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Each of us can have similar expe-

riences in our local wards and branches

by working with and loving those who
are less active. What a joy it is to give

"compassion, making a difference" to

those who may be ready to find them-
selves and then want to come back.

"Ye shall be the means of bringing

salvation unto them"

Concerning those who were not

numbered among His people, Jesus

said to the Nephites:

"Nevertheless, ye shall not cast

him out of your synagogues, or your
places of worship, for unto such shall

ye continue to ministerj/orye know not

but what they will return and repent,

and come unto me with full purpose of

heart, and / shall heal them; and ye

shall be the means of bringing salvation

unto them" (3 Nephi 18:32; italics

added).

Brothers and sisters, may we leave

this conference with a renewed deter-

mination, through our prayers of faith

and "compassion, making a differ-

ence," to bring at least one precious

soul back to salvation and exaltation.

May the prayer of Alma also be our

prayer:

"O Lord, wilt thou comfort my
soul, and give unto me success, and
also my fellow laborers who are with

me. . . .

"Wilt thou grant unto them that

they may have strength, that they may
bear their afflictions which shall come
upon them. . . .

"O Lord, wilt thou grant unto us

that we may have success in bringing

them again unto thee in Christ.

"Behold, O Lord, their souls are

precious, and many of them are our

brethren; therefore, give unto us,

Lord, power and wisdom that we may
bring these, our brethren, again unto

thee" (Alma 31:32-35; italics added).

We love you; we miss you; we
need you. Please come back. Come
back to go to the temple, enter into the

covenants and receive the ordinances of

eternal salvation. In the name of our

Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Bishop
Robert D. Hales, the Presiding Bishop
of the Church.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Choose the

Right," following which Elder Adney
Y. Komatsu of the First Quorum of the

Seventy will speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

"Choose the Right."

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu

"He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life"

My dear brothers and sisters, as

we approach the Easter season, our

minds and thoughts turn to the Lord
Jesus Christ, His crucifixion, resurrec-

tion, and atoning sacrifice for the sins

of the world.

John the Baptist, who was com-
missioned to be the forerunner of the

Savior in his day, declared that our

Father in Heaven had not forgotten

His children on this earth. He said:

"The Father loveth the Son, and

hath given all things into his hand.

"He that believeth on the Son hath

everlasting life: and he that believeth

not the Son shall not see life; but the

wrath of God abideth on him" (John

3:35-36).
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Prophecies of Christ's coming

The coming of the Savior was
prophesied by many prophets in the

Bible and in the Book of Mormon. The
Old Testament prophet Isaiah predicted

the coming of the Savior's birth when
he said:

"Therefore the Lord himself shall

give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call

his name Immanuel" (Isaiah 7:14).

"For unto us a child is born, unto

us a son is given: and the government

shall be upon his shoulder: and his

name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlast-

ing Father, The Prince of Peace"

(Isaiah 9:6).

The Book of Mormon, as another

testament of Jesus Christ, records that

an angel appeared unto King Benjamin
and declared the glad tidings of great

joy, 124 years before the coming of

Christ. The angel said:

"For behold, the time cometh, and

is not far distant, that with power, the

Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who
was, and is from all eternity to all eter-

nity, shall come down from heaven

among the children of men, and shall

dwell in a tabernacle of clay, and shall

go forth amongst men, working mighty
miracles, such as healing the sick, rais-

ing the dead, causing the lame to walk,

the blind to receive their sight, and the

deaf to hear, and curing all manner of

diseases. . . .

"And he shall be called Jesus

Christ, the Son of God, the Father of

heaven and earth, the Creator of all

things from the beginning; and his

mother shall be called Mary" (Mosiah

3:5, 8).

Book of Mormon witnesses

Throughout the thousand years of

Book of Mormon history, many proph-

ets bore solemn witness of the divinity

of Jesus Christ as the Son of God, of

His premortal godhood, of His earthly

ministry—His suffering, His death,

His resurrection— and of the plan of

salvation by which we can make His

atonement effective in our lives. These
prophets spoke from pure knowledge,
knowledge that came by personal visi-

tations of the Savior to them, by the

testimony of angels who spoke with

them, by visions, and by the power of

the Holy Ghost. They knew whereof
they spoke and could not be shaken
from their testimonies.

Let us consider the example of

Jacob. Jacob was confronted by
Sherem, who denied Christ and con-

tended with Jacob and demanded a

sign. Sherem preached with much flat-

tery and much power of speech, ques-

tioning Jacob's testimony. Jacob said:

"And he had hope to shake me
from the faith, notwithstanding the

many revelations and the many things

which I had seen concerning these

things; for I truly had seen angels, and
they had ministered unto me. And also,

I had heard the voice of the Lord speak-

ing unto me in very word, from time to

time; wherefore, I could not be shaken"
(Jacob 7:5).

President Ezra Taft Benson, our

beloved prophet, has encouraged us to

study the Book of Mormon, for, as he

said, "the book that will get a man
'nearer to God by abiding by its pre-

cepts, than by any other book' needs to

be studied constantly."

I hope and pray that we will follow

the admonition of our beloved prophet,

President Benson, and constantly study

the Book of Mormon. We all need the

assurance that we are living in obedi-

ence to the commandments of God so

that we can receive the Spirit and be
guided by it in our daily lives.

Christ's example of obedience

The Savior, as the Son of God,
showed you and me the great example
of obedience in keeping the command-
ments of His Father. Nephi tells us that

Christ was baptized so men can follow

in His footsteps and receive the Holy
Ghost:

"Know ye not that he was holy?

But notwithstanding he being holy, he
showeth unto the children of men that,
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according to the flesh he humbleth him-
self before the Father, and witnesseth

unto the Father that he would be obedi-

ent unto him in keeping his command-
ments" (2Nephi 31:7).

