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Elder Alexander B. Morrison

Come unto Christ

The prophets proclaim and the

scriptures sweetly certify that all men
and women, if they are to achieve true

happiness, must "come unto Christ,

and be perfected in him" (Moroni

10:32). Indeed, that is the very purpose

ofThe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints—to invite, encourage, and

assist all of God's children, both living

and dead, to come to Christ and "lay

hold upon every good gift" (Moroni

10:30), that "ye may receive a remis-

sion of your sins, and be filled with the

Holy Ghost, that ye may be numbered
with my people who are of the house of

Israel" (3 Nephi 30:2).

That is why we do missionary

work. That divine purpose explains

why the risen Savior proclaimed to his

chosen Apostles that they, after receiv-

ing the Holy Ghost, should be wit-

nesses unto him "both in Jerusalem and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto

the uttermost part of the earth"

(Acts 1:8).

The gospel light is bursting upon
Africa

That phrase, "unto the uttermost

part of the earth," was very much in my
mind a few weeks ago as I was privi-

leged to accompany Elder Marvin J.

Ashton of the Council of the Twelve to

a great, green land I dearly love—the

continent of Africa. Under authority of

the holy Apostleship, Elder Ashton
dedicated two west African countries

—

Liberia and Ivory Coast—and one in

central Africa—Zaire—to the work of

the Lord and the preaching of the ful-

ness of the gospel of Christ. Those
countries join others in so-called

"Black Africa," where the great work
of bringing souls to Christ has already

commenced. The time of harvest has

come. We are witnessing the dawning
of a new day, the beginning of a new
era in Africa.

In his great hymn of the Restora-

tion, Parley P. Pratt, an Apostle of

earlier days, portrayed with poetic pas-

sion his glorious vision of this great

latter-day work:

The morning breaks, the shadows
flee;

Lo, Zion's standard is unfurled!

The dawning of a brighter

day . . .

Majestic rises on the world.

("The Morning Breaks," Hymns
[1985], no. 1)

How fully those words apply to

Africa! The light of the fulness of the

gospel of Christ, like a beam of tran-

scendent clarity and effulgent beauty,

is bursting majestic upon those ancient

lands and peoples. It dispels the spiri-

tual gloom and drives away the shad-

ows of error and superstition which
long have lain over the "dark conti-

nent." It falls on a prepared people—

a

people prepared by the Spirit of God.
The words of Alma, uttered in a differ-

ent context, come to mind:

"The Lord did pour out his Spirit

on all the face of the land to prepare

the minds of the children of men, or

to prepare their hearts to receive the

word which should be taught among
them. . . .

"That they might not be hardened
against the word, that they might not be
unbelieving, and go on to destruction,

but that they might receive the word
with joy, and as a branch be grafted into

the true vine, that they might enter into

the rest of the Lord their God" (Alma
16:16-17).

The African people are prepared

Our black African brothers and
sisters truly "receive the word with

joy." Anxious to learn and quick to

understand, attentive and responsive,

spiritually sensitive, thirsty for the liv-

ing water and hungry for the bread of
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life, they long have been in preparation

for this day. If the price of spirituality

be suffering and affliction, travail and
sorrow, our humble African brothers

and sisters are well prepared to receive

and obey the fulness of the gospel of

Christ. The vast majority are very poor;

famine and pestilence dog their steps

and visit their homes regularly. Oppor-

tunities for education and employment
are extremely limited.

But through it all they are a happy

people, generous and loving, anxious

to learn and eager to obey the com-
mandments of Christ. Among them,

there is a great understanding of the

importance of families. If one works, a

dozen eat. Many in more technologi-

cally advanced societies have forgotten

what the simplest of African peasants

well knows: families are the fundamen-

tal building blocks upon which any so-

ciety must be erected, if it is long to

endure.

Pioneering spirit still lives

We Latter-day Saints take justi-

fiable pride in our great pioneer

heritage—in those hearty, courageous

pioneers who, under conditions of great

hardship and sacrifice, laid the founda-

tion for further growth of the Church.

How fortunate we are that the pioneer-

ing spirit lives on today! In every corner

of Africa, there are faithful expatriate

members of the Church, non-Africans

who live and work there and are believ-

ing and behaving Latter-day Saints.

They hail from many lands.

I testify they are not there by
chance. As part of God's great and

grand design for growth, they have

been placed on the frontiers of the

Church by divine providence, to serve

as "nursing fathers" and "nursing moth-

ers" (1 Nephi 21:23)—foci of strength

around which the Church can grow.

They are the right people at the right

place and at the right time in history.

