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Furthermore He said, "For I have
given you an example, that ye should

do as I have done to you" (John 13:15).

And still further, "If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed"

(John 8:31). And finally, simply but
majestically, "Follow thou me" (2
Nephi 31:10).

It becomes clear that the wisest

and most sensible thing for us to do as

His disciples is to labor diligently dur-

ing this mortal estate to become like

Him and acquire a Christlike character

by following and doing what He taught

and showed us. When we do this, our
works become sure answers to the

question "What doest ye for Christ?"

and in turn they go hand in hand with

our answers to "What think ye of

Christ?" Indeed, our cries of "Lord,

Lord" and the works we do being in

harmony with each other for sure will

entitle us to enter the kingdom of

heaven.

The greatest of all achievements

that we can attain in our long and chal-

lenging journey through immortality is

when our claim to discipleship of the

Lord Jesus Christ reaches the stage

where we can say, with all honesty, His

ways are our ways and His thoughts our
thoughts.

That we may all achieve this

through dedicated effort and steadfast

faith in Him who is our Exemplar of

truth and righteousness is my humble
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Elders

Stephen D. Nadauld and Sam K. Shim-
abukuro of the Seventy. Brother Shim-
abukuro, we want Sister Shimabukuro
to keep worrying about all of us. Her
worries and her prayers surely were
answered.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will

now speak to us.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

My beloved brethren and sisters,

it's a privilege for me to be here on this

occasion and to have the opportunity

of bearing my testimony as to the truth-

fulness of the gospel and my deep love

of its leaders. I pray for the Spirit of

the Lord while I address you.

Since being a very small boy,

probably age five, I came to confer-

ence, and I remember I sat with my
father on the third row, center section,

and enjoyed so much all of the confer-

ences that he took me to. But I don't

believe I've ever attended a finer and
more inspirational conference than
this one. I might add, it's been proba-

bly the longest I've ever attended, since

I'm one of the last speakers.

The inspired Wentworth letter

A key document of the restoration

of the gospel is a letter the Prophet
Joseph Smith wrote in reply to a re-

quest of John Wentworth, editor of a

Chicago newspaper. In the Wentworth
letter, the Prophet wrote a "sketch of

the rise, progress, persecution, and
faith of the Latter-day Saints" (History

of the Church, 4:535). It apparently

was the first published account of prin-

cipal events that occurred in the thirty-

six-year period after the Prophet's

birth. The last part of the letter, the

Articles of Faith, is a concise statement

of fundamental beliefs of the Church.

The fact that one heaven-inspired per-

son rather than a council of scholars
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produced this remarkable document
is another evidence of Joseph Smith's

divine calling (see History of the

Church, 4:535 note).

Seeking the good

The last part of the thirteenth

article of faith states, "If there is any-

thing virtuous, lovely, or of good report

or praiseworthy, we seek after these

things."

The word seek means to go in

search of, try to discover, try to acquire.

It requires an active, assertive ap-

proach to life. For example, Abraham
"sought for the blessings of the fathers

. . . and to be a greater follower of

righteousness" (Abraham 1:2). It is the

opposite of passively waiting for some-
thing good to come to us with no effort

on our part.

We can fill our lives with good,

leaving no room for anything else. We
have so much good from which to

choose that we need never partake of

evil. Elder Richard L. Evans declared:

"There is evil in the world. There is

also good. It is for us to learn and
choose between the two; to increase in

self-discipline, in competence, in kind-

ness; to keep going— putting one foot

in front of the other— one day, one
hour, one moment, one task at a time"

{Thoughts for One Hundred Days, 5 vols.

[Salt Lake City: Publishers Press,

1966-72], 4:199).

If we seek things that are virtuous

and lovely, we surely will find them.

Conversely, if we seek for evil, we will

find that also. Lucifer understands how
to tempt and drag many of our Heav-
enly Father's children down to where
he and his followers are. He rebelled

and was cast out; he wants to make us

as miserable as he is (see 2 Nephi
2:18).

My message may be the opposite

of the worldly message of Satan's fal-

lacy. Nephi described it when he wrote:

"Many . . . shall say: Eat, drink,

and be merry, for tomorrow we die;

and it shall be well with us.

"... Nevertheless, fear God— he

will justify in committing a little sin;

yea, lie a little, take the advantage of

one . . . ; there is no harm in this; and
do all these things, for tomorrow we
die; and if it so be that we are guilty,

God will beat us with a few stripes, and
at last we shall be saved in the kingdom
of God" (2 Nephi 28:7-8).

Though we live in the world, we
must not be of the world. For members
of the Church, seeking the good is

more than a lofty ideal. It is an obli-

gation we accepted when we entered

the waters of baptism; we renew it

each time we partake of the sacrament.

