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son's son, all the days of thy life; and
that thy days may be prolonged.

"Hear therefore, O Israel, and ob-

serve to do it; that it may be well with

thee, and that ye may increase mightily,

as the Lord God of thy fathers hath

promised thee, in the land that floweth

with milk and honey" (Deuteronomy
6:2-3).

And "when thou hast eaten and
art full, then thou shalt bless the Lord
thy God for the good . . . which he hath

given thee" (Deuteronomy 8:10). In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member
of the Presidency of the Quorums of

the Seventy, has spoken to us.

The chorus and congregation will

now join in singing "Put Your Shoulder

to the Wheel," following which we shall

hear from Elder F. Burton Howard of

the Seventy.

The chorus and congregation sang

"Put Your Shoulder to the Wheel."

Elder F. Burton Howard

"Pass it on"

While you will not remember, the

last time I stood at this pulpit I spoke

about repentance. I have elected to do
so again.

In a school yard game, young boys

sometimes form a circle, and one hits

another on the shoulder and says,

"Pass it on." The one who receives the

blow obediently transmits it to the next

in line and says, "Pass it on." The third

recipient promptly punches a fourth,

and each in succession thereafter, by
"passing it on," tries to rid himself of

his pain, and the responsibility for it, by
inflicting it on another.

Many of us are like these school-

boys. Perhaps without realizing it, as

adults we continue to play the same
childish game and risk far more than a

bruised shoulder in the process. Let me
explain what I mean.

Don't blame others for disobedience

Unwillingness to accept the re-

sponsibility for and consequences of

one's actions is an all too common con-

dition in today's world. Who has not

heard of the drunken driver who sues

his host for allowing him to get drunk,

or of the accident victim who claims

damages from the physician who tries

to help him? Perpetrators of the most
heinous crimes often plead guilty by

reason of insanity or claim that they

are victims of society's ills. The home-
less blame alcohol. Alcoholics blame
genetic deficiencies. Abusers and adul-

terers blame the broken homes of their

childhood. And there are enough who
agree with them to ensure that no one
need feel terribly guilty for long if they

don't want to.

The habit of shifting the burden of

guilt onto someone else, while perhaps

understandable in a secular setting, has

more serious consequences in a spiri-

tual one. There too it has an ancient

but not honorable tradition.

Cain blamed God when his sacri-

fice was not accepted. "I was wroth,"

he said, "for his offering thou didst

accept and not mine" (Moses 5:38).

Laman and Lemuel blamed Nephi
for nearly all their troubles (see 1

Nephi 16:35-38). Pilate blamed the

Jews when he condoned the crucifixion

of the Savior, in whom he found "no
fault" (Luke 23:4; see also Matthew
27:24).



14

Saturday, April 6

GENERAL CONFERENCE
First Day

Even the very elite have some-
times succumbed to the temptation to

blame others for their disobedience or

their failure to receive blessings. Aaron
blamed the children of Israel when
Moses charged him with bringing a

great sin upon them by making a mol-
ten calf (see Exodus 32:19-24). And
Martha may have blamed Mary for de-

priving her of the Savior's presence on
that indelible day in Bethany (see Luke
10:40).

Today the practice continues. We
hear at every hand phrases such as "My
wife just doesn't understand me,"
"Loosen up— everybody does it," or "It

wasn't really my fault." The second
great commandment (see Matthew
22:35-40) is breached routinely by
those who say, "He started it" or "She
deserved it." Teens and adults alike

jokingly attempt to justify behavioral

lapses by saying, "The devil made me
do it."

When faced with the conse-

quences of transgression, rather than

looking to ourselves as the source of

the discomfort which always accompa-
nies sin, many of us tend to blame
someone else. Rather than getting out

of a vicious and senseless circle, we
fault our neighbor for our pain and try

to pass it on. But to repent we must
leave the circle.

Accept responsibility and repent

The first step in the repentance

process has always been simply to rec-

ognize that we have done wrong. If we
are so hedged about by pride, rational-

ization, machismo, or a misdirected

sense of self-esteem as to prevent us

from ever admitting that we are part of

the problem, we are in trouble. We
then may not even know of our need to

repent. We will have no idea whether
the Lord is pleased with us or not and
may become "past feeling" (1 Nephi
17:45). But all men, everywhere, must

repent (see 3 Nephi 11:32). To fail to

do so is to perish (see Luke 13:3;

Helaman 7:28).

To excuse misconduct by blaming

others is presumptuous at best and is

fatally flawed with regard to spiritual

things, for "we believe that men will be
punished for their own sins, and not for

Adam's transgression" (Articles of

Faith 1:2). This means not only that we
will not be punished for what Adam
did in the Garden, but also that we
cannot excuse our own behavior by
pointing a finger to Adam or anyone
else. The real danger in failing to ac-

cept responsibility for our own actions

is that unless we do, we may never even

enter on the strait and narrow path.

Misconduct that does not require re-

pentance may be pleasant at first, but it

will not be for long. And it will never

lead us to eternal life.

Don't rationalize misconduct

Just as foolish as believing that we
can "pass it on" is the idea that the

satisfaction of being in the circle, what-

ever that may be, can somehow excuse

any wrongs committed there. This no-

tion is widely shared and is most often

expressed by the phrase "The end justi-

fies the means." Such a belief, if left

undisturbed and unchecked, can also

impede the repentance process and
cheat us out of exaltation.

Those who teach it are almost al-

ways attempting to excuse the use of

improper or questionable means. Such
people seem to be saying, "My purpose
was to do good or to be happy; there-

fore, any little lie, or misrepresenta-

tion, or lapse of integrity, or violation

of law along the way is justified."

