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President Ezra Taft Benson

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

rejoice to be with you in another glorious

general conference of the Church. I am
always filled with great anxiety as I ap-

proach these conferences. But I humbly
pray that the Holy Spirit will be with us in

rich abundance as we listen to the inspired

counsel and messages of the Lord.

Landmark use of the Book of Mormon

This has been a landmark year in the

history of the Church in the use of the

keystone of our religion—the Book of

Mormon. This sacred volume of scripture

has brought more souls to Christ, both

within and without the Church, than ever

before.

There are so many who could be
commended for this progress, but time

will permit mention of only a few.

We commend all those who had a

part in producing and distributing the

Church video on the Book of Mormon
entitled How Rare a Possession. That
video has had a powerful impact in the

lives of its viewers, and tens of thousands

of copies were distributed in the first

weeks after its initial showing.

We commend you leaders and teach-

ers of the various Church organizations

for your inspired use of the Book of

Mormon in helping to rear a generation

that can redeem Zion. In many cases a

little child has led a parent to the Lord
through the Book of Mormon reading

program in the Primary.

We commend the members of the

Church who have participated in the

family-to-family Book of Mormon pro-

gram, placing their pictures and testi-

monies inside copies of the Book of

Mormon. These testimonies have been
translated into many languages, and the

books have been given away by our mis-

sionaries around the world. This is help-

ing to bring in tens of thousands of

converts each year.

We commend those responsible for

the excellent articles on the Book of

Mormon which have appeared in our

Church publications.

We commend the personnel of radio

stations who broadcast excerpts from the

Book of Mormon.
We commend those who have spon-

sored and supported faith-building Book
of Mormon lectures and symposiums.

We commend many of you who in

an edifying manner have taught classes,

given talks, authored articles, and written

books on the Book of Mormon.
And finally and most important, we

commend that vast number of faithful

Saints who individually and as families

are changing their lives, cleansing the in-

ner vessel, through the daily reading of

the Book of Mormon.

Book of Mormon must be central

The Book of Mormon is the instru-

ment that God designed to "sweep the

earth as with a flood, to gather out [His]

elect" (Moses 7:62). This sacred volume
of scripture needs to become more central

in our preaching, our teaching, and our

missionary work.

At present, the Book of Mormon is

studied in our Sunday School and semi-

nary classes every fourth year. This four-

year pattern, however, must not be

followed by Church members in their

personal and family study. We need to

read daily from the pages of the book that

will get a man "nearer to God by abiding

by its precepts, than by any other book"
(History of the Church, 4:461).

And when we are called upon to

study or teach other scriptures, we need to

strengthen that undertaking by frequent

reference to the additional insights which
the Book of Mormon may provide on the

subject (see 1 Nephi 13:40, 2 Nephi 3:12).

The recent, well-done video on the

Book of Mormon entitled How Rare a
Possession carried many messages. First

was the power of the Book of Mormon to

convert men to Christ and hence to His
church. Another message was that a man
could study and preach the contents of the
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Book of Mormon for so many years with-

out either his or his associates' knowing
the name of the book or the Church which
published it.

Flood the earth with the Book of Mormon

The time is long overdue for a mas-
sive flooding of the earth with the Book
of Mormon for the many reasons which
the Lord has given. In this age of the elec-

tronic media and the mass distribution

of the printed word, God will hold us

accountable if we do not now move the

Book of Mormon in a monumental way.

We have the Book of Mormon, we
have the members, we have the mission-

aries, we have the resources, and the

world has the need.

The time is now!
My beloved brothers and sisters, we

hardly fathom the power of the Book of

Mormon, nor the divine role it must yet

play, nor the extent to which it must be
moved.

"Few men on earth," said Elder

Bruce R. McConkie, "either in or out of

the Church, have caught the vision of

what the Book of Mormon is all about.

Few are they among men who know the

part it has played and will yet play in

preparing the way for the coming of Him
of whom it is a new witness. . . . The
Book of Mormon shall so affect men that

the whole earth and all its peoples will

have been influenced and governed by
it. . . . There is no greater issue ever to

confront mankind in modern times than

this: Is the Book of Mormon the mind and
will and voice of God to all men?" We
testify that it is. {The Millennial Messiah
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1982], pp. 159, 170, 179.)

Now, my good Saints, we have a

great work to perform in a very short

time. We must flood the earth with the

Book of Mormon— and get out from
under God's condemnation for having

treated it lightly (see D&C 84:54-58).

