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tion created by our Father in Heaven
for the happiness of his children.

I also express appreciation for the

good families— descendants of the pio-

neers who populated these desert val-

leys, rearing noble children, pure and
dedicated, ready to accept mission calls

and willing to leave their homes and go
into the world sharing the precious

truths of the restored gospel with un-
known and sometimes hostile people. I

express a special thanks to those whose
children were called to our native land

of Brazil and for all they did for the

people generally and for my family

particularly.

I am grateful to the Almighty for

the privilege given to all of us to be born
in this generation of immense chal-

lenges and bright hopes, of technolog-

ical progress and magnificent scientific

accomplishments. I am also thankful for

being born in a free nation where the

gospel message can be freely preached
for the eternal happiness of all who will

receive it.

I express gratitude for The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—
perfect in organization, incomparable
in spiritual power, and unassailable in

doctrine and practice. I am grateful that

in the restored gospel, the truths of the

universe are incorporated in such a way
that all who embrace them are never
forced to abandon any previously

known truth, nor any comforting hope,

nor any ennobling principle possessed

before. To the contrary, these truths

of the restored gospel only cause the

light already had to shine with greater

brilliance— any happiness and joy al-

ready experienced to be magnified,

and inspired wisdom to be added to

the knowledge already acquired. Thus
through the restored gospel of Jesus

Christ, an individual can be raised to

the highest levels that the human mind
and heart can envision.

I am grateful especially for the res-

toration of the priesthood, including

the same sealing keys promised by Jesus

Christ himself to his Apostles that per-

mit loved ones in our day to be sealed as

families forever (see Matthew 16:19).

The recognition of and gratitude

for blessings received has been a mes-
sage emphasized not only by the

Apostles and prophets of ancient times,

but also even in this time by these

prophets who are present with us here
in the Tabernacle today.

Considering again the admonition
of the Apostle Paul, "in every thing give

thanks" (1 Thessalonians 5:18), we
should be grateful for the blessings

which we seek and receive as well as for

those blessings that come to us that are

beyond our current capacity to compre-
hend. All is provided by God, who is

just, loving, and perfect and will result

for our good because "all things work
together for good to those that love

God" (Romans 8:28).

May human pride and pretensions

never arise in us to cause us to imagine
in those moments of personal victory or

accomplishment that it is by our own
merit that we have achieved, but rather

may we recognize the hand of God in all

things because, as we read in modern
scriptures, "in nothing doth man offend
God, or against none is his wrath
kindled, save those who confess not his

hand in all things, and obey not his com-
mandments" (D&C 59:21). In the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Waldo P. Call

Naaman and Elisha

In the Old Testament, in 2 Kings,

we read of a man by the name of

Naaman. He was the "captain of the

host of the king of Syria, . . . but he was
a leper" (2 Kings 5:1).

An Israelite maid who "waited on
Naaman's wife" said: "Would God my
lord were with the prophet that is in

Samaria! for he would recover him of

his leprosy" (5:2-3).

Captain Naaman, not a member of

the Church, accepted this in full faith
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and hope. The Syrian king gave him a

letter for the king of Israel, and gold,

silver, and fine clothing as gifts.

The king of Israel, a man of little

faith, was upset about this because he
knew he could not heal Naaman, and he
said, "See how he seeketh a quarrel

against me" (5:7).

"When Elisha the man of God had
heard" this, "he sent to the king, saying,

... let him come ... to me, and he shall

know that there is a prophet in Israel"

(5:8).

Naaman went to the prophet.

"Elisha sent a messenger unto him, say-

ing, Go and wash in Jordan seven times,

and thy flesh shall come again to thee,

and thou shalt be clean.

"But Naaman was wroth, and went
away, and said, Behold, I thought, He
will surely come out to me, and stand,

and call on the name of the Lord his

God, and strike his hand over the place,

and recover the leper.

"Are not . . . rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel? . . .

So he turned and went away in a rage"

(5:10-12).

His pride would not let him follow

the prophet's direction. He was going
home, and he was leprous still. Could
this be because of a proud heart?

His good servants convinced him
that he should do as the prophet had
said, saying:

"If the prophet had bid thee do
some great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it?

"Then went he down, and dipped
himself seven times in Jordan, accord-

ing to the saying of the man of God:
and his flesh came again like unto the

flesh of a little child, and he was clean"

(5:13-14).

Naaman was grateful for this and
went to the prophet with the gold and
silver and fine clothes. But the prophet
of God, of course, would not accept
payment for the blessings of God.

