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GENERAL CONFERENCE
Second Day

"For thus saith the Lord— I, the

Lord, am merciful and gracious unto

those who fear me, and delight to honor

those who serve me in righteousness and
in truth unto the end.

"Great shall be their reward and
eternal shall be their glory" (D&C
76:5-6; italics added).

Of these things I bear witness as I

testify that God our Eternal Father lives,

that He is a God of mercy, that His Son

gave His life in a great merciful atone-

ment for each of us, and that we shall be

the beneficiaries of that mercy as we ex-

tend it to others, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The choir sang "God's Daily Care."

Elder Lloyd P. George offered the

benediction.

SECOND DAY
AFTERNOON SESSION

The fifth session of the 160th An-
nual General Conference commenced at

2:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 1, 1990.

President Ezra Taft Benson presided, and
President Thomas S. Monson, Second
Counselor in the First Presidency, con-

ducted this session.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music, with Jerold Ottley conducting and
Robert Cundick at the organ.

President Monson made the follow-

ing remarks as the meeting began:

President Thomas S. Monson

President Ezra Taft Benson, who
has presided at all sessions of this confer-

ence, has asked that I conduct this fifth

and concluding session of the 160th An-
nual General Conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We extend a sincere welcome to all

assembled in the Tabernacle and to those

seated in the Assembly Hall, where El-

ders Russell M. Nelson and Vaughn J.

Featherstone and Bishop Glenn L. Pace

are seated on the stand.

We send also our greetings and
blessings to members of the Church and

many friends everywhere who are partici-

pating in these proceedings by radio,

television, cable, or by satellite transmis-

sion.

The Tabernacle Choir, directed by
Jerold Ottley and accompanied by Robert

Cundick, will begin this service by sing-

ing "Great Is the Lord."

The invocation will be offered by
Elder Glen L. Rudd of the Seventy.

The choir sang "Great Is the Lord."

Elder Glen L. Rudd offered the in-

vocation.

President Monson

The choir will now sing "Of the

Father's Love Begotten."

Following the singing, Elder Dallin

H. Oaks of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles will be our first speaker.

The choir sang "Of the Father's

Love Begotten."

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Some years ago, an acquaintance of

mine who was moving to Washington,

D.C., went to the district offices to take

the driver's license examination. He had

to fill out a form that asked for his busi-

ness address and his occupation. He had



ELDER DALLIN H. OAKS 91

just been appointed a justice of the

United States Supreme Court, so he used

that as his business address. In the blank

marked "occupation" he wrote the word
justice. The person at the counter exam-
ined this answer, frowned, and said,

"Justice? Justice! Well, I guess that's all

right. Last week a fellow wrote peace.
"

The occupation of peace

Each of us should pursue the occu-

pation of "peace." But what is peace, and
how do we seek it?

Many think of peace as the absence

of war. Everyone wants that kind of

peace. Songs celebrate it, and bumper
stickers proclaim it.

Many good people promote peace
by opposing war. They advocate laws

or treaties to abolish war, to require dis-

armament, or to reduce armed forces.

Those methods may reduce the like-

lihood or the costs of war. But opposition

to war cannot ensure peace, because
peace is more than the absence of war.

For over fifty years, I have heard

the leaders of this church preach that

peace can only come through the gospel

of Jesus Christ. I am coming to under-

stand why.

Peace is the opposite of war

The peace the gospel brings is not

just the absence of war. It is the opposite

of war. Gospel peace is the opposite of

any conflict, armed or unarmed. It is the

opposite of national or ethnic hostilities,

of civil or family strife.

In the midst of World War I, Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith declared:

"For years it has been held that

peace comes only by preparation for war;

the present conflict should prove that

peace comes only by preparing for

peace, through training the people in

righteousness and justice, and selecting

rulers who respect the righteous will of

the people. . . .

"There is only one thing that can
bring peace into the world. It is the adop-
tion of the gospel of Jesus Christ, rightly

understood, obeyed and practiced by rul-

ers and people alike" {Improvement Era,

Sept. 1914, pp. 1074-75).

A generation later, during the sav-

age hostilities of World War II, President

David O. McKay declared:

"Peace will come and be maintained

only through the triumph of the prin-

ciples of peace, and by the consequent

subjection of the enemies ofpeace, which
are hatred, envy, ill-gotten gain, the ex-

ercise of unrighteous dominion of men.
Yielding to these evils brings misery to

the individual, unhappiness to the home,
war among nations" {Gospel Ideals [Salt

Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1953],

p. 280).

Peace comes from the Lord

Such has been the message of the

prophets in all ages. Referring to the first

families of the earth, Moses wrote, "And
in those days Satan had great dominion

among men, and raged in their hearts;

and from thenceforth came wars and

bloodshed" (Moses 6:15).

In his own day, Moses gave the

Lord's promise to the children of Israel:

"If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my
commandments, ... I will give peace in

the land, . . . neither shall the sword go
through your land" (Leviticus 26:3, 6).

