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ers had gone to bed, she hung her

clothing around the fireplace. In the

morning when Archibald got up, he
saw the clothes drying. He began to

joke with the others about Granny hav-

ing been dipped in the river along with

Elizabeth. Granny listened to their fun

and then said: "Archibald, if you don't

want people to hear, stop shouting so

loudly. You can't talk about Granny
now, for she can hear better than any

of you."

Granny had been virtually deaf

for twenty years, but a miracle had re-

stored her hearing at the time she was
baptized. From that day until her

death, she could hear distinctly. Archi-

bald said laughingly that she heard too

much.
Most of the family members soon

were baptized in 1841.

The light of the gospel illuminates

the path of life to eternity that other-

wise would be dark and nondirecting.

We can be like a mirror and direct

light even into dark places. We are not

the sources of light; nevertheless,

through us light can be reflected to

others.

I must return and report my stew-

ardship and my words in the heavens
when I leave this mortal life. There-
fore, I testify with no hesitancy that

God lives. Jesus is his holy Son, the

One through whom we gain salvation.

This is his Church and kingdom, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elders Robert L. Backman and
Ted E. Brewerton of the Seventy have
spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Come, Come, Ye
Saints," following which we shall hear
from Elder George I. Cannon of the

Seventy.

The chorus and congregation sang
"Come, Come, Ye Saints."

Elder George I. Cannon

Make each day a good day

"Behold, now is the time and the

day of your salvation. . . . This life is the

time for men to prepare to meet God;
. . . the day of this life is the day for

men to perform their labors" (Alma
34:31-32).

These words are as applicable to-

day as when expressed by Amulek cen-

turies ago.

Many years ago I clipped an ar-

ticle out of a newspaper. It tells about

an elevator boy who was whistling a

merry tune on his way up on the eleva-

tor one morning. "Why so happy?" a

grim-faced, scowling rider asked him.

The boy replied, "I've never lived

this day before."

The writer of the article com-
ments: "This boy was wiser than his

years. The only life we can live is to-

day. Yesterday is behind us. However
golden the hours, they cannot be lived

again, but only remembered. Tomor-
row is before us, and however sweet its

expectations, the clock must take its

patient course before we can test our
hope against reality. We can live no
more than one day at a time" (Roy
Pearson, Words to Live By).

Elder Richard L. Evans shared
this meaningful thought in "The Spo-
ken Word": "It sometimes seems that

we live as if we wonder when life is

going to begin. It isn't always clear just

what we are waiting for, but some of us

sometimes persist in waiting so long

that life slips by— finding us still wait-

ing for something that has been going
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on all the time. . . . This is the life in

which the work of this life is to be
done. Today is as much a part of eter-

nity as any day a thousand years ago or

as will be any day a thousand years

hence. This is it, whether we are

thrilled or disappointed, busy or bored!

This is life, and it is passing" ("The
Spoken Word," Improvement Era, Jan.

1967, p. 65).

Today is a day of eternity. I hope
each day we are thankful for life, for

knowing that we are sons and daugh-
ters of God and that the fulness of the

gospel of Jesus Christ is upon the

earth. I hope we will have a desire and
a determination to make each day a

good day.

How can we do this? Here are

some suggestions. I encourage you to

add others.

Nourish faith and repent

Each day let us nourish our faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us follow

the inspired message from the Lord's

living prophet, Ezra Taft Benson, to

read daily from the Book of Mormon
and make a study of this book a life-

time pursuit (see Conference Report,

Apr. 1988, p. 57; or Ensign, May 1988,

p. 51). We can go to our Father in

Heaven in individual prayer. We can
kneel each day as a family. How very

important it is that we do this. As we
attend our meetings on the Sabbath
and partake of the sacrament worthily,

we can have our Father's Spirit with us

every day.

Let us live daily the great saving

principle of repentance. We will be-

come more humble and teachable.

Follow the Savior

Each day will be a good day if we
will think of the Savior and make Him
the center of our lives, for He is "the

light, and the life, and the truth of the

world" (Ether 4:12). Following the Sav-

ior will help us to be honest. I would
like to tell you about a twelve-year-old

boy in the Philippines who is following

the Savior.

Julius had gone to school without

eating any breakfast, and during class

his stomach began to make funny
sounds. During recess he hurried to a

nearby barbecue stand. He took two
sticks of meat, ate the food, and went
back to class.

When he returned, he discovered

he had not given the pesos for the food.

Without hesitation he ran back and
paid for his snack. When he arrived

back at the classroom, he found a very

angry teacher. He had forgotten to ask

permission to leave. She wanted to

know what he had been doing. He told

her everything. Then she put her arm
on his shoulder and, facing the class,

said, "Class, I want you to be honest

like Julius." She asked him why he re-

turned the money when he could have

kept it.

He answered, "Because I believe

in being honest."

"What is your religion?" she

wanted to know.
Without hesitation, he said, "I am

a Mormon."
"Oh," she responded, "no wonder."
Julius is making each day a good

day by always being honest.

Following the Savior will help us

to be morally clean. We will respect

our bodies and not tamper with drugs,

alcohol, or pornography or in any way
destroy the great miracle of life which
the Lord has given to each of us.

