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We must become accurately in-

formed and then let others know how
we feel. The Prophet Joseph Smith
said: "It is our duty to concentrate all

our influence to make popular that

which is sound and good, and unpopu-
lar that which is unsound. Tis right,

politically, for a man who has influence

to use it. . . . From henceforth I will

maintain all the influence I can get"

(History of the Church, 5:286).

I have faith that the Constitution

will be saved as prophesied by Joseph

Smith. It will be saved by the righteous

citizens of this nation who love and
cherish freedom. It will be saved by
enlightened members of this Church

—

among others—men and women who
understand and abide the principles of

the Constitution.

Testimony of the Constitution

I reverence the Constitution of the

United States as a sacred document. To
me its words are akin to the revelations

of God, for God has placed His stamp
of approval upon it.

I testify that the God of heaven
sent some of His choicest spirits to lay

the foundation of this government, and
He has now sent other choice spirits to

help preserve it.

We, the blessed beneficiaries of

the Constitution, face difficult days in

America, "a land which is choice above
all other lands" (Ether 2:10).

May God give us the faith and the

courage exhibited by those patriots who
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and
their sacred honor.

May we be equally as valiant and
as free, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "Rock of Ages"
without announcement.

President Hinckley

We have just heard the opening
address of our beloved prophet, Presi-

dent Ezra Taft Benson. Following his

remarks, the Mormon Youth Chorus
sang for us "Rock of Ages."

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will

now speak to us.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

I am honored to follow President

Ezra Taft Benson. I love him as my
friend and leader. He is indeed our

prophet, seer, and revelator.

Perseverance

In the context of my remarks to-

day, perseverance means to continue in

a given course until we have reached a

goal or objective, regardless of ob-

stacles, opposition, and other counter-

influences. What is our course, what is

our goal, and what are the obstacles and
opposition that would hinder or divert

us?

Our course as members of the

Church should be compliance with the

principles and ordinances of the gospel.

Our goal should be to fill the measure
of our creation as sons and daughters of

our Heavenly Father—that is, to reach

exaltation and eternal life. The ob-
stacles and opposition we meet are the

temptations and enticements of Satan

that are designed to frustrate the Lord's

work and glory: "To bring to pass the

immortality and eternal life of man"
(Moses 1:39).

Perseverance is a positive, active

characteristic. It is not idly, passively

waiting and hoping for some good thing

to happen. It gives us hope by helping

us realize that the righteous suffer no
failure except in giving up and no lon-

ger trying.

When some people have a difficult

job to do, they give up everything else
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until that job is finished. Others just

give up. The need to persevere is ex-

pressed in the following lines:

"Genius is only the power of mak-
ing continuous efforts. The line be-

tween failure and success is so fine that

we scarcely know when we pass it; so

fine that we are often on the line and do
not know it. How many a man has

thrown up his hands at a time when a

little more effort, a little more patience

would have achieved success. ... A
little more persistence, a little more
effort, and what seemed a hopeless

failure may turn into a glorious suc-

cess. . . . There is no defeat except

within, no really insurmountable bar-

rier save [one's] own inherent weak-
ness of purpose" (author unknown, in

Second Encyclopedia of Stories, Quo-
tations, and Anecdotes, comp. Jacob

M. Braude [Englewood Cliffs, N. J.:

Prentice Hall, 1957], p. 152).

We have numerous examples of

perseverance in the scriptures, in secu-

lar history, and in our own experiences.

Job's perseverance

Perhaps the best-known Old Tes-

tament example of perseverance is the

story of Job. As you know, it narrates

the afflictions that befell a righteous

man and considers reasons for those

afflictions. It does not entirely answer

the question of why Job, or anyone,

might suffer pain and sorrow, but does

state clearly that affliction is not neces-

sarily a sign of God's anger and a pun-

ishment for sin, as Job's friends told

him. The book suggests that affliction,

if not for punishment, may be for expe-

rience, discipline, and instruction (see

Bible Dictionary, LDS edition of the

King James Version, s.v. "Job").

I do not know of anything that

members of the Church need more than

they need the conviction and per-

severance of Job. He was a just man
who feared God and avoided evil. After

the Lord allowed Satan to torment Job,

his afflictions included the loss of his

seven sons and three daughters, the

loss of his wealth in flocks and herds,

and serious physical illnesses. Remain-
ing faithful to the Lord through his in-

describable sorrow and suffering, Job

was able to say, "Blessed be the name
of the Lord" (Job 1:21). "Though he

slay me, yet will I trust in him. ... He
also shall be my salvation. . . . For I

know that my redeemer liveth, and that

he shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth. . . . Yet in my flesh shall I

see God" (Job 13:15-16, 19:25-26).

The result of Job's perseverance is

told in the conclusion of the story. The
Lord blessed him with a family, good
health, and great possessions. He con-

tinued in his course, despite unrelent-

ing opposition, until he saw the Lord
(see Job 42:5).

