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Within thirty days, in Melbourne,

Australia, there came a medical announce-

ment of a new drug, experimental in na-

ture, that showed promise in combating
cystic fibrosis. Sharon applied for treat-

ment, and it has been successful. Today
she spends very little time in the hospital;

the rest of her time is spent preparing for

a career.

Keep the faith

My brothers and sisters, these are

only two instances of times I have seen

God's power at work. I want you to know
that my testimony came when I was a

little boy at the feet of my parents. I loved

my parents. They taught me in the way of

truth and righteousness. I was taught the

story of the Restoration, which I believed

with all of my heart because I believed

my parents.

In the forty-sixth section of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, the Lord says: "To
some it is given by the Holy Ghost to

know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
... To others it is given to believe on
their words" (46:13-14). I was one of

those who believed on my parents' words.
To me, the teachings of the First Vision,

the visits of Moroni and others were as

real as if they had been personal experi-

ences of my own. I have never had a day
in my life that I can remember when I

haven't known these things are true.

I pay tribute this day to my wife of

some fifty years, who has been at my
side, encouraging, sustaining, support-

ing, and enduring when the going was
tough. I want her and my children to

know that I love her and them with all of

my heart.

In the past two or three weeks, I

have greeted most of my grandchildren,

and I have shaken their hands and looked

into their eyes and have said, "Keep the

faith, my child. It's true." Almost invari-

ably there has come the response, "I will,

Grandpa, I will."

Their words, "Yes, Grandpa, I will,"

have caused me to reflect. My greatest

desire is to continue faithful as an ex-

ample to my family. I trust that one day

the response will be, "Yes, Grandpa, I

have."

I bear you my witness that Jesus is

the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. Ezra

Taft Benson is a prophet of God. I leave

that testimony with you in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder John Sonnenberg

The true meaning of love

My beloved brothers and sisters, I

am grateful for this opportunity to bear

witness of the divinity of this great work
and testify to all the world that we are led

by a prophet of God. I don't think I've

heard any more convincing words of love

than those I've heard when I've been in

the temple with President Benson and his

dedicated Counselors and he says, "I love

you, my Brethren. I love every one of

you." From the depths of his heart, he has

proclaimed to us the true significance of

love for our fellowmen.
A few years ago while we were in

Sydney, Australia, my wife and I re-

ceived a letter from one of our grand-

children. He wrote: "Dear Grandma and

Grandpa, I just turned twelve years of

age, and the bishop called me into the

office, and he said, T have some ques-

tions to ask of you, Bruce. Bruce, you're

twelve years of age now, and so I need to

know if you love the Lord.' I told him I

do. 'Do you say bad words, Bruce?' 'No,

bishop, I never say bad words.' 'Do you
love your mother and dad?' 'Yes, bishop,

I do.' 'Do you pay your tithing, Bruce?'

'Yes I do, bishop.'

"You know, Grandpa and Grandma,
the bishop said that I could receive the

Aaronic Priesthood because I was twelve

years of age, and he asked me if I knew
what the Aaronic Priesthood was. I told
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him that I knew a little bit and that I could

be ordained a deacon. You know, the

next week the bishop asked who I would
like to be ordained by. I said I would like

to be ordained by my dad. So my dad put

his hands upon my head, and the bishop

stood around and so did my uncles, and
my dad conferred the Aaronic Priesthood

upon me and ordained me a deacon.

"Now, Grandma and Grandpa,
you're a long way away, but I know that

you're a General Authority and some day
you'll come home. You know, I can't

wait until you come home because I know
you'll sit on the stand, and then Grandpa,
I can pass the sacrament to you."

I think that is the true meaning of

love, of families.

A light unto the world

I express my love to my devoted

sweetheart and eternal companion. I'm
grateful for the matriarch that she is in our

family. I am grateful for each of our chil-

dren; I am grateful for their families. I'm
grateful to the Lord Jesus Christ for his

atoning sacrifice. I've come to know him
more assuredly as I have sat in council

with your great leaders. I testify to you
that they are men of God.

I like a scripture that I reflect upon
frequently, and I think of it when I think

of them, "For they were set to be a light

unto the world, and to be the saviors of

men" (D&C 103:9). I bear witness that

those who come into the kingdom will

eventually say unto them who have
helped them come into the kingdom, "You
were a light unto me, and I acknowledge
you as literally being a savior to me."

Another of my favorite scriptures that

I would like to share with you is, "Search
diligently, pray always, and be believing,

and all things shall work together for your
good, if ye walk uprightly and remember
the covenant wherewith ye have cov-

enanted one with another" (D&C 90:24).

Look to the Savior

Inscribed on the granite walls of the

temple here in Salt Lake City is the con-

stellation of Ursa Major, or the Great

Bear, commonly known to you as the Big

Dipper. If you were to project a line

through the bottom two stars opposite

the handle, it would point to and bisect

the North Star. The mariners and those

who have been lost at sea or on land

have looked to the North Star to find their

bearings.

I bear witness that there is, figura-

tively speaking, a "North Star" leading us

today — a beloved prophet of God. Look
to him. He will point you to the way of

truth and righteousness. Look to the

Savior, for he will give you life eternal.

Again I express my love to you,

President Benson, to your dedicated and

devoted Counselors, to the General

Authorities, and to the body of the

Church for your love and sustaining influ-

ence. We have come to love you in the

Pacific islands; we have come to love you
in Europe, where we served; we have

come to love the Saints all over the world.

My lovely companion and I shall ever

remember this association with grateful

hearts as we continue to bear witness of

the atoning sacrifice of our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ.

I bear witness that the Church has

been restored, that Joseph Smith is a

prophet of God, as is a living prophet to-

day, President Ezra Taft Benson, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder Kay and Elder

Sonnenberg, for those beautiful and mov-
ing testimonies. Testimonies of similar

substance and beauty could be borne by
each of those who has been released dur-

ing this conference. We pray that the

blessings of the Lord will go with them
and be with them now and throughout

their lives.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell, a member
of the Council of the Twelve, will now
address us.


