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The Messiah caused the blind to see,

the deaf to hear, the diseased to be
healed, the hungry to be fed. Every act of

his life was one of deep inner love, com-
passion, kindness, and forgiveness. The
poor and downtrodden continuously had
his benevolence, and, as he came to the

end of his mortal life, his heart was full of

sympathy for those who had caused his

crucifixion. He prayed to the Father,

"Forgive them; for they know not what
they do" (Luke 23:34).

As the dark and dreadful days in the

world's history came to pass, Jesus was
betrayed, apprehended, bound, and led

away captive to answer the trumped-up

charges against him. They taunted him
with false witnesses who came forth to

challenge him. They smote him, ridiculed

him, tormented him. Finally, blindfolded

and scourged, he was mocked in brutish

manner.
His adversaries sought to take his

life. No other judgmental decree would
satisfy them. They accepted full responsi-

bility for his blood on them and their chil-

dren. They led him bound before Pilate,

who found in him no fault at all. Then he

was taken before Herod, who likewise

found nothing of which to condemn him.

With envy and malice, they once again

brought him before Pilate. For the third

time, Pilate found no justifiable reason to

declare him guilty. He offered a substitute

and to set Jesus free. The hideous cries

from those who feared the Son of God
called forth to crucify him.

The sacrifice of the Lamb of God, so

prophesied by the prophets for centuries,

had come. Quietly, and without further

utterance in his own defense, he gave his

life as a ransom for us, that through him
and by him we might have blessed

immortality— to be resurrected, body and
spirit united forever. He further provided

the way that through obedience to his

commandments and reception of the sa-

cred ordinances, we might have eternal

life. His life was evidence of his con-

sciousness for all of his father's children.

Testimony and admonition

Again, I ask the question, "What
think ye of Christ?" I bear you my solemn
testimony and stand by the side of the

disciple Peter who, when asked the direct

and pointed question, "But whom say ye

that I am?" answered, "Thou art the

Christ, the Son of the living God"
(Matthew 16:15-16; italics added). I wit-

ness it unto you, that he is the divine

Savior of the world, the promised
Messiah. I reiterate the bold utterance of

the disciple, "Thou art [truly] the Christ,

the Son of . . . God"; and I beckon to all

to come unto Christ and receive the bless-

ings of heaven which await those who
will keep his commandments and endure

to the end.

I certify to you that we are led by
living prophets today who receive inspira-

tion and revelation from the Lord. I fur-

ther clasp hands with Joshua, who said,

"Choose you this day whom ye will

serve; . . . but as for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15).

In the sacred name of Jesus Christ, our

Savior, amen.

Elder Glen L. Rudd

Importance of service

When I was a young man in the

Aaronic Priesthood, we boys used to

stand in our quorum meetings and repeat

in unison, "Priesthood means service.

Bearing the priesthood, I will serve."

This was our weekly pledge. It was part

of every quorum meeting. Most of us

began to understand that honoring the

priesthood required our being active and
serving in the Church.

In those days we played a lot of ten-

nis. We knew that in tennis, if we didn't

serve well, we usually didn't win. Our
priesthood leaders taught us the same
concept insofar as the Church was con-

cerned. They helped us learn to serve at

the proper time and in the proper way.
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No boy or man fully possesses the

priesthood until he learns to serve others

and the Lord. It is true that someone with

authority may bestow the priesthood by
the laying on of hands, but until we do
something by way of service to others,

the priesthood lies dormant within us and
is of little value. We must not fail to mag-
nify the callings we receive.

Keep simple doctrines simple

During the past few months, I have

felt that I might best serve by encouraging

and helping all members to feel the neces-

sity of keeping the simple doctrines of the

gospel simple. I strongly feel that the gos-

pel was given to us in a simple, plain, and
clear manner. My mission president

taught us that the gospel of Jesus Christ is

beautifully simple and simply beautiful.

The tendency of many is to complicate

these lovely, simple requirements that the

Lord has given to us.

Power in simple prayer

Nothing is more simple than prayer.

The Savior, while upon the earth, gave

the example and commanded all to follow

in His footsteps. If we have faith that

our Heavenly Father lives and that we
can commune with Him in a very direct

way, then prayer becomes one of the

most beautiful, lovely, simple acts that

we can do.

I have a strong testimony that the

Lord does hear and answer prayers. We
are obligated to thank Him. We are obli-

gated to converse with Him in such a way
that there are no obstacles between us

and our Father in Heaven. From the very

beginning the Lord has instructed His

earthly children to remember Him in

prayer.