Moroni's perseverance

The Book of Mormon is filled

with stories of great people who
endured to the very end, from Lehi and

his family through Moroni, the son

of Mormon. The life of Moroni is espe-

cially instructive in teaching per-

severance. The obstacles he faced may
seem beyond belief to us. He saw the

entire Nephite nation destroyed by
the sword in a terrible war because of

the wickedness of the people. His

father and all of his kinsfolk and friends

were slain. He was alone for about

twenty years, perhaps hiding and flee-

ing from savage Lamanites who sought

to take his life (see Mormon 8:2-7).

Yet he continued to keep the record as

his father had commanded him.

As a result of his perseverance and
righteousness, he was ministered to by
the Three Nephites, whom the Savior

permitted to tarry until His second com-
ing (see Mormon 8:11). In these latter

days, Moroni had the divine commis-
sion of instructing Joseph Smith in his

calling as the Prophet of the Restoration

and delivering the Book of Mormon
record to him.
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Joseph Smith's perseverance

Joseph Smith's determination and
perseverance is another good example.
After reading James 1:5, "If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that

giveth to all men liberally, and up-

braideth not; and it shall be given him,"
Joseph knew that he must do as James
directed or remain in darkness and con-
fusion. From the moment he knelt in

prayer, he encountered enormous ob-

stacles and opposition. First, an evil,

unseen power seized him. Then, he
wrote:

"Just at this moment of great

alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly

over my head, above the brightness of

the sun. . . .

"It no sooner appeared than I

found myself delivered from the enemy
which held me bound. When the light

rested upon me I saw two Personages,

whose brightness and glory defy all de-

scription, standing above me. . . . One
of them spake unto me, calling me by
name and said, pointing to the other

—

'This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!'
"

(Joseph Smith—History 1:16-17).

This marvelous event, near the

start of the Prophet's mortal ministry,

proved to be a pattern in his life. He
suffered ridicule, violent attack by his

enemies, betrayal by close associates

whom he had trusted, forcible separa-

tion from his loved ones, trial and im-
prisonment on false charges, and,

finally, martyrdom at the hands of a

mob. Yet he remained true to the

charge he had received and served

faithfully in his calling as the Prophet to

usher in the dispensation of the fulness

of times. In addition to seeing our
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ, he
received instruction and counsel from
angels and other heavenly beings

throughout his life.

Winston Churchill's perseverance

Secular history also teaches the

principle of perseverance. Winston
Churchill is well known for his deter-

mination as the leader of Great Britain

during World War II. On one occasion

in his later years, he returned to a

school where he had studied as a boy.

Before he arrived, the headmaster told

the students, "The greatest Britisher of
our time is going to come to this school

,

and I want every one of you to be here

with your notebooks. I want you to

write down what he says, because his

speech will be something for you to

remember all your lives." The elderly

statesman came in and was introduced.

His glasses were down on the end of his

nose, as usual. He stood and delivered

the following words from an immortal
speech that he once gave in Parliament.

He said, "Never give in, never, never,

never" (see "These Are Great Days,"
in The Unrelenting Struggle: War
Speeches of the Right Hon. Winston
Churchill, ed. Charles Eada [Boston:

Little, Brown and Co., 1942],

pp. 287). His speech was unmatched.
His message was indeed something to

be remembered by every boy who
heard it and by each of us. We must
never give up, regardless of temp-
tations, frustrations, disappointments,

or discouragements.

Perseverance is vital to success

I believe that perseverance is vital

to success in any endeavor, whether
spiritual or temporal, large or small,

public or personal. Think seriously of

how important perseverance, or the

lack of it, has been in your own endeav-
ors, such as Church callings, school-

ing, or employment. I believe that

essentially all significant achievement
results largely from perseverance.

By applying this principle, some
of our finest legacies have been pro-

duced. For example, John Milton was
blind when he wrote Paradise Lost.

Ludwig von Beethoven was deaf when
he finished some of his greatest musical

compositions. Abraham Lincoln was
laughed at as a gangling, awkward
country boy who had many failures; but

he became one of the greatest and most
eloquent presidents of the United
States. Florence Nightingale devoted
her life to save the lives of countless

wounded soldiers. All of these people
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left a permanent mark on the world.

Their example should give hope to all

of us. They succeeded not only because

the Lord had endowed them with gifts,

as he has each of us in varying degrees,

but because they applied themselves

steadfastly.

Jesus Christ's perseverance

Of course, the ultimate example of

perseverance is our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ, who has and will over-

come every obstacle in doing the will of

our Heavenly Father. Indeed, Jesus is

perfect in perseverance and has taught

us to be perfect even as he and his

Father are perfect (see 3 Nephi 12:48).

Studying his life can help us learn and
live this important principle.

From the time of the premortal

council, in which Jesus became the

Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of all

mankind, through his millennial reign,

he has and will persevere in perfection,

doing all that his Father commanded.
Because of his love for us, he offered

to fulfill the plan of salvation with these

words, "Father, thy will be done, and

the glory be thine forever" (Moses 4:2).

