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that lasted for about two hundred years

after the resurrected Lord visited and

taught them. The following words of

inspiration from the Book of Mormon
describe this society:

"There were no contentions and dis-

putations among them, and every man did

deal justly one with another.

"And there were no envyings, nor

strifes, nor tumults, nor whoredoms, nor

lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of

lasciviousness; and surely there could not

be a happier people. . . .

"There were no robbers, nor murder-

ers, .. . but they were in one, the chil-

dren of Christ, and heirs to the kingdom
of God. ...

"And how blessed were they! For the

Lord did bless them in all their doings;

yea, even they were blessed and pros-

pered" (4Nephi 1:2, 16-18).

These are examples of the goal of

perfection that we should strive for, even
though we know that we must perfect our

lives grace upon grace and line upon line

(see John 1:16, 2 Nephi 28:30).

I look to President Ezra Taft Benson
as one whose life of service exemplifies

the virtue of being without guile.

Testimony

In closing, I add my testimony at this

Easter season to the testimonies of my
brethren that the Atonement and Resur-

rection are real. I am grateful for the

blessing they provide of immortality for

all and for the possibility of eternal life it

offers those who are faithful.

I testify to you that our Heavenly
Father lives and that he is the father of our
spirits. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God. He stands at the head of this church.

Joseph Smith was the prophet of God
through whom the gospel of Jesus Christ

was restored in these, the latter days.

President Ezra Taft Benson is the Lord's
prophet today. He directs this church by
revelation. I bear this testimony humbly
in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Elder

Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles.

We would like to express our sincere

appreciation for all who have provided
the music for this great conference— to

the Mormon Youth Chorus, the Ricks
College Centennial Choir, the men's
choir from the Ogden and Mount Ogden
regions, and the Tabernacle Choir, and to

their conductors and organists.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this conference, the

Relief Society and Church Health Unit
nurses who have been on hand to render

service, and the ushers and interpreters.

We express appreciation to the local

and national press representatives for the

coverage given to the conference and to

the owners and managers of the many
radio and television stations and cable

systems who have given time and facili-

ties to carry sessions of this conference

in many countries.

President Thomas S. Monson

President Benson has suggested that

I bear my testimony to you at this time. I

am pleased to again express my witness

that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of the Living God, that this work is

true, and that happiness comes through

serving our Heavenly Father and serving

our fellowmen.
If from this conference we can gain a

new feeling of closeness to the Savior and

a testimony of his divine mission, and on
this Easter Sunday if we can, renewed
with the spirit of the Resurrection, go for-

ward in looking after His sheep and our
family responsibilities and our church du-
ties in a way which will be pleasing to our
Heavenly Father, we ourselves will be
abundantly blessed.

God bless you, my brothers and
sisters, in all of your incomings and



PRESIDENT EZRA TAFT BENSON 97

outgoings. May you have peace in your
hearts, may you have tranquility in your

homes, and may you have the Spirit of the

Lord Jesus Christ in your souls, I ask in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
President Benson is feeling a bit

weary after having attended and partici-

pated in the many sessions of the con-

ference, and therefore has asked that

President Gordon B. Hinckley read the

message which President Benson has pre-

pared for us.

I might mention that after President

Hinckley has read this message, the Tab-

ernacle Choir will sing "Sweet Is the

Peace the Gospel Brings." The benedic-

tion will then be offered by Elder Gardner
H. Russell of the First Quorum of the

Seventy, and this conference will then

stand adjourned for six months.

President Ezra Taft Benson

(Read by President Gordon B. Hinckley,

First Counselor in the First Presidency)

President Hinckley

We heard President Benson's strong

voice yesterday morning and again last

evening, and we were all encouraged by
what he said. I am happy to respond to his

request that I read the message which he
prepared as the closing benediction of this

conference.

Follow the counsel of the Brethren

My dear brethren and sisters, this

has been a wonderful general conference

of the Church. We have felt a marvelous

spirit in all of our meetings.

I commend my brethren of the Gen-
eral Authorities for the excellent ad-

dresses they have given. My humble
prayer is that all of us will follow the

counsel and instruction we have received.

As we have felt the Spirit and made
new and sacred resolves, may we now
have the courage and fortitude to carry

out those resolves.

For the next six months, your con-

ference edition of the Ensign should stand

next to your standard works and be re-

ferred to frequently. As my dear friend

and brother Harold B. Lee said, we
should let these conference addresses

"be the guide to [our] walk and talk during

the next six months. These are the impor-

tant matters the Lord sees fit to reveal to

this people in this day" (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1946, p. 68).

May we all go to our homes rededi-

cated to the sacred mission of the Church
as so beautifully set forth in these confer-

ence sessions— to "invite all to come
unto Christ" (D&C 20:59), "yea, come
unto Christ, and be perfected in him"
(Moroni 10:32).

Accomplishing the Church's mission

This grand mission of the Church is

accomplished by proclaiming the gospel,

perfecting the Saints, and redeeming the

dead.

In the next few days, in each of our

homes, may we prayerfully consider spe-

cific ways we as families and individuals

can accomplish this mission. While we
still feel the spirit of this great conference

and while the words still ring in our ears,

let us determine how each of us can be

doers of the word and not hearers only

(see James 1:22).

Proclaim the gospel

In proclaiming the gospel, would
you prayerfully consider and ponder the

following as it applies to you:

As a young man, are you earnestly

preparing to serve a full-time mission?

The Lord needs every young man be-

tween the ages of nineteen and twenty-six

worthy, prepared, and excited about serv-

ing in the mission field.