Throughout the Book of Mormon,
the Lord declares, "Inasmuch as ye shall

keep my commandments ye shall prosper

in the land" (2 Nephi 1:20).

War is rooted in wickedness

As we seek to understand the causes

of wars, persecutions, and civil strife, we
can see that they are almost always

rooted in wickedness.

The mass-murders of the twentieth

century are among the bloodiest crimes

ever committed against humanity. We
can hardly comprehend the magnitude of

the Nazi holocaust murders of over five

million Jews in Europe, Stalin's purges

and labor camps that killed five to ten

million in the Soviet Union, and the two
to three million noncombatants who were
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killed or who died of hunger in the

Biafran War (see Isidor Walliman and
Michael N. Dobkowski, eds., Genocide

and the Modern Age [New York: Green-

wood Press, 1987], p. 46; The Nation,

6 Mar. 1989, p. 294; 7/14 Aug. 1989,

p. 154).

All of these slaughters, and others

like them, were rooted in the ancient

wickedness Satan taught— that a man
could murder to get gain (see Moses
5:30-31). The mass-murderers of this

century killed to acquire property and to

secure power over others.

Through the prophet Moses, the

Lord God of Israel commanded:
"Thou shalt not kill.

"Thou shalt not commit adultery.

"Thou shalt not steal.

"Thou shalt not bear false wit-

ness

"Thou shalt not covet" (Exodus
20:13-17).

Obedience to these commandments,
which are the bedrock moral foundation

for all Christians and Jews, would have
prevented the greatest tragedies of this

century.

"All are alike unto God"

We still live in a time of turmoil.

There are wars between some nations,

armed conflicts within others, and violent

controversies in most. People are killed

every day in some places, and hatred is

practiced in many more. Peace is a vic-

tim everywhere.

If only we could heed the call of the

Lord God of Israel, "Come unto me all

ye ends of the earth" (2 Nephi 26:25). As
the Book of Mormon teaches, he has cre-

ated all flesh, "and the one being is as

precious in his sight as the other" (Jacob

2:21). He has given salvation "free for all

men" (2 Nephi 26:27), and "all men are

privileged the one like unto the other,

and none are forbidden" (26:28).

"And he inviteth [all men] to come
unto him and partake of his goodness;

and he denieth none that come unto him,

black and white, bond and free, male and

female; and he remembereth the heathen;

and all are alike unto God" (2 Nephi
26:33).

The blessings of the gospel are uni-

versal, and so is the formula for peace:

keep the commandments of God. War
and conflict are the result of wickedness;

peace is the product of righteousness.

We are still far from peace

During the past year we have seen

revolutionary changes in the govern-

ments of many nations. We are gratified

that in most nations these changes have

been accomplished without war or blood-

shed. Nevertheless, we are far from se-

curing peace in these nations or in any
others throughout the world.

Many take comfort from the Old
Testament prophecy that nations will

"beat their swords into plowshares, and

their spears into pruninghooks" (Micah
4:3). But this prophecy only applies to

that time of peace which follows the time

when the God of Jacob "will teach us of

his ways, and we will walk in his paths"

(4:2).

For now, we have wars and con-

flicts, and everywhere they are rooted in

violations of the commandments of God.
The leaders of some nations have

systematically murdered their opposition.

Persons in power in some nations

have stolen public and private property

so they could live in luxury. At the same
time, they have neglected the most basic

needs of the hungry and homeless among
their people.

Some private citizens have pro-

moted poverty by stealing, by corrupting

public officials, and by oppressing the

poor and defenseless.

Just across the borders of some na-

tions are the wretched camps of refugees

whose suffering circumstances are also

traceable to man's inability to keep the

commandments of God.
The moral climate in some nations

is reminiscent of the prophet Ezekiel's

description of "the bloody city" of Jeru-

salem:

"Her princes in the midst thereof are

like wolves ravening the prey, to shed
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blood, and to destroy souls, to get

dishonest gain. . . .

"The people of the land have used
oppression, and exercised robbery, and
have vexed the poor and needy" (Ezekiel

22:27, 29).

Peace comes through righteousness

Democracy does not ensure peace.

When a nation is governed according to

the voice of its people, its actions will

mirror the righteousness or wickedness of

its people.

We cannot have peace among na-

tions without achieving general righ-

teousness among the people who
comprise them. Elder John A. Widtsoe
said:

"The only way to build a peaceful

community is to build men and women
who are lovers and makers of peace.

Each individual, by that doctrine of

Christ and His Church, holds in his own
hands the peace of the world.

"That makes me responsible for the

peace of the world, and makes you indi-

vidually responsible for the peace of the

world. The responsibility cannot be
shifted to someone else. It cannot be
placed upon the shoulders of Congress or

Parliament, or any other organization of

men with governing authority" (in Con-
ference Report, Oct. 1943, p. 113).

If citizens do not have a basic good-
ness to govern their actions toward one
another, we can never achieve peace in

the world. One nation's greed, hatred, or

desire for power over another is simply a

reflection of the greeds, hatreds, and
selfish desires of individuals within that

nation.

