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I know that Joseph Smith was a prophet

of God, who restored this church. I know
that our beloved prophet, even President

Ezra Taft Benson, is the living oracle of

God and an example to us. The Book of

Mormon is true. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard a beautiful mes-
sage from Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi, a

member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy and currently the president of the

Hawaii Honolulu Mission.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "I Know That My Re-
deemer Lives," following which Sister

Dwan J. Young, who was released yester-

day as general president of the Primary,

will speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

"I Know That My Redeemer Lives."

Dwan J. Young

Strong and valiant children

Holly loved the towering pine tree in

front of her home. Its branches shaded her

favorite place to play.

The day of the accident, there were
three younger children listening to Holly

read under the tree. Suddenly, in her

mind, something whispered to her.

Holly's heart started to thump as the com-
mand echoed in her head, "Move!" She
responded at once. Scrambling to her

feet, she shouted to the children to run.

She grabbed the smallest one, and the rest

followed. The children thought it was a

game until they heard a terrible crash.

A driver had lost control of his car

and hit the big pine tree where the chil-

dren had been reading only minutes be-

fore. They would have been badly hurt if

they hadn't moved. Some of the children

were so frightened that they started to

cry. But not Holly. She was thinking

about the small voice she had heard in her

mind and heart that told her to move. She
knew that the warning had come to her

from the Holy Ghost. The gift that she

had received from Heavenly Father after

she had been baptized and confirmed

had helped her, just as she had been
promised. (See Elaine Cannon, Baptized

and Confirmed: Your Lifeline to Heaven
[Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1986],

pp. 36-37.)
Now, there are many Hollys among

us— children who have been taught to be

sensitive to the Spirit. Who are these chil-

dren? Our beloved President Benson told

us not long ago, "God has saved for the

final inning some of His stronger and
most valiant children, who will help bear

off the kingdom triumphantly" (Ensign,

Apr. 1987, p. 73). They are all sons and
daughters of God, each with a special

mission to perform. Their self-esteem

grows as they learn who they truly are.

A challenging environment

But many of our children today are

learning under less than ideal circum-

stances. Even in elementary schools,

some of the children are confronted with

drugs, alcohol, profane language, and
even immorality among their classmates.

In many cases, family members are in-

volved in so many activities away from
home that there is no time for parents and

children to develop meaningful relation-

ships with one another. Fewer families

are praying together and eating their

meals together. Fewer fathers are spend-

ing time with their children, and more
mothers are too tired at the end of the day
to share an hour of reading or visiting

with their children. Time that could be

spent with family members is often spent

watching television. By the age of

eighteen, a child has typically spent more
time in front of the television set than

in school.
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Importance of teaching children

In this kind of an environment, we
must take time to teach the children about

the important things of life—about Heav-
enly Father, the Savior, and the Holy
Ghost. We must teach them about repen-

tance, baptism, honesty, and doing good
to others. Now, you might say, "I'm
not a parent; I don't teach children." Ac-
tually, we are all teachers of children

—

parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents,

priesthood leaders, ward members,
neighbors. Children are always watching
and learning. We teach them through our

behavior as well as by what we say. They
watch how we treat each other. They lis-

ten to the voices of their parents and to the

voices at church. Unfortunately, they also

listen to voices on television and else-

where which sometimes teach values con-

trary to gospel principles. We must teach

them at an early age to listen to the right

voices, as Holly did.

Five truths about children

Over the years, I've learned certain

truths about children I'd like to share

with you.

First, children want to be taught.

This was brought home to me when I was
visiting a Primary in Bolivia. I planned to

visit an older class when three little girls

tugged at my sleeve. They had been to

their classroom but they came back be-

cause there was no teacher. "Please, will

you teach us?" they asked. "We need a

teacher." This was one of the sweetest

teaching experiences I have ever had
because those children were thirsty for

gospel truths.

Second, children understand quiet

whisperings of the Spirit as Holly under-

stood.

Third, as children learn, they can
have a great influence for good. One
young girl was taught a lesson about

temples and eternal families. She went
home and asked her father what would
happen to her, because her family wasn't

sealed. Would she be given to another

family? The faith of this tender soul

touched her father and moved him to

action. Within a year their family was
sealed in the temple.

Fourth, parents are commanded to

teach their children gospel principles. In

Doctrine and Covenants 68:25, the Lord
instructs parents to teach their children

"the doctrine of repentance, faith in

Christ the Son of the living God, and of

baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost by
the laying on of the hands."

