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1991 reports available prior to this con-

ference.)

Church units

Stakes 1,837

Districts 527

Missions 267
Wards and branches 18,810

Nations and territories with

organized wards or branches . . . 138

(These statistics reflect an increase of

53 stakes and 720 wards and branches
during 1991.)

Church membership

Total membership 8,120,000

Children of record baptized

during 1991 75,000

Converts baptized

during 1991 297,770

Missionaries

Full-time missionaries 43,395

Prominent members who have

passed away since last April

Elder Derek A. Cuthbert of the

First Quorum of the Seventy; Elder

Joseph Anderson, emeritus General
Authority; Frances LaRue Carr Long-
den, former counselor in the Young
Women General Presidency and
widow of John Longden, Assistant to

the Twelve; Leone Watson Doxey, for-

mer counselor in the Primary General
Presidency; and Wilford G. Edling,

chairman of the Church Audit Com-
mittee.

President Hinckley

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve will be our first speaker

at this session. He will be followed by
Elder Angel Abrea of the Seventy.

Elder L. Tom Perry

Alma's decision to teach God's word

In the fourth chapter of the book
of Alma, we find one of the many ac-

counts contained in this book where
the chief spiritual leader was troubled

with the performance of his people.

We read:

"And it came to pass in the eighth

year of the reign of the judges, that the

people of the church began to wax
proud, because of their exceeding
riches, and their fine silks, and their

fine-twined linen, and because of their

many flocks and herds, and their gold

and their silver, and all manner of pre-

cious things, which they had obtained

by their industry; and in all these things

were they lifted up in the pride of their

eyes, for they began to wear very costly

apparel.

"Now this was the cause of much
affliction to Alma, yea, and to many of

the people whom Alma had conse-

crated to be teachers, and priests, and
elders over the church; yea, many of

them were sorely grieved for the wick-

edness which they saw had begun to be
among their people" (Alma 4:6-7).

It was a time of decision for Alma.
In his role as chief high priest, he had
been attempting to protect his people
from falling into sin by teaching them
the gospel. In his role as chief judge, he
had been administering the laws of the
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land. As he found the wickedness of

the people increasing, he could not

continue to divide his time between
these dual roles. Again we read from
the book of Alma regarding his deci-

sion:

"And he selected a wise man who
was among the elders of the church,

and gave him power according to the

voice of the people, that he might have

power to enact laws according to the

laws which had been given, and to put

them in force according to the wicked-
ness and the crimes of the people.

"Now this man's name was
Nephihah, and he was appointed chief

judge; and he sat in the judgment-seat

to judge and to govern the people.

"Now Alma did not grant unto him
the office of being high priest over the

church, but he retained the office of

high priest unto himself; but he deliv-

ered the judgment-seat unto Nephihah.
"And this he did that he himself

might go forth among his people, or

among the people of Nephi, tliat he

might preach the word of God unto

them, to stir them up in remembrance
of their duty, . . . that he might pull

down, by the word of God, all the pride

and craftiness and all the contentions

which were among his people, seeing

no way that he might reclaim them save

it were in bearing down in pure testi-

mony against them" (Alma 4:16-19).

Alma understood a basic fact of

life. There is no way of caring for the

problems of mankind unless the great

majority of them have been taught
and have subscribed their lives to a

code of conduct which will keep them
from falling into sin. The Lord, in the

very beginning, established for our
first earthly parents commandments
and covenants which, if observed and
obeyed, will keep us from the heart-

ache and waste of unrighteous living.

As we consider conditions in the world

today, we should be asking the ques-

tion, How can we more effectively

prevent the loss resulting from an over-

whelming increase in spiritual, emo-
tional, and physical problems now
afflicting mankind? It seems as if we
are spending too much of our time and
energy in repairing the damage of sin

and not enough time in teaching the

Lord's law as a foundation on which we
can govern our lives.

The need for more laborers

From the Old Testament we find

Ezekiel telling us that the Lord re-

proved those who did not help feed His
sheep. We read:

"My sheep wandered through all

the mountains, and upon every high

hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon
all the face of the earth, and none did

search or seek after them. . . .

"... Neither did my shepherds
search for my flock, but the shepherds

fed themselves, and fed not my
flock; . . .

"[And] thus saith the Lord God;
Behold I, even I, will both search my
sheep, and seek them out" (Ezekiel

34:6, 8, 11).

