed in them
for both the living and the dead. The
performance of these ordinances is pos-

sible because genealogical work and

temple work are inseparably con-

nected. It is important to realize that the

blessings of the temple are not limited

to any special class, but are available to

all worthy Church members properly

accredited.

I would like to refer briefly to

three areas having to do with temple

attendance.

First, forthe living: For the living,

such ordinances as baptism, the be-

stowal of the Holy Ghost, and the
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ordination to the priesthood may be

performed in any proper place outside

of a temple. However, through modern
revelation we are told that certain ordi-

nances such as the endowment, eternal

marriage, sealing ordinances for both

the living and the dead, and baptisms

for the dead must be performed in a

temple.

The temple endowment embodies

sacred covenants upon which blessings

are predicated. It is also, in effect, a

course of instruction whereby many of

the answers are given to the question

"What is the purpose of life?"

The endowment, of course, is an

ordinance for the individual, whereas
sealing ordinances pertain to a family

relationship.

Second, for the dead: The minis-

try of Christ was not confined to the few
who lived on the earth in the meridian

of time, and it is not confined only to

those living now. The Apostle Peter

made it clear that those who do not have

the opportunity to hear the gospel on
this earth will have such an opportunity

in the spirit world (see 1 Peter 3:18-20,

4:6). And the apostle Paul in writing to

the Corinthians asked, "Else what shall

they do which are baptized for the dead,

if the dead rise not at all? why are they

then baptized for the dead?"

(1 Corinthians 15:29).

Temple worship provides an op-

portunity to do ordinance work for our
kindred dead and for others, an oppor-

tunity for us to serve the dead. This

service is the source of eternal satisfac-

tion. However, it is well to remember
that vicarious service for the dead by
the living does not affect the right of the

dead to accept or reject such vicarious

service.

Third, as a retreat: A temple is a

retreat from the vicissitudes of life, a

place of prayer and meditation provid-

ing an opportunity to receive inner

peace, inspiration, guidance, and, fre-

quently, solutions to the problems that

vex our daily lives.

A temple is a place where the

divine spark in man, or the infinite in

man, can seek the infinite in God.

Spiritual experiences in the temple

I have witnessed the joy and satis-

faction that come to those who serve in

the temple. I recall on one occasion a

sister coming through the temple door,

her face bright with anticipation and her

step quickened. She was a temple

worker who had been back home for a

visit. She grasped my hand and said:

"It's so good to be back. I love my
service in the temple, and know I can-

not be happy, really happy, away from
it. It brings me a joy and satisfaction

that is found in no other place. I feel a

sense of accomplishment in doing

something of eternal value. It's a little

like the work of the Savior, who did for

mankind what they could not do for

themselves. This work brings peace to

my soul— yes, the peace that passeth

understanding."

One day, Sister Richards and I

walked into the baptistry about noon
and noticed a young girl sitting on one
of the benches. As we talked with her,

she told us she was from West Virginia

and it was her twelfth birthday. Her
mother had asked her what she wanted
for a birthday present, and she had
asked that her mother bring her to the

temple so that she could perform bap-

tisms for the dead.

What an opportunity temple work-
ers have to touch the hearts of our

brothers and sisters of all ages!

I recall a letter from a bishop in an

eastern Canadian ward. He stated in

this letter:

"We appreciate the privilege of

bringing our youth to the temple. Our
kids must be worthy. We see kids wait-

ing for their turn with tears running

down their faces. We have had many
spiritual experiences. One young man
who wasn't going on a mission said,

'Now, I'll have to go.' Our temple trips

have been successful beyond our

hopes. Lives have literally been
changed. The kids consider this a great

spiritual experience."
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As we do temple work, we de-

velop a spiritual kinship with our Heav-
enly Father and our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ that brings us peace, hap-

piness, and eternal joy.

In the temple there is an influence

and spirit that touches the minds,

hearts, and souls of those present. Yes,

it is truly the House of the Lord.

Temples are one of the great

blessings of this dispensation

It has been said that the story of

temple work is a story of love— the love

of God for man, and of men for God
and for each other.

Let us not allow the wealth, the

honors of men, or the vain things of the

world to keep us from being worthy of

this sacred privilege that can be ours.

We are indeed blessed to have come to

earth at this time, when these beautiful

saving ordinances have been restored to

the earth, and to have the privilege of

participating in them.

I encourage members of the

Church to participate in temple work in

every way possible, as a most reward-

ing way to build the kingdom of God.
The purposes of the Lord are being ac-

complished, souls are being saved, and
prophecy is being fulfilled. Yes, we
can be grateful that we live in the dis-

pensation of the fulness of times—
when God the Father and His Son have
appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith;

when the gospel in its fulness has been
restored; when the priesthood, or the

power to act in the name of God, has

been restored; and when Christ's

church again is established upon the

earth. And how we sustain our beloved

prophet Ezra Taft Benson who, through

revelation, leads and directs the affairs

of the kingdom of God on the earth in

this day.

May we leave this conference

strengthened and motivated with a

greater desire to lengthen our stride.

May the kingdom of God go forth, that

the kingdom of heaven may come, and
may the choice blessings of our Father

in Heaven be with you, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder Franklin D.
Richards. We shall now be privileged

to hear Elder A. Theodore Tuttle of the

First Quorum of the Seventy.

Elder A. Theodore Tuttle

My beloved brothers and sisters, I

would be ungrateful if I did not thank

the many of you who have prayed for

my well-being over the past few
months. Medical science is marvelous,

but above and beyond that, it takes spe-

cial blessings from our Heavenly Fa-

ther for healing to occur. I appreciate

your prayers in my behalf.

Have faith to do what the Lord
commands

I was told of a conversation by a

Primary teacher, who related what tran-

spired in his class. He was teaching the

eleven-year-olds. He asked the ques-

tion: "Suppose the Lord asked you to

build a spaceship big enough to take

you and your family and provisions off

this planet? Could you do it?"

Steve spoke up and said, "Yes."

And the teacher said, "Have you
ever built a spaceship?"

"No."
"Have you ever built a model

spaceship?"

"No."
"Have you ever seen one?"
Steve said, "Yes, on TV." But

then he declared, "You said the Lord
told me to build it. If the Lord told me
to build it, I could do it."

I wonder how many of us as adults

have that kind of faith. I would like to

read in the Book of Mormon a great