The Savior also teaches parents

something more— that they should be as

teachable as their children. He said,

"Teach parents that they must repent

and be baptized, and humble themselves

as their little children, and they shall all

be saved with their little children"

(Moroni 8:10).

Fifth, gospel truths make a differ-

ence in the lives of children. Over the past

few years, I've seen countless examples

of children who have been taught gospel

principles. When they learn these truths,

they build a reservoir of strength to draw
from throughout their lives. Let me share

two examples with you.

Eight-year-old Annie spent a night at

her friend's house. When they finally

settled down, their conversation turned to

serious things. Were the scriptures true?

They each asked Heavenly Father in their

prayers and felt a strong witness from the

Spirit that, yes, the scriptures are true.

The next day Annie told her mother about

that witness of the Spirit and made a com-
mitment to start regular scripture study.

Now, like most eleven-year-old

boys, Steven loved basketball. One after-

noon he went with his friends to watch a

game on television. Thirty minutes later,

he returned home. His mother was sur-

prised because she knew the game wasn't

over. When she questioned Steven, he

said the boys had decided to watch a dif-

ferent program, but the program made
him feel dark inside. That feeling had

helped Steven recognize he was in a set-

ting where the Spirit could not be present,

and he was too uncomfortable to stay.

Although it is our responsibility to

teach the children, they often teach us.

I shall be eternally grateful for my
Primary experience and for all that the

children have taught me.
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I am also grateful for loving parents

and dedicated Primary leaders, including

those who have served by my side, who
faithfully teach eternal principles of the

gospel of Jesus Christ to our children.

May each of us recognize the importance

of teaching children.

On this beautiful Easter Sunday I

bear witness that Jesus Christ lived and

died for us, and that he lives again. He is

my Savior, my example, my friend, and I

love him. I pledge my continued devotion

and service to him, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

Sister Dwan J. Young, former presi-

dent of the Primary, has just spoken to us.

What an outstanding service Sister Young
and her counselors, Sister Cannon and

Sister Grassli, have rendered the Primary

these last eight years. She will accom-
pany her husband, Thomas Young, who
has been called to preside over the Can-

ada Calgary Mission this coming July.

It will now be our privilege to hear

from Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

pray for that same spirit that we've en-

joyed so much during this most beautiful

and inspirational conference.

Seeking Jesus Christ

Early in his mortal ministry, the

Savior soon had a multitude of disciples

drawn to him by the power of his pres-

ence and the spirit of his message. From
among these disciples, he chose twelve to

be his special witnesses. "And when it

was day, he called unto him his disciples:

and of them he chose twelve, whom also

he named apostles" (Luke 6:13).

Clearly, Jesus had chosen them; he

said, "Ye have not chosen me, but I

have chosen you, and ordained you"
(John 15:16). These twelve were common
men from various walks of life. The
Savior selected them because he could see

far beyond their earthly appearance and

look into their hearts, recognizing their

potential.

After the Savior called Peter, An-
drew, and Philip, Philip introduced Jesus

to Nathanael, whom some scholars be-

lieve to be Bartholomew, the Apostle.

Philip said to Nathanael, "We have found

him, of whom Moses in the law, and the

prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth,

the son of Joseph" (John 1:45). In this

statement, Philip testified that Jesus is the

Messiah. Nathanael wondered whether

any good thing could come out of Naza-

reth, indicating the relatively bad reputa-

tion of Nazareth in those days. Philip

asked him to come and see. This is the

perfect answer to all who seek to know
the truth about Christ. Impartial investi-

gators are converted when they come
and see.

The guileless Nathanael

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming
toward him, he exclaimed of Nathanael,

"Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is

no guile!" (John 1:47). At that moment,
Nathanael recognized that Jesus could

see into his heart and asked, in surprise,

"Whence knowest thou me?" (v. 48). The
Savior's reply demonstrated an even

greater power of perception. He told

Nathanael that before Philip had called

him to come and see, Jesus saw him un-

der a fig tree.

Nathanael apparently had undergone
some surpassing spiritual experience

while praying, or meditating, or worship-

ing under a fig tree. The Lord, though

absent in body, had been present with Na-
thanael in spirit. Nathanael then recog-

nized the Savior as the Christ and said,

"Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art

the King of Israel" (John 1:49).

Nathanael spoke without guile. The
words came from his heart. They


