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The Lord said that when we read the

revelations to one another, by His power
we "can testify that you have heard my
voice, and know my words" (D&C
18:36).

These things are the true measure of

our progress. Far more important than

counting things we can see are those

spiritual things we can feel. "Search the

scriptures," the Lord has told us, "for . .

.

they are they which testify of me" (John

5:39).

I reverently give thanks to the Lord
for the revelations, the scriptures, the

standard works which He has given to us

in our generation. These are the hand-

book for the priesthood. For you young
men of the Aaronic Priesthood and you
brethren of the Melchizedek Priesthood, I

bear witness that He lives and that they

do testify of Him. And I testify of Him,
in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have heard from Elder Boyd K.
Packer of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles.

Bishop Robert D. Hales, Presiding

Bishop of the Church, will now speak to

us.

Bishop Robert D. Hales

My dear brethren, I appreciate the

opportunity of speaking this evening as a

bishop. I would like to talk about the

Aaronic Priesthood— first, what it is not.

It is not an activity, and it is not a priest-

hood in which we advance because of

age. We are advanced in the priesthood

because of worthiness.

Now let us discuss what the Aaronic
Priesthood is.

We prepare now to live with God

The Aaronic Priesthood years are a

preparatory period of our lives when we
prepare ourselves in this earth life to be

worthy to return with honor to the pres-

ence of our Heavenly Father.

We cannot remember that we once
lived with our Heavenly Father and Jesus

Christ and that we probably sat in meet-

ings much like this, where the Father's

plan for us was explained. We cannot re-

member that Lucifer, a son of God the

Father, a brother of Jesus Christ, rebelled

against God's plan and, in his rebellion,

promised he would bring us all back
home. But Lucifer would have denied us

our agency, the freedom to make deci-

sions. We cannot remember that his plan

was not accepted by us because, without

choice, there would not have been a pur-

pose for coming to this mortal probation.

We would not have had opposition or re-

pentance. We would not have learned

obedience.

So we chose not to go with Lucifer

because if we had, we never would have
been able to progress in earth life with

our objective of returning back into the

presence of our Heavenly Father.

All of us on earth are winners be-

cause we chose to come to this mortal

probation, which Alma described as a

preparatory state (see Alma 12:24, 26;

34:32; 42:10, 13).

Understanding these concepts will

give us eternal perspective when we have
important choices to make.

"Return with Honor"

As a young man, I had an opportu-

nity to serve in the U.S. Air Force as a

jet-fighter pilot. Each unit in our squad-

ron had a motto that would inspire its

efforts. Our unit motto— displayed on
the side of our aircraft—was "Return
with Honor." This motto was a constant

reminder to us of our determination to re-

turn to our home base with honor only

after having expended all of our efforts to

successfully complete every aspect of our
mission.
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This same motto, "Return with

Honor," can be applied to each of us in

our eternal plan of progression. Having
lived with our Heavenly Father and hav-

ing come to earth life, we must have de-

termination to return with honor to our

heavenly home.
How do we return to our Heavenly

Father with honor?

Just as aircraft pilots must obey cer-

tain rules in order to avoid disaster, there

are laws, ordinances, and covenants we
must understand and obey as we go
through this earthly life— this prepara-

tory period— if we are to reach our goal

of eternal life.

The preparatory gospel is that im-

portant part of the total gospel plan

which gives us an opportunity to prepare

ourselves for greater service, receiving

the ordinances of the holy temple, and

gaining eternal life.

Prepare with faith and obedience

The fourth article of faith outlines

the first principles and ordinances of the

gospel. They are:

"First, Faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ; second, Repentance; third, Bap-
tism by immersion for the remission of

sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the

gift of the Holy Ghost."

Elder Bruce R. McConkie, a man of

great faith, said, "Faith is a gift of God
bestowed as a reward for personal righ-

teousness. . . . The greater the measure
of obedience to God's laws the greater

will be the endowment of [the gift of]

faith" (Mormon Doctrine, 2d ed. [Salt

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1966], p. 264).

In other words, obedience to the

laws and ordinances of the gospel is es-

sential to obtain faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ.

The Doctrine and Covenants

stresses this very important point of obe-

dience in a very simple way. The Lord

says: "Keep my commandments continu-

ally. . . . And except thou do this, where

I am you cannot come" (D&C 25:15).

The Lord tells us plainly, "If ye love

me, keep my commandments" (John

14:15).

Knowledge and practice beforehand

In pilot training, we spent hours in a

training device that simulated real flight.

There an instructor would teach us about

emergencies which could occur when fly-

ing a jet-fighter at the speed of sound.

For each emergency, we were taught the

procedures for avoiding disaster. We
would practice each procedure over and
over so that when a real emergency
came, we would have developed what
was called an automatic, or conditioned,

response. We would know exactly what
to do if the fire-warning light lit up or the

panel indicated some other technical fail-

ure in the airplane. We would even pre-

determine the safe altitude at which we
would bail out if the plane were on fire or

out of control.