Challenges to Church members

I challenge the members of the

Church to participate in the family-to-

family Book of Mormon program—to

send copies of the Book of Mormon on a

mission for you. Sister Benson and I have

been doing this for some time now, and

we intend to do more. We should be send-

ing out millions of copies of the Book of

Mormon to the missionaries every month.
I challenge our mission leaders to

show their missionaries how to challenge

their contacts to read the Book of

Mormon and pray about it. Missionaries

need to know how to use the Book of

Mormon to arouse mankind's interest in

studying it, and they need to show how it

answers the great questions of the soul.

Missionaries need to read with those they

teach various passages from the Book of

Mormon on gospel subjects.

I challenge our Church writers,

teachers, and leaders to tell us more Book
of Mormon conversion stories that will

strengthen our faith and prepare great

missionaries. Show us how to effectively

use it as a missionary tool, and let us

know how it leads us to Christ and an-

swers our personal problems and those of

the world.

I challenge those who are in business

and other professions to see that there are

copies of the Book of Mormon in their

reception rooms.
I challenge owners of cassette play-

ers to play Book of Mormon cassettes

from time to time and to listen to them at

home and while walking, jogging, or

driving.

I challenge the homes of Israel to

display on their walls great quotations and

scenes from the Book of Mormon.
I challenge all of us to prayerfully

consider steps that we can personally take

to bring this new witness for Christ more
fully into our own lives and into a world

that so desperately needs it.

A vision

I have a vision of homes alerted, of

classes alive, and of pulpits aflame with

the spirit of Book of Mormon messages.

I have a vision of home teachers and

visiting teachers, ward and branch offi-

cers, and stake and mission leaders coun-

seling our people out of the most correct
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of any book on earth— the Book of

Mormon.
I have a vision of artists putting into

film, drama, literature, music, and paint-

ings great themes and great characters

from the Book of Mormon.
I have a vision of thousands of mis-

sionaries going into the mission field with

hundreds of passages memorized from the

Book of Mormon so that they might feed

the needs of a spiritually famished world.

I have a vision of the whole Church
getting nearer to God by abiding by the

precepts of the Book of Mormon.
Indeed, I have a vision of flooding

the earth with the Book of Mormon.

An absolute need

My beloved Saints, I am now enter-

ing my ninetieth year. I am getting older

and less vigorous and am so grateful for

your prayers and for the support of my
younger Brethren. I thank the Lord for

renewing my body from time to time so

that I can still help build His kingdom.
I do not know fully why God has

preserved my life to this age, but I do
know this: That for the present hour He
has revealed to me the absolute need for

us to move the Book of Mormon forward

now in a marvelous manner. You must
help with this burden and with this bless-

ing which He has placed on the whole
Church, even all the children of Zion.

Moses never entered the promised
land. Joseph Smith never saw Zion re-

deemed. Some of us may not live long

enough to see the day when the Book of

Mormon floods the earth and when the

Lord lifts His condemnation (see D&C
84:54-58). But, God willing, I intend to

spend all my remaining days in that glori-

ous effort. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

The chorus sang "What Glorious

Scenes Mine Eyes Behold" without an-

nouncement.

President Hinckley

It has been our privilege to listen to

the opening address of our beloved
prophet, President Ezra Taft Benson. Fol-

lowing his remarks, the Mormon Youth
Chorus sang "What Glorious Scenes
Mine Eyes Behold."

Elder Russell M. Nelson of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will now
speak to us.

Elder Russell M. Nelson

Warning against drug abuse

I am impressed to speak out on a

problem of deep concern—the world-

wide epidemic of drug addiction. As a

medical doctor, my study of drugs began
early in medical school. Each doctor

spends months in specialized courses

learning potential benefits and risks of

medicinal agents. Proper prescription of

drugs is the forte of skilled physicians.

Generally, when their advice is carefully

followed, results are remarkably success-

ful. In addressing this topic, I specifically

exclude such application of modern
knowledge by educated professionals.

But I raise my voice with others

throughout the world who warn against

abuse of drugs beyond prescribed limits,

and the recreational or social use of chem-
ical substances so often begun naively by
the ill-informed.

A vicious cycle

From an initial experiment thought

to be trivial, a vicious cycle may follow.

From trial comes a habit. From habit

comes dependence. From dependence
comes addiction. Its grasp is so gradual.

Enslaving shackles of habit are too small

to be sensed until they are too strong to be
broken. Indeed, drugs are the modern
"mess of pottage" for which souls are

sold. No families are free from risk.


