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Let us follow Him. Let us emulate
His example. Let us obey His word. By
so doing, we give to Him the divine gift

of gratitude.

My sincere prayer is that we may,
in our individual lives, reflect that mar-
velous virtue: an attitude of gratitude.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. "Ac-cen-tu-ate the Positive," lyrics by

Johnny Mercer (ASCAP, 1945).

2. Louise N. Parter.

The choir sang "Let Zion in Her
Beauty Rise" without announcement.

President Hinckley

President Thomas S. Monson,
Second Counselor in the First Presi-

dency, has addressed us, followed by

the choir singing that stirring anthem
"Let Zion in Her Beauty Rise."

President Howard W. Hunter,
President of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will be our next speaker.

President Howard W. Hunter

Love others as God loves us

In an important message to the

Latter-day Saints in Nauvoo just one
year before his tragic and untimely
martyrdom, the Prophet Joseph Smith
said:

"If we would secure and cultivate

the love of others, we must love others,

even our enemies as well as friends. . .

.

Christians should cease wrangling and
contending with each other, and culti-

vate the principles of union and friend-

ship in their midst" {History of the

Church, 5:498-99).

That is magnificent counsel today,

even as it was 150 years ago. The world

in which we live, whether close to home
or far away, needs the gospel of Jesus

Christ. It provides the only way the

world will ever know peace. We need
to be kinder with one another, more
gentle and forgiving. We need to be
slower to anger and more prompt to

help. We need to extend the hand of

friendship and resist the hand of retri-

bution. In short, we need to love one
another with the pure love of Christ,

with genuine charity and compassion
and, if necessary, shared suffering, for

that is the way God loves us.

"Lord, I would follow thee"

In our worship services, we often

sing a lovely hymn with text written by
Susan Evans McCloud. May I recall a

few lines of that hymn for you?

Savior, may I learn to love thee,

Walk the path that thou hast shown,

Pause to help and lift another,

Finding strength beyond my
own. . . .

Who am I to judge another

When I walk imperfectly?

In the quiet heart is hidden
Sorrow that the eye can't see. . . .

I would be my brother's keeper;

I would learn the healer's art.

To the wounded and the weary
I would show a gentle heart.

I would be my brother's keeper-
Lord, I would follow thee.

[Hymns, no. 220]

We need to walk more resolutely

and more charitably the path that Jesus

has shown. We need to "pause to help

and lift another," and surely we will

find "strength beyond [our] own." If we
would do more to learn "the healer's
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art," there would be untold chances to

use it, to touch the "wounded and the

weary" and show to all "a gentlefr]

heart." Yes, Lord, we should follow

thee.

Charity, the pure love of Christ

"A new commandment I give unto

you," he said, "That ye love one an-

other; ... By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love

one to another" (John 13:34-35). This

love that we should have for our broth-

ers and sisters in the human family,

and that Christ has for every one of us,

is called charity or "the pure love of

Christ" (Moroni 7:47). It is the love

that prompted the suffering and sacri-

fice of Christ's atonement. It is the

highest pinnacle the human soul can

reach and the deepest expression of

the human heart.

We have a feeling of appreciation

that our women's Relief Society orga-

nization, celebrating this year its ses-

quicentennial anniversary, has always

had as its theme "Charity Never Fail-

eth." Charity encompasses all other

godly virtues. It distinguishes both the

beginning and the end of the plan of

salvation. When all else fails, charity—
Christ's love— will not fail. It is the

greatest of all divine attributes.

Out of the abundance of his heart,

Jesus spoke to the poor, the downtrod-
den, the widows, the little children; to

farmers and fishermen and those who
tended goats and sheep; to strangers

and foreigners, the rich, the politically

powerful, as well as the unfriendly

Pharisees and scribes. He ministered to

the poor, the hungry, the deprived, the

sick. He blessed the lame, the blind,

the deaf, and other people with physi-

cal disabilities. He drove out the de-

mons and evil spirits that had caused
mental or emotional illness. He puri-

fied those who were burdened with sin.

He taught lessons of love and repeat-

edly demonstrated unselfish service to

others. All were recipients of his love.

All were "privileged the one like unto

the other, and none [were] forbidden"

(2 Nephi 26:28). These are all expres-

sions and examples of his unbounded
charity.

The world in which we live would
benefit greatly if men and women
everywhere would exercise the pure
love of Christ, which is kind, meek, and
lowly. It is without envy or pride. It is

selfless because it seeks nothing in

return. It does not countenance evil or

ill will, nor rejoice in iniquity; it has no
place for bigotry, hatred, or violence.

It refuses to condone ridicule, vulgar-

ity, abuse, or ostracism. It encourages

diverse people to live together in Chris-

tian love regardless of religious belief,

race, nationality, financial standing,

education, or culture.

The Savior has commanded us to

love one another as he has loved us;

to clothe ourselves "with the bond of

charity" (D&C 88:125), as he so

clothed himself. We are called upon to

purify our inner feelings, to change our

hearts, to make our outward actions

and appearance conform to what we
say we believe and feel inside. We are

to be true disciples of Christ.

Vern Crowley learns a lesson in love

As a young man, Brother Vern
Crowley said he learned something of

the crucial lesson the Prophet Joseph

had taught the early Saints in Nauvoo
when he told them to "love others,

even our enemies as well as friends."

This is a good lesson for each of us.

After his father became ill, Vern
Crowley took responsibility for running

the family wrecking yard although he
was only fifteen years of age. Some cus-

tomers occasionally took unfair advan-

tage of the young man, and parts were
disappearing from the lot overnight.

