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Assign home teachers and visiting

teachers

We hope each of the elderly indi-

viduals and couples has sensitive and car-

ing home teachers and visiting teachers

assigned to them. Great comfort and
peace can come to those who know they

have someone to whom they can turn in

time of emergency or need. It is important

that tact, diplomacy, and sincerity be

evident in assessing and addressing such

needs.

We hope you will involve the inde-

pendent elderly in compassionate service

assignments. Include them also in stake

and ward social activities, especially

single members and those with dependent

spouses. So many times they are forgot-

ten. Especially at the time of the death of

a spouse, loving care can be given. This

is a very tender time for most.

Help those who care for the elderly

At times temporary relief is very

much needed and appreciated by family

members who provide constant physical

and emotional care to those with special

needs. It is important to help the family

maintain its functions as a family with
periodic freedom from the heavy respon-

sibilities that long-term or terminal illness

can impose. All need loving support and
relief from the overwhelming duties of

serious illness or problems.

Transportation is often a great con-

cern to the elderly. We can assist by pro-

viding a way for them to attend their

Sunday meetings, visit loved ones, shop,

and go to the doctor or clinic.

Again, we should prayerfully seek

inspiration and direction in caring for the

elderly. There is always a great diversity

of individuals and individual needs.

Prophetic testimony and blessing

God bless the elderly in the Church.
I love you with all my heart. I am one of

you.

You have so much to live for. May
these golden years be your very best years

as you fully live and love and serve. And
God bless those who minister to your

needs — your family, your friends, and

your fellow Church members and leaders.

I leave you my testimony of the joy

of living— of the joys of full gospel

living and of going through the Refiner's

fire and the sanctification process that

takes place. As the Apostle Paul so well

said, "We know that all things work to-

gether for good to them that love God"
(Romans 8:28).

I leave my blessing upon you. The
Savior lives. This is His church. The
work is true, and in the words of our Lord

and Savior, "Look unto me, and endure to

the end, and ye shall live; for unto him
that endureth to the end will I give eternal

life" (3 Nephi 15:9), to which I testify in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "I Believe in

Christ" without announcement.

President Hinckley

It has been our privilege to listen to

President Benson's opening message as

read by his Second Counselor, President

Thomas S. Monson, following which the

Mormon Youth Chorus sang "I Believe in

Christ."

Elder James E. Faust of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles will now speak to

Elder James E. Faust

I wish to speak today of a special

dimension of the gospel: the necessity

for constant communication with God

through the process known as divine rev-

elation. This principle is basic to our be-

lief. President Wilford Woodruff declared,
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"Whenever the Lord had a people on the

earth that He acknowledged as such, that

people were led by revelation" (in Jour-

nal ofDiscourses, 24:240). I affirm at the

beginning that the inspiration of God is

available to all who worthily seek the

guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is par-

ticularly true of those who have received

the gift of the Holy Ghost.

I wish to speak today, however, of

God's communications to all of his chil-

dren through prophets, as distinguished

from personal revelation received by indi-

vidual members of the Church and others.

The prophets, seers, and revelators have
had and still have the responsibility and
privilege of receiving and declaring the

word of God for the world. Individual

members, parents, and leaders have the

right to receive revelation for their own
responsibility but have no duty nor right

to declare the word of God beyond the

limits of their own responsibility.

I use as my text the ninth article of

faith: "We believe all that God has re-

vealed, all that He does now reveal, and
we believe that He will yet reveal many
great and important things pertaining to

the Kingdom of God."

Past revelation

The first part states, "We believe all

that God has revealed." Through the

ages, God's messages to his children

generally have been revealed through
prophets. Amos tells us, "Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, but he revealeth his

secret unto his servants the prophets"

(Amos 3:7). These are the prophetic ora-

cles who have tuned in over the centuries

to the "celestial transmitting station,"

with a responsibility to relay the Lord's

word to others. The principal qualifica-

tions of a prophet in any age are not

wealth, title, position, physical stature,

scholarship, or intellectual attainment.