Prayers of a Primary boy

One morning a good many years

ago, a member of the Council of the

Twelve came to my office and told me of

a beautiful, touching experience that had
happened to him that day. He had gone to

the old Deseret Gym to enjoy the steam

bath for a while. As he sat there in the

heavy steam, he heard the door open and
looked upward toward the door to see

who was entering. He could not see any-

one, but he had a feeling someone else

was there in the room with him. After a

few minutes, he saw a young Primary-age

boy about eight or nine years old who had
seated himself two or three feet away.

The boy gradually slid closer to the

Apostle, and they finally said "hello" to

each other. Then the boy moved even

closer until he could look up into the face

of the Church leader. The little boy said,

"Mister, I think I know who you are."

The Apostle said, "Who am I?" The boy
said, "I think you are one of the Apostles

of the Church. I think you are the one

who travels all over the ocean on big

boats and little boats and all kinds of

airplanes— and you are the one who
never gets sick or hurt in any wrecks."

The Apostle acknowledged that he was
the one who was having those great expe-

riences. The boy then said to him, "Do
you know why it is you don't ever get

killed or get hurt?" The Apostle said,

"No, why is that?" The little Primary boy
said, "That' s because I pray for you."

What a touching, lovely expression

of faith in a simple, wonderful way! This

experience happened forty years ago, but

I think of it frequently. There is far more
power in simple prayer than many of us

think possible.

The Lord hears our prayers

My brothers and sisters, thousands

and even hundreds of thousands of people

pray for their loved ones each and every

day. Great numbers pray for the leaders

of the Church, particularly for our

prophet, President Benson. I am con-

vinced that the Lord hears the simple

prayers of all people. I am sure He hears

the prayer of the aged widow as well as

the little child who prays with simple,

plain, and understandable faith. I am also

certain that a loving Heavenly Father

appreciates the sincere, regular prayers

of the faithful much more than the hur-

ried, urgent appeals given only in times

of crisis.
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The blessing of prayer

May the Lord bless and help us all to

have the courage to pray with our fami-

lies. Nothing is more wonderful than for

parents to gather their children around

them and enjoy the special, tender mo-
ments of communing with our Heavenly

Father in family prayer. Nothing binds a

family together more; and nothing puts

us in a position to receive His blessings

more than compliance with that wonder-

ful commandment and privilege. Even for

those of us who no longer have children

at home, the blessing of praying together

as companions is wonderful. The faithful

person living alone is also lifted up and

richly rewarded through humble, secret

prayer.

Jesus said, "Except ye be converted,

and become as little children, ye shall not

enter into the kingdom of heaven"
(Matthew 18:3).

May the Lord bless us and help us all

to serve Him with simple, childlike faith,

simple forgiveness and repentance, and

especially with simple prayer, that we
may enjoy the strength, power, and

beauty that come from the plain and

simple things of the gospel, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elders Douglas H. Smith and Glen

L. Rudd have just spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Always remember Him

In April 1830 the Lord commanded
the members of his newly restored church

to "meet together often to partake of

bread and wine in the remembrance of the

Lord Jesus" (D&C 20:75). This was the

same instruction he gave when he intro-

duced this ordinance nearly two thousand

years ago. Luke writes:

"And he took bread, and gave
thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them,

saying, This is my body which is given

for you: this do in remembrance of me"
(Luke 22:19).

When we partake of the sacrament,

we witness unto God the Eternal Father

that we "do always remember" his Son
(D&C 20:77, 79; 3 Nephi 18:7, 11). Each
Sabbath day millions of Latter-day Saints

make this promise. What does it mean to

"always remember" our Savior?

To remember means to keep in

memory. In the scriptures, it often means
to keep a person in memory, together

with associated emotions like love, loy-

alty, or gratitude. The stronger the

emotion, the more vivid and influential

the memory. Here are some examples:

1

.

Most of us have the clearest mem-
ories of our mortal parents, who gave us

birth and nurtured us through childhood.

This kind of memory does not dim with

the passing years, but with wisdom and

perspective becomes ever more meaning-
ful. As I grow older, I think more
frequently of my father and my mother.

I will always remember them.

2. Shortly before my wife was to

give birth to our first child, we learned

that the baby must be born by cesarean

section. I was then a student at Brigham
Young University, going to school full

time and working almost full time. From
my meager earnings, a little over $1.00
an hour, we had saved enough money for

the hospital and doctor bills, but nothing

in our plans or emotions had prepared us

for this shocking announcement. We
scarcely knew what a cesarean birth was,

and we feared the worst.

A few days later we faced our or-

deal. After what seemed an eternity,

I stood at a window in the hospital hall-

way, looking into a basket containing our


