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first and second counselors, respec-

tively, in the Young Men General
Presidency. Those in favor, please indi-

cate. Any opposed.
It is proposed that we sustain the

other General Authorities and general

officers of the Church as presently con-

stituted. All in favor. Any who may be
opposed.

It appears that the voting has been
unanimous in the affirmative.

We invite the new Counselors in

the Presiding Bishopric to take their

places on the stand at this time.

Thank you, brothers and sisters,

for your vote of love and support.

Now, for the information of the

members of the Church, we are

pleased to announce that work is pro-

ceeding on schedule for the San Diego
California Temple, which will likely be

dedicated next spring. Work is also on
schedule for the Orlando Florida and
Bountiful Utah temples. Architectural

work is proceeding, looking in the near

future to the construction of the
temples in St. Louis, Missouri; Bogota,

Colombia; and Guayaquil, Ecuador.

We are also pleased to announce
that property has been designated for

the construction of a new temple in

Hong Kong to serve the needs of our
people in that great area of Asia; and
another in Hartford, Connecticut, to

accommodate Church members from
the New York, Boston, and New En-
gland areas; and also another temple in

Utah County to relieve the pressure on
the Provo Temple, which is operating

far beyond its designed capacity. We
anticipate that there will be others, the

locations of which will be announced
later.

Thank you.

President Monson

Elder Marvin J. Ashton of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be
our first speaker at this session.

Elder Marvin J. Ashton

Yearning for home

At some time in your life, you've

probably experienced the pangs of

homesickness. It might have been
those first times you stayed overnight

with a friend or went on a sleepover, as

our grandchildren call them. As much
as you wanted to be with your friends,

you might have been lonely for your

parents and for the secure feeling of

being home, where it was safe and
comfortable.

Sustained homesickness might not

have come until later—when you left

for college or to serve a mission, or

even when you were uprooted by mar-
riage and a move far from home. Or it

might have occurred when your par-

ents divorced and you found yourself

struggling to adapt to new surround-

ings and maybe even a stepparent and

new relatives. During these periods of

adjustment and absence, you perhaps
felt unsettled, lonely, and had a deep
yearning for home.

Recently a mission president asked
me to speak to a troubled missionary

who was having extreme homesickness

problems. His intense yearnings were
causing poor performance, a waste of

time, a lack of concentration, and a dis-

like for his present assignment. I took

the occasion to tell him that some of

the right kind of homesickness could

be desirable, but it must be kept under
control. Let me say at the outset, yearn-

ing is defined as "to have a strong or

deep desire; be filled with longing"

{American Heritage Dictionary, second
college edition, 1982). This missionary

seemed very sincere in wanting to do
better. Proper yearnings for home can
be beneficial.
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An anchor, a port, a refuge

Not just children but all of us will

want to think of home under joyous or

trying circumstances. We let ourselves

become homesick for love, acceptance,

security, understanding, and guidance

that generally are taught and shared

there. Home should be the place in

which a person can unburden his soul

and find renewed strength to face the

world; where there is comfort, joy, and
understanding; where best friends live;

and where we can learn to be our best

selves.

There is a certain kind of yearning

for home we should never want to lose.

Home should be an anchor, a port in a

storm, a refuge, a happy place in which
to dwell, a place where we are loved

and where we can love. Home should

be where life's greatest lessons are

taught and learned. Home and family

can be the center of one's earthly faith,

where love and mutual responsibility

are appropriately blended. Thinking of

home with its pleasant and happy
memories can make us stronger during

our present and future days here upon
the earth.

land that nourished him and built char-

acter in him and provided him the

sacred beginnings of a life devoted to

God, family, and country. Truly, Presi-

dent Benson loves his childhood home.

Yearning for our heavenly home

I am concerned for people today
who do not have a longing for or

thoughts of home. It is unfortunate

that among us we have people who
have never experienced home life that

has been and is desirable so that there

can be an anxiousness under control

for thoughts toward home. Our respon-

sibilities are to share the warmth of our
homes by being good neighbors and
friends.

To know who we are is important,

but to know where we are in relation-

ship to our earthly home and heavenly
home is essential if we are to receive

all the blessings our Father in Heaven
has for those who love him and keep
his commandments. Our eternal home
is our ultimate destination. A proper
yearning for home can prevent our get-

ting lost in detours or paths that lead

us away.

President Benson's childhood home young Women anxious to go home

President Benson has always loved

his childhood home. He loves Whitney,

Idaho, his birthplace. He loves the

homestead where all eleven children

were born and reared by noble parents.