How different from Satan's response to

the plan: "I will redeem all mankind,

that one soul shall not be lost, and
surely I will do it; . . . give me thine

honor" (Moses 4:1). The conflict be-

tween the forces of good and the forces

of evil persists in the world today

—

with Jesus persevering in striving to

save souls, and Satan striving to de-

stroy them.

During his mortal ministry, as the

Only Begotten of the Father in the

flesh, Jesus again taught the gospel. At
the beginning of this ministry, we see

his perseverance in one of the most
stirring dramas ever recorded. He com-
pletely overcame every temptation that

the cunning of Satan could devise (see

Matthew 4:1-11). After Jesus had
fasted forty days and forty nights, gath-

ering miraculous inner strength, came a

battle of opposing powers in the wilder-

ness of Judea. First, Satan tempted

Jesus by appealing to the basic appetite

of hunger, asking him to transform

stones into bread. Jesus held to his di-

vine course and refused. Satan next

tempted the Savior to cast himself

down from a pinnacle of the temple,

saying angels would protect him if he

were the Son of God. Jesus refused this

request to misuse his divine power,
saying, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God" (Matthew 4:7). Satan seldom
gives up. He next appealed to a drive

that causes the downfall of otherwise

invulnerable individuals—the almost

irresistible hunger to have great posses-

sions. Satan showed all the kingdoms
of the world and offered them to Jesus

if he would worship him. Jesus com-
manded Satan to leave, saying, "Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve" (Matthew
4:10). This is the type of perseverance

in the face of temptation that each of us

can and must exercise if we are to avoid

the misery of sin.

Jesus persevered through the final

days of his mortal life as the mood of

the people changed from shouts of "Ho-
sanna to the Son of David" (Matthew
21:9) to cries of "Crucify him" (Mark
15:13). He endured the indignities and

physical abuse of his trials before Jew-
ish and Roman leaders. Through his

atonement and resurrection, he pro-

vided for all mankind both immortality

and the possibility of eternal life. He
paid the penalty for our sins if we will

repent of them. How grateful I am for

the effect upon me of his love and his

perseverance!

Probably few of us will face oppo-

sition and obstacles like those encoun-

tered by the great ones I have

mentioned. However, we each have

our own challenges and trials to over-

come as we strive to keep on the right

course. Often the most important trials

are those we must face and subdue pri-

vately within our own hearts.

I bear testimony that perseverance

is essential to us in learning and living

the principles of the gospel and that it

will determine our progress as we strive

to reach exaltation. Jesus is the Christ,

the Son of God. He directs this Church.
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I am grateful to labor in his service and
to be a special witness of his divinity.

The gospel has been restored in these

latter days through the Prophet Joseph

Smith. President Ezra Taft Benson is

our prophet, seer, and revelator. May
we follow his stirring address this

morning. I bear this testimony humbly
in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles has just

spoken to us.

The chorus and congregation will

now join in singing "How Firm a Foun-
dation." After that, Elder Dean L.

Larsen of the Presidency of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will speak

to us.

The chorus and congregation sang

'How Firm a Foundation."

Elder Dean L. Larsen

Staying within the mark

When I was a young man, I en-

joyed participating in athletic activities

of various kinds. I was never very ex-

pert in these things, but this did not

diminish my interest nor the satisfac-

tion that came from my participation. I

was particularly interested in track and
field events. In my school years I com-
peted in the hurdle races as well as in

the shot put and the discus throw. These
last two events required that the partici-

pant launch his effort from within a ring

that was marked out on the playing

field. So long as the competitor re-

mained within the ring while making
his throw of the discus or the put of the

shot, his effort was qualified to be mea-
sured in the competition. If he stepped

outside the circle, his effort was dis-

qualified as a foul. Generally, three

preliminary attempts were permitted in

each of these events, and then three

more for those whose tosses were long

enough to qualify them for the finals . If

a competitor fouled in each of his at-

tempts, he was out of the competition.

Those of us who participated in

these sports learned the importance of

staying within the mark.

Israelites looked beyond the mark

I found myself reflecting on these

early experiences recently as I read

from the fourth chapter of Jacob in the

Book of Mormon. In this part of his

record, Jacob reminds us of the Israel-

ites in ancient times who got them-

selves into great difficulty: "They
despised the words of plainness, and

killed the prophets, and sought for

things that they could not understand.

Wherefore, because of their blindness,

which blindness came by looking be-

yond the mark, they must needs fall"

(Jacob 4:14; italics added).

Generally, a figurative expression

such as the one Jacob uses in this text

—

"looking beyond the mark"—comes
from something that is common and
familiar to the experience of those with

whom it is used. Each language and
each culture has similar idiomatic

expressions.

I have wondered what was actu-

ally in Jacob's mind as he wrote

of "looking beyond the mark" in de-

scribing a failing that was common to

ancient Israel. As I have already indi-

cated, Jacob's idiom brings to my mind
the experiences of my early activities

in certain sports events when it