Conversely, each citizen furthers the

cause of world peace when he or she

keeps the commandments of God and
lives at peace with family and neighbors.

Such citizens are living the prayer ex-

pressed in the words of a popular song,

"Let there be peace on earth, and let it

begin with me" (Sy Miller and Jill

Jackson, "Let There Be Peace on
Earth").

The Savior and his Apostles had no
program for world peace other than indi-

vidual righteousness. They mounted no
opposition to the rule of Rome or to the

regime of its local tyrants. They preached

individual righteousness and taught that

the children of God should love their

enemies (see Matthew 5:44) and "live

peaceably with all men" (Romans 12:18).

Recent history reminds us that

people who continue to hate one another

after a war will have another war,

whereas the victor and vanquished who
forgive one another will share peace and

prosperity.

Peace comes from loving others

Our Church members demonstrated

the healing and pacifying power of love

in their shipment of food and clothing to

relieve the suffering of the German
Saints just after World War II. U.S.

President Harry S. Truman was amazed
when President George Albert Smith told

him the supplies would not be sold. "You
don't mean you are going to give it to

them?" he exclaimed.

President Smith replied simply,

"They are our brothers and sisters and are

in distress" (in Edward L. Kimball and
Andrew E. Kimball, Jr., Spencer W.
Kimball [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,

1977], p. 222).

A few months later, Elder Ezra Taft

Benson saw a German member in tears

as he ran his fingers through a container

of cracked wheat and whispered,

"Brother Benson, it is hard for me to be-

lieve that people who have never seen us

could do so much for us" (in Sheri L.

Dew, Ezra Taft Benson [Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Co., 1987], p. 219).

Each person can promote peace

What can one person do to promote
world peace? The answer is simple: keep

God's commandments and serve his chil-

dren.

A bishop who seeks to heal a

troubled marriage or resolve a personal

controversy is working for peace. So is a

victim of abuse who is conscientiously
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working on the long process of forgiving

the transgressor.

Young men and women contribute

to peace when they forgo the temporary
pleasure of self-gratifying activities and
involve themselves in service projects and
other acts of kindness.

The most powerful workers for

peace may be faithful mothers and fa-

thers. Some of the most terrible crimes

committed against humanity are the acts

of persons who have been scarred and
twisted by the sins of others— often their

own parents or others who cared for

them. Parents who lovingly care for their

own children or shelter foster children

and raise them in righteousness are work-
ing for peace. So are parents who teach

their children in the way King Benjamin
counseled, to forgo conflicts and "to love

one another, and to serve one another"

(Mosiah 4:15).

Persons who seek to reduce human
suffering and persons who work to pro-

mote understanding among different

peoples are also important workers for

peace.

An effort of reconciliation

A personal act of kindness or recon-

ciliation also has an impact for peace.

Lincoln's biographer described such an
act. A Union officer applied to his com-
mander-in-chief for permission to leave

his regiment to attend to the burial of his

wife. Lincoln gruffly refused. Another
battle was imminent, and every officer

was needed. The next morning President

Lincoln reconsidered and granted the re-

quest. He went to the room of the griev-

ing man, took his hand, and said:

"My dear Colonel, I was a brute last

night. I have no excuse to offer. I was
weary to the last extent; but I had no
right to treat a man with rudeness who
had offered his life for his country, much
more a man who came to me in great

affliction. I have had a regretful night,

and come now to beg your forgiveness"

(Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln, The

War Years, 4 vols. [New York: Harcourt,

Brace, and Co., 1939], 1:514).

Missionaries work for peace

Our missionaries, young men and
women and older couples, are workers
for world peace. So are the faithful souls

who support them.
Like the church that sends them

forth, our missionaries have no political

agenda and no specific program for dis-

armament or reduction of forces. They
circulate no petitions, advocate no legis-

lation, support no candidates. They are

the Lord's servants, and his program for

world peace depends on righteousness,

not rhetoric. His methods involve repen-

tance and reformation, not placards and
picketing.

By preaching righteousness, our

missionaries seek to treat the causes of

war. They preach repentance from per-

sonal corruption, greed, and oppression

because only by individual reformation

can we overcome corruption and oppres-

sion by groups or nations. By inviting all

to repent and come unto Christ, our mis-

sionaries are working for peace in this

world by changing the hearts and behav-

ior of individual men and women.
In The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, we follow the formula

prescribed by the prophet-king Benja-

min. He taught that those who receive a

remission of their sins through the atone-

ment of Christ are filled with the love of

God and the knowledge of that which is

just and true. That kind of person "will

not have a mind to injure one another,

but to live peaceably" with all people

(Mosiah 4:13).

That is our method, and salvation

and peace for all mankind is our goal.

Jesus Christ is our Savior. He has

taught us the way to live. Ifwe follow him
and have goodwill toward all men, we can

have peace on earth.

May God bless all of us in that great

effort, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.


