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The leadership example of Christ

From the most exemplary life of all,

even that of the Savior Jesus Christ, we
learn perhaps the most important lesson

of all. As the Savior was in the depths of

suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane,
he prayed that the bitter cup might pass

from him, adding in meekness and lowli-

ness of heart, "Nevertheless not my will,

but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42; italics

added). A leader in the Lord's kingdom
must be meek and lowly of heart (see

Alma 37:34).

May each of us engaged in the work
of the Lord perform His work in His
way, "by persuasion, by long-suffering,

by gentleness and meekness, and by love

unfeigned;

"By kindness, and pure knowl-

edge, . . .

"Reproving betimes with sharpness,

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost;

and then showing forth afterwards an
increase of love" (D&C 121:41-43).

I humbly pray, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder F. Melvin Hammond
My beloved brothers and sisters, to-

day I am happy to express to you the

genuine love of the members of the

Church in the South America North
Area and of your wonderful missionary

sons and daughters, young and old, who
constantly say to me, "Elder Hammond,
when you see our dear prophet, please

tell him that we love him. And when you
speak in a general conference of the

Church, please tell the Saints that our
love of the Savior is united firmly with

theirs." They are all so wonderful, and I

am pleased to comply with their loving

request.

The understanding of young people

On this occasion I would like to

speak especially to the young people the

world over. Somehow, I believe that they

have a special ability to understand im-

portant things. May I illustrate with this

little story?

Many years ago we sat as a family

in our weekly home evening discussing

the principle of the Resurrection. At-
tempting to explain in simple terms what
is involved, I noticed our small children

looking at me with puzzled expressions

on their tiny faces. Apologetically, I

mumbled something about it being very

difficult to understand such things.

Whereupon, Lezlee, our then five-year-

old, with a look of loving concern for my

discomfort, said, "Don't feel badly,

Daddy; I understand you." And then she

proceeded to demonstrate her new gos-

pel knowledge. Lying down on the floor,

straight and stiff, with her arms out-

stretched, she slowly raised herself and
said, "It's simple; you just sink up."

So I want to talk to you about the

resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ,

because on Easter Sunday we will cele-

brate His rising from the dead and all of

us should know the wonderful story of

that remarkable event.

The first Easter morning

It was early on Sunday morning.

Deep darkness still hung over the holy

city, Jerusalem. Mary of Magdala en-

tered the garden and approached the

tomb where the body of Jesus of Naza-

reth recently had been laid.

Just two days before, the humble
Christ, hanging from a wooden cross, had
given up the ghost, and mortality had
ended for the Only Begotten Son of God
in the flesh.

Joseph of Arimathea, a member of

the Sanhedrin but a loving disciple of

Jesus, had gone to the Roman procura-

tor, Pontius Pilate, and had asked that he
be allowed to remove the body from the

cross. Permission was granted. The body
was taken from the cross, and Joseph,

with the assistance of Nicodemus, who
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earlier had come to question Jesus by
night, gently prepared the body for burial

after the manner of the Jews. The kind,

loving men placed the body of the de-

ceased in a newly hewn tomb belonging

to Joseph. Then a great stone was rolled

across the entrance, and a Roman seal

was placed upon it, "lest his disciples

come by night, and steal him away, and
say unto the people, He is risen from the

dead" (Matthew 27:64).

Now Mary Magdalene approached
the tomb, but to her utter amazement the

huge stone had been rolled away. The
body of her beloved Jesus was gone.

Quickly she ran to advise the Apostles of

this new tragedy, saying, "They have
taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre,

and we know not where they have laid

him" (John 20:2).

Peter, the chief Apostle, and John,

the beloved Apostle, hurried to the place

of burial. The account of Mary was con-

firmed. The tomb was indeed empty, ex-

cept for the linens which had been used

to wrap the body. Saddened, the two
Apostles went away to their own homes.

"But Mary," who had followed

Peter and John back to the garden, "stood

without at the sepulchre weeping: and as

she wept, she stooped down, and looked
into the sepulchre" (20:11). Two angels

dressed in white sat within the tomb.
Seeing her great grief they asked,

"Woman, why weepest thou?" Sorrow-
fully, she answered them, "Because they

have taken away my Lord, and I know
not where they have laid him" (20:13).

Still weeping, Mary turned from the

tomb, and through her misty eyes she no-
ticed someone standing close by. The
person spoke to her, "Woman, why
weepest thou? whom seekest thou?"
Thinking that perhaps it was the gardener

who addressed her, she replied, "Sir, if

thou have borne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will take

him away" (20:15).

In a voice tinctured with pure love

and the sweetest tenderness, he simply
uttered one word, "Mary." There was no
mistaking the voice; it was Jesus Christ.