This training process can be com-
pared to the lessons we learn in our
homes and in the quorums of the Aaronic
Priesthood— the preparatory period of

our lives.

We are here at priesthood meeting
this evening to learn those things which
are necessary to prepare us to be strong

and dedicated priesthood holders. We are

preparing ourselves to take on higher

laws and covenants such as obedience,

sacrifice, service, chastity, and consecra-

tion of our time and talents. Why do we
do this? We should learn this before we
go to the temple, brethren, because after-

ward it will help each of us to be valiant

missionaries, caring eternal companions,
and devoted fathers. We are preparing to

return with honor to the presence of our

Heavenly Father along with our entire

families.

Following is an incident that illus-

trates what could happen if we do not use

this preparatory time wisely.

Those who do not prepare

I had a dear friend, an all-American

football player. His team earned the op-



BISHOP ROBERT D. HALES 53

portunity to play in a New Year's Day
bowl game. Before 100,000 spectators

and a large TV audience, his team lost by
a huge score. It turned out that he and the

other members of his team had not kept

the training rules that their coach had
tried to teach them. They paid a dear

price. They had to live with the conse-

quences of knowing they were not pre-

pared to play the big game; they had to

live with the final, very embarrassing

score.

Years passed. Two members of this

same football team were in my flight-

training unit. One was an exemplary,
well-disciplined student—a model pilot

who had learned his lesson well from the

failure in the bowl game.
However, the other friend had not

learned to listen to those with more
knowledge and more experience. When it

came time for him to go to the trainer to

learn emergency procedures and to pre-

condition his mental and physical respon-

ses so that they would be automatic, even
instantaneous, this ail-American would
put his arm around the instructor and say,

"Check me off for three hours of emer-
gency procedure." Then, instead of train-

ing, he would go to the swimming pool,

pistol range, or golf course. Later in the

training the instructor said to him, "What
are you going to do when there is an

emergency and you are not prepared?"

His answer, "I am never going to bail

out; I am never going to have an emer-
gency." He never learned the emergency
procedures which he should have mas-
tered in preparatory training.

A few months later, on an evening
mission, fire erupted in the quiet sky
over Texas. The fire-warning light lit up.

When the plane dropped to 5,000 feet in

flames, the young pilot who was with
him said, "Let's get out of here." And,
with centrifugal force pulling against

him, the young man who took his train-

ing seriously struggled to get out of the

airplane and bailed out. His parachute

opened at once. And he slammed to the

ground. He received serious injuries but

survived.

My friend who had not felt the need
to train stayed with the airplane and died

in the crash. He paid the price for not

having learned the lessons that could

have saved his life.

The fire-warning lights in life

When fire-warning lights come on
in our lives, our eternal progress may be

blocked, the price we pay for neglecting

the warning. If we ignore the warning
lights in our lives, we may not return

with honor.

Fire-warning lights of a personal na-

ture are activated for many reasons. For

example, the use of alcohol, tobacco,

and drugs should turn on warning lights

because, when we choose to use these

substances, we become slaves; our

agency is limited. We must be prepared

with a conditioned response to reject

them— they are harmful agents— or we
will jeopardize our right to have the spirit

guide us and direct us and our ability to

return to our Heavenly Father with honor.

Choosing and being true friends

Sometimes choosing good friends is

difficult, but the important choices we
make in our lives are influenced by
our friends. We cannot excuse our con-

duct because of the actions of our friends

or because of the pressure they place

upon us.

Do you know how to recognize a

true friend? A real friend loves us and

protects us.

In recognizing a true friend, we
must look for two important elements in

that friendship:

A true friend makes it easier for us

to live the gospel by being around him.

Similarly, a true friend does not

make us choose between his way and the

Lord's way. A true friend will help us

return with honor.

By applying these two fundamental

principles to our selection of friends,

we can determine what kind of friends

we will have and what kind of friend we
will be.

As Aaronic Priesthood holders,

what kind of friend are we? Are we the

type of friend who always makes sure
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that those around us know it will be
easier for them to live gospel principles,

such as the Word of Wisdom or the law
of chastity, when they are with us? Do
our friends know that they will never

have to choose between what we want
them to do and what the Lord would have
them do?

There is nothing more heartbreaking

to a bishop or a parent than to have a

young woman say the young man she

loved and trusted most told her that if she

really loved him, she would prove it by
violating with him sacred laws of moral-

ity. May we this evening resolve that

when fire-warning lights of this nature

come on in our lives, we will have
made up our minds to do the right

thing— to remember who we are and to

act accordingly.

Aaronic Priesthood responsibilities

Learning your Aaronic Priesthood

responsibilities well is like the experience

of a student pilot when he is in the

trainer. The Aaronic Priesthood holder

should be preconditioned with an auto-

matic response to keep gospel standards.

He will know what his response is going
to be, and the adversary will not triumph

over him because he will have precondi-

tioned himself to keep the command-
ments even when he is under stress.

