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rant child who wants to go on making
mud pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer of

a holiday at the sea. . . . We are far

too easily pleased" (A MindAwake: An
Anthology of C. S. Lewis, ed. Clyde S.

Kilby [New York: Harcourt, Brace and
World, 1968], p. 168).

The prophet Mormon put it an-

other way: "Why are ye ashamed to take

upon you the name of Christ? Why do
ye not think that greater is the value of

an endless happiness than that misery

which never dies— because of the praise

of the world?" (Mormon 8:38).

When we have a yearning and
don't know what it is for, perhaps it's

our soul longing for its heartland, long-

ing to be no longer alienated from the

Lord and the pursuit of something much
higher, better, and more fulfilling than
anything this earth has to offer.

"See that ye fall not out"

After Joseph, son of Jacob, had
been reunited with his brothers, he

asked them to return home to Canaan
to bring his father, Jacob, to him in

Egypt. As the brothers were preparing

to depart, Joseph said to them simply,

"See that ye fall not out by the way"
(Genesis 45:24).

Might our Heavenly Father have

given us much the same counsel as we
departed his presence to begin our
earthly sojourn?

May our yearning for home be the

motivation we need to so live that we
can return to our heavenly home with

God our Father on a forever basis, I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Marvin J. Ashton of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles has just

spoken to us.

Elders Lino Alvarez and Dallas N.

Archibald, who were called as mem-
bers of the Seventy since April confer-

ence, will now address us.

Elder Lino Alvarez

My dear brothers and sisters, I

feel very humble as I stand at the same
pulpit where so many men of God
come to teach us the eternal truths of

the everlasting gospel.

I pray that the Spirit of the Lord
may be present this afternoon so that

as I express myself in a language which
is not my own, you may understand in

your mind and in your heart what I will

try to say, that his promise that we both
may be edified and rejoice together

may be fulfilled (see D&C 50:22). I ask

you to have a prayer in your heart that

this may be possible.

Gratitude

First of all I would like to express

to my Heavenly Father gratitude for

his love, his mercy, his patience, and,

above all, his confidence in me. I would
like to thank the First Presidency,

the Quorum of the Twelve, and the

Seventy for everything they have taught

me during the course of many years

about the Savior and the way I can
serve him better. I would also like

to thank my mission president, who
believed in me during my youth. He
gave me confidence and nurtured my
testimony of Christ and His restored

gospel.
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I come to this calling with a feeling

of inadequacy but also with a great and
solemn testimony that comes from God
that I am willing to give my best to

serve the Lord and his people. I re-

ceived this calling through President

Hinckley, who also called me as the

stake mission president of the first

stake in Santiago, Chile, in 1972 and
later as president of the Mexico City

South Mission in 1982.

Parents laid the foundation

As I have pondered about my
childhood, my youth, and my adult life,

I believe that the foundation for my be-

liefs was laid by my parents during the

years of my childhood and youth. I wish

to render a tribute to them. My father

and mother, with no formal education,

knew how to teach the eternal prin-

ciples of the gospel. I am the tenth

child in a family of twelve children—
ten boys and two girls.

The Lord gave to Israel, through

Moses, the Ten Commandments on
Mount Sinai. I wish to call to your at-

tention today the fifth of these com-
mandments, which says, "Honour thy

father and thy mother: that thy days

may be long upon the land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee" (Exodus
20:12).

There are two things that our par-

ents did with all of their children for

which we now honor them. First, they

taught us correct principles and helped

us walk uprightly before the Lord and
live his commandments. Second, they

taught us the value of work, personal

integrity, and family unity. Even
though not all of us are members of the

Church, we have tried to live according

to the principles they taught us.

Every year we have the opportu-

nity to gather as a family— children,

grandchildren, and great-grandchildren

—with my father. He does what Lehi

did before he died, when he gathered

together his children and told them:

"And now that my soul might have

joy in you, and that my heart might

leave this world with gladness because
of you, that I might not be brought
down with grief and sorrow to the

grave, arise from the dust, my sons, and

be men, and be determined in one
mind and in one heart, united in all

things, that ye may not come down into

captivity" (2 Nephi 1:21).

The Lord blesses us as we serve

When I was about to go on a mis-

sion, I worried about the same things

that today worry the young men and
young women who will also serve mis-

sions. I worried about work, my girl-

friend, school, and family. When I was
old enough to go on a mission, my
father was almost sixty-six years old,

and I thought, My father is old, and if

I leave for two years, he may die and I

will not see him anymore. Who will

take care of my mother? She will be all

alone when he is no longer at her side.

May I tell you that I served two

years in the mission, I served in the

Church schools in Chile for five years, I

served as a mission president for three

years and as a Regional Representative

for six years, and my father is still here

at the head of the family. He was born

a month after President Benson, so last

month he turned ninety-three years

old.

I testify that when we serve the

Lord with all of our heart, might, mind,

and strength, he blesses us.

I also wish to render tribute to the

parents of my loving companion, who
taught her as my parents did me. I

thank them for having accepted the

gospel even before she was born.

Honor parents day by day

I testify that an excellent way to

honor our parents is to keep the com-
mandments and serve the Lord.
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After having been set apart to

serve in the Second Quorum of the

Seventy, I, with my wife and one of our
children, visited my father. We asked
him to give me a blessing, something
which I have always striven to do when
I have received a new priesthood as-

signment. He laid his hands upon my
head and gave me a short but grand
blessing. He said, "Son, I bless you that

the Holy Spirit may accompany you,

your wife, and your children in every-

thing you do." What more could I wish
for?

I would also like to thank my
sweet companion and my dear chil-

dren, two of whom are now serving

full-time missions, and the third is

awaiting his call. Without their love

and confidence I could do nothing. I

love them dearly, and I trust them com-
pletely.

I invite all who are listening, young
and old alike, to honor their parents

day by day and to try to do those things

that bring honor to them.

Testimony

I testify with all my heart that God
lives, that his Son, Jesus Christ, hon-
ored him by keeping his command-
ments and obeying his will. Our Savior

taught us this when he said, "For I

came down from heaven, not to do
mine own will, but the will of him that

sent me" (John 6:38).

I testify that the Savior is our ex-

ample and model of life. We must
strive every day to follow his teachings

and do the things that he did, for "the

Son can do nothing of himself, but what
he seeth the Father do" (John 5:19).

I testify that Joseph Smith was a

prophet of God and that through him
the fulness of the gospel has been re-

stored to bless the families of the earth.

I also testify that Ezra Taft Benson is

the prophet of God for our day and
that The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is the only true and
living Church upon the face of the

earth. I testify of these things in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Dallas N. Archibald

Responsibilities of parents

Recently I had the opportunity to

sit at the back of a chapel during a

sharing time session of Primary and
watch a lively group of youngsters keep
a music teacher very busy. For a final

song the director asked the children to

sing "I Am a Child of God." They
quieted down, and for the first song of

the entire session the voices unified in

quality instead of quantity. The words
rang throughout the chapel with an
angel-like resonance:

Lead me, guide me, walk beside me,
Help me find the way.
Teach me all that I must do
To live with him someday.
[Hymns, no. 301]

These pleading words sank deep
into my heart that day and stirred my
soul. What a great burden of responsi-

bility the Lord has placed upon us as

parents: to take these children and
lead them in the ways of holiness, to

guide them through the perils of mor-
tality, and to walk beside them on
the straight and narrow path which
leads to eternity. Yes, the responsi-

bility is ours to teach them all they
must do so that someday, as the mortal

is changed to immortal, they will be
prepared to return to the presence of

the Father and dwell with him and
their Elder Brother, Jesus Christ.


