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by singing "Saints, Behold How Great
Jehovah." The invocation will then be
offered by Elder F. Enzio Busche of the
Seventy.

The choir sang "Saints, Behold
How Great Jehovah."

Elder F. Enzio Busche offered the
invocation.

President Hinckley

The choir will now sing "Be Not
Afraid," following which Elder L. Tom
Perry of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles will be our first speaker.

The choir sang "Be Not Afraid."

Elder L. Tom Perry

"Be not afraid." Thank you, choir,

for that extra support.

"And inasmuch as my people build

a house unto me in the name of the

Lord, and do not suffer any unclean
thing to come into it, that it be not de-

filed, my glory shall rest upon it;

"Yea, and my presence shall be
there, for I will come into it, and all the

pure in heart that shall come into it shall

see God.
"But if it be defiled I will not come

into it, and my glory shall not be there;

for I will not come into unholy temples"
(D&C 97:15-17).

The attitude of reverence

I want to speak to you today about
reverence. While I believe that rever-

ence is often exhibited through reverent

behaviors, it is not behaviors that con-
cern me now. I want to discuss rever-

ence as an attitude— an attitude of

deepest respect and veneration toward
Deity. Of course, reverent behaviors

follow reverent attitudes, but it is the

attitude of reverence that we need to

cultivate first among our members.
Reverent behaviors without reverent

attitudes are empty of meaning because
they are performed for the praises of

men, not God.
The scriptures remind us con-

stantly of the goodness that is centered
in the heart. Those who put on an
appearance only to receive the honors

of men, but have unclean hearts, are

called hypocrites. It is not enough to

behave reverently; we must feel in our
hearts reverence for our Heavenly
Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Reverence flows from our admiration

and respect for Deity. Those who are

truly reverent are those who have
paid the price to know the glory of the

Father and His Son. As Paul admon-
ished in Hebrews, "Serve God accept-

ably with reverence and godly fear"

(12:28).

The conversion of Alma the Younger

The story of Alma the Younger
provides a wonderful illustration of the

reverence we feel in our hearts when we
come to know God. As a young man,
he had chosen to be sinful and worldly.

Alma was so astonished when an angel

appeared to him and called him to re-

pentance that he became dumb and so

weak he could not move. After two days

and two nights, when Alma's limbs re-

ceived their strength, he stood up and
began to speak unto the people about
how he had been redeemed of the Lord.

Alma was born again. He was a new
creature. His heart had changed.

In verse twenty-nine of the twenty-

seventh chapter of Mosiah, Alma de-

scribes his marvelous transformation.

He declares: "My soul hath been re-

deemed from the gall of bitterness and
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bonds of iniquity. I was in the darkest

abyss; but now I behold the marvelous
light of God. My soul was racked with

eternal torment; but I am snatched, and
my soul is pained no more."

Then in the thirty-first verse, we
see evidence of Alma's deep reverence

for God: "Yea, every knee shall bow,
and every tongue confess before him.

Yea, even at the last day, when all men
shall stand to be judged of him, then

shall they confess that he is God;
then shall they confess, who live without

God in the world, that the judgment
of an everlasting punishment is just

upon them; and they shall quake, and
tremble, and shrink beneath the glance

of his all-searching eye."

Alma's experience had enabled
him to understand the glory of God
and also "godly fear." He held the deep-
est respect and veneration for God be-

cause he had seen Him seated upon
His heavenly throne, in all His power
and majesty.

Reverence in area conferences

Several years ago, I had the oppor-

tunity of traveling with the President of

the Church to attend a series of area

conferences. I will never forget the con-

trast between two conferences that

were held just a few days apart. The first

area conference was held in a large

arena, and as we sat on the stand, we
noticed continuous movement by the

people. We saw individuals throughout
the arena leaning over and whispering

to family members and friends seated

next to them. Giving the members the

benefit of the doubt, we attributed the

general lack of reverence to the nature

of the facility.

