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grow, ... it shall take root; and behold

it shall be a tree springing up unto ever-

lasting life" (Alma 32:38-39, 41).

Sabbath worship and partaking of the

sacrament

One of the most effective ways to

wind up our spiritual clocks is to worship
on the Sabbath day and partake of the

sacrament.

"That thou mayest more fully keep
thyself unspotted from the world, thou

shalt go to the house of prayer and offer

up thy sacraments upon my holy day"

(D&C 59:9). These are the Lord's in-

structions to us. He knows that our spiri-

tual clocks wind down quickly without

this regular experience.

There is something essential about

joining together with other believers to

worship, to sing, to pray, to learn of

God's will for us, and to acknowledge his

goodness to us. He has commanded that

this should be so.

It may be well to emphasize also that

our church buildings are not the only

places where we can worship. Our homes
should also be places of devotion. It

would be well if each day we could "go
home to church." There should be no
other place where the Spirit of the Lord is

more welcome and more easily accessible

than in our own homes.

Service

A final comment about service to

others and its influence in winding up
our spiritual clocks: anyone who has

unselfishly given of himself in service to

another can testify of the lift that comes

to the giver. We need this reinforcement

to our spiritual well-being. When we cast

our bread upon the water in this sense,

it inevitably comes back to us in even
greater abundance.

President Spencer W. Kimball once
said: "I have learned that it is by serving

that we learn how to serve. When we are

engaged in the service of our fellowmen,

not only do our deeds assist them, but

we put our own problems in a fresher

perspective. When we concern ourselves

more with others, there is less time to be
concerned with ourselves. In the midst of

the miracle of serving, there is the prom-
ise of Jesus, that by losing ourselves, we
find ourselves." President Kimball added,

"There is great security in spirituality,

and we cannot have spirituality without

service!" ("Small Acts of Service," En-
sign, Dec. 1974, pp. 2, 5).

In this, as is true with all of the other

virtues, the Master is the perfect example.

He is our Lord, our Savior, and our Re-

deemer and the perfect example in all

things.

I testify to you that these things are

true. May those "ennobling influences"

about which Elder Bowen spoke come
regularly enough into our own lives that

our spiritual clocks will continue to run

strong and true is my earnest prayer. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member of

the Presidency of the Quorums of the

Seventy, has just spoken to us.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks, a member of

the Council of the Twelve Apostles, will

now address us.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Faithful pioneers of the last wagon

The days of the pioneers are not past.

There are modern pioneers whose achieve-

ments are an inspiration to all of us.

In a message about the pioneers who
crossed the plains over a century ago,

President J. Reuben Clark spoke words
that apply to pioneers in every age. In his

description of "Them of the Last Wagon,"
President Clark paid tribute to the rank

and file, "those great souls, ... in name
unknown, unremembered, unhonored in
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the pages of history, but lovingly revered

round the hearthstones of their children

and their children's children" (/. Reuben
Clark: Selected Papers on Religion, Edu-
cation, and Youth, ed. David H. Yarn, Jr.

[Provo: Brigham Young University Press,

1984], pp. 67-68; see also Improvement
Era, Nov. 1947, pp. 704-5, 747-48).

In every great cause there are leaders

and followers. In the wagon trains, the

leaders were "out in front where the air

was clear and clean and where they had
unbroken vision of the blue vault of

heaven" (Clark, p. 69). But, as President

Clark observed, "Back in the last wagon,
not always could they see the brethren

way out in front and the blue heaven was
often shut out from their sight by heavy,

dense clouds of the dust of the earth. Yet
day after day, they of the last wagon
pressed forward, worn and tired, foot-

sore, sometimes almost disheartened,

borne up by their faith that God loved

them, that the Restored Gospel was true,

and that the Lord led and directed the

brethren out in front" (Clark, p. 69).

The purposes of God were accom-
plished by the unswerving loyalty and
backbreaking work of the faithful tens of

thousands who pushed on, as President

Clark said, "with little praise, with not

too much encouragement, and never with
adulation" (Clark, pp. 69-70).

"And thousands upon thousands of

these . . . measured to their humble call-

ing and to their destiny as fully as Brother

Brigham and the others measured to

theirs, and God will so reward them.

They were pioneers in word and thought

and act and faith, even as were they of

more exalted station. . . . God keep their

memories ever fresh among us ... to help

us meet our duties even as they met
theirs" (Clark, pp. 73-74).