Do not compromise

Several weeks ago I was assigned

to a stake conference in Prove The
Sunday morning welfare meeting was
scheduled' to begin at 7:30 a.m., so it

was necessary that I leave home about

6:15 a.m. Just as I came to an inter-

section before turning onto the on-ramp
to enter the freeway, the light changed
to red. As I stopped for the light at that

early hour, now about 6:30 a.m., there

were no cars in sight. Mine was the

only car parked at the stop light.

The thought did cross my mind
that if I ignored the red light, no one
would be hurt or endangered, for not a

car was in sight at that early hour.

Nevertheless, I waited out the light

change and proceeded on the green

light. If I had turned left, no one would
have known, but I would know that I

was breaking the traffic code, and
surely the Lord would know. I was
reminded of the scripture which says:

"Therefore to him that knoweth to

do good, and doeth it not, to him it is

sin" (James 4:17).

Brothers and sisters, oftentimes

we are tempted to compromise with

circumstances of the moment, but we
must exercise care and live the prin-

ciples of righteous living at all times

so we will know what to do when
called upon to make a decision of far

greater importance. We must always be

examples to the world as members of

the Lord's kingdom and keep the laws

of the land and the laws of God.
The Lord said in a latter-day rev-

elation:

"Wherefore, be not weary in well-

doing, for ye are laying the foundation

of a great work. And out of small things

proceedeth that which is great.

"Behold, the Lord requireth the

heart and a willing mind; and the will-

ing and obedient shall eat the good of

the land of Zion in these last days"

(D&C 64:33-34).

Sufferings are a part of education

Recently, as a member of the Utah
South Area Presidency, I was invited to

participate in an institute program with

men and women at the Utah State pen-

itentiary. As I visited these men and

women, my heart went out to them, for

they are all our Heavenly Father's chil-

dren. Many are there because of the

wrong choices they made in life when
temptation was put before them. I saw
pain and suffering in their eyes, and

yet, as I think of their loved ones

—

parents, brothers, sisters, wives,

children— they, too, have suffered

much and perhaps are still faced with

more suffering in the future. President

Kimball said we should hate the sin but

love the sinner. He further stated that

suffering can make saints of people as

they learn patience, long-suffering, and
self-mastery.

He also said the sufferings of our

Savior were part of his education.

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he

obedience by the things which he suf-

fered;

"And being made perfect, he be-

came the author of eternal salvation

unto all them that obey him"
(Hebrews 5:8-9).

Elder James E. Talmage wrote,

"No pang that is suffered by man or

woman upon the earth will be without

its compensating effect ... if it be

met with patience" (in Spencer W.
Kimball, "Tragedy or Destiny," Faith

Precedes the Miracle [Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Co., 1972], p. 98).

On the other hand, wrong choices

can crush us with their mighty impact,

if we yield to weaknesses, complaints,

and criticisms.

In closing, may I quote Orson F.

Whitney, who said:

"No pain that we suffer, no trial

that we experience is wasted. It minis-

ters to our education, to the develop-

ment of such qualities as patience,

faith, fortitude and humility. All that
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we suffer and all that we endure, espe-

cially when we endure it patiently,

builds up our characters, purifies our

hearts, expands our souls, and makes
us more tender and charitable, more
worthy to be called the children of

God . . . and it is through sorrow and

suffering, toil and tribulation, that we
gain the education that we come here to

acquire and which will make us more
like our Father and Mother in heaven"

(in Faith Precedes the Miracle, p. 98).

The Lord, who suffered much for

the sins of all mankind and was cruci-

fied and resurrected, said:

"If ye keep my commandments,
ye shall abide in my love; even as 1 have

kept my Father's commandments, and

abide in his love.

"These things have 1 spoken unto

you, that my joy might remain in you,

and that your joy might be full.

"This is my commandment, That

ye love one another, as I have loved

you" (John 15:10-12). In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Adney Y. Komatsu, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Seventy,

has just spoken to us.

Elder James E. Faust of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles will be our

next speaker.

Elder James E. Faust

As we come to the closing minutes

of this great conference, our souls are

subdued and lifted by the inspiring

messages of counsel and hope we have

heard. I come prayerfully to this

pulpit— not to judge, but to teach and
to caution.

Prepare children for lasting

happiness

Recently I saw on the wall of a

stake president's office in Brisbane,

Australia, a picture of a sad-faced little

girl. Above the picture was written

"Will I Be Happy?" I suppose everyone

in the world could ask that question:

"Will I be happy?" The Savior himself

prayed that all of his disciples "might

have . . . joy fulfilled in themselves"

(John 17:13).

I wish to speak of a hope that chil-

dren will know a future filled with some
happiness and peace. No gift bestowed

upon us is so precious as children. They
are proof that God still loves us. They
are the hope of the future.

In today's world, I cannot help

wondering, Who will love them enough
to help them be happy? Who will love

them enough to teach them faith and
moral values? They must learn so much
more than survival and self-gratifica-

tion. There is such a great need for the

teaching of the heart and not enough of

the civilizing part of education. Where
will children learn virtue? Who will

care for them enough to mold their

moral character? How can they become
humane, kind, and happy and make life

richer for themselves and others?

Provide moral anchors for children

This teaching of the next genera-

tion is not easy in a society where many
fundamental beliefs are disappearing.

Deadly mass marketing challenges

almost every cherished human value.

Excessive permissiveness under the

banner of individual freedom is one
driving force behind this. Reaching a

public consensus on what values should

be taught to the next generation is al-

most impossible. People strongly dis-

agree about almost everything. Social

restraints are weakened.
This means we will have to teach

our children a life-style of our own and
provide moral anchors in the sea of