Over a lifetime of worldwide travel,

he yearned to return often to his home,
and he did so. His heart has always

been in Cache Valley. He loved going

back and visiting with family members
still there and seeing the friends of his

birth, his neighbors, his teachers, his

bishops, his kin who had such an im-

pact for good on his life. He calls them
"the finest people in all the world," and
Whitney "the ideal farm community."

It revitalizes President Benson to

go back to his roots, to go back to the

It is reported that one summer at a

Young Women's conference in Alberta,

Canada, three hundred girls were
camped in tents scattered among tall

pines. It rained every day and was very

cold and wet. Even so, there was no
murmuring in the camp. On the last

day of the conference, the leader
addressed the young women under
cloudy skies. Despite the unseasonable

cold, there was a feeling of warmth
among them for this their temporary
home. Maybe because of the cold they

were all drawn together and felt warm
from the inside out.

The speaker began her remarks by
asking, "Where are you going following

this outdoor conference?" The united
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chorus of three hundred young women
resounded through the tall pines.

"Home!" they cried out. "Where?" they

were asked again, and they responded
with even greater conviction: "Home!"
They knew where they wanted to go

most of all and were anxious to get

there.

The most attractive home that we
will ever share will be that abode with

our families with appropriate relation-

ship to our Heavenly Father and his

Son, Jesus Christ.

The prodigal son turns homeward

Even the prodigal son could not

resist the pull of home. He spurned his

father, his home life, and his heritage,

lavishly wasting his inheritance on riot-

ous living. When he had nothing and
was reduced to living off the spoils that

only swine would eat, his thoughts
turned homeward. Could there have

been moments, as he gleaned the fields

for husks to eat, when he longed for

the security, safety, and acceptance
he'd had before? Might he have been
deeply homesick? Repentant, and hop-

ing his father would accept him as a

servant, he finally returned home. His

father rejoiced, welcoming him back
with open arms and complete accep-

tance. He no doubt knew that welcom-
ing his wayward son was crucial if he
hoped to ever return to his heavenly

home. (See Luke 15:11-32.)

Being homesick isn't all bad

Over the years I've counseled with

many whose homesickness threatened

to interfere with their missions, mar-
riages, and families.

But I've come to see that being

homesick isn't all bad. It's natural to

miss the people you are closest to. It's

normal to long to be where you feel

secure, where those you love have your

best interests at heart. It's understand-

able to want to return to the place

where you learned how to walk and
talk, where you felt loved even when
friends turned away, and where you
were accepted regardless of the situa-

tion. There's no place on earth that can
take the place of a home where love

has been given and received.

Heartbreak of having no home

Recently we've witnessed the tragic

devastation that Hurricane Andrew
left in its wake in southern Florida and
Louisiana. Tens of thousands of people
have lost their homes. Armed forces

personnel have raised tent cities to try

to at least provide these victims with

shelter. But the sobering fact is that, at

least for a time, many of these people
literally cannot go home. I cannot
imagine how they must yearn for what
they so recently had.

I have known other men and
women who, for one reason or another,

could not go home or who had no
home to go to. I have felt their pain

and seen their tears. It is at best a

heartbreaking situation.

Satan wants us to forget about home

In another application, I have also

known men and women who have jeop-

ardized the privilege of returning to

their heavenly home. Some were deal-

ing with problems that made them in-

eligible to enter the temple and make
the eternal covenants that bind us to

our eternal home. I have felt their

heartache and their longing for oppor-
tunities that, at least for a time, were
beyond their reach.

The ramifications are poignant
and endless. Perhaps we've all had
these overwhelming thoughts come to

mind: What if I am unworthy? What if

I could never go home?
If he could have his way, Satan

would distract us from our heritage.

He would have us become involved in

a million and one things in this life—
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probably none of which is very impor-

tant in the long run— to keep us from
concentrating on the things that are

really important, particularly the re-

ality that we are God's children. He
would like us to forget about home and
family values. He'd like to keep us so

busy with comparatively insignificant

things that we don't have time to make
the effort to understand where we
came from, whose children we are, and
how glorious our ultimate homecoming
can be!

Our spiritual heritage

We are literally the children of our

Heavenly Father. We kept our first es-

tate. During our experience in pre-

mortality, we lived with and were cared

for and taught by a loving Father.