Modern pioneers

President Clark's words of tribute

also apply to the membership of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints in our day. In every nation, in

every worthy occupation and activity,

members of this church face hardships,

overcome obstacles, and follow the ser-

vants of the Lord Jesus Christ as valiantly

as the pioneers of any age. They pay their

tithes and offerings. They serve as mis-

sionaries or as Church Service volunteers,

or they support others who do so. Like the

noble young mothers who postpone the

pursuit of their personal goals in order to

provide the needs of their children, they

sacrifice immediate pleasures to keep

commitments that are eternal. They ac-

cept callings and, in the service of others,

they willingly give their time and some-

times their lives.

They do as the Savior taught: They
deny themselves; they take up their

crosses daily; they follow Him (see Luke
9:23). These are those the Savior likened

to the seed that fell on good ground: "in

an honest and good heart, having heard

the word, [they] keep it, and bring forth

fruit with patience" (Luke 8:15).

The fruits of the gospel issue from
every honest and good heart, without re-

gard to past origins or current positions in

the Church. As President Clark declared,

"There is no aristocracy of birth in this

Church; it belongs equally to the highest

and the lowliest" (Clark, p. 73).

I will give some illustrations of mod-
ern pioneers. My examples are not neces-

sarily the most notable, but I believe they

are typical of the rank-and-file Latter-day

Saints who are the heart and the hands of

this great latter-day work.

Elderly missionary couples

Our older couple missionaries, now
numbering over 2,600 throughout the

world, provide an unequaled example of

Christian service. Who could calculate

the contribution these couples are making
in furthering the mission of the Church?

They preach the gospel, strengthen lead-

ers and members in struggling branches,

serve in temples and visitors' centers, and

in countless other ways accomplish the

essential work of the kingdom, both the

important and the routine.

In a missionary meeting in a remote

corner of the world, Sister Oaks and I

listened as a devoted brother said,

"I never thought I could teach the gospel.

I only thought I could fish. But now that
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I am here, I get so wrapped up in telling

people about the gospel!"

A few minutes later, another devoted
missionary, his wife, said, "I feel so sorry

for those who have nothing to worry
about and occupy them except how many
steps to the swimming pool or the golf

course!"

Time after time, the pioneers Presi-

dent Clark praised left their homes,
loaded their wagons, and moved to new
hardships at the direction of their prophet.

In our day, many couples go on mission

after mission. One dear veteran described

her family's reaction: "Our children say,

'We hope you'll come by and at least

have dinner with us before you go on
another mission.'

"

Every day other thousands set aside

personal preferences and give devoted
service as teachers and leaders, as temple
workers, in name extraction, and in so

many other ways.

"Rejoicing in hope; patient in

tribulation"

The Apostle Paul described the fol-

lowers of Christ as "rejoicing in hope; pa-

tient in tribulation" (Romans 12:12). We
are tested for those qualities in different

ways at different times.

A few weeks ago, some members
of my family visited the Winter Quarters

cemetery at Florence, Nebraska. There
they saw Avard T. Fairbanks's marvelous
statue of the pioneer parents looking down
at the body of their baby, soon to be left

in its grave at the side of the trail. Those
pioneers received some of their toughest

tests at graveside. Some modern pioneers

receive their tests at bedside. One sister

wrote:

"My mother cared for her mother un-

til [Grandma] was ninety-eight. My dad
now has Alzheimer's disease, and my
mother patiently cares for him. . . . The
amazing part of this is the attitude of my
mother. She always thought she would
travel after she retired. She has always

kept a beautiful home, loving to entertain

others. She maintains her home as best

she can, but has had to put aside many
things that bring her joy. The amazing

part is the joy my mother radiates. Her
attitude is so beautiful. She finds real

joy in the simple things of life. She is

the pillar of strength to the whole family

as she uplifts us all with her positive

attitude."

God notices all service

There are hidden heroines and he-

roes among the Latter-day Saints —"those
of the last wagon" whose fidelity to duty

and devotion to righteousness go un-

noticed by anyone except the One whose
notice really matters.

Others, including those who have

been called to prominent positions, are

more noticeable, but surely no more
noble. I am one of these. At a public

occasion a mother introduced me to her

teenage son. "Do you know who this is?"

she asked him.
"Sure," the boy replied. "He's one

of those guys who hangs on the wall at

seminary."

Prominent position— "hanging on

the wall at seminary" — does not put any-

one on a fast-track to exaltation. The cri-

terion for that ultimate goal is the same
for every person — leader or follower,

prominent or obscure: Have we received

the ordinances of salvation and kept our

covenants? A member of the Church in

Great Britain said it best. He had served

as stake president. As that period of

prominence came to an end, he told Elder

Boyd K. Packer why it did not bother him
to be released: "I served because I am
under covenant. And I can keep my cov-

enants quite as well as a home teacher

as I can serving as stake president" (in

Conference Report, Apr. 1987, p. 26;

or Ensign, May 1987, p. 24).