Recently I listened to the words of

a stalwart young teenager who told

about how some young people in his

school have not kept the standards of

the Church and have used some of the

destructive substances we have been
warned against. Friends who know
he is a Mormon have asked him why
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he doesn't partake of these harmful
things. He explained: "I am happy to

know that I have not disappointed the

Lord and dishonored the priesthood he

has given me. Remember, you can lie

to yourself, and you can lie to others,

but you can never lie to the Lord. He
knows what you are doing. ... To help

us along the way, a good guideline is to

imagine that Jesus is right beside you
all the time. Ask yourself, 'Would Jesus

be doing this?' or 'Would He get into

this situation?' " (talk given by Brandon
Williams, Alamosa Colorado Stake con-

ference, 25 Aug. 1991).

As the Savior becomes the center

of our lives, we will be more loving and
giving. He has taught by precept and
example that if we would truly find

ourselves, we must first lose ourselves

in serving and helping others.

Serve in the kingdom

I believe one of the best ways to

make each day a good one is to help

build the kingdom of God. What a

blessing it is for each of us to be leaders

in righteousness. President Spencer W.
Kimball has said, "Membership in the

Church is a call to leadership." Let us

be good leaders in our homes (this

means both children and parents),

leaders in our neighborhoods, our
schools, our communities, and the

Church.

Be happy with ourselves

Each day can be richer and more
meaningful if we can be happy with
ourselves. Some of the most undesir-

able feelings are those of envying, cov-

eting, and wishing that we were
someone else. We should be grateful

for who we are and what we are, and
for the talents we have been given. We
should be supportive of and grateful

for the talents of others, always looking

for those divine qualities which are in

every person we meet. It is important

that we be ourselves and like ourselves.

Someone has said, "A bee may not be
an eagle, but it can sure make honey!"

Don't worry

Here is another suggestion: Don't
worry about those things which you
cannot change. If something can be

done, do it. If nothing can be done,

don't worry about it. Several years ago,

I read an article written about Elder

LeGrand Richards. He had just turned

age ninety-three. Someone asked him
what his secret was for living such a

long, happy, and useful life. He said:

"One of my secrets is I don't do a

lot of worrying. Some people worry but

I have a little slogan that goes like this:

"For every worry under the sun,

there is a remedy, or there is none;

"If there be one, hurry and find

it, if there be none, never mind it"

("Beloved Elder Richards Recover-

ing," Church News, 31 Mar. 1979, p. 4).

Work diligently

I have one more suggestion. I

share this counsel from President Ezra

Taft Benson: "If we want to keep the

Spirit, we must work. There is no
greater exhilaration or satisfaction

than to know, after a hard day of work,

that we have done our best. . . . Ours is

a gospel of work— purposeful, unself-

ish and rendered in the spirit of the

true love of Christ" (Teachings of Ezra

Taft Benson [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,

1988], pp. 483-84).

Each day is a day of eternity

Each day we live is a day of

eternity.

Let us make each day a good day
by-
• Nourishing faith.

• Growing through repentance.
• Following the Savior.

• Serving in the kingdom.
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• Being happy with ourselves.

• Not worrying.
• Working diligently.

I pray, with Alma, that each day

we would "humble [our]selves before

the Lord, and call on his holy name,
and watch and pray continually, that

[we] may not be tempted above that

which [we] can bear, and thus be led by

the Holy Spirit, becoming humble,

meek, submissive, patient, full of love

and all long-suffering;

"Having faith on the Lord; having

a hope that [we] shall receive eternal

life; having the love of God always in

[our] hearts, that [we] may be lifted up
at the last day and enter into his rest"

(Alma 13:28-29).

Expressions of gratitude

Today, my heart is full of gratitude

as my service as a Seventy comes to a

close.

I am grateful for my good wife,

Isabel, who has so lovingly and unself-

ishly served by my side and whose ex-

ample has shown me how to make each

day a good one. I express thanks to our
children and their eternal companions
and our grandchildren for their sup-

port, steadfastness, and righteousness.

I have learned from the examples

of the First Presidency and the Council

of the Twelve the meaning of disciple-

ship to the Savior.

With the Quorums of the Seventy

and the Presiding Bishopric, I have
shared the joy of brotherhood.

To all the members and missionar-

ies with whom I have been privileged to

serve in Asia, the Philippines, Micro-
nesia and Guam, Great Britain, and
the Southwest Area of the United
States, I say thank you. You are ex-

amples of making every day a good day.

Above all, I express my gratitude

and love to my Savior, Jesus Christ. He
is the life, light, and truth of the world.

I leave my witness that He is our Savior

and Redeemer, in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "Nearer, My
God, to Thee" without announcement.

President Hinckley

Elder George I. Cannon of the

Seventy has given us that sound advice

and that stirring testimony, and the

Mormon Youth Chorus sang that

grand old hymn "Nearer, My God, to

Thee."
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will

now speak to us.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

My brethren and sisters, I'm sure

that all of us have been honored to be
in the presence of President Ezra Taft

Benson, the President of the Church,

our prophet. I've loved him and re-

spected him all of my life, as I'm sure

you have.

Fruits of the gospel

Throughout the ages, the Lord has

referred to his people, those who love

him and keep his commandments, in

words that set them apart. He has

called them a "peculiar treasure" (Exo-

dus 19:5), a "special people" (Deuter-

onomy 7:6), "a royal priesthood, an
holy nation" (1 Peter 2:9). Scriptures

refer to such people as Saints. As the

Savior taught, "By their fruits ye shall

know them" (Matthew 7:20).

In sharp contrast to those who live

by gospel principles, I see accounts of

people who either ignore or don't un-