Wasn't this also one of the Sav-

ior's laments as He performed His
earthly ministry? We read from the

Gospel of Matthew:
"And Jesus went about all the cit-

ies and villages, teaching in their syna-

gogues, and preaching the gospel of the

kingdom, and healing every [manner
of] sickness and every disease among
the people.

"But when he saw the multitudes,

he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd.

"[And] saith he unto his disciples,

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the

labourers are few;

"Pray ye therefore the Lord of the

harvest, that he will send forth labour-

ers into his harvest" (Matthew 9:35-38).
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The shortage of laborers in the

Lord's vineyard continues now, as it

did in previous times.

The prophet's call to serve

History has recently recorded the

words of a prophet calling for every

worthy and able young man to serve a

full-time mission. The response to the

prophet's voice has been heartwarm-

ing. Many thousands of young men
have listened to his clarion call and
have come forward to fulfill honorable,

successful missions, declaring the gos-

pel of our Lord and Savior to ever-

increasing numbers. Their harvest has

been truly remarkable.

As the numbers increase, the call

of the prophet was again heard to open
the doors of nations to the preaching

of the gospel. We have all witnessed

a miracle of the power of the united

prayers of the Saints. Doors have been
opened to the preaching of the gospel

in nations never dreamed of or hoped
for just a few years ago. Now the de-

mand for increased numbers of full-

time missionaries is greater than ever

before. And again we issue the call

for every worthy young man to heed
the voice of the prophet to serve as a

full-time missionary. We call on you
bishops and branch presidents to see

that every worthy and able young man
has an opportunity to go forth into

the mission field. Many of our young
women have also served in the mission

field. They have been some of the most
productive missionaries we have.

President Kimball made the fol-

lowing statement regarding young
women serving: "Many young women
have a desire to serve a full-time mis-

sion, and they are also welcome in the

Lord's service. This responsibility is

not on them as it is on the elders, but

they will receive rich blessings for their

unselfish sacrifice. The Lord is pleased

[with] their willingness to bring souls to

him" (President Kimball Speaks Out
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1981], p. 30).

These valiant young men and
young women go into the mission field

bearing a strong witness of the mission

of our Lord and Savior, giving true

Christian service, and teaching with

faith and conviction.

An urgent need for more couples

In addition to the need for more
young men and women to serve, there

is an urgent need for couples. Each
time we visit a mission, the universal

request is for more couples. The need
is great for mature couples who are fi-

nancially able, possessing strong testi-

monies and in reasonably good health.

Their entry into the mission field adds

strength and maturity to our mission-

ary effort.

With the opportunities to labor so

plentiful, we need experienced couples

to work with those newly converted to

the gospel, making sure that the seeds

which have fallen on good ground will

be nourished and cultivated in order

that the tares of a previous life-style

will not spring up and choke out the

good plants. You mature couples have

years of experience in studying, teach-

ing, and administering in the wards and
branches of the Church. That experi-

ence is so desperately needed through-

out the world to prevent the tender

new plants from being overcome by

worldliness.

You are the ones who can build a

firm root structure, which will support

the new converts in the truths of the

gospel in this life and help them be-

come worthy to receive blessings in the

eternities to come.

Experiences of missionary couples

Listen to the experiences of those

couples who have gone forth to serve.
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Quoting a few lines from a letter re-

cently received in the Missionary De-
partment from the president of the

Oklahoma Tulsa Mission, we read:

"The Wilsons, who recently re-

turned home, did an outstanding job in

reactivating the membership. They
were able to see two couples go to the

temple, have eighteen baptisms, in-

crease ward activity from an average of

136 to over 180 during just the year

that they labored in the Nevada Ward.
When they came into the mission field,

they had just purchased a new truck.

During their mission, they put 29,000

miles on the vehicle. This couple was
truly dedicated to strengthening the

Lord's work in this area. Now they are

retired, living in St. George, and would
like to go on another mission in the

near future."

The letter continues:

"Brother Williams is the branch
president in the Lebanon Branch.
President and Sister Williams have
done an outstanding job in reactivating

members and also getting a genea-
logical library going in the town."

Sister Williams writes:

"I am so proud of my husband. He
really helps the young elders a lot.

He gives them the support they need.

President Williams is in the height of

his glory when he can take them out on
a discussion.

"Since we opened our new library,

I have been just overwhelmed with the

work, with both nonmembers and
members. The local Genealogical As-
sociation (all nonmembers) meets once
a month in our chapel, holding their

genealogical meetings. They have all

become interested in our new library

and the wonderful research tools we
have. 1 have trained each staff member
as completely as I can so they will have
full knowledge of all we have in the

library since, alas, I will have to go
home someday. Darn it!"

In another letter, from the Prices,

who served in Australia, they write:

"I admit it is hard to leave growing

and changing grandchildren, but we
share the joys of our missions with our

families. Knowing that our children

and our little grandchildren are pray-

ing for us every night is a sustaining

and inspiring feeling each day. And be-

sides, it is all for our Father in Heaven,
who has promised us that our family

bonds will never be broken if we serve

Him."

Entries in your life's history

Is this not the special time of deci-

sion for all of you young adults of full-

time missionary age and all of you
special mature older couples? Have
you ever sat down and contemplated
what kind of entries you will prepare

for your life's history? Will yours be

one composed of slides and videos

of worldly acquisitions of boats and
motor homes, of travel and entertain-

ment for personal gratification and
amusement?

Or will your history express the joy

you have experienced in preaching and
teaching the message of our Lord and
Savior to all who would hear your
voice? May you decide, as Alma did, to

go forth among the people, preaching

the word of God unto them to stir them
up in remembrance of their duty, to

pull down the pride, craftiness, and
contentions among them, that they may
be reclaimed and saved by you in bear-

ing pure testimony to them.
Bishops and branch presidents,

only one additional missionary couple

called from your ward or branch would
mean an increase of over eight thou-

sand couples in our missionary force.

Oh, how they're needed!

The field is white

To you who will accept the call to

go forth and serve, I can promise you
that your good name will never be for-
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gotten in this world or in the eternities

to come. So again we issue the clarion

call and pray that the Lord of the har-

vest will send forth laborers in in-

creased numbers, for the field is white,

all ready for a bounteous harvest (see

D&C 4:4).

That this is His work in which we
are engaged is my solemn witness to

you in the name of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles has just ad-

dressed us.

We will now be pleased to hear

from Elder Angel Abrea of the Sev-

enty, who will be followed by Elder

William R. Bradford of the Seventy.

Elder Angel Abrea

Prepare for afflictions

At a time when persecution inten-

sified toward the newly organized
Church, the Lord said to Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery, "Be patient in

afflictions, for thou shalt have many;
but endure them, for, lo, I am with

thee, even unto the end of thy days"

(D&C 24:8).

Tribulation, afflictions, and trials

will constantly be with us in our so-

journ here in this segment of eternity,

just as the Savior said, "In the world
ye shall have tribulation" (John 16:33).

Therefore, the great challenge in this

earthly life is not to determine how to

escape the afflictions and problems,

but rather to carefully prepare our-

selves to meet them.

I say prepare ourselves because it

demands persistent effort to develop
patience as a personal attribute. In

practicing patience, one comes to un-

derstand it and to acquire it.

Have patience in affliction

From Liberty Jail, in a time of an-

guish and deep suffering for the gos-

pel's sake, the Prophet Joseph Smith
wrote the following message to the

Saints:

"Dear brethren, do not think that

our hearts faint, as though some

strange thing had happened unto us,

for we have seen and been assured of

all these things beforehand, and have

an assurance of a better hope than that

of our persecutors. Therefore God
hath made broad our shoulders for

the burden. We glory in our tribula-

tion, because we know that God is with

us, that He is our friend, and that

He will save our souls" (Teachings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph

Fielding Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret

Book Co., 1938], p. 123).

We must have patience in order to

withstand pain and grief without com-
plaint or discouragement, which de-

tract from the Spirit. It's necessary to

have patience in the face of tribulation

and persecution for the cause of truth,

which sets an example because the

manner in which we bear our cross

will be an influence to others to help

lighten their load.

Our patience must be in the same
manner and in the same spirit as was
that of the sons of Mosiah when they

were entrusted with the task to "go

forth among the Lamanites, thy breth-

ren, and establish my word; yet ye shall

be patient in long-suffering and afflic-

tions, that ye may show forth good ex-

amples unto them in me, and I will

make an instrument of thee in my
hands unto the salvation of many
souls" (Alma 17:11).


