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That the glow of your being out-

shines every star . . .

And on a clear day . . .

You can see forever and ever

more.
[Alan Jay Lerner, "On a Clear
Day" (Chappell and Co., 1965)]

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen!

The chorus sang "Come, Ye
Thankful People" without announce-
ment.

President Hinckley

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the

Council of the Twelve has just

addressed us, following which the

Mormon Youth Chorus sang "Come,
Ye Thankful People."

President Howard W. Hunter,
President of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will be our concluding
speaker for this session.

President Howard W. Hunter

Is not this Joseph's son?

In his beloved Galilee, that famil-

iar, favored home region of Jesus, the

Son of God performed not only his first

recorded miracle but went on to per-

form many great miracles that surely

must have astonished and awed the

people of Galilee who saw them. He
healed a leper, cured the servant of a

centurion, stilled a tempest, cast out
devils, healed a paralytic, opened the

eyes of the blind, and restored a young
woman to life who had died.

Most of the people of his home
region would not truly believe. "Is not
this Joseph's son?" they asked of Jesus,

refusing to acknowledge his divine heri-

tage (Luke 4:22). Jesus wept over these

people who should have known better.

Because of their skepticism and unbe-
lief and refusal to repent, he upbraided
the cities where most of his mighty
works had been done. In severely criti-

cizing and finding fault with the wicked
cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and
Capernaum, he said:

"For if the mighty works, which
have been done in thee, had been done
in Sodom, it would have remained until

this day.

"But I say unto you, That it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in

the day of judgment, than for thee"
(Matthew 11:23-24).

Come unto me

While anguishing over the wicked-
ness and lack of faith among so many in

his home area, the Savior voiced his

prayer of gratitude for the humble and
plain people who did hear his teachings

and did believe. These lowly learners

needed him, and they needed his

message. They demonstrated that the

humble, the needy, and the sorrowing
would hear the word of God and cherish

it. With reassurance to these new be-

lievers and concern for those not choos-

ing to follow him, Christ issued a

profound invitation in what Elder
James E. Talmage has appropriately

called "one of the grandest outpourings
of spiritual emotion known to man"
(Jesus the Christ, 3rd ed. [Salt Lake City:

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, 1916], p. 258). These are the

words of the Master used in making this

appeal:

"Come unto me, all ye that labour

and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn

of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:

and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my bur-

den is light" (Matthew 11:28-30).

This invitation and promise is one
of the most oft-quoted of all scripture
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and has been of untold comfort and
reassurance to millions. Yet there were
those among his hearers that day whose
vision was so limited that they could see

only a carpenter's son speaking of a

wooden yoke— a yoke which, from time
to time, he had undoubtedly hewn and
shaped from heavy wooden timbers for

the oxen of these same men who were
listening.

Elder Talmage added, "He invited

them from drudgery to pleasant service;

from the well-nigh unbearable burdens
of ecclesiastical exactions and tradi-

tional formalism, to the liberty of truly

spiritual worship; from slavery to free-

dom; but they would not" (Jesus the

Christ, p. 259).

Here was a prophetic appeal and
magnificent promise to a troubled
people facing great peril, but they could
not understand it. He knew what lay

ahead for them even if they did not, and
he was inviting them to come unto him
to find rest and safety for their troubled
souls. Had he not already shown them
that he could give rest to those who
labored with profound illness and dis-

ease? Had he not already relieved the

burden of those who were heavily laden
with sin and the cares of the world? Had
he not already raised one from the
dead, proving that he possessed the di-

vine power to relieve even that greatest

of all universal burdens? And yet most
would still not "come unto [him]."

Jesus can ease our burdens

Unfortunately, a refusal to accept
his miracles and his glorious invitation

is still seen today. This marvelous offer

of assistance extended by the Son of

God himself was not restricted to the
Galileans of his day. This call to shoul-

der his easy yoke and accept his light

burden is not limited to bygone genera-
tions. It was and is a universal appeal to

all people, to all cities and nations, to

every man, woman, and child every-

where.
In our own great times of need

we must not leave unrecognized this un-

failing answer to the cares and worries

of our world. Here is the promise of

personal peace and protection. Here is

the power to remit sin in all periods of

time. We, too, must believe that Jesus

Christ possesses the power to ease our
burdens and lighten our loads. We, too,

must come unto him and there receive

rest from our labors.

Of course, obligations go with such
promises. "Take my yoke upon you," he
pleads. In biblical times the yoke was a

device of great assistance to those who
tilled the field. It allowed the strength

of a second animal to be linked and
coupled with the effort of a single ani-

mal, sharing and reducing the heavy
labor of the plow or wagon. A burden
that was overwhelming or perhaps im-

possible for one to bear could be equi-

tably and comfortably borne by two
bound together with a common yoke.

His yoke requires a great and earnest

effort, but for those who truly are con-

verted, the yoke is easy and the burden
becomes light.

Why face life's burdens alone,

Christ asks, or why face them with tem-
poral support that will quickly falter?

To the heavy laden it is Christ's yoke,

it is the power and peace of standing

side by side with a God that will provide

the support, balance, and strength to

meet our challenges and endure our
tasks here in the hardpan field of

mortality.

Obviously, the personal burdens of

life vary from person to person, but
every one of us has them. Furthermore,
each trial in life is tailored to the indi-

vidual's capacities and needs as known
by a loving Father in Heaven. Of course,

some sorrows are brought on by the sins

of a world not following the counsel of

that Father in Heaven. Whatever the

reason, none of us seems to be com-
pletely free from life's challenges. To
one and all, Christ said, in effect: As
long as we all must bear some burden
and shoulder some yoke, why not let it

be mine? My promise to you is that my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light (see

Matthew 11:28-30).
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Learning to be like Jesus

"Learn of me," he continued, "for I

am meek and lowly in heart" (Matthew
11:29). Surely the lessons of history

ought to teach us that pride, haughti-

ness, self-adulation, conceit, and vanity

contain all of the seeds of self-destruc-

tion for individuals, cities, or nations.

The ashes and rubble of Chorazin,

Bethsaida, and Capernaum are the si-

lent witnesses of the Savior's unheeded
warnings to that generation. Once ma-
jestic and powerful cities, they no longer
exist. Would we add our names or the
names of our families to such a list? No,
of course not; but if we would not, we
must be truly meek and lowly. By taking

the yoke of Jesus upon us and feeling

what he felt for the sins of the world, we
learn most deeply of him, and we espe-

cially learn how to be like him.

President Ezra Taft Benson has
said:

"That man is greatest and most
blessed and joyful whose life most
closely approaches the pattern of the
Christ. This has nothing to do with
earthly wealth, power, or prestige. The
only true test of greatness, blessedness,

joyfulness is how close a life can come to

being like the Master, Jesus Christ. He
is the right way, the full truth, and the
abundant life" ("Jesus Christ— Gifts

and Expectations," Ensign, Dec. 1988,

p. 2).

An urgent, pleading call

The call to come unto him has con-
tinued throughout time and is being
renewed in our day. Modern scriptures

are replete with the same invitation. It is

an urgent, pleading call to everyone.

Indeed, the calm but urgent appeal is

still from the Son of God himself. He is,

in fact, the Anointed One, who will lift

the greatest of burdens from the most
heavily laden. The conditions for ob-

taining that assistance are still precisely

the same. We must come unto him and
take his yoke upon us. In meekness and
lowliness, we must learn of him in order

to receive eternal life and exaltation.

May we do so in appreciation for

the loving gift of eternal joy he offers us

I pray— as I leave with you my personal

witness that God our Heavenly Father
lives and that Jesus is the Christ, having
suffered and given his life that we may
have life everlasting— in his holy name,
amen.

President Hinckley

President Howard W. Hunter,
President of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, has just addressed us.

We are grateful to the owners and
operators of the many television and
radio stations and cable and satellite

systems for offering their facilities as a

public service to bring the proceedings
of this conference to a large audience in

many areas of the world.

The Mormon Youth Chorus, who
have sung so beautifully for us in this

session, will now sing "We Thank Thee,
O God, for a Prophet." The benediction
will then be offered by Elder Robert E.

Sackley of the Seventy. The conference
will then be adjourned until two o'clock

this afternoon.

The chorus sang "We Thank Thee,

O God, for a Prophet."
Elder Robert E. Sackley offered

the benediction.

FIRST DAY
AFTERNOON SESSION

The second general session of the

160th Semiannual General Conference
convened in the Tabernacle on Temple

Square in Salt Lake City, Utah, on
Saturday, October 6, 1990, at 2:00 p.m.

President Thomas S. Monson, Second