The two qualifications are that a prophet

must be called as such by God, by open
prophecy, and ordained by one known to

have legal and spiritual authority, and he
must receive and declare revelation from
God (see D&C 42:11). No man knows the

ways of God except they be revealed unto
him (see Jacob 4:8).

Over the centuries revelation from
prophets has come incrementally. The
Lord stated, "For he will give unto the

faithful line upon line, precept upon pre-

cept; and I will try you and prove you
herewith" (D&C 98:12).

Revelations have come by different

means. Among other ways, they have
come by the guidance of the Holy Ghost
(which is perhaps most common), by the

spoken word, and by visits from holy

messengers.

Present revelation

The ninth article of faith continues,

"We believe ... all that [God] does now
reveal." For some strange reason it seems
easier for many to believe the words of

dead prophets rather than those of living

prophets. The greatest revelator in our

time has been Joseph Smith. In the diffi-

cult period between 1823 and 1843, just

twenty years, 134 revelations were re-

ceived, printed, and made public.

Each of the eighty-nine Apostles

called since then has been sustained as

a prophet, seer, and revelator. But the

prophets, seers, and revelators succeed-

ing Joseph as Presidents of the Church
have been those Apostles in whom all of

the keys of Christ's earthly kingdom have

been active and functioning.

We now move forward nobly and

boldly, with courage and conviction, led

by our venerable prophet, Ezra Taft

Benson. He is in every respect entitled to

our sustaining action. For forty-six years

he has been sustained as an Apostle of the

Lord Jesus Christ. He is now the senior

Apostle on the earth. He has been or-

dained and set apart as the prophet, seer,

and revelator to the world. He has been
sustained as the President of the Church.

He has been given two inspired Counsel-

ors to help him. He is the presiding high

priest over all the priesthood on the earth.

He alone holds and exercises all of the

keys of the kingdom under the Lord Jesus

Christ, who is the head of this church and
is the chief cornerstone. In his presi-

dency, assisted by his two great Counsel-

ors and sustained by the Quorum of the

Twelve, he is leading this work forward.
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I do not believe members of this

church can be in full harmony with the

Savior without sustaining his living

prophet on the earth, the President of

the Church. If we do not sustain the living

prophet, whoever he may be, we die

spiritually. Ironically, some have died

spiritually by exclusively following

prophets who have long been dead.

Others equivocate in their support of liv-

ing prophets, trying to lift themselves

up by putting down the living prophets,

however subtly.

In our lifetime we have been favored

with ongoing communication from the

heavens, which have been open to the

prophets of our time. Major divine pro-

nouncements have included what we now
know as section 138 of the Doctrine and
Covenants, given in 1918. Surely one of

the greatest divine disclosures came in

1978 when the blessings of the priesthood

and temple became available to all worthy
male members. Line upon line and pre-

cept upon precept, new knowledge and
direction have been given to the Church.

Thus, by revelation in our day the

Seventies have been given an expanded
role as members of Area Presidencies and
in general Church administration, helping

the First Presidency and the Twelve "in

building up the church and regulating all

the affairs of the same in all nations"

(D&C 107:34). Many other divine in-

structions have also been received. Much
revelation received, in this time as well as

anciently, has been doctrinal. Some of it

has been operational and tactical. Much
of it is not spectacular. President John
Taylor reminds us: "Adam's revelation

did not instruct Noah to build his ark; nor

did Noah's revelation tell Lot to forsake

Sodom; nor did either of these speak of

the departure of the children of Israel

from Egypt. These all had revelations

for themselves" (Millennial Star, 1 Nov.
1847, p. 323).

In our time God has revealed how to

administer the Church with a membership
of over six million differently than when
there were just six members of the

Church. These differences include the use

of modern technology such as films, com-
puters, and satellite broadcasts to teach

and communicate new ways to conduct

missionary work in various nations; the

location and building of temples; and

many others.