Vern was angry and vowed to catch

someone and make an example of him.

Vengeance would be his.

Just after his father had started to

recover from his illness, Vern was mak-
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ing his rounds of the yard one night at

closing time. It was nearly dark. In a

distant corner of the property, he
caught sight of someone carrying a

large piece of machinery toward the

back fence. He ran like a champion
athlete and caught the young thief. His
first thought was to take out his frustra-

tions with his fists and then drag the

boy to the front office and call the po-

lice. His heart was full of anger and
vengeance. He had caught his thief,

and he intended to get his just dues.

Out of nowhere, Vern's father

came along, put his weak and infirm

hand on his son's shoulder, and said,

"I see you're a bit upset, Vern. Can I

handle this?" He then walked over to

the young would-be thief and put his

arm around his shoulder, looked him in

the eye for a moment, and said, "Son,

tell me, why are you doing this? Why
were you trying to steal that transmis-

sion?" Then Mr. Crowley started walk-

ing toward the office with his arm
around the boy, asking questions about

the young man's car problems as they

walked. By the time they had arrived

at the office, the father said, "Well,

I think your clutch is gone and that's

causing your problem."

In the meantime, Vern was fum-
ing. "Who cares about his clutch?" he
thought. "Let's call the police and get

this over with." But his father just kept

talking. "Vern, get him a clutch. Get
him a throwout bearing too. And get

him a pressure plate. That should take

care of it." The father handed all of the

parts to the young man who had at-

tempted robbery and said, "Take these.

And here's the transmission, too. You
don't have to steal, young man. Just ask

for it. There's a way out of every prob-

lem. People are willing to help."

Brother Vern Crowley said he
learned an everlasting lesson in love

that day. The young man came back to

the lot often. Voluntarily, month by
month, he paid for all of the parts Vic
Crowley had given him, including the

transmission. During those visits he
asked Vern why his dad was the way he

was and why he did what he did. Vern
told him something of their Latter-day

Saint beliefs and how much his father

loved the Lord and loved people.
Eventually the would-be thief was
baptized. Vern later said, "It's hard
now to describe the feelings I had and
what I went through in that experience.

I, too, was young. I had caught my
crook. I was going to extract the utmost
penalty. But my father taught me a

different way."

A more excellent way

A different way? A better way? A
higher way? A more excellent way?
Oh, how the world could benefit from
such a magnificent lesson. As Moroni
declares:

"Wherefore, whoso believeth in

God might with surety hope for a bet-

ter world. . . .

"In the gift of his Son hath God
prepared a more excellent way" (Ether

12:4,11).

President David O. McKay once
said:

"The peace of Christ does not

come by seeking the superficial things

of life, neither does it come except as

it springs from the individual's heart.

Jesus said to his disciples: 'Peace I

leave with you, my peace I give unto

you: not as the world giveth, give I unto

you' " {Gospel Ideals [Salt Lake City:

Improvement Era, 1953], pp. 39-40).

In all the realms of daily living and
in a world of so much need, we should

so live that one day we will hear the

King of Kings say to us:

"For I was an hungred, and ye

gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye

gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye

took me in:

"Naked, and ye clothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison,

and ye came unto me" (Matthew
25:35-36).
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And if we should have occasion to

say: "Lord, when saw we thee an hun-

gred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave

thee drink? When saw we thee a

stranger, and took thee in? or naked,

and clothed thee? Or when saw we
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto

thee?"— then I am certain we will hear

this reply: "Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matthew 25:37-40).

Love others to secure peace

We need a more peaceful world,

growing out of more peaceful families

and neighborhoods and communities.

To secure and cultivate such peace,

"we must love others, even our ene-

mies as well as our friends." The world

needs the gospel of Jesus Christ. Those
who are filled with the love of Christ do
not seek to force others to do better;

they inspire others to do better, indeed

inspire them to the pursuit of God. We
need to extend the hand of friendship.

We need to be kinder, more gentle,

more forgiving, and slower to anger.

We need to love one another with the

pure love of Christ. May this be our
course and our desire.

I add my witness that Jesus is the

Christ, the Savior of the world, and
that this is his Church, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "The Earth Is the

Lord's" without announcement.

President Hinckley

Thank you, President Hunter, for

your moving remarks. The choir has

sung "The Earth Is the Lord's."

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Let Us All Press

On," following which we shall hear
from Bishop Robert D. Hales, the Pre-

siding Bishop of the Church.

The choir and congregation sang

"Let Us All Press On."

Bishop Robert D. Hales

Gratitude for the goodness of God

A few months ago I had an experi-

ence that took me to the very edge of

this mortal existence. As many of you
know, I suffered a heart attack last Au-
gust. I had the opportunity of knowing
firsthand of the healing strength that

comes through united prayer. For that

I will always be grateful. Thank you for

your prayers and for your concern.

Your kindness to me lifted my spirits

and aided in the healing process. I have

been greatly blessed with improving
health and strength.

Throughout that experience there

is one particular feeling that began in-

side of me almost immediately and in-

tensified as time went on and became
overpowering during my illness and
during my recovery and remains with

me still. I became overwhelmed with a

feeling of deep gratitude for the good-
ness of God.

Gratitude for the Atonement

My deepest gratitude is for the

atoning sacrifice of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. The Atonement is the

foundation upon which all gospel
truths reside.

The Savior tells us:


