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3. Do you take the name of the

Lord God in vain? (See Exodus 20:7.)

4. Do you keep the Sabbath day
holy? (See Exodus 20:8.)

5. Do you honor your father and
mother? (See Exodus 20:12.)

6. Do you commit adultery or

fornication? (See Exodus 20:14.)

7. Do you steal? (See Exodus
20:15.)

8. Do you bear false witness? (See

Exodus 20:16.)

9. Do you covet? (See Exodus
20:17.)

Remember, opposing counsel and
his trial team will be fully conversant

with your conduct and behavior. Wit-

nesses will have been subpoenaed by

them to testify against you. Your neigh-

bors will present their testimony con-

cerning your conduct with them. Those
who have observed your Sabbath day

activity will be called to the stand. On
each point where you are vulnerable,

witnesses will be produced to contra-

dict your sworn testimony.

As your counsel, we will, of course,

be equally well prepared. Your chief

counsel will produce every witness

favorable to you and elicit from them
every fact which may be used on your

behalf.

Life's facts can still be created

However, one thing is clear— the

ultimate outcome of your case is de-

pendent upon the facts which you pro-

vide. There's an old adage among trial

lawyers that says, "We don't make the

facts; we only present them." The facts

which represent your life are the facts

that will ultimately determine your vic-

tory or your defeat.

That is one of the reasons I have

come today. I have been asked to see

that you are clearly informed concern-

ing this matter and to urge you, where
necessary, to create facts which will al-

low the Supreme Judge to find on your

behalf. Fortunately for you, your life's

facts can still be created. No matter

how long you have lived, no matter how
many mistakes you have made, your

life's story can still be changed. It can
still be written. It is not too late.

Please, I plead with you, help him to

help you win your ultimate inheritance.

Now before closing, I should like

to express my deep love to Ila, who is

my sweetheart and my heartbeat. I

honor her and the womanhood which
she so elegantly represents. I love our
five children, who are my best friends,

and our twelve grandchildren, who
regularly teach me the joy of uncondi-

tional love, in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Elder

Cree-L Kofford of the Seventy.

Elder Joseph C. Muren, who was
also sustained as a Seventy at April

conference, will be our next speaker,

and he will be followed by Elder Neal
A. Maxwell of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles.

Elder Joseph C. Muren
Elder Muren's conversion

My conversion to the gospel and
my baptism into The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints began some
thirty-seven years ago. I was in my first

year of university studies when Elder

Henry Eddington of Shoshone, Idaho,

and Elder Eleazer Asay of Orem,
Utah, began to teach me of the re-

stored gospel of Jesus Christ.

I was intrigued with the discus-

sions. I found that my intellect was
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stimulated by the new vistas of knowl-

edge presented by these two mature
representatives of the Church who
had been called later in life to serve

missions.

Elder Eddington was leading the

discussion that last evening together

before I was to return to the university.

He had been reviewing why there was a

need for a restoration, and then he
paused and bore solemn testimony of

the truthfulness of their message. Then
he reached over, touching my knee
with the only hand that he had, and
said, "And now you will know it is

true." The Spirit of God came into my
body as a fire. It felt as if it would con-

sume me. It left me physically ex-

hausted but totally assured that the

Church was true. Now I knew for

myself.

Receiving a testimony

It was nearly thirty years later

while I was on an assignment in Idaho

that I was approached by a sister who
inquired, "Brother Muren, would you
be available tomorrow, Saturday, to

come to our home for lunch?" She con-

tinued without waiting for an answer.

"I am Velma Holsinger, the daughter

of Henry Eddington, one of the elders

who taught you the gospel in Califor-

nia. I have in my possession my father's

missionary journals, and I have marked
those pages which deal with your

conversion."

The next day I arrived promptly
and anxiously read through the marked
pages. I was most interested in those

passages which dealt with the experi-

ence that allowed me to know of the

truthfulness of the gospel.

Elder Eddington had carefully re-

corded in his journal that he and Elder

Asay had held a special fast and had
prayed that day so that "young Joe
Muren might know for himself."

The Book of Mormon records well

what occurred to me that evening in

1954. As those servants of the Lord
"did minister with power and with

great authority," it was not possible

that I could disbelieve their words
(see 3 Nephi 7:17-18).

As the years have passed, I have
recognized more fully that it was not

just a spiritual experience of the mo-
ment, but rather, I was a recipient of a

testimony, a gift from Heavenly Father,

that when nourished and cherished

would have lasting effects upon me
every day of my life.

Why the Church sends out

missionaries

Now, as we look behind me at this

array of missionaries, we are often

asked by nonmembers why the Church
continues to send out the Elder Asays
and the Elder Eddingtons— the tens of

thousands of missionaries every year.

They inquire, "Why do you send them
even to those nations which already

know of the Bible and Jesus Christ?"

Why did Elder Asay, in his sixties,

leave his bride of many years to serve

a mission in California? Why did

Elder Eddington, a retired teacher and
principal, not remain in Idaho and
enjoy his family during those "golden
years"?

Again the answer is clear in the

scriptures. After the Lord had been
crucified, He returned to the earth to

bear witness of His resurrection and to

give a sacred charge to His Apostles.

From the twenty-eighth chapter of the

Gospel of Matthew, we read: "Go ye

therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you"
(28:19-20).

Today, The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints continues with this

sacred charge— that is, to go and to

teach all nations to observe all things
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whatsoever He, the Savior, has com-
manded us (see Matthew 28:20). These
thousands of missionaries who have
been called by a prophet are visual evi-

dence that our Heavenly Father has

not forgotten His children. We bear

witness to the world that He lives, that

He knows each one of us individually.

He has a plan, a divine plan, to bring

you and to bring me back into His pres-

ence. The Savior has returned to the

earth by way of modern-day prophets

all of those teachings, all of those

ordinances, and His holy priesthood to

bring happiness in this life and eternal

joy in the life to come— a plan with

solutions, a divine plan with guidance
to all of the challenges of this life.

Again, the question is asked:

"Why do we have more than forty

thousand missionaries serving in the

world?" Because Heavenly Father
loves us. These men and women are

His servants! They are His representa-

tives! They come with a message that

truly represents what the world needs
and wants.

You can know for yourself

You too can know! Yes, you too

can know for yourself! For those of you
that have already received a witness

of the truthfulness of the gospel, I en-

courage you to cherish that testimony.

It is so delicate! It is so fragile! It needs
to be nourished with prayer, with the

reading of the scriptures, and being at

the right place at the right time. I

promise you and bear witness that your
testimony will grow, and you can have a

mighty effect on those with whom you
associate.

Now, there are friends of mine
here today who are not members. I

know you search for the truths which
Heavenly Father has given us. You
need to know that you are His children,

and we invite you to allow the Elder

Eddingtons and the Elder Asays of the

Church today to teach you how the

Church was returned to the earth in

these latter days.

Heavenly Father offers to you
through His servants a new life. The
scriptures call it a rebirth. Not only did

the Lord Jesus Christ tell His apostles

to "go . . . and teach," but to baptize

them "in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"
(Matthew 28:19).

I bear testimony, paraphrasing the

words of Peter in his second epistle,

that we do not follow cunningly devised

fables when we make known unto you
the power and the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ (see 2 Peter 2:16).

Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ

did return to the earth in 1820. They
did restore the priesthood of God and
His plan of salvation to a modern-day
prophet, Joseph Smith. I know that! I

cannot deny what I have felt and what
I have seen. I bear this witness to you
in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard the remarks of

Elder Joseph C. Muren of the Seventy.

What a timely message for this mis-

sionary chorus to hear.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will now address us, and he will be fol-

lowed by Elder James E. Faust, also of

the Council of the Twelve.

With you, I rejoice in the testi-

mony and talent of these new
Brethren.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Importance of repentance

For some months, I've tried to em-
phasize repentance, one of the most