This process of continuous revela-

tion comes to the Church very frequently.

President Wilford Woodruff stated, "This

power is in the bosom of Almighty God,
and he imparts it to his servants the

prophets as they stand in need of it day

by day to build up Zion" (in Journal of
Discourses, 14:33). This is necessary for

the Church to fulfill its mission. Without
it, we would fail.

Future revelation

A very encouraging portion of the

ninth article of faith we have been consid-

ering is its conclusion: "We believe that

He will yet reveal many great and impor-

tant things pertaining to the Kingdom
of God." Elder Boyd K. Packer stated:

"Revelation is a continuous principle in

the Church. In one sense the Church is

still being organized. As light and knowl-

edge are given, as prophecies are fulfilled

and more intelligence is received, another

step forward can be taken" (The Holy
Temple [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,

1980], p. 137).

This church constantly needs the

guidance of its head, the Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ. This was well taught by
President George Q. Cannon:

"We have the Bible, the Book of

Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and

Covenants; but all these books, without

the living oracles and a constant stream of

revelation from the Lord, would not lead

any people into the Celestial Kingdom.
. . . This may seem a strange declaration

to make, but strange as it may sound, it

is nevertheless true.

"Of course, these records are all of

infinite value. They cannot be too highly

prized, nor can they be too closely stud-

ied. But in and of themselves, with all

the light that they give, they are insuf-

ficient to guide the children of men and to

lead them into the presence of God. To be

thus led requires a living Priesthood and

constant revelation from God to the

people according to the circumstances in
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which they may be placed" {Gospel
Truth, comp. Jerreld L. Newquist, 2 vols.

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1957], 1:252).

When will this promised revelation

come? Only God knows when. It will

come as needed. To whom will it come?
To obtain the answer to this, we must
go back to the words of Amos: "Surely

the Lord God will do nothing, but he re-

vealeth his secret unto his servants the

prophets" (Amos 3:7). This continuous

revelation will not and cannot be forced

by outside pressure from people and
events. It is not the so-called "revelation

of social progress." It does not originate

with the prophets; it comes from God.
The Church is governed by the prophet

under the guidance and direction of God.
Parley P. Pratt disclosed:

"The legislative, judicial, and execu-

tive power is vested in Him [the Lord].

He reveals the laws, and he elects,

chooses, or appoints the officers; and
holds the right to reprove, to correct, or

even to remove them at pleasure. Hence
the necessity of a constant intercourse

by direct revelation between him and his

church" {Millennial Star, Mar. 1845,

p. 150).

We have been promised that the

President of the Church will receive guid-

ance for all of us as the revelator for the

Church. Our safety lies in heeding that

which he says and following his counsel.

The doctrine of this church was
stated by Elder Stephen L. Richards:

"They [the Presidency] are the su-

preme court here on earth in the interpre-

tation of God's law.

"In the exercise of their functions

and delegated powers they are controlled

by a constitution, a part of which is writ-

ten and a part of which is not. The written

part consists in authenticated scripture,

ancient and modern, and in the recorded

utterances of our latter-day prophets. The
unwritten part is the spirit of revelation

and divine inspiration which appertain to

their calling.

"In formulating their interpretations

and decisions they always confer with the

Council of the Twelve Apostles who by
revelation are appointed to assist and act

with them in the government of the

Church. When, therefore, a judgment is

reached and proclaimed by these officers

it becomes binding upon all members of

the Church, individual views to the con-

trary notwithstanding. God's Kingdom is

a kingdom of law and order" (in Confer-

ence Report, Oct. 1938, pp. 115-16).

How can we be so sure that, as

promised, the prophets, seers, and revela-

tors will never lead this people astray?

(see Joseph Fielding Smith, in Confer-

ence Report, Apr. 1972, p. 99; ox Ensign,

July 1972, p. 88). One answer is con-

tained in the grand principle found in the

107th section of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants: "And every decision made by
either of these quorums must be by the

unanimous voice of the same" (107:27).