Among other things, we were schooled

in what had to be a perfect spiritual

and educational environment. And we
rejoiced when told of the plan whereby
we could prove ourselves. Hence the

day arrived when it was our turn to

experience a period of probation and
testing, a period during which a veil

would be drawn over our memories so

that we would be free either to walk by

faith and by the Spirit or to forsake our

spiritual heritage and birthright.

Now we're here. And I'm sure we
would all agree that this second estate

has lived up to its billing. It is a time of

testing, of probation. The challenges

and duties and responsibilities at times

seem to overshadow almost everything

else. Sadly, it's easy to become so en-

cumbered by the press of daily life that

we lose our focus.

Focus on what really matters

One definition of the word focus

is "directed attention" or "emphasis"

(Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictio-

nary). Perhaps as much as anything in

this day and age of mass media, instan-

taneous worldwide communications,

and modern conveniences that seem to

help us pack more into each day than
would have been considered possible

just a few decades ago, we need to fo-

cus on and direct our attention to the

things that really matter. And simply,

what really matters is a personal testi-

mony of Jesus Christ, an understanding
of who we are and what we're doing

here, and an absolute determination to

return home.
What young musician, finally

scheduled to debut in a capacity con-

cert hall after years of agonizing re-

hearsal, would, while en route to the

performance, stop to join a long line

forming at the latest hit movie, forget-

ting the thousands of people waiting to

hear her?

What world-class runner, after

training for well over a decade, would
find himself in the Olympic finals, only

to stop running halfway through his

race to watch the high-jump finals tak-

ing place on the other side of the field?

These examples may seem prepos-

terous, but how much more tragic it is

for someone who, equipped with a tes-

timony of the truth and a knowledge
of the purpose of life, becomes more
absorbed in life today than in life for-

ever; who's just a little more concerned
about his or her status and standing in

mortality than in eternity; whose focus

is not directed to God the Father and
his Son, Jesus Christ, with whom it is

possible to have a glorious connection

and bond.

Pursue things higher than the earth

I fear that at times we run the risk

of acting like seasoned, conditioned

athletes who are more interested in

what kind of jogging suits we'll wear
than in buckling down to train for the

race. C. S. Lewis had an intriguing way
of evaluating this dilemma: "We are

half-hearted creatures, fooling about
with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered us, like an igno-
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rant child who wants to go on making
mud pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer of

a holiday at the sea. . . . We are far

too easily pleased" (A MindAwake: An
Anthology of C. S. Lewis, ed. Clyde S.

Kilby [New York: Harcourt, Brace and
World, 1968], p. 168).

The prophet Mormon put it an-

other way: "Why are ye ashamed to take

upon you the name of Christ? Why do
ye not think that greater is the value of

an endless happiness than that misery

which never dies— because of the praise

of the world?" (Mormon 8:38).

When we have a yearning and
don't know what it is for, perhaps it's

our soul longing for its heartland, long-

ing to be no longer alienated from the

Lord and the pursuit of something much
higher, better, and more fulfilling than
anything this earth has to offer.

"See that ye fall not out"

After Joseph, son of Jacob, had
been reunited with his brothers, he

asked them to return home to Canaan
to bring his father, Jacob, to him in

Egypt. As the brothers were preparing

to depart, Joseph said to them simply,

"See that ye fall not out by the way"
(Genesis 45:24).

Might our Heavenly Father have

given us much the same counsel as we
departed his presence to begin our
earthly sojourn?

May our yearning for home be the

motivation we need to so live that we
can return to our heavenly home with

God our Father on a forever basis, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Marvin J. Ashton of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles has just

spoken to us.

Elders Lino Alvarez and Dallas N.

Archibald, who were called as mem-
bers of the Seventy since April confer-

ence, will now address us.

Elder Lino Alvarez

My dear brothers and sisters, I

feel very humble as I stand at the same
pulpit where so many men of God
come to teach us the eternal truths of

the everlasting gospel.

I pray that the Spirit of the Lord
may be present this afternoon so that

as I express myself in a language which
is not my own, you may understand in

your mind and in your heart what I will

try to say, that his promise that we both
may be edified and rejoice together

may be fulfilled (see D&C 50:22). I ask

you to have a prayer in your heart that

this may be possible.

Gratitude

First of all I would like to express

to my Heavenly Father gratitude for

his love, his mercy, his patience, and,

above all, his confidence in me. I would
like to thank the First Presidency,

the Quorum of the Twelve, and the

Seventy for everything they have taught

me during the course of many years

about the Savior and the way I can
serve him better. I would also like

to thank my mission president, who
believed in me during my youth. He
gave me confidence and nurtured my
testimony of Christ and His restored

gospel.