Theirs is a mission of love and service.

Increasingly, they are being

joined by wonderful missionaries,

many of them retired couples from

North America and Europe, rich in

Church experience and anxious to serve

in a spirit of high adventure and sacri-

fice. The need for additional mission-

ary couples to work in Africa is great,

the rewards of such service sublime and
eternal.

God loves all his children

The bursting of the gospel light

upon Africa is a great manifestation and
testimony of God's love for all of his

children. In the words of the Nephite

prophet Ammon, He is "mindful of

every people, whatsoever land they

may be in; yea, he numbereth his

people, and his bowels of mercy are

over all the earth" (Alma 26:37).

We know from the testimony of

Peter that "God is no respecter of per-

sons:

"But in every nation he that fear-

eth him, and worketh righteousness, is

accepted with him" (Acts 10:34-35).

Nephi recorded that "the Lord es-

teemeth all flesh in one; he that is righ-

teous is favored of God" (1 Nephi
17:35), for "he doeth that which is good
among the children of men; and he

doeth nothing save it be plain unto the

children of men; and he inviteth them
all to come unto him and partake of his

goodness; and he denieth none that

come unto him, black and white, bond
and free, male and female; . . . and all

are alike unto God" (2 Nephi 26:33;

italics added).

"He gathereth his children from

the four quarters of the earth; and he

numbereth his sheep, and they know
him; and there shall be one fold and one
shepherd; and he shall feed his sheep,

and in him they shall find pasture"

(1 Nephi 22:25).

The gleaning and gathering of the

children of God in Africa is just begin-

ning. In the words of the Prophet

Joseph, it will go forward "boldly, no-

bly, and independent, till . . . [the

truth of God has] swept every country,

and sounded in every ear, till the pur-

poses of God shall be accomplished,

and the Great Jehovah shall say the
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work is done" (History of the Church,

4:540). Of that I humbly testify in the

sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elders Douglas J. Martin and
Alexander B. Morrison have just ad-

dressed us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "I Am a Child

of God," following which Elder

Vaughn J. Featherstone of the First

Quorum of the Seventy will speak to

us.

The choir and congregation sang

'I Am a Child of God."

Elder Vaughn J. Featherstone

A champion of youth

In 1968 at the MIA June confer-

ence, Elder Harold B. Lee gave a mar-

velous talk which he entitled A
Leader—The Champion of Youth (Salt

Lake City: Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Association, 1968). Since

having heard and read the talk, I would
like not only to address my remarks to

that subject but to qualify as champion
of and for the youth.

I recall the story of a teacher help-

ing a young student on with his

galoshes. They seemed smaller than his

shoes. She got down on both knees and
pushed, pulled, and stretched one boot

until she finally got it on. Then she

went through the same struggle and
finally got the other one on. As she

finally finished pulling it on, he said,

"These are not my galoshes." The
teacher pulled and struggled and finally

got them off. Then he said, "They are

my sister's, but my mother made me
wear them."

Some who work with youth may
feel that they do not "fit" the calling. It

is not always comfortable to work with

the youth, but for me, as God is my
witness, I love them.

At an encampment in Finland, the

Scouts decided I should know how to

sauna. Finns heat their saunas to 170 or

180 degrees. President Olli Roto, the

stake president who was teaching me,
along with the Scouts, who were ex-

perts, made a small bundle of birch

branches. When we really began to

perspire, he took the bundle of birch

leaves and swatted me all over my
back, chest, and legs, and said, "That
brings the blood to the surface." I said,

"It works." Then we ran down and dove
into the Baltic Sea, then went back into

the sauna. It's amazing what we learn

when we're working with youth.

Help wayward youth

Elder Orson F. Whitney said:

"You parents of the wilful and the way-
ward! Don't give them up. Don't cast

them off. They are not utterly lost. The
Shepherd will find his sheep. They
were his before they were yours—long

before he entrusted them to your care;

and you cannot begin to love them as he

loves them. They have but strayed in

ignorance from the Path of Right, and
God is merciful to ignorance. Only the

fulness of knowledge brings the fulness

of accountability. Our Heavenly Father

is far more merciful, infinitely more
charitable, than even the best of his

servants, and the Everlasting Gospel is

mightier in power to save than our nar-

row finite minds can comprehend"
(in Conference Report, Apr. 1929,

p. 110).

Elder Lee in his talk referred to

Horace Mann, who was "called to dedi-

cate a great school for boys. ... He
said, 'If this school costing all the mil-

lions that it has cost is able to save but

one boy, it is worth all that it has cost.'

One of his friends said to him after the


