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GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

The chorus sang "Jesus, Lover of

My Soul."

President Hinckley

Elder L. Tom Perry of the Council

of the Twelve has spoken to us, and the

chorus has sung "Jesus, Lover of My
Soul."

President Howard W. Hunter,
President of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, will be our concluding
speaker for this session.

President Howard W. Hunter

The beacon in the harbor of peace

My dear brothers and sisters, we
are mindful that, in spite of hopeful

progress seen in recent years, many
parts of the world are still filled with

strife and sorrow and despair.

Our hearts are torn and our emo-
tions touched when each day's cover-

age of local or global news brings yet

another story of conflict and suffering

and, all too often, open warfare. Surely

our prayer is to see the world made a

better place in which to live, to see

more care and concern for one an-

other, and to see the cause of peace

and reassurance increased in every

direction and extended to all people.

In the pursuit of such peace and
reassurance, may I quote a great voice

from the past. He said: "[In order to

make the world] a better place ... to

live, . . . the first and most important

step is to choose as a leader one whose
leadership is infallible, whose teachings

when practiced have never failed. In

. . . [any] tempestuous sea of uncer-

tainty, the pilot must be one who
through the storm can see the beacon in

the harbor of peace" (David O. McKay,
Man May Know for Himself [Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book Co., 1967], p. 407).

Jesus is the only unfailing beacon

The message of this general con-

ference of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints is that there is but

one guiding hand in the universe, only

one truly infallible light, one unfailing

beacon to the world. That light is Jesus

Christ, the light and life of the world,

the light which one Book of Mormon
prophet described as "a light that is

endless, that can never be darkened"
(Mosiah 16:9).

As we search for the shore of

safety and peace, whether we be indi-

vidual women and men, families, com-
munities, or nations, Christ is the only

beacon on which we can ultimately rely.

He is the one who said of his mission,

"I am the way, the truth, and the life"

(John 14:6).

In this age, as in every age before

us and in every age that will follow, the

greatest need in all the world is an

active and sincere faith in the basic

teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, the

living Son of the living God. Because
many reject those teachings, that is all

the more reason why sincere believers

in the gospel of Jesus Christ should

proclaim its truth and show by example
the power and peace of a righteous,

gentle life.

Love your enemies

Consider, for example, this in-

struction from Christ to his disciples.

He said, "Love your enemies, bless

them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute

you" (Matthew 5:44).
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Think what this admonition alone

would do in your neighborhood and
mine, in the communities in which you
and your children live, in the nations

which make up our great global family.

I realize this doctrine poses a signifi-

cant challenge, but surely it is a more
agreeable challenge than the terrible

tasks posed for us by the war and pov-

erty and pain the world continues to

face.

How are we supposed to act when
we are offended, misunderstood, un-
fairly or unkindly treated, or sinned

against? What are we supposed to do
if we are hurt by those we love, or are

passed over for promotion, or are
falsely accused, or have our motives

unfairly assailed?

Do we fight back? Do we send in

an ever-larger battalion? Do we revert

to an eye for an eye and a tooth for a

tooth, or, as Tevye says in Fiddler on the

Roof, do we come to the realization

that this finally leaves us blind and
toothless?

Be more forgiving

We all have significant opportu-

nity to practice Christianity, and we
should try it at every opportunity. For
example, we can all be a little more
forgiving. In latter-day revelation the

Lord said:

"My disciples, in days of old,

sought occasion against one another

and forgave not one another in their

hearts; and for this evil they were af-

flicted and sorely chastened.

"Wherefore, I say unto you, that

ye ought to forgive one another; for he
that forgiveth not his brother his tres-

passes standeth condemned before the

Lord; for there remaineth in him the

greater sin.

"I, the Lord, will forgive whom I

will forgive, but of you it is required to

forgive all men" (D&C 64:8-10).

Christ taught with authority and love

In the majesty of his life and the

example of his teachings, Christ gave

us much counsel with secure promises
always attached. He taught with a

grandeur and authority that filled with

hope the educated and the ignorant,

the wealthy and the poor, the well and
the diseased.