This requirement of unanimity provides a

check on bias and personal idiosyncra-

sies. It ensures that God rules through the

Spirit, not man through majority or com-
promise. It ensures that the best wisdom
and experience is focused on an issue be-

fore the deep, unassailable impressions of

revealed direction are received. It guards

against the foibles of man.
The responsibility for determining

the divine validity of what one of the ora-

cles of God states does not rest solely

upon him. President J. Reuben Clark

stated, "We can tell when the speakers are

'moved upon by the Holy Ghost' only

when we, ourselves, are 'moved upon by
the Holy Ghost'" {J. Reuben Clark: Se-

lected Papers on Religion, Education, and
Youth, ed. David H. Yarn, Jr. [Provo:

Brigham Young University Press, 1984],

pp. 95-96).
This is in harmony with the counsel

of Brigham Young: "I am more afraid that

this people have so much confidence in

their leaders that they will not inquire for

themselves of God whether they are led

by Him. I am fearful they settle down in

a state of blind self-security, trusting their

eternal destiny in the hands of their lead-

ers with a reckless confidence that in it-

self would thwart the purposes of God in

their salvation, and weaken that influence

they could give to their leaders, did they

know for themselves, by the revelations

of Jesus, that they are led in the right
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way. Let every man and woman know, by
the whispering of the Spirit of God to

themselves, whether their leaders are

walking in the path the Lord dictates, or

not" (in Journal of Discourses, 9:150).

Revelation was required to establish

this church. Revelation has brought it

from its humble beginnings to its present

course. Revelation has come like flow-

ing, living water. Continuing revelation

will lead it forward to the windup scene.

But as President Clark told us, we do not

need more or different prophets. We need

more people with "a listening ear" (in

Conference Report, Oct. 1948, p. 82).

We make no claim of infallibility or

perfection in the prophets, seers, and
revelators. Yet I humbly state that I have

sat in the company of these men, and I

believe their greatest desire is to know
and do the will of our Heavenly Father.

Those who sit in the highest councils of

this church and have participated as inspi-

ration has come and decisions have been

reached know that this light and truth is

beyond human intelligence and reason-

ing. These deep, divine impressions have
come as the dews from heaven and settled

upon them individually and collectively.

So inspired, we can go forward in com-
plete unity and accord.

I witness humbly that I know the

Lord still guides his church through his

servants, regardless of any individual im-

perfections. I pray that we may be respon-

sive to his Spirit and be found listening to

the oracles he has appointed. I so pray

because I know that we mortals, without

the aid of revelation, cannot know the

purposes of God. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder James E. Faust of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles has just spoken to

us.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "Put Your Shoulder to the

Wheel," following which Bishop Henry
B. Eyring, First Counselor in the Presid-

ing Bishopric, will address us.

The chorus and congregation sang

'Put Your Shoulder to the Wheel."

Bishop Henry B. Eyring

Being grateful and generous

Many of you have had the same ex-

perience I have had. And if you haven't,

you will: you will go to a hospital or to a

house to comfort someone, and instead

they will comfort you. Or you will try to

encourage someone who seems to you to

have so little, and they will express grati-

tude for things you take for granted.

To find gratitude and generosity

when you could reasonably find hurt and
resentment will surprise you. It will be so

surprising because you will see so much
of the opposite: people who have much
more than others yet who react with anger

when one advantage is lost or with resent-

ment when an added gift is denied.

A poem describes that contrast; it is

called "How Different."

Some murmur when the sky is clear

And wholly bright to view,

If one small speck of dark appear

In their great heaven of blue:

And some with thankful love are

filled,

If but one streak of light,

One ray of God's good mercy, gild

The darkness of their night.

(Richard Chenevix Trench, in

Sourcebook of Poetry [Grand Rapids,

Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House,

1968], p. 396.)

You and I would like to know how to

control our wants and increase our grati-

tude and generosity. We are going to need
that change. Someday, in our families

and as a people, we will live as one, seek-

ing each other's good.