We must remember, "The Lord cannot

look upon sin with the least degree of

allowance; nevertheless, he that re-

pents and does the commandments of

the Lord shall be forgiven" (D&C
1:31-32).

Strengthening our families

We can seek to strengthen our
families and can foster peace and hap-

piness in our homes, making them a

safe haven from the cares and woes
about us. By example parents can teach

children to be kind, considerate, re-

spectful, and supportive of one another

and to avoid strife and contention.

Occasionally, family members treat

each other with less courtesy and kind-

ness than they do acquaintances or

even strangers. Family members do
have differences that can cause fric-

tion, but they should reserve their most
tender affection for those who are clos-

est to them: their spouse, parents,

brothers, and sisters. The true great-

ness of a person, in my view, is evident

in the way he or she treats those with

whom courtesy and kindness are not

required.
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Being good neighbors

We can seek to be good neighbors.

In most cases, those who are good
neighbors will have good neighbors.

Being a good neighbor means doing
more than offering a thoughtful ges-

ture from time to time on a holiday or

in a crisis. It means striving continu-

ously to build and maintain genuine
friendship. We react quickly in an
emergency. For example, last Christ-

mas our neighbor's car caught on fire.

Everyone who saw the flames immedi-
ately rushed out to help. Do we re-

spond as well when the need is less

urgent but perhaps very important?

Do we visit our neighbors even when
no one is ill and no crisis exists?

Providing selfless service

We can seek to provide selfless

service because of the love we have for

our fellowmen. The Savior placed such

love second only to love for God when
he said:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,

and with all thy mind.
"This is the first and great com-

mandment.
"And the second is like unto it,

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-

self.

"On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets"

(Matthew 22:37-40).

Regarding these two command-
ments, we read in the book of 1 John:

"If a man say, I love God, and
hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen?

"And this commandment have we
from him, That he who loveth God love

his brother also" (1 John 4:20-21).

Serving others should become a

natural part of the life of every follower

of our Savior. When we subordinate

personal interests out of love and give

of ourselves with no thought of receiv-

ing in return, we are moving toward

becoming true disciples.

"The Lord has . . . commanded his

people to care for the poor and needy.

He said, 'And remember in all things

the poor and the needy, the sick and the

afflicted, for he that doeth not these

things, the same is not my disciple'

(D&C 52:40)" (Providing in the Lord's

Way:A Leader's Guide to Welfare [1990],

p. 3). In a stake I visited recently, the

unemployment rate was high. How-
ever, the faithful Saints and leaders

there have joined together in a liberal

fast-offering contribution to make sure

that no one goes without necessities.

Becoming self-reliant

We should seek to become self-

reliant, so far as possible, rather than

depend on someone else to provide for

us. Some people seem to have the no-

tion that we have a right to everything

in life without making any effort to

produce it ourselves. Many believe the

government and others should take

care of us. They think others should

provide food, health care, and housing.

Of course, society must care for some
of its people, but the general popula-

tion should get away from the idea of

depending on the government for

things they can provide for themselves

and their families.

Being happy

We should seek to be happy and
cheerful and not allow Satan to over-

come us with discouragement, despair,

or depression. As President Benson
said, "Of all people, we as Latter-day

Saints should be the most optimistic

and the least pessimistic" ("Do Not De-

spair," Ensign, Oct. 1986, p. 2). Where
sin is the cause of unhappiness, we need

to repent and return to a righteous
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life because "wickedness never was
happiness" (Alma 41:10). "You cannot
do wrong and feel right. It is impos-

sible" (Ezra Taft Benson, "To 'The
Rising Generation,' " New Era, June
1986, p. 5).

I believe happiness comes from a

clear conscience and from being with-

out guile or deception. It means avoid-

ing jealousy and envy. It means
cultivating peace in our homes and
enjoying the peace in our hearts that

righteousness brings. It comes from a

knowledge and assurance, given by the

Spirit, that the life we are pursuing

accords with God's will and is accept-

able to him (see Joseph Smith, Lectures

on Faith, 3:5). After all, the Prophet
Joseph's oft-quoted statement remains

in force; he said, "Happiness is the ob-

ject and design of our existence; and
will be the end thereof, if we pursue

the path that leads to it; and this path
is virtue, uprightness, faithfulness, holi-

ness, and keeping all the command-
ments of God" {History of the Church,

5:134-35). We need not feel depressed

or discouraged about conditions in the

world, for the Lord will help us find the

good that will lead us to happiness.

Seeking uplifting entertainment

In a day when broadcasters and
publishers have rather free access into

our homes, we must seek clean, uplift-

ing entertainment, whether on televi-

sion, videos, movies, magazines, books,

or other printed material. We should

be very selective and choose only those

things that meet the test of being virtu-

ous, lovely, of good report, or praise-

worthy. If it is questionable, we should

avoid it.