Numberless officers, teachers, ad-

visers, and clerks keep their covenants in

that same way. Their service is almost

invisible, except to Him who sees all

things and promises all who do good that

they shall "in nowise lose their reward"

(D&C 58:28; see also Matthew 10:42).
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Walk the trail blazed by leaders

The pioneers who crossed the plains

took their directions from the trails blazed

by their leaders. For safety, those pio-

neers traveled in groups. Then, as now, a

pioneer who got separated from the com-
pany and off the marked trail walked a

lonely and dangerous path until he could

rejoin the group. So it is today. A letter

said it this way:
"One and a half years ago I was

excommunicated. I was guilty of great

hypocrisy and deception before God in

matters of infidelity. This Saturday I am
going to be baptized and receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost. As the day ap-

proaches, my gratitude deepens for the

Lord's mercy extended to me, allowing

me to repent and experience the mighty

change in my heart. It grieves me to know
of the great contribution I made to the

Lord's suffering in Gethsemane, but I

glory in the proposition that I, as a result

of that suffering, might turn my life and

make His purposes my purposes."

This writer expressed gratitude for

"the Lord's repentance process," which
would now "allow me to become the

father, son, and priesthood-bearer that I

always appeared to be. The feeling of

finally being an honest, truly honest, man
is indescribable."

One of the best qualities in any of the

sons and daughters of God, whatever

their circumstance, is a determination to

become better. Since we all have a need

to improve, we should always be willing

to recognize goodness and encourage

improvement in everyone.

The importance of forgiveness

One of the most Godlike expressions

of the human soul is the act of forgive-

ness. Everyone is wronged at some point

by someone, and many suffer serious

wrongs. Christians everywhere stand in

awe of those pioneers who have climbed

that steep slope to the spiritual summit
attained by those who have heeded the

Savior's command to forgive all men (see

Matthew 6:14-15; D&C 64:9-10). For-

giveness is mortality's mirror image of

the mercy of God.
A sister wrote me about her feelings

toward a relative who had abused her as a

child, leaving her with a painful physical

condition. In her words, "I have to live

with the pain and try to function around
it." She wrote, "At times I [felt] angry
and wonder[ed] why I had to suffer the

abuse in the first place and why must I

continue to pay a price now."
One day, as she listened to a talk in

church, her heart was touched. The Spirit

bore witness that she should forgive the

man who had wronged her and that she

could do so with the help of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Her letter explained: "The
price for that sin has already been paid by
Him in Gethsemane. I have no right to

hold on to it and demand justice, so I

gladly hand it back to Him and rejoice in

His love and mercy."
Her letter described the result of her

decision: "My heart is so full of joy,

peace, and gratitude and love! Isn't His

work glorious? How I do love Him!
Words cannot express my feelings."

Like this sister who forgave, many
modern saints do their pioneering on the

frontiers of their own attitudes and emo-
tions. The proverb says, "He that ruleth

his spirit [is better] than he that taketh a

city" (Proverbs 16:32). Modern saints

know that one who subdues his own spirit

is just as much a pioneer as one who
conquers a continent.

Burdens carried by modern pioneers

The path of modern pioneers is not

easy. Burdens carried in the heart can be
just as heavy as those pulled in a hand-

cart. And just as some early pioneers

struggled for the benefit of others, so

some modern pioneers carry burdens im-

posed by the transgressions or thought-

lessness of others.

Another letter came from a woman
who had been divorced. Although she said

that the ten years that followed her divorce

were a time of trial, heartache, struggle,

and loneliness, she described that ex-

perience as "a blessing" — "a refining
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process." She expressed gratitude "for

what I now have. It has brought me so

close to my Heavenly Father and particu-

larly to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a feel-

ing that I'm not sure can be expressed in

words. I literally came before the Lord

with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.

No physical pain I have ever experienced

has been as painful as the emotional pain

I have felt. But each time I feel it, it

draws me so close to the Lord because I

think of all He suffered, and it makes me
so grateful. I love Him with all my heart

and soul for His sacrifice and for all He
represents."

Many of our members are struggling

valiantly to try to do it all. They support

themselves and provide for their families.

They strive to carry out the responsibili-

ties of their church callings. They spend

many hours transporting their children to

numberless church and school activities.

They try to be generous with money and

time for worthy causes in the community.
They strive to improve themselves. They
hope, after all of this, to have some little

time left for togetherness and recreation.

One sister wrote, "We are having

great difficulty
[j
ust

l
trymg t0 cope."

Many could say the same. Yet they do
cope. They carry on without complaint,

even when they have just cause for com-
plaint. And even when they fall short,

the Lord blesses them for their righteous

desires (see Mosiah 4:24-25), for, as

King Benjamin taught, "it is not requisite

that a man should run faster than he has

strength" (Mosiah 4:27).

