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Saturday, March 31

GENERAL CONFERENCE
First Day

He said, "Well, you're going to."

I said, "We don't have to."

He began to rev the motorcycle, and
the motorcycle roared forward. The skin

on my face pulled tight, and the clothing

blew as we went past ninety-eight to one
hundred miles an hour. I determined that

day that never again would I let some-
body else control my life.

Invitations to come unto Christ

Young men, make sure that every

invitation you extend and every invitation

you receive is an invitation to come unto

Christ.

In 1959 I received that invitation. I

did not even know of this, The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. At a

dance I met a young lady who was raised

in the gospel. I was attracted to her. She
said to me, "You know, I could never

consider marrying you unless it were in

the temple." I responded to that invita-

tion and was taught the gospel. She is

now my eternal companion. I will ever

be grateful that was the invitation she

extended to me, for it has transformed

my life.

We have one child, a son. We got

such a good one the first time we were
not blessed with any more. And I have

seen him grow through the covenants of

the Lord. I walked with him through the

temple. I saw him serve a mission. I

look forward to July when he takes his

chosen companion to the temple. The
way he has lived has caused me to come
unto Christ.

Young men, you have a great power
within you to do that. Let me say to you
that more sacred to me than this call, and

I cannot fully express how sacred it is,

are the covenants that preceded it and
that will extend beyond it, for they seal

to me those things most precious and sa-

cred in my life.

The British Isles are full of young
men and young women who will play a

significant part in the forwarding of this

great work in a way that no one else

could. I know that they will do this if

they respond to an invitation to come
unto Christ.

Like Jacob of old, having received

my errand from the Lord, I will magnify

my office unto him, taking upon me the

responsibility, answering the sins of the

people on my own head if I do not teach

them the word of God in all diligence

(see Jacob 1:17-19).

I know that Jesus lives, that he is the

Christ, and that he leads this church. I

have come to know these things because

so many good people have extended to

me the invitation through my life to come
unto him, and this I have tried to do. I

express these feelings in the sacred and

holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder Clinton L. Cutler

Memories from childhood

My dear brethren, these past few
days I have taken a stroll down memory
lane. I went back forty-seven years ago
in my memory to this sacred building

where, as a deacon, members of my quo-

rum and I rode the bus from Midvale to

attend general conference. In those days

during the war years of World War II, we
could arrive here at ten minutes to the

hour and still have a seat. I remember the

feelings we had in those years, as the

Brethren didn't enter the pulpit area from
the rear; they would walk up the aisles. I

recall one Sunday that as we stood out-

side, a big, tall brother entered through

the little gate on the east of Temple
Square. It was President George Albert

Smith, then serving as President of the

Quorum of the Twelve. He walked up to

us and visited with us and patted us on

the shoulder. I have never forgotten the

feelings I had when an Apostle of the

Lord took the time to talk to four deacons

in from the farm.
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Over those intervening years as I

have taken that stroll down memory
lane, I have listed the many miracles

that have occurred in my life and that I

have witnessed. My thoughts go out in

gratitude to that loving Father, the Father

of us all, who stands with arms out-

stretched, cheering us on, asking us to

come home to him and to his beloved

Son, our Savior.

I think of all those choice souls: my
mother, who at eighty-one still is the

pacesetter in our family as she leads the

way for her children to follow; teachers;

advisers; and many dear associates over

those many years.

The great joy of the Lord's word

It is more apparent to me now than

ever that, as Alma of old declared, the

word of the Lord and the preaching of his

word has a greater tendency to lead the

people to do that which is just. It has a

more powerful effect than even the sword
or anything else (see Alma 31:5). This I

have seen in the lives of those choice

missionaries that I have had the privilege

the past almost-three years to serve

with— additional sons and daughters

added to our family circle, sons and
daughters that Sister Cutler and I love

with all our hearts. I have seen that mir-

acle happen over and over again as the

word of the Lord is taught to his children

and those of his flock who hear his voice

and have a change of heart and come
unto him.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is true. It

is the greatest joy, the only pure joy, we

have in this life. As we embrace it and all

things we hold dear— families, loved

ones— all else is wrapped in that great

package of love from a Father on high

who loves us.

I conclude with a testimony I heard

this past week from three recent converts

who bore their testimonies with tears in

their eyes for the knowledge they have

gained in just a few short months. They
testified that Heavenly Father does live,

that he cares, that Jesus is the Christ and
that, yes, they have a road map and a

pattern to follow, and it is contained in

the Book of Mormon— that blueprint

given to bring them safely home. They
testified that Joseph Smith is the Prophet

of this dispensation and that today, stand-

ing as the mouthpiece of the Lord, is

President Ezra Taft Benson. I join with

them in this testimony, for I know it all

to be true with all my heart because of

the life and the blessings that I have been

granted. I bear you this testimony in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Elders

Kenneth Johnson and Clinton L. Cutler

of the Seventy.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "High on the Moun-
tain Top," following which we shall hear

from Elder Malcolm S. Jeppsen of the

Seventy.

The choir and congregation sang

"High on the Mountain Top."

Elder Malcolm S. Jeppsen

A year ago when I was called as a

Seventy, a nonmember patient of mine
asked me an interesting question. She
wanted to know if a Seventy was higher

or lower in the Mormon Church than a

bishop. When I asked her why she would
ask such a question, she replied that she

was interested to know just what I'd be
doing. She said she understood that in

the Mormon Church, every calling from

a bishop on down was all work, and

everyone from a bishop on up was all

talk. This may be the reason for my
wanting to talk, tonight, to you Aaronic

Priesthood brethren.

The example of Sneaky

Many of you during your lifetime

have had a pet that may have come to a