I hope that Aaronic Priesthood hold-

ers can understand the importance of

preparing, blessing, and passing the sac-

rament to the members of the Church. It

is so important that we do so with clean

hands and a pure heart. It is so important

that the young men with whom we serve

in the Aaronic Priesthood know we are

doing so worthily and that every member
in the congregation can look toward the

sacrament table and trust that the mem-
bers of the priesthood are worthy to per-

form the ordinances of the Lord.

The covenants of the sacrament

Each Sunday, as we participate in

the sacred ordinance of the sacrament,

we promise three things as the blessings

over the bread and water are given by a

priest. In the prayer, the voice of the

priest at the table is for all in the room so

that each of us can renew our covenants.

First, we promise that we will al-

ways remember our Savior, Jesus Christ,

and his atoning sacrifice for us.

Second, we take upon us once again

the name of Jesus Christ, allowing us to

renew our baptismal covenant.

Third, we promise that we will keep
his commandments, renewing our cove-

nants of obedience (see D&C 20:77-79).
If we keep these three promises, we

are given one of the greatest blessings

that can be bestowed upon us: that we
will have his Spirit to be with us always,

meaning that we will have the Holy
Ghost in our lives to guide us and protect

us and direct us each day.

The reason why we come to sacra-

ment meeting each week is to renew
these covenants so that we can have his

spirit to be with us and remain on the

strait and narrow path that leads us to

eternal life— to return with honor (see

2 Nephi 31:17-21).

We must do all the Father asks

I have stressed the importance of

obedience. However, as important as

obedience is, sometimes people are de-

ceived and choose to be selectively obe-

dient. A young man may recognize that

he must be obedient, yet selectively do

only part of what he is commanded to do.

The Lord tells us in 2 Nephi the

following:

"Yea, and there shall be many
which shall say: Eat, drink, and be

merry, for tomorrow we die; and it shall

be well with us.

"And there shall also be many
which shall say: Eat, drink, and be

merry; nevertheless, fear God— he will

justify in committing a little sin; yea, lie

a little, take the advantage of one be-

cause of his words, dig a pit for thy

neighbor; there is no harm in this; and do

all these things, for tomorrow we die;

and if it so be that we are guilty, God
will beat us with a few stripes, and at last
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we shall be saved in the kingdom of

God" (2 Nephi 28:7-8).

My brethren, this is deception, as

the Lord has taught us. Wickedness—not
even a little wickedness— never was hap-

piness (see Alma 41:10). And it never

will be. Wickedness prevents us from
returning with honor to our Father in

Heaven.
Remember, the Lord told us: "Keep

my commandments continually, . . . And
except thou do this, where I am you can-

not come" (D&C 25:15).

Obedience brings great blessings

Many young men enter the mission

field having made great sacrifices. They
may have had to postpone athletic, artis-

tic, scholarship, and career plans. There
may be great financial sacrifice on the

part of the family. They may have even
left a young lady whom they loved dearly

and whom they may lose to some other

young man who comes home from the

mission field first.

But no matter how much an individ-

ual or family may sacrifice for a mission

or anything else, unless missionaries

choose obedience, consecrating all of

their time, talents, and resources in the

service of the Lord while they are in the

mission field, they cannot fully realize all

the great blessings the Lord has in store

for them. But it will be much more effec-

tive if they learn to be obedient before

they go to the mission field.

In order to return with honor, we
need the Spirit of the Holy Ghost to be

with us each day. You who hold the

Aaronic Priesthood, be obedient and ex-

ercise your free agency righteously. Be
worthy and be prepared to perform your
calling well.

As a father, I put my arms around
each of my boys as they left to serve their

missions and whispered in their ears,

"Return with honor." I can picture our

Father in Heaven putting his arms around

each of us as we left his presence and
whispering, "Return with honor."

That we will remember who we are

and be obedient to the commandments of

the Lord and return with honor into the

presence of our Heavenly Father with our

families is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have appreciated that excellent

address by Bishop Robert D. Hales, Pre-

siding Bishop of the Church.

It will now be our opportunity to

hear first from Elder Kenneth Johnson

and then from Elder Clinton L. Cutler,

sustained this afternoon as members of

the Seventy.

Elder Johnson calls England his

home, and Brother Cutler is currently

serving as the president of the Washing-
ton Seattle Mission.

Elder Kenneth Johnson

I know that this life is the time for

men to prepare to meet God. I just didn't

plan to be this close so early.

The invitations in our lives

As I collect my thoughts in this new
assignment, they go to my peer group—
the young men of the Church. I think

back just a few years when I was sixteen

years old and a printing apprentice. A
fellow apprentice was totally engrossed

in motorcycles. In those days we rode

British motorcycles, and he had an

AJS-350.
One sunny summer's day, he said to

me, "Would you like to come for a ride

on my motorcycle?" That seemed to be a

good idea. In those days we didn't wear
any protective clothing, and, thus very

lightly clad, I became the passenger on
his motorcycle. He weaved through the

streets of Norwich and then came to a

long, straight road. He leaned back and
said to me, "Have you ever traveled at

one hundred miles an hour?"

I said, "No."