So Naaman and his company
started home. The servant of Elisha,

the prophet, found it hard to see these

riches slip from his hands, so he ran

after Naaman. Naaman stopped when
he saw him coming. The servant said

that his master had company and asked
for a talent of silver and two changes of

clothing.

Naaman was delighted to give

them to him and even sent two of his

servants to carry them. Before coming
to the house of Elisha, the servant

stopped and put them in a house. Then
he went in to Elisha.

And Elisha said: "Whence comest
thou? . . .

"Went not mine heart with thee?

... Is it a time to receive money? . . .

"The leprosy therefore of Naaman
shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy

seed for ever. And he went out from his

presence a leper as white as snow"
(5:25-27).

Are we following the prophet?

President Benson, the prophet of

God, has counseled us on so many im-

portant things. Are we doing them? Or
do we say:

"Oh, yes, he is the Lord's prophet,

but I don't want to go on a mission."

"I don't want to get married."

"I don't have time to read the Book
of Mormon every day. I'm too busy with

my work or studies."

"We don't have time for family

prayer or home evening."

"But I need to sleep in on Sunday
after the big activity. I cannot go to

church."

"But Sunday is the only day I have
to shop because of my work and
studies."

Be submissive and do not murmur

A quote from the sermon of King
Benjamin says, "For the natural man is

an enemy to God, and has been from
the fall of Adam, and will be, forever

and ever, unless he yields to the entic-

ings of the Holy Spirit, and putteth off

the natural man and becometh a saint
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through the atonement of Christ the
Lord, and becometh as a child, submis-

sive, meek, humble, patient, full of

love, willing to submit to all things which
the Lord seethfit to inflict upon him, even

as a child doth submit to his father"

(Mosiah 3:19; italics added).

The prophet Lehi said to his son
Nephi, "And now, behold thy brothers
murmur, saying it is a hard thing which
I have required of them; but behold I

have not required it of them, but it is a

commandment of the Lord" (1 Nephi
3:5; italics added).

Can you hear President Benson
saying, "But behold, I have not told you
to go on a mission or marry in the

temple; but it is a commandment of the
Lord"?

Lehi continues:

"Therefore go, my son, and thou
shalt be favored of the Lord, because
thou hast not murmured.

"And it came to pass that I, Nephi,
said unto my father: I will go and do
the things which the Lord hath com-
manded, for I know that the Lord giveth

no commandments unto the children

of men, save he shall prepare a way
for them that they may accomplish
the thing which he commandeth them"
(1 Nephi 3:6-7; italics added).

Do we have the faith of Nephi?
The Lord told his disciples on this

continent, "And it shall come to pass,

that whoso repenteth and is baptized in

my name shall be filled; and if he en-

dureth to the end, behold, him will I hold
guiltless before my Father at that day
when I shall stand to judge the world"

(3 Nephi 27:16; italics added).

The Lord will show us the way

My dear brothers and sisters and
family, can't you see what we need to

do? Be submissive—do not murmur—
endure to the end. If we will do this, the
Lord will show us the way, if we will but
follow his prophets and Apostles.

Do not question their direction!

It is as simple as that. No, I am not

saying to have blind faith or blind obedi-

ence.

Sometimes you may want proof
of this doctrine or that saying of the

prophet. Keep the commandments!
Pray, walk in righteousness, and
through the Holy Spirit you can know
by that sweet, calm feeling that it is true.

Moroni said, "By the power of the

Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all

things" (Moroni 10:5).

We can know by the Spirit that it

is right, if, like Nephi, we have faith,

are obedient, and keep the command-
ments.

What if Naaman had let his pride

rule him? He would have remained a

leper.

Could we take the servant of Elisha

as a type for us when we look at riches,

worldly things, and the wisdom of men
instead of following the prophets? Will

we and our descendants be out of the

Church or unclean forever more be-

cause of disobedience?

The Lord told the Prophet Joseph
Smith, "And the arm of the Lord shall

be revealed; and the day cometh that

they who will not hear the voice of the

Lord, neither the voice of his servants,

neither give heed to the words of the

prophets and apostles, shall be cut off

from among the people" (D&C 1:14).

I testify that God, our Heavenly
Father, lives. His Son, Jesus Christ,

lives, and he is our Savior and Re-
deemer. This is his church, and he di-

rects it through his prophets. I testify

that President Ezra Taft Benson is

his prophet; that President Hinckley
and President Monson and the Twelve
Apostles are worthy prophets and
God's servants.

I love my Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ. I love these prophets,

Apostles, seers, and revelators. I re-

spect them, I sustain them, and I pray
for them.

I love my family; and I love you, my
brothers and sisters; and I pray that we
will follow the prophets and Apostles
and keep the commandments of God.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.