His message, as one writer said,

"flowed forth as sweetly and as lavishly

to single listeners as to enraptured
crowds; and some of its very richest

revelations were vouchsafed, neither

to rulers nor to multitudes, but to the

persecuted outcast of the Jewish syna-

gogue, to the timid inquirer in the

lonely midnight, and the frail woman
by the noonday well." His teachings

dealt not so much with ceremony and
minutia as "with the human soul, and
human destiny, and human life—with

Hope and Charity, and Faith. . . .

Springing from the depths of holy emo-
tions, it thrilled the being of every lis-

tener as with an electric flame. In a

word, [his] authority was the authority

of [God]." Christ's voice was pure and
pervaded with sympathy. Even the
severity of his sternest injunctions was
expressed with an unutterable love.

(Frederic W. Farrar, The Life of Christ

[Portland, Oreg.: Fountain Publica-

tions, 1964], p. 215.)

"It is I; be not afraid"

Let me recall one of the great sto-

ries of Christ's triumph over that which
seems to test us and try us and bring

fear to our hearts. As Christ's disciples

set out on one of their frequent jour-

neys across the Sea of Galilee, the

night was dark and the elements were
strong and contrary. The waves were
boisterous and the wind was bold, and
these mortal, frail men were frightened.

Unfortunately "there was no one with

them ... to calm and save [them], for

Jesus was alone upon the [shore]."



24

Saturday, October 3, 1992

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

As always, he was watching over

them. He loved them and cared for

them. In their moment of greatest ex-

tremity they looked and saw in the

darkness an image in "a fluttering robe"

walking toward them on "the ridges of

the sea. . . . They cried out in terror at

the sight, thinking that it was a phan-

tom that walked upon the waves. And
through the storm and darkness to

them— as so often to us, when, amid
the darknesses of life, the ocean seems
so great, and our little boats so small,"

there came the ultimate and reassuring

voice of peace with this simple declara-

tion: "It is I; be not afraid." Peter ex-

claimed, "Lord, if it be thou, bid me
come unto thee on the water." And
Christ's answer to him was the same as

to all of us: "Come."
Peter "sprang over the vessel's

side into the troubled waves, . . . and
while his eye was fixed on his Lord, the

wind might toss his hair, and the spray

might drench his robes, but all was
well." Only when with wavering faith

he removed his glance from the Master
to look at the furious waves and the

black gulf beneath him, only then did

he begin to sink. Again, like most of

us, he cried, "Lord, save me." Nor did

Jesus fail him. "He stretched out His

hand, and grasped the hand of His

drowning disciple, with the gentle

rebuke, 'O thou of little faith, why didst

thou doubt?'
"

Then safely aboard their little

craft, they saw the wind fall and the

crash of the waves become a ripple.

Soon they were at their haven, their

safe port, where all would one day

hope to be. "All— the crew as well as

His disciples—were filled with [deep]

amazement." Some of them addressed

him by a title which I declare today:

"Truly thou art the Son of God." (See

Farrar, The Life of Christ, pp. 310-13;

see also Matthew 14:22-33.)

Fix our eyes on Jesus

It is my firm belief that if as indi-

vidual people, as families, communities,

and nations, we could, like Peter, fix

our eyes on Jesus, we too might walk
triumphantly over the swelling waves of

disbelief and remain unterrified amid
the rising winds of doubt. But if we
turn away our eyes from him in whom
we must believe, as it is so easy to do
and the world is so much tempted to

do, if we look to the power and fury of

those terrible and destructive elements

around us rather than to him who can
help and save us, then we shall inevi-

tably sink in a sea of conflict and sor-

row and despair.

At such times when we feel the

floods are threatening to drown us and
the deep is going to swallow up the

tossed vessel of our faith, I pray we may
always hear amid the storm and the

darkness that sweet utterance of the

Savior of the world: "Be of good cheer;

it is I; be not afraid" (Matthew 14:27).

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, President Howard W.
Hunter, for your inspiring remarks.

We are grateful to the owners and
operators of the many television and
radio stations for offering their facili-

ties as a public service to bring the pro-

ceedings of this conference to a large

audience in many areas of the world.

This wonderful chorus of young
voices will now sing "The Spirit of

God." The benediction will then be
offered by Elder Rex D. Pinegar of

the Presidency of the Seventy, and the

conference will be adjourned until two
o'clock this afternoon.

The chorus sang "The Spirit of

God."
Elder Rex D. Pinegar offered the

benediction.