Supporting good government

Especially in an election year, as

we have in the United States this year,

we should seek to support those we
believe will act with integrity and carry

out our ideas of good government. The
Lord has said:

"When the wicked rule the people

mourn. Wherefore, honest men and wise

men should be sought for diligently,

and good men and wise men ye should

observe to uphold" (D&C 98:9-10).

The Church maintains a policy of

strict political neutrality, favoring no
party or candidate, but every member
should take an active part in the polit-

ical process. We should study the is-

sues and the candidates to be sure our
votes are based on knowledge rather

than hearsay. We need to pray for our

public officials and ask the Lord to

help them in making momentous deci-

sions that affect us. Our beliefs regard-

ing earthly governments and laws are

summarized in section 134 of the Doc-
trine and Covenants and the twelfth ar-

ticle of faith. We should support public

policy that coincides with these moral
beliefs.

Sharing the gospel

Church members should seek to

carry the gospel message forth to all

who will hear it. We should seek with-

out delay to preach by precept and by

example to be sure everyone is willing

to accept gospel truths and has the

opportunity to do so. The best way
to teach the gospel is to live it. Parents

are to prepare their children by teach-

ing them gospel principles; teaching

them to live clean, pure lives so they

can be worthy missionaries and ambas-
sadors of the Lord; encouraging them
to acquire a strong testimony of the

gospel; and helping them to prepare fi-

nancially for this sacred service. Also,

older couples should arrange their af-

fairs so they can serve as missionaries.

Doing temple work

We can seek to enter holy temples

frequently to perform essential ordi-

nances regularly for others who have
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preceded us. Temple work enables us

to do for others what they cannot do
for themselves. It is a labor of love

that permits our forefathers to con-

tinue their progress toward eternal life.

As valuable and beneficial as temple
work is to them, it is equally valuable

to us. The house of the Lord is a place

where we can escape from the mun-
dane and see our lives in an eternal

perspective. We can ponder instruc-

tions and covenants that help us
understand more clearly the plan of

salvation and the infinite love of our
Heavenly Father for his children. We
can ponder our relationship to God,
the Eternal Father, and his Son, Jesus

Christ.

We learn from the Doctrine and
Covenants that a temple is a place of

thanksgiving, "a place of instruction for

all those who are called to the work
of the ministry in all their several call-

ings and offices; that they may be per-

fected in the understanding of their

ministry, in theory, in principle, and in

doctrine, in all things pertaining to the

kingdom of God on the earth" (D&C
97:13-14).

Regular temple work can provide

spiritual strength. It can be an anchor
in daily life, a source of guidance, pro-

tection, security, peace, and revelation.

No work is more spiritual than temple
work.

In the words of Hugh Nibley: The
"temple is a scale model of the uni-

verse. . . . The mystique of the temple
lies in its extension to other worlds;

it is the reflection on earth of the

heavenly order, and the power that fills

it comes from above" (Temple and
Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1992], p. xv).

As spirit children of our Heavenly
Father, we should seek always to rec-

ognize the divine potential within us

and never restrict our perspective to

the limited scope of mortal life.

Seeking the Holy Ghost

We should seek the Holy Ghost,

who can be the constant companion of

all members of the Church who are

obedient and righteous. He can reveal

all truth to us in our minds and in our

hearts, comfort us in times of distress,

prompt us in making correct choices

and decisions, and help us purify our-

selves from sin. I know of no greater

blessing that can come to us in mor-
tality than the companionship of the

Holy Ghost.
Surely we live in troubled times,

but we can seek and obtain the good
despite Satan's temptations and snares.

He cannot tempt us beyond our power
to resist (see 1 Corinthians 10:13). When
we seek "anything virtuous, lovely, or

of good report or praiseworthy," we are

seeking to emulate the Savior and fol-

low his teachings. Then we are on the

path that can lead us to eternal life.

I bear humble witness that our

Heavenly Father knows and loves each

of his children and that his Beloved

Son, Jesus Christ, is our Savior and Re-
deemer. Joseph Smith is the prophet of

the restoration of the gospel of Jesus

Christ. His successors, from Brigham
Young to our present prophet, Presi-

dent Ezra Taft Benson, are also mod-
ern-day prophets of God. They teach

us to seek that which is good. I so tes-

tify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken

to us.

Before hearing the closing remarks

of President Gordon B. Hinckley,

First Counselor in the First Presidency,

we express appreciation to the Mor-
mon Youth Chorus, the Relief Society

choir from the Brigham City Utah
Region, the Aaronic Priesthood choir

from the Orem Utah Region, and the