A few days later, we were in an-

other country attending another area

conference in an arena much like the

first. When we entered the arena, how-
ever, an immediate hush came over the

congregation. As we sat through the

two-hour general session, there was
very little movement among the people.

Everyone listened intently. Great atten-

tion and respect was shown all the

speakers, and when the prophet spoke,
you could hear a pin drop.

After the meeting was over, I asked
the priesthood leaders about what they
had done to prepare the people for the

conference. They told me their prepa-
ration had been simple. They had asked
priesthood holders to explain to the
members of their families, and also the
families they home taught, that at an
area conference they would have the
privilege of hearing the words of the

prophet and the Apostles. The priest-

hood leaders explained that the rever-

ence their people felt for God and His
servants was the basis for their reverent

behavior at the conference.

A bishop teaches reverence

I remember as a young child being
taught a valuable lesson by my bishop.

President Heber J. Grant had just vis-

ited our community to dedicate our new
chapel. Our bishop was so impressed
with the dedicatory prayer that the next
Tuesday when we held Primary he at-

tended with us. He wanted to teach us

to have respect for the building which
had just been dedicated as a place of

worship.
The bishop took us on a tour of our

new chapel and showed us the various

features of the building to impress upon
us that it was now a house dedicated to

the Lord. First, he pointed to the back
of the hall where the beehive emblem
had been painted above the back exit

doors. He explained that the beehive
was the emblem of industry for the early

pioneers. "The bees are ever busy bring-
ing honey and sweetness into the hive,"

he said. The beehive painted on our
wall was to be a reminder of the impor-
tance of being industrious each day and
gathering the good things of this world
and bringing them with us to be shared
as we worshiped in our Sunday services.

Then he pointed to the large paint-

ing in the front of the hall depicting the

arrival of the pioneers into the Salt

Lake Valley. He spoke to us about the
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sacrifices the pioneers had made for us

by coming here and building our cities

and our first houses of worship, so we
could partake of the Spirit of the Lord
and be instructed in His ways.

The bishop directed our attention

to two other paintings, one on each side

of the large painting of the pioneers.

The painting on the right was of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, and the one on
the left was of the prophet Brigham
Young. He spent time telling us about
the reverence we should have for the

prophets and that we should heed their

words of counsel. He then reminded
us of President Grant's trip and de-

scribed some of the sacrifices he had
made to come and dedicate and turn

over this building to the care and keep-
ing of the Lord.

The bishop next explained the mo-
tif that ran around the entire chapel. It

was of the egg and the dart repeated

over and over again. He discussed why
this motif was selected— the egg signi-

fied new life, the dart signified the end
of life. The egg was a reminder of our
mortal birth and the time we have to be
taught and trained in the ways of the

Lord, to be obedient to His will, and to

partake of the sacred ordinances which
would qualify us to return to His pres-

ence. The dart represented the time of

transition from mortality to immortal-

ity. He reminded us that if we proved
ourselves worthy, we would be blessed

with the greatest gift of God, the gift of

eternal life.

Finally, for special emphasis, the

bishop focused our attention on the sac-

rament table. He instructed us about
the purpose of the sacrament as a time

to renew our baptismal covenants and
to remember the atoning sacrifice of

our Lord and Savior. He concluded with

an appeal to each of us to always be
reverent in this house, which had been
dedicated to the Lord.

Witnessing the dedication of our
chapel by a prophet of God and attend-

ing the tour guided by my bishop im-

pressed me greatly. I realized that every

time I entered the chapel I was entering

a holy place. It was not difficult for me

to be reverent at church because all

around me there were reminders of the

Lord, His servants, and His eternal plan
for me. These reminders reinforced my
reverent attitude, and reverent behav-
ior followed.

Of course, our chapels are not all

constructed with the same design fea-

tures. However, each one centers on the

mission of our Savior. They are build-

ings dedicated for the purpose of wor-
shiping Him. Now, the bishops of the

Church today may not be able to in-

struct the Primary as my bishop was
able to do for us because our chapels

are usually occupied during the time
Primary is in session in this day and age.

But perhaps the parents of the Church
could increase the reverent attitudes of

their children by finding a time to be
alone with them in the chapel and ex-

plaining to them that this is a special

place, dedicated to the Lord, wherein
only reverent attitudes and behavior are

acceptable to Him.

Teach reverence in the home

If reverence is an attitude toward
Deity, then it is a private feeling. It is

something we feel inside our hearts no
matter what is going on around us. It is

also a personal responsibility. We can-

not blame others for disturbing our
reverent attitudes.

Where, then, does the develop-
ment of reverent attitudes begin? The
home is the key to reverent attitudes, as

it is to every other godlike virtue. It is

during personal and family prayer that

the little ones learn how to bow their

heads, fold their arms, and close their

eyes while our Father in Heaven is be-

ing addressed. It is a mother taking time
to be certain that during each day there

is a quiet period where the hustle and
bustle of daily activities are divorced

from the house, where just parents and
children have time together in quiet

solitude for reflection and teaching, to

set the example of having reverence in

the home.
It is during family home evenings,

which are a part of our home life, where
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children are taught that there are spe-

cial times, not only in church but also at

home, when we learn of our Heavenly
Father and when everyone needs to be
on his best behavior. Behavior learned
at home determines behavior in church
meetings. A child who has learned
to pray at home understands that he
must be quiet and still during prayers in

worship services.

Serve God reverently

One Sunday, my granddaughter
Diana, who is four years old, was sitting

next to her father at church. Diana sat

reverently, enjoying the comfort of her
father's arm holding her close to him.

However, when the bishop stood up and
announced the sacrament hymn, Diana
gently lifted her father's arm from off

her shoulder and placed it in his lap.

Then she sat up straight and folded her
arms. She looked over at her father and
encouraged him to do the same.

Diana's message to her father was
perfectly clear. She was telling him to

turn his complete and total attention to

the Savior. This is the message a rever-

ent attitude always conveys, and when
reverent attitudes abound, reverent be-

havior will always flourish. I pray that,

like Diana, we may all strive to develop
reverent attitudes so that we may serve

God reverently and with godly fear (see

Hebrews 12:28).

Let us never depreciate the value

of our own personal example of being a

living witness of the love and respect we
have for Him whom we call "Wonder-
ful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The
Everlasting Father, The Prince of

Peace" (2 Nephi 19:6), is my humble
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council
of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

We shall now hear from Elder
Russell M. Nelson, also a member of

the Council of the Twelve. He will be
followed by Elder Hartman Rector, Jr.,

of the Seventy.

Elder Russell M. Nelson

Choices

Not long ago a beautiful young
mother asked me for guidance with a

very difficult decision she was facing.

It pertained to an important surgical

operation that was being considered.

Consequences of her choice would af-

fect her husband and her family as well.

She said, "Decisions are really hard for

me. I even have trouble choosing what
to wear each morning."

"You are not so different," I re-

plied. "Each of us must make choices.

That is one of life's great privileges."

I told this lovely mother that my
fellow physicians are regularly asked
questions about the human body. Some
questions relate to surgical intervention

to save a life or to save a part of the

body. Other questions relate to elective

procedures to alter the body's structure

or function. In recent years, many ques-

tions relate to the "choice" to abort the

life of a newly forming human being.

Ironically, such "choice" would deny
that developing individual both life and
choice.

I reminded her that questions re-

garding our bodies represent only an
important fraction of life's most chal-

lenging choices. Others include Where
shall I live? What shall I do with my life?

To which cause should I commit my
effort and my good name? These are

but a few of the many choices that we
must make each day.

I will not disclose the name of the

sister, nor the specific operation she

was contemplating. To do so might di-

vert our attention to a specific topic and
away from those fundamental prin-

ciples that pertain to important deci-

sions generally.