Grateful for faithful members

How grateful we are for the service

and example of these faithful members!
Like all my Brethren among the General

Authorities, I look to the rank-and-file

members of this church for my models of

faithfulness and nobility. When I visit a

conference and mingle with the Saints, I

always receive more than I give. I agree

with the sentiment voiced by President

Gordon B. Hinckley. After describing the

faithful Saints he had met at a conference,

he added, "We have the responsibility of

leading them, when, in fact, we can learn

so much from them."

Our faith and resolve are strength-

ened by the spiritual achievements and
service of ordinary Latter-day Saints.

There are thousands of such inspirational

examples, but they are rarely published

except on the pages of the Church News
and the Church magazines— the Ensign,

New Era, and Friend. I encourage every-

one to have these unique publications in

their home.

Home teachers and visiting teachers

Some of the unsung heroes and her-

oines of our day are the faithful home
teachers and visiting teachers who feed

the Master's sheep. When the Apostle

Paul likened the Church to a body, he

referred to such less-visible members as

the hands and the feet, saying that upon
these we should "bestow more abundant

honour" (1 Corinthians 12:23).

An LDS girl whose two parents took

no part in Church activities later wrote

this recollection to an elder who had been
her home teacher:

"You were the bright hope in my
often difficult life. There is no greater

call than a home teacher. You loved and
showed respect for my parents. You hon-

ored them and at the same time supported

me. You were there! ... As I look back
now, I realize you and the truth you of-

fered were my life-support.

"Behind the doors were years of

pain, tears, and fear. You were able to

come into our home and chase them
away, if only for a short time. No one else

could do that."

AH things shall work for your good

In our day, as in the days of earlier

pioneers, those in the lead wagons set the

direction and signal onward, but it is the

faithful men and women in the wagons
which follow that provide the momentum
and motive power for this great work.

As modern pioneers press forward,
they suffer hardships and make sacrifices.

But they are sustained by an assurance

given by the Lord Himself. These words,
first spoken to the struggling Saints in

Ohio, apply also to the faithful of our day:
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"Verily I say unto you my friends,

fear not, let your hearts be comforted;

yea, rejoice evermore, and in everything

give thanks;

"Waiting patiently on the Lord, for

your prayers have entered into the ears of

the Lord of Sabaoth, and are recorded

with this seal and testament— the Lord

hath sworn and decreed that they shall be

granted.

"Therefore, he giveth this promise

unto you, with an immutable covenant

that they shall be fulfilled; and all things

wherewith you have been afflicted shall

work together for your good, and to my
name's glory, saith the Lord" (D&C
98:1-3).

This is His work. We are His chil-

dren. He loves us— one and all. Of this I

testify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "The Lord's Prayer"

without announcement.

President Monson

What a beautiful number, brothers

and sisters, "The Lord's Prayer" as ren-

dered by the Tabernacle Choir. President

Benson has suggested that I serve as the

next speaker.

President Thomas S. Monson

This is an awesome responsibility

for me as I approach this task. Before

doing so, however, I too would like to

echo the sentiment expressed by others in

expressing appreciation and love to our

General Authorities of the Church who
yesterday were given a change of status or

an honorable release from their strenuous

duties. May I add my personal apprecia-

tion for their outstanding service over

the years and extend to them and their

devoted companions my love and my
blessings. They have traveled far and
wide in the Lord's service and merit His

approbation "Well done."

Windows

On one such journey while I was
waiting my turn at an airline office in

London, England, I reached forward from
my chair and selected an advertising bro-

chure from the small table which con-

tained reading material. The publication

bore the title Windows to the World. Each
page contained a framed picture of a well-

known and beautiful site, accompanied
by a well-written description which made
one desire to visit all of the locations

shown. The Matterhorn in Switzerland,

the Alps of New Zealand, even the Taj

Mahal of India — all seemed to suggest to

the reader the desirability of an immediate
visit.

Windows are wonderful. They serve

as a frame on which we might focus our

attention. They provide a glimpse of

God's creations. The azure blue sky, the

billowy, white clouds, the verdant green

forest all are as framed pictures in the

memory of the mind. Windows also re-

veal the approach of a friend, a gathering

storm, a magnificent sunset— even the

passing parade of life.

Windows welcome light to our lives

and bring joy to our souls. The absence of

windows, such as in dark prison cells,

shuts out the world. When we are de-

prived of light, the depression of darkness

encompasses us.

President Hugh B. Brown's window

Windows teach lessons never to be
forgotten. Ever shall I remember a visit to

the home of President Hugh B. Brown. It

was graduation day at Brigham Young
University. He was to conduct the exer-

cises, and I was to deliver the commence-
ment address. I drove to President

Brown's home and escorted him to my