And thrilled beyond any comprehension,

the dear woman could only say,

"Rabboni," which means Master (see

John 20:16).

There He stood— alive! Raised from
the dead! Never to die again! His perfect

body forever united with the spirit. The
eternal Christ!

To the credit of gentle, loving

women everywhere, our Redeemer chose

as the first mortal witness of His resur-

rection from the dead a woman, Mary
Magdalene.

Concentrate on life, not death

As we contemplate the events lead-

ing to the death of Jesus Christ, we tend

to grieve for the awful sufferings which
He experienced at the hands of wicked
men— the terrible rending by the lash,

the dreadful nails placed in His hands

and feet, the prolonged agony of the

cross, and finally His tender heart break-

ing for the sins of all men.
But stop! He is not dead! He is

risen! He is the first fruit of the resurrec-

tion. Without Him, life for all men
would end at death. All would be con-

signed to the grave, their bodies to

molder in the dust forever. But because

of Him, our Savior, even Jesus Christ,

the Son of the living God, we, everyone

of us, will live again— freed from the

everlasting chains of death.

To you sweet parents who have

placed the mortal body of a dear son or a

beautiful daughter in the grave, or to all

who have lost a mother or father, hus-

band or wife, to the relentless hand of

death, I say, have hope. For if we our-

selves are faithful to the end, they will

not be lost to us save for a moment. And
then, oh, the sweetness of that joyous re-

union, for the tender mercy of the Lord
will bring them forth triumphant from
the grave.

And so, my wonderful young people

everywhere, as we come to celebrate

Easter, will you remember the story of

Jesus coming out of the grave a perfect,

glorified being? Will you remember that

He made it possible for all of us to some-
day be resurrected and to come back and
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live with Him in the celestial kingdom of

God throughout all eternity? Then if you
will remember, you will understand His

love for all of us, and your love for Him
will grow deeper and deeper forever.

Such is my humble testimony of the

glorious resurrection of the Lord Jesus

Christ, which I proclaim to you along

with my profound love for Him and each
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elders Spencer J.

Condie and F. Melvin Hammond, who
have addressed us.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be

our next speaker, and he will be followed

by Elder Neal A. Maxwell, also of the

Council of the Twelve.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

In a revelation the Lord said,

"Blessed is my servant Hyrum Smith; for

I, the Lord, love him because of the in-

tegrity of his heart, and because he
loveth that which is right" (D&C
124:15). I personally know of no higher

praise that any man could receive.

A definition of integrity

I have felt impressed to speak today

about the need for integrity: old-fash-

ioned, personal, practical integrity. To
me, integrity means always doing what is

right and good, regardless of the immedi-
ate consequences. It means being righ-

teous from the very depth of our soul, not

only in our actions but, more important,

in our thoughts and in our hearts. Per-

sonal integrity implies such trustworthi-

ness and incorruptibility that we are

incapable of being false to a trust or

covenant.

We all have within us the ability to

know what is right and good. Speaking
to the "peaceable followers of Christ"

(Moroni 7:3), the prophet Mormon said:

"It is given unto you to judge, that

ye may know good from evil; and the

way to judge is as plain, that ye may
know with a perfect knowledge, as the

daylight is from the dark night.

"For behold, the Spirit of Christ is

given to every man, that he may know
good from evil; wherefore, I show unto

you the way to judge; for every thing

which inviteth to do good, and to per-

suade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by

the power and gift of Christ; wherefore

ye may know with a perfect knowledge it

is of God.
"But whatsoever thing persuadeth

men to do evil, and believe not in Christ,

and deny him, and serve not God, then

ye may know with a perfect knowledge it

is of the devil; for after this manner doth

the devil work, for he persuadeth no man
to do good, no, not one; neither do his

angels; neither do they who subject them-

selves unto him" (Moroni 7:15-17).

How much do we value our integrity?

Having received the Spirit of Christ

to know good from evil, we should al-

ways choose the good. We need not be

misled, even though fraud, deception,

deceit, and duplicity often seem to be ac-

ceptable in our world. Lying, stealing,

and cheating are commonplace. Integ-

rity, a firm adherence to the highest

moral and ethical standards, is essential

to the life of a true Latter-day Saint.

Like Job of old, we need to say,

"Till I die I will not remove mine integ-

rity from me" (Job 27:5). Though he had

lost almost everything he valued— his

family, his friends, his health, his

wealth— he refused to give up his integ-

rity. In sharp contrast, many today trade

away their integrity for a very small price

tag. A person who shoplifts for a candy

bar, makeup, or jewelry trades priceless

integrity for a meager gain. A person

who falsifies a tax return by not reporting