In certain circumstances, some say

it is okay to conceal the truth, to dig

just a small pit for an adversary, to pur-

sue an advantage of some kind— such

as superior knowledge or position—

against another. "This is just common
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practice," or "I'm just looking after

Number One," they say. "All's fair in

love and war," or "That's the way the

ball bounces," they say. But if the

means which prompt the saying of

these things are wrong, no amount of

rationalization or verbal whitewash can

ever make them right.

To those who believe otherwise,

Nephi said, "Yea, and there shall be
many which shall teach after this man-
ner, false and vain and foolish doc-

trines, and shall be puffed up in their

hearts, and shall seek deep to hide

their counsels from the Lord" (2 Nephi
28:9).

Some seek to justify their actions

by quoting scripture. They often cite

Nephi's killing of Laban as an example
of the need to violate a law to accom-
plish a greater good and to prevent a

nation from dwindling in unbelief. But
they forget that Nephi twice refused

to follow the promptings of the Spirit.

In the end, he agreed to break the com-
mandment only when he was convinced

that "the Lord slayeth the wicked to

bring forth his righteous purposes"

(1 Nephi 4:13; italics added) and also

(I believe) when he knew that the pen-

alty for shedding blood had been
lifted, in that one exceptional case, by
Him whose right it is to fix and waive

penalties.

Good ends require good means

The truth is that we are judged by

the means we employ and not by the

ends we may hope to obtain. It will do
us little good at the last day to respond
to the Great Judge, "I know I was not

all I could have been, but my heart was
in the right place."

In fact, there is danger in focusing

merely on ends. To some who did, the

Savior said:

"Many will say to me in that day:

Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in

thy name, and in thy name have cast

out devils, and in thy name done many
wonderful works?

"And then will I profess unto
them: I never knew you; depart from
me, ye that work iniquity" (3 Nephi
14:22-23).

The war in heaven was essentially

about the means by which the plan of

salvation would be implemented. It for-

ever established the principle that even
for the greatest of all ends, eternal life,

the means are critical. It should be
obvious to all thinking Latter-day

Saints that the wrong means can never

attain that objective.

The danger in thinking that the end
justifies the means lies in making a judg-

ment we have no right to make. Who
are we to say that the Lord will pardon
wickedness done to attain a perceived

greater good. Even if the goal is good,

it would be a personal calamity to look

beyond the mark and fail to repent of

the wrong we do along the way.

See ourselves as we really are

Of course we have the right to

strive for happiness. But as we do we
should pause every now and then and
look to ourselves. We should remem-
ber that "wickedness never was happi-

ness" (Alma 41:10). And the sweet

peace the gospel brings never comes
at all when we justify our misconduct
or blame others for our unhappiness.

But there is a way out. We need only

remember a pointless, irresponsible

childhood game, and quietly walk
away. Face up, quit, get out, confess,

apologize, admit the harm we have
done, and just plain walk away.

There are so many important

things for us to do in mortality. There
is not much time to waste on games.
We must obtain essential ordinances.

We must enter into and keep sacred

covenants. We are to "live by every

word which proceedeth forth out of

the mouth of God" (D&C 98:11). We
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must love and serve one another. We
are to be proved in all things (see D&C
98:14)— even little things like means.

There will be trials. There will likely

be other circles we will have to leave.

How we respond to all of this will

turn out to be the real measure of our

salvation.

So to those, including myself, who
from time to time have said, "I am not

at fault— I was compelled by circum-

stances to do what I did," I say, "That
may be so, but there is grave danger
here. If there is any doubt at all, let us

simply repent." For, in the words of

Job, "If I justify myself, mine own
mouth shall condemn me: if I say, I am
perfect, it shall also prove me per-

verse" (Job 9:20).

And to those who say, "I may have

done a little wrong, but my purpose
was good and I believe God will justify

my behavior," my response is, "Maybe
so, but don't count on it." For in the

137th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants, verse 9, we read,

"For I, the Lord, will judge all men
according to their works, according to

the desire of their hearts."

May the Lord bless us to see our-

selves as we really are and to repent as

needs be, I pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "On This Day of

Joy and Gladness" without announce-
ment.

President Monson

Elder F. Burton Howard of the

Seventy has spoken to us, following

which the Mormon Youth Chorus sang

"On This Day of Joy and Gladness."

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles will be our
next speaker.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Persian Gulf war

Since our conference last October,

many have ridden roller coasters of

emotion from the war in the Persian

Gulf. Many Latter-day Saints had their

lives changed by that conflict. In the

military theater of operations, we had
over 140 Latter-day Saint groups pro-

viding leadership, worship, and fellow-

ship for members of the armed forces.

At home, families were separated and
in stress. We pay tribute to the Church
leaders and members who shouldered

extra burdens in looking after the fami-

lies of our service people. They are still

doing so. Stake, ward, quorum, and
Relief Society leaders acted and are

still acting in the best traditions of

brotherly and sisterly service.

During this crisis, our hearts went
out to those who were oppressed and

in jeopardy on both sides of the con-

flict. Week after week, in the leading

councils of the Church, in Church
meetings everywhere, in our homes,
and in public and private gatherings,

we prayed for the well-being of those in

uniform. We also prayed that the war
would be short and that the numbers of

dead and wounded would be as small

as possible.

Our prayers were answered, and
in this national period of thanksgiving

designated by presidential proclama-

tion, we join millions of religious

people everywhere in prayers of thanks

to a merciful Father in Heaven. We
offer love and sympathy to the families

of those who lost their lives. And we
continue to pray that the leaders who
preside over the peacekeeping process

and the care and repatriation of pris-

oners and refugees will be wise and


